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Editorial
As I write this, the rain is still teeming down as it has been for the last two weeks and
the pond at the bottom of of my garden is no longer at the bottom! The rumour goes that
the traditional shipbuilding industry in Downley is considering a new range of Arks, to
be completed by the time the floodwaters start rising up Plomer Hill. Bookings will be
taken through the Village News for those looking for an escape route.
The irony of flood warnings against a backdrop of drought orders might make an interesting
topic for both the poetry, photography and the art section of the forthcoming Art Show which
is described in more detail below. Prospective poets can read Maggie Womersley’s article on
how to do it.
Other local topics worthy of commemorating must surely include some of the recent
developments in the village, such as the new pharmacy about to open at Cross Court and the
recently refurbished Community Centre at School Close. The new Community Centre will
also be hosting an operational base for the Police which will hopefully enhance both their
accessibility and visibility in the village. A campaign should now start to have a blue light
installed outside their office (it’s rumoured that the room is bigger on the inside than it looks!).
This edition also precedes the forthcoming Downley Summer Season which this year
includes the Downley Diamond Night celebrating the Jubilee on 4th June, the Music
Evening at Downley School on 14th June, Downley Day on the 23rd June, and the Concert
on the Common on 14th July. Individual organisations are also holding their various
summer fayres, all of which can be found on the downley.org calender. Sign up for the
eNews on www.downley.org/news/enewsletter if you want to be notified as they come up.
Bill Thompson, Acting Editor (still looking for a permanent one!)
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Downley Summer Season
It may not be Glyndebourne and Ascot but Downley still has plenty to offer this
summer as the list below demonstrates. Make sure these dates are in your diaries.
4 June 2012: Diamond Jubilee Night
on Commonside
After your street party ends, and come
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
starting at 7.30pm with Music by the
Wycombe and Great Kingshill Band
followed by Allergy. A barbeque all
evening will be topped off by the lighting
of the beacon and fireworks at 10pm.
If you are available to help put up
the Community Centre tent (it takes
about 8 people for 30mins) and/or act
as a steward for the fireworks, please
contact Chris Hamilton on 01494
462195 and turn up at 6.30pm.
14 June 2012. Music Evening at
The Downley School
Children from the Downley School
and other young (and old) members of
the community, display their musical
skills starting at 7.30pm. Ranging from
beginners to the seriously good, these
performances will entertain and maybe
inspire you!
18-22 June 2012 Downley Arts Show
Who hasn’t heard about the Downley
Arts Show by now? All you budding
arts & crafters, photographers,
sculptors and poets take note. The
exhibition of entries will be on at the
Community Centre from the Monday
through Friday before Downley
Day with Prizes for the youngsters
presented at Downley Day itself. The
grown-ups get the chance to have their
work exhibited at a prestigious venue
in Wycombe. See the article in this
edition for more information.
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22 June 2012. Family Disco on the Common
Bring your kids along to the Marquee
on the Common at 7pm, the evening
before Downley Day for the annual family
disco. While your kids are having fun
you can relax with a picnic and refreshing
beverage on the Common on a beautiful
warm summers evening.
23 June 2012 Downley Day
Downley Day kicks off at 1pm with
the traditional opening by the Downley
Queen. Come and see the dancing,
martial arts, acrobatics and drumming.
There will be plenty to buy, eat, play
and sing to, so bring plenty of cash to
support your local community.
Local organisations wishing to put
on a stall should send an application
form (found at www.downleycommon.
org.uk/downleyday/forms) to Dave
Stagg at d.stagg@tesco.net.
14 July 2012. Concert on the
Common. 7-10pm
CotC this year features “Cry Wolf ”,
a west London rock band who play all
your old favourites. Bring some drinks
and niblles to rock the night away.
The usual call goes out to young local
groups who want to showcase what they
can do in the interval. Contact:news@
downley.org if you’re interested.

Downley Community Centre
Comes Of Age
The idea of converting Downley’s
original old Victorian School into
a local community centre was first
proposed about 11 years ago.
This was part of a wider Downley Village
Survey which created a residents wish list
from which surprisingly, many significant
benefits for Downley have now been achieved.
One of the most sought after additions
for Downley was realised on 3 May 2012
when the enlarged Community Centre was
officially opened by Cllr Wendy Mallen.
Over 50 invited guests including the
Bucks Free Press and a County Council
film unit attended the opening. This was
marked by a formal ribbon cutting ceremony
followed by tours of the new facilities for
those who hadn’t visited the Centre since the
refurbishment programme was completed.
New facilities include a fully equipped
kitchen, new toilets, including a dedicated
disabled toilet, new foyer and meeting room.
The event also formally announced
that the centre was to become a local base
for Thames Valley Neighbourhood Police
who are planning to hold regular ‘have
your say’ sessions with local residents.
The Downley Community Centre
is owned by Downley Parish Council
and run by local volunteers who have
formed a registered charity to run the
facility. Some twelve local volunteers,
including parish councillors, act as the
trustees of the Downley Old School
Community Association which manages
all day-to-day events and services and
maintains the facility.
Funding for the enlarged centre was
achieved through a variety of sources,

the bulk of which came from the sale of
the Downley Middle School by Bucks
County Council to Barrett Homes for
the development of Downley Park. Other
contributions were made by Awards for
All, who specialise in small community
project funding using lottery funds, and
regular donations made over a number
of years for specific improvements
from Downley’s District and County
Councillors both of whom were in
attendance at the opening.
Additional information:
Updated photographs, floor plans and
booking details can be found at www.
downley org where a new 4 page A5
colour brochure can also be downloaded.
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Downley Common
News

Another Surprise from
Manning’s Pond
Manning’s pond lies at the north end
of Downley Common and is most easily
found when walking the bridle path that
continues past the allotments. It is manmade, clay-lined, at least 300 years old and
was constructed to supply water for the
drovers’ cattle as they walked from as far
away as Wales to feed the ever-growing
population of the City of London.
As the railways provided a quicker and
easier route to London so the old drovers’
routes began to decline and gradually
Manning’s Pond, and others like it, began
to silt up. By the early 1990s trees were
even growing in the middle of the pond as
well as all-round the edges, and the depth
of the water was only a few inches.
In the winter of 1992 the Downley
Common Preservation Society, with
funding help from Wycombe District
Council, brought in a JCB to remove the
silt and the trees in the pond, and they
also removed a number of surrounding
trees to allow more light to the pond. The
following summer, as water levels in the
pond fell, a passing botanist spotted a
small white flower that he had never come
across before and subsequently identified
it as a Starfruit. This extremely rare
plant, which at the time was only known
in one other pond in the UK, is named
after the distinctive fruits that this plant
bears, which appear as a six-sided stars.
The plant is unusual in that it thrives
on disturbance but loses out to other
more vigorous plants when there is no
disturbance. Being on a drovers’ route the
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surrounds of Manning’s Pond
and the pond itself, would
have been subject to frequent
trampling by passing
cattle, ideal conditions
for the Starfruit to
flourish. The work carried
out to refurbish the pond
mimicked this disturbance and enabled its
reappearance. You may be aware of the
work that was carried out to renovate the
ponds on Naphill common and elsewhere,
all of which arose from the discovery of
the Starfruit at Manning’s Pond.
More recently the Downley Common
Preservation Society has been considering
what further work is required at
Mannings Pond as it has been getting
overgrown with weed again and the
willow trees have started to multiply.
As a precurser to any work, the DCPS
has commissioned a survey of Manning’s
Pond by a local ecologist to see what
flora and fauna are to be found there, and
although the survey has only just begun,
Great Crested Newts have been found
as well as the more common Palmate
variety. The Great Crested Newt and
its habitat are protected by law, and any
restoration or maintenance work on the
pond will need to be cleared first with
English Nature. Whilst newts breed
in ponds they actually spend much of
their life on land, but their larvae will
spend up to 6 months in the pond
before losing their external gills and
becoming true amphibians.
The society will be paying careful
attention to the ecologists report to see
just what we can do in the long-term to
ensure that Manning’s Pond continues to
surprise us. Watch this space.
Bill Thompson.
Downley Common Preservation Society.

Chameleon
Singles
Group
Other than a short reprise in late March
the cold snap that seems to have extended
through April has meant our indoor
activities have proved the most popular.
However we did enjoy a day trip
out to Chislehurst Caves in South-East
London recently which is perhaps one of
those events that is effectively weather
proof! Attendance at events such as
the Pub Night, Quiz Night and Friday
Lunch Club always see a good number of
members out and in the case of the quiz
we have yet to receive the wooden spoon.
We have yet to win but have come a close
second on a couple of occasions and it is
a great evening out to end the weekend.
We are still attracting a number
of new members and hence the Pub
Night was moved to a venue that could
better cater for larger numbers. We
have changed the Lunch Club venue
too by giving the re-launched Dolphin
in Totteridge a try. This seems to be
working well and offers a reasonably
varied and priced menu for lighter
lunchtime options.
Our programme has a number of
regular events and also some specials
appropriate to the season. With summer
ahead a few more outdoor events will be
included in our calendar of events. We
continue to be open to new ideas and
encourage all our members to get involved
as organisers be it an at home event, trip
out or to a venue such as the pub, theatre
or cinema. Over the next few months
we have a visit to the Marlow Brewery,

Quiz Night, Indian meal, at home supper,
Cinema evening, Games night, walk and a
museum visit all planned.
Our pub night on the last Friday
of the month is a great place to meet
new members and you would be very
welcome to come along. We meet from
8pm at The Old Oak on New Pond Road
in Holmer Green and there is food
available if you wish to eat. You are
of course welcome just to join us for a
drink, a chat and to find out more about
the group.
As mentioned earlier membership has
been steadily increasing over the last few
months and includes a number of local
people from Downley, West Wycombe,
Sands and surrounding areas. If you are
single, 30 plus, looking for a social life
and new friends then why not give us a
try? There are no strangers at Chameleon,
just new friends to be made in a social
group run by and for its members.
To find out more call Joyce on:
01494 461328, Martin on 07747 703663 or
e-mail: chameleon_bucks@tiscali.co.uk.
You can also visit us on the web at: www.
bucksinfo.net/chameleon where there is
further information and an events listing.

Editor for the Village News
Did you enjoy this edition of the
Village News? Could you do it better?
If so, Contact Bill Thompson at:
news@downley.org
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Downley Gardening Society
So far this year we have had talks on:
• The world of Fungi
• The Glories of a Garden
• An illustrated talk on National parks
• Austin Roses
Our speakers are all professionals and
provide very entertaining talks after
which coffee, tea and biscuits are served
free of charge along with a monthly raffle.
Non-members are always very welcome.
All talks are held at the
church hall behind St
James’ church, Plomer
Hill starting at 8pm.
Members pay just £1
and non-members
£1.50 per talk.

Future talks are:
• Monday 21st May – Popular cottage
style gardening by Brian Fisher
• Monday 15th October – Amazing
range of grasses and grass effect
plants in the garden by Brian Fisher
We have a stall at DOWNLEY DAY
with lots of plants for sale and Our
AUTUMN SHOW on Saturday 8th
September . We also arrange coach trips
to various gardens and Wisley and a
visit to a local garden.
Membership is £8 per household and
£5 for senior citizens. If you have any
queries please contact Ken on:
01494 524622

St James’ The Great Church, Downley
It appears that there are various rumours going around the district concerning St.
James’ church, and we want to outline what is happening.
You may be aware that, for forty years,
the church building has been shared
between a Catholic congregation and
a Church of England congregation
and many wonderful friendships have
been established during this time. It is
therefore with great regret the Diocese
is withdrawing the Catholic priest from
St. James’. This is due to a chronic
shortage of priests, and we can no
longer afford the luxury of running a
small local church, even when it is home
to a growing worshipping community.
The final service will be on Sunday,
May 13th at 3.00pm and all parishioners
are welcome.
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After the 13th May weekend Masses in the
area will be as follows.
Our Lady of Grace, Squirrel Lane, Booker:
Vigil Mass Saturday 6pm
Sunday Mass 11am
St Wulstan’s Totteridge Lane:
Sunday 9am
Mass times at St Augustine on Amersham
Hill remain the same.
Please Note: St James’ Church of England
community will not be affected by these
changes. All of their church services and
other activities will continue as usual.
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The

Coffee Stop

In February we lost our dear friend
and colleague, Carol Haynes. Carol
had borne a debilitating illness with
courage and cheerfulness and was truly
an example for us all, we miss her and
extend our condolences to her husband,
family and friends.
Our Easter event was a great success, Jean
provided a beautifully decorated and delicious
traditional simnel cake and Pauline and Lyn
organised and displayed a fantastic raffle of
Easter themed prizes. The raffle raised £83.
Joan’s jar of 5p coins was a great idea
and provided considerable interest. The
total amount raised (including guessing the
number of coins in the jar) was £51.50.
In the “so called” summer months we
discontinue having soup on the menu, but
since we appear to have had our summer in
March and the weather has been distinctly
cool, several people have been disappointed
but don’t worry , it will be back in the
autumn. We have regular meetings to
discuss ideas and future plans so if there is
anything you would like us to consider please
let one of the helpers know.
Downley Day is fast approaching and as
usual we are grateful for all offers of help
on the day and donations of cakes and home
produce. This day is an enjoyable event for
all village organisations and there is always
something for everyone.
New helpers are always welcome as none
of us is getting any younger and the more
numerous we are, the less frequently we
appear on the rota, you just need to be a dab
hand at making drinks and sandwiches and
washing up! It’s good fun and a great way to
make friends.
One of our “regulars” will be celebrating
her century in June, we send her our
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congratulations and best wishes for many
more happy birthdays.
We are proud to be part of a village that
has so many facilities and organisations
providing the “glue” that keeps us together,
and being an informal safety net whilst
generally having fun. The Community
Centre in the old school has undergone
a considerable transformation, and will
make a fine venue for local people and the
improvements may attract more people to
use the library; all of us need local support
to keep going.
It is going to be an exciting summer with
The Jubilee and the Olympics to celebrate,
meanwhile our very best wishes to all, hope
to see you on a Monday.
Ann Buxton
pabuxton@hotmail.com

Downley Evening WI
Ladies, have you ever thought of joining
the WI? Come and see for yourself on the
second Tuesday of each month at 7.45pm
inside the Pastures Church Hall, HP13 5RR.
You can be assured of a very warm welcome
and an interesting evening.
In the next few months we look forward
to talks on:
• The Italian Experience in July by
Mr D Hewitt
• Mercy Ships in August by June and
Ken Brazier
• The History of The King James Bible
by Neil Rees in September
You can also join us on outings, quiz evenings
and participate in any number of other
activities. Our Literary Lunch is especially
popular. If you are looking for new friends
and a break from home and work, you will
find it here with us.
For further details contact : Janet Durkin  
01494 535662

Brand New Pharmacy for Downley
The residents of Downley will soon have a pharmacy to call their own after
the lengthy process of establishing a pharmacy service in the village is finally
coming to fruition.
The long awaited and aptly named
“Downley Phar macy” will replace
the now closed Fair y Godmother shop
on Cross Court and is due to open
on 18th of June 2012. An off icial
opening ceremony & reception for
the local com munit y will be held
shor tly thereafter.
The provision of a new pharmacy for
the area will greatly improve access to
services and convenience for patients
as they will be able to order & collect
their repeat prescriptions without
making a time consuming & costly
journey to the town centre. Patients
will be able to order their prescriptions
in person, over the phone or online at
www.downleypharmacy.com. Prompt
access to pharmacy-only medicines and
professional advice on treating minor
illnesses will also now be available on
your doorstep.
The pharmacy will open 9am-6pm
weekdays & 9am-12pm on Saturdays
and will offer a full range of services
including a stop smoking, diabetes/
blood pressure screening, and free
prescription collection from all local
GP surgeries. Free prescription delivery

will also be available if required. It is
easy to change pharmacy, simply speak
to a member of staff once the pharmacy
opens and you will be guided through
the process.
“One of our aims in setting up this
new pharmacy is to work differently
from established pharmacy companies”
says Fiona Wyborn, pharmacist in
charge. “We want our pharmacy to be at
the heart of the local community, so we
have decided to install not one, but two
treatment rooms within the pharmacy
so that other health & beauty services
such as chiropody, physiotherapy
and complimentary therapies can be
provided locally. I am keen to hear from
any practitioners interested in renting
a room & providing such services and,
indeed local residents about any other
services they would like to be made
available locally.”
You can post comments on what
services/products you’d like to see at
the pharmacy and stay up to date with
developments by clicking “Like” on the
pharmacy facebook page:
www.facebook.com/DownleyPharmacy
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Disraeli Downley Youth Club
Disraeli Downley Youth Club is based at St James’s Hall, Plomer Hill Downley
on 3 or 4 Monday evenings a month.
Forthcoming club dates are:
• Longridge weekend 26th 27th May
• BBQ open evening on Downley Common
(new members welcome) 21st May, 2012

Sessions are from 7 to 9pm. All young
people are welcome from school year
6 (the last year before transfer to upper
schools) up to age 16. That includes
visitors as well as residents and young
people just dropping in to see what
we’re like. Club nights are supported by
enthusiastic volunteers including assistant
volunteers who are ex club members.
Action4Youth, a local charity, has
supported us including providing CRB
checks and training for our volunteers.
We work in conjunction with youth
groups (the Downley Sports Association
(Dynamos, Albion, Colts and Cricket
Club) and other clubs and societies,
as well as schools, faith groups,
councils and other local and national
organisations interested in opportunities
for young people.
Facilities at St James Hall include
pool, table football, table tennis, tuck
shop, manhunt and football outdoors in
the summer evenings, open evenings and
special sessions such as cooking (popular
with boys and girls!), X Factor sessions
with karaoke and Street dance.
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Other trips have included Ten pin
bowling, Ice skating and Thorpe Park
If you want to try out a taster visit
turn up any club night to see what is on
offer. Bring parents or guardians if you
like. Phone first to make sure we’re not
away on a club outing!
Club leader, Jo Slifi, welcomes new
members and volunteers.
The club is fully supported by
Disraeli Downley volunteers and the
Disraeli Downley Youth Steering Group
which is the management committee for
the Youth Club
Training is available for volunteers.
If you can spare some time and want to
see if volunteering or management work
suits you, look us up.
Sponsors include Wycombe Lions
Action4Youth, Buckinghamshire CC,
Wycombe DC, Downley Parish Council,
St James’s Church Hall Committee, St
James’s Church congregations (Anglican
and Catholic), Thrifty Van Hire,
Disraeli Ward Councillor of Wycombe
Town Council and Anonymous donors.
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Disraeli-Downley-Youth Club/
273029422729030
Contact Patrick Crotty:
07711 107975
Patrick@crotty.co.uk

Downley School
Spring has brought lots of new babies to The Downley School.
Three of our teachers have all had
beautiful babies and are enjoying their
maternity leave. Whilst they are away,
we have been fortunate to recruit two
wonderful new teachers to our school who
have settled in very happily.
As ever, March was a very busy month. It
started on 1st March with World Book Day.
All the children received book tokens and
Years 1 and 2 were inspired by a fabulous
visiting storyteller. Year 3 had an exciting
time when they were visited by some birds
of prey as part of their science curriculum.
In addition, one of our very kind parents
visited to teach the children more about
plants. It is always a delight to welcome
parents into school, especially when they
bring their own expertise to add depth
to the curriculum. Thirty Year 4 pupils
performed brilliantly at Energize 2012 at
The Wycombe Swan. All the Year 4
children had a wonderful time being
involved and the children who actually
performed on two nights were so
professional! The whole performance was
breathtaking (especially the ‘Predators
& Prey’ part). Year 5 were also extremely
busy. Their production of Wind in the
Willows was just brilliant. They also had a
Tudor Day as part of their history project. It
was a joy to see them dressed up as young
Tudors. They learned a great deal on that
day and gave a wonderful performance
which included Tudor dance and playing
music on Tudor instruments. Year 6 have
been learning about mini enterprise and
some pupils represented the school in a
Mini Enterprise competition at The Cressex
School. They came a close second and were
highly commended by the judges for their
creativity and politeness. Year 6 also visited

The Pastures Church
for a workshop entitled
‘Easter Eggsplained’ –
the clue is in the name! Although
our Reception children haven’t been out this
month, they have been working really hard
and are making excellent progress.
Our sports teams have been very active
this term. Home and away netball and
football matches and tournaments have been
taking place and our teams have been doing
us proud. You can look on the website for
details of matches and scores.
We have welcomed lots of parents into
school in the last couple of months for events
such as a consultation day and parents
evenings. Our dads also joined in Sport Relief
Day with great enthusiasm! A page from
our Visitors Book says: “Wonderful! Thank
you for inviting us in. It was great to see
the children so engaged and enjoying their
school life. Please have more days for parents
to get involved!” Our Parents Association
organised a very successful Quiz evening in
March. There was lots of fun as well as some
stiff competition, with the Governors team
winning by just a few points in the end.
This term, the whole school is focussing
on The Olympics as a starting point to
all areas of the curriculum. Everyone is
buzzing with excitement about this project as
different year groups find new and creative
ways to explore different aspects of this
fantastic event incorporating all areas of
the curriculum. We are looking forward to
working with our neighbouring schools,
Maplewood and The Disraeli School, as part
of our Olympics project. Let’s hope the sun
shines on us through the next few months.
Mrs Webb, Headteacher
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Annual Downley Parish Council Chairman’s Report
(abridged)

At the start of our new year we
welcomed 5 new Councillors following
the retirement of several long standing
officers. I am delighted that they all
accepted their appointments with great
enthusiasm and are playing an important
part in our Parish Council.
It was with great sadness that we lost our
Vice Chair, Anthea Worsdall, who passed
away after a long, but courageously fought
illness. Her legal knowledge and calming
influence in debate are sadly missed.
One of the key areas requiring attention,
identified by the Downley Community Plan,
was the need to improve communications
within the village. I believe that the
development of the Downley Village News,
the new eNews and the upgraded website
have answered this requirement. Your
Parish Council wish to sincerely thank the
Communications Forum for all their hard
work in achieving this. Special thanks are
attributable to the new treasurer, Clive
Beard who has helped to place the magazine
on a firm financial footing.
Planning applications have continued
unabated. A total of 53 have been
studied with all sites being visited and
representations made where it was
considered that proposals were detrimental
to residents in neighbouring properties.
There remain however several outstanding
applications requiring enforcement notices
which are being actively pursued.
One very contentious issue that
apparently did not require planning
approval was the construction of the
Trieff curbs and the narrowing of the
carriageway over the Plomer Hill Bridge.
Despite very strong representation, your
Parish Council were told by Transport for
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Bucks (TfB) that we had no input as it
was a case of safety and the urgent need
to reduce the weight load over the bridge
and adjacent walkways owned by British
Rail. The resultant queues of traffic at peak
times are clearly evident even though the
traffic lights at the junction with the A40
have been reprogrammed. In the opinion
of your Parish Council this was a short
term fix to a long term problem. We will
continue to monitor the situation and make
further representations to Transport for
Bucks whenever possible.
Your Parish Council continue to press
Bucks Highways for more roadway
improvements within the village and
currently there is another phase of the
resurfacing programme underway. It
is considered opinion that this work is
inadequate and further requests are being
made for increased area coverage as
opposed to short term pothole filling.
We failed to secure the funding
from the Biffa Award Scheme owing to
over subscription, but nevertheless the
improvements to our Community Centre,
including the new kitchen, toilets, office
and foyer have been completed on time
and within budget. This has been achieved
despite unforeseen problems regarding the
safe and certified removal of dangerous
asbestos and the rebuilding of part of the
damaged Victorian drainage system.
Having already obtained a grant from the
Big Lottery funding scheme for the kitchen
your Parish Council sought additional loan
funding with the guidance of Wycombe
District Council. That, together with the
retained funding from the S106 agreement
and financial support from the DOSCA
funds, enabled the building improvements

to go ahead as planned. Many people have
been involved, including Cllr Grahame
Brown who has diligently overseen all
the Health and Safety and fire risk issues,
Ken Mclean assisted by Mike Carter who
have managed the building project and
David Worsdall together with his DOSCA
management team, who have made this all
possible and we would like to record our
sincere thanks to all concerned.
Part of our ongoing plans for the centre,
will be the shared use of the new office by
Thames Valley Police who will use it as a
base from which to operate. Much of this
closer collaboration has been achieved by
regular dialogue with our local Officers.
Returning to the Downley Community
Plan completed in 2010, the action
committee meet on a regular basis to pursue
the many requests made by Downley
residents. It is with great pleasure that we
can announce that Downley will have its
own Pharmacy with effect from 18th June
with the official opening timed for the
morning of Downley Day on 23rd June.
The community carol singing, which
commenced around the Xmas tree on
Jubilee Green was again well attended, as
was the Concert on the Common.
Downley Day was once again extremely
successful with large crowds attending
the wide variety of events. Our special
thanks are extended to the Downley Day
Committee for an enjoyable afternoon and
for the previous evening’s disco which was
also a huge success.
We now await the Queens Diamond
Jubilee celebrations on our common on the
4th June. Plans for which are all in place
and a request for warm fine weather has
been lodged!

Currently the lighting committee are
investigating the potential savings in
having all the 157 street lights which are
owned by your Parish Council, upgraded
to LED lamps which will provide
considerable cost savings through the
reduction of energy usage with virtually
nil maintenance cost. Consideration is also
being given to the turning off or dimming
these lights between the hours of 12.30
a.m. and 5 a.m. each night.
Other projects in the pipeline include:
• The possibility of a bus shelter outside
Cross Court
• Bollards along the grass verge, again
outside Cross Court to discourage parking
• The upgrading of the public footpath
along Kiln Pond Lane
• Additional grit bins
I would like to take this opportunity
of thanking Cllrs Wendy Mallen and
Paul Turner for their support and regular
attendance at our meetings, and for
their updates from County and District
level. My sincere thanks also go to my
fellow Councillors for their support and
in particular to Cllr Grahame Brown for
stepping up to become Vice Chairman.
There is one person who makes my
role as Chairman so much easier. He is
our Clerk, Chris Hamilton who works
tirelessly behind the scenes. On behalf of
the full Council. Thank you Chris.
B. R. Gay
Chairman of Downley Parish Council
19th April 2012
The full version of this report can be read at
www.downley.org/community/publications.
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Downley Parish Council

News

Copies of the Parish Council’s
Minutes are available at the Downley
Community Library for residents to
read. They are also at www.downley.org/
community/publications.
Please note that the 8 Parish Council
notice boards can be used to display notices
for Downley based organisations provided
that at least 4 weeks notice is given. Please
drop off notices at the old post office in
an envelope addressed to Downley Parish
Council. Please ensure that A.5 size notices
are supplied.
Street Lighting
If anyone wishes to report details of
street light repairs needed in the following
roads, they need to phone Ringway Jacobs
(lighting contactors for Bucks County
Council )on 0845 – 2302882. Relevant
streets include:
Plomer Hill, Downs Park, Hillfield
Close, Hithercroft Road and Pastures from
junction with Tinkers Wood Road up to
Bellfields, Westover Road, Sunnycroft,
South View, Woodcote Green, Pheasant
Drive, Southfield Road, Middlebrook Road,

White Close and Merry Down. There are
no “ scouts “ employed to do spot checks of
lights that are not working in these areas, so
the contractors have to rely on members of
the public contacting them with details.
Council Meetings
Parish Council meetings are on the 2nd
Tuesday every month.
In July, September and November
meetings are at the War Memorial Hall,
starting at 8.00pm.
In June, August, October and December
meetings are at the Downley Community
Centre, School Close starting at 7.45pm Up to
30 minutes are allowed for public questions.
The Annual Parish Meeting will be
held on Tuesday 24th April at the War
Memorial Hall starting at 8.00 pm.
Agendas are posted on the Parish Council
notice boards at least 4 days in advance.
The Clerk (Chris Hamilton) can be
contacted on 01494 462195 or by email at :
downley_pc@tiscali.co.uk

The Downley Choir?
Do you sing in the shower?
How about forming a community singing group?
You don’t have to be an Alfie Boe or a Katherine Jenkins, you just
need to enjoy singing. No auditions – strictly for fun..
The snag: we can’t move forward without a budding Gareth Malone.
If you think this sounds like fun and you’d like to sing or become a
musical director, please contact:
Lyn on 01494 436063 or email grannyandbobby@tiscali.co.uk
and we could become The Downley Choir!

16

Houses in Multiple Occupancy
Following a recent planning application and an ongoing enforcement
notice concerning a property in Downley, it is perhaps timely to highlight
an issue which may increasingly become applicable to any one of us.
Over the recent few years there has been
an increasing trend to convert family homes
to HMOs (Housing in Multiple Occupancy)
or one and two bedroom flats for rent.
Whilst there is a demand for these types
of accommodation for single occupancy or
small families, and development to provide
homes that are affordable is to be welcomed
to meet that demand, there have been
instances where developments have taken
place without the necessary permission or
adherence to the law.
There are two main reasons why local
communities should be concerned.
Firstly the impact on the neighbourhood,
particularly the residents in the immediate
vicinity, but also the effect that even a
small number of these conversions have
on the local area: an increased number of
vehicles; increased amounts of waste; the
short term nature of the tenancies eroding
a sense of community and a general
lack of respect for the property and for
the residents living around them. These
problems will of course not apply to all
such conversions, but does unfortunately
tend to occur in unlicensed HMOs and
unsuitable conversions.
Secondly, and just as important, the
tenants of unlicensed HMOs, or tenants
in small overdeveloped flats tend to be
those in society who probably do not have
a choice about where they can live and
fear that they may lose their home if they
complain. I have recently come across an
unlicensed HMO (not the case I mentioned
above) – a small three bedroom semi with
six people A family of three, including

a young child, were living in one room
downstairs, there was green mould half
way up the walls, and they shared the
kitchen and bathroom with the three single
men living in the bedrooms upstairs.
There was no adherence to any safety
regulations. The landlord was getting
about £1500 per month in rent.
Properly licensed and managed
HMO’s do work, and suit many people.
A responsible landlord will always
respect not only their tenants, but also
the neighbours and neighbourhood. Well
converted flats will have been through
the planning process, and if rented, the
landlord is accountable for the actions of
the tenants.
The spread of HMO’s and applications
for conversions is increasing; Wycombe
Town centre already has areas where the
high levels of converted properties has had
an effect on the local area and evidence
shows Downley will not be immune. The
local authority can only act on unlicensed
premises if they receive information;
there are enforcement officers who will
investigate confidentially in the interest of
the neighbourhood and the tenants.
More information on HMOs and the
requirements for licensing with contact
details for the enforcement officers
can be found on the Wycombe District
Council website. I can also be contacted
at paul.turner@wycombe.gov.uk or
07825 842292.
Paul Turner
District Councillor for Downley & Plomer Hill
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The Parish Church
of St James’ the Great, Downley
off the top of Plomer Hill in Downley

www.stjamesdownley.org.uk

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 11.00AM
COMING EVENTS - EVERYONE WELCOME

Diamond Jubilee Celebration Day
Saturday 16 June
2.30pm Thanksgiving Service
Followed by a major FREE public exhibition of many rarely seen church treasures including
historic marriage and baptism records. Children’s activities. Afternoon Tea served.
6.00pm Service of Renewal of Marriage Vows
Open to ALL married couples and free of charge.
To tell us you’re coming, please ‘phone 526896
***********
“Jimmy’s” - A Place for Young People (11-18 years old)
From 4.45pm to 5.45pm as follows:

21 May venue: 38 Southview

***********

subject: Maturity

21 May

venue: 38 Southview

18 June

venue: St James’ Vicarage

subject: Responsibility

2 July

venue: 38 Southview

subject: Independence

venue: 38 Southview

subject: Party!!!

16 July

subject: Maturity

WELL EQUIPPED CHURCH HALL FOR HIRE
CALL 01494 465608

Downley Village Evening WI
Downley Village Evening WI are having several events this summer apart from our monthly
meetings so why not come and join our WI and enjoy coffee evenings, local outings and beyond. We
meet at the Community Centre on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.45pm. Our programme for the
next few months is as follows:







3rd July - Jill Frazer talking about her life as a WI speaker.
7th August - Mike Dewey explaining about local people who had extraordinary lives
4th September - Edward Dixon with stories about animals in the 1st world war
2nd October - Joan Dark - looking at the world around us
November is our AGM /Annual meeting
December we hold our Birthday party

Details Mrs P Heath 01494 535998 or BFWI office 01494 526685
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Downley Methodist Church, Moor Lane
(Sunnybank)

Our minister, Rev. Mike Hill will be
away on Sabbatical and annual leave
from 7 May until the end of August.
If you need to contact a minister for
any reason during that time, please get in
touch with Clive Knapman on HW 437791.
Sunday services will run as normal at 0930
each week.
The Sunnybank Craft Club invites all
children of school age to come and see the
exciting things that go on in the church.
Craft Club meetings are the first Sunday
in every month from 1000 - 1200 except

during school holidays and we will be
running a craft stall at Downley Day again
this year. We look forward to seeing you
(and your Mums & Dads) there, or at one
of the regular Craft Club meetings.
We would like to ask you to put a date
in your diary for 0930 on 30 September.
It’s a great chance to join us for this special
day which is both Harvest and Back to
Church Sunday. Mike Hill will be leading
the service and of course we will be
decorating the church for Harvest. It would
be really good if you’re able to be a part of
that - we’ll keep a seat for you!

What am I?
I am made from egg boxes, weeds, small twigs, hair, newspaper, grass cuttings and
veggie peelings. I like air and water. I begin as a pile of mess. I feed worms, bugs
and eventually the land. I smell fresh, feel moist and am a rich dark brown colour.
I am compost.
Compost is really easy to make. You
just need a small place in your garden,
patio or even balcony where you can
leave biodegradable things to slowly
decompose. To get good compost which
doesn’t smell it is important to have a
balanced mix of green (plants, grass, veg
peelings) and brown (twigs, cardboard,
newspaper) material, a little water and air
(it’s a bit like baking a cake). Then just
leave it for 6 - 12 months….to cook. You
shouldn’t add cooked food waste to this
sort of system as it can attract unwanted
visitors. This can be put in your green
bins for the authorities to compost.
I have just become a “Master
Composter” and have been charged with
spreading the word about the joys of
composting and getting degradable stuff out

of land-fill where it turns to methane (a far
worse greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide).
I am running a stall at Downley Day
so if you have any problems with your
composting please come and have a chat.
Even if you don’t compost, perhaps I can
persuade you to put the right things into
your green bin so that it can be usefully
composted by others.
Lynne Thompson
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Rallycross and Me!
Rallycross: combines the best elements
of rallying and touring car racing – it’s
entertaining, there’s plenty of sideways
driving and it’s close, wheel-to-wheel action
all the way. Often, cars go four abreast into
a corner – and no-one’s backing off.

The sport was devised in 1967, and
soon became massively popular with TV
audiences, especially during the 1970s.
The fathers of current Formula 1 drivers
Jenson Button and Alex Wurz were both
rallycrossers - and, by coincidence, both
competed in Porsche-engined VW Beetles.
The sport had its boom days in the 80’s
when live TV coverage on the BBC and
ITV, led to massive crowds of 30,000 plus
at each event. The 90’s saw the introduction
of Group A cars based upon cars currently
being sold by Manufacturers. This now
includes cars such as Ford Fiesta, Ford Focus,
Citroen C4, Renault Clio and Skoda Fabia.
Races take place on circuits that are partasphalt, part-gravel. Today, the flagship series
is the Monster Energy MSA British Rallycross
Championship, at which 40 to 50 quick fire
races per day provide great entertainment
for competitors and spectators. The highlight
is the Supercar class, where 550bhp, fourwheel-drive racers go head-to-head. These
Supercars are capable of faster acceleration
than a Formula 1 car, 0-60mph in less than 2
seconds, which is truly amazing!
John Rook, a Downley resident, was
brought up with Motorsport as one of his
main hobbies and interests. This hobby
started with just being a spectator at events

20

throughout the UK and Europe, but his main
ambition and desire was to compete one day.
In 2008 he started racing in Rallycross
which was his lifelong ambition. Having
tried his hand at hiring a car he then set
about finding a suitable car, which turned out
to be a Peugeot 205 GTi in the Stockhatch
class. In his first season he came 3rd in the
championship, this was followed up by 4th
and a 3rd the following 2 seasons.
Mid Way through the 2010 season he
bought a Citroen Saxo, knowing that classes
were about to change and he needed a car
to upgrade. In this car he come 4th in the
2011 championship and spent the winter
upgrading the car to 16v spec to race in the
2012 Hot Hatch Championship as part of the
MSA Championship across the UK.
A recent appearance on the Top Gear
programme racing the 3 presenters has
enabled me to raise 80% of my season budget,
but am still searching for the remaining 20%.
Any companies interested in becoming
sponsors of the car, appearing in local and
national press, TV coverage and internet
coverage should get in touch, packages start
from as little as £200 for the season.
Contact Jrrallyx726@yahoo.co.uk or
07581 467465

LADIES!

Help us bring digital detection of breast
cancer to you. Scannappeal’s Principal
Patron Cilla Black has launched the
charity’s £500,000 Appeal for digital
breast screening equipment to radically
improve diagnosis of early breast cancer.
She encouraged attendees to support
Scannappeal’s work and said ‘There can’t
be a woman who doesn’t know someone
who has been affected by this terrible
disease of breast cancer.’
The Bucks Breast Cancer Appeal is
to fund digital equipment for the breast
screening service at Wycombe Hospital
and the mobile unit that tours sites based
in the local community, screening women
aged from 47-73. Digital images are
exceptionally sharp, making diagnosis
more accurate, and will mean a quicker
examination and lower radiation dose for
23,000 local women each year.

To support Scannappeal with a
donation or to organise your own
fundraising activity, telephone
01494 734161 or visit
www.scannappeal.org.uk.

Registered charity no. 296291

Review - Singing in the Rain
Singing in the Rain is now showing at the
Palace Theatre in London after a sell-out
run at Chichester’s Festival Theatre.
My husband and I went to see Singing
in the Rain with Downley Theatre
Group and what a treat it was!. It was
an excellent cast especially with Adam
Cooper as the leading man . His dancing
was excellent also the singing which was
so catchy we were all singing too. The
water feature was amazing,but we did
feel a bit sorry for the people in the first
four rows as they also got wet. Everyone
enjoyed the show - and it was a lighthearted good feel musical.
Joan Baker
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Welcome To

Downley!

Since the year 2000 we who have had the privilege of
living a long time in Downley, find that there is a new
wave of folk moving in. We look forward to getting to
know the ‘newcomers’ and hope they will join us in
becoming active members of this thriving community.
If you are new to Downley, lets hear from you!

Margaret and
Dick Graham
moved to Downley
from Dorset in the
Spring of 2011.
They love it here
where they are near
their two daughters
and a couple of grandchildren, Megan and
Josie and where they also have wonderful
neighbours. They find that living in
Downley is like being in a sweet shop.
There is so much to do.
Dick is building a model railway
and enjoyed the recent model railway
exhibition in High Wycombe, and to be
so close to London is wonderful for them
both. Within Downley they go to Simply
Walk on Mondays, and Margaret enjoys
Pilates, Tai Chi and WI. Two charity shops
allow her to mess up their tills - Cancer
Research in Wycombe and the lain Rennie
Shop in Downley. She is a member of the
U3A and the Wycombe Rock Choir, who
supported McFly at the Saracens Rugby
match at Wembley Stadium in March.
Margaret is the author of twelve
novels (two bestsellers) and two writing
manuals. She has written plays, including
a community play, and still writes articles
and short stories. She was until recently
a columnist on a writing magazine. She
teaches creative writing and acts as a mentor
online and in person for aspiring writers.
Latterly she scaled back her novel
writing activities to take a role as voluntary
administrator of the Yeovil Community
Arts Association in Somerset when Council
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funding was withdrawn. To raise funds she
launched the Yeovil International Literary
Prize which is still providing funds for
grants and bursaries and is now under the
stewardship of one of her ex-students.
The thing she most enjoyed about her
writing career was the research, with
speaking tours a close second. For instance
she visited Australia and fought bush fires
and rounded up sheep near Wagga Wagga.
She then set off for the Margaret River
area south of Perth to research the Group
Settlement scheme. From this came the best
selling ‘Canopy of Silence’ and a television
documentary. Later she explored Croatia and
Bosnia just after the peace settlement and
learned (too close for comfort sometimes!)
about the knife edge ground level politics.
The thing she disliked most about her career
was being shut in an office with nothing to
distract her from the job in hand.
Margaret is working on a novel after a
break of ten years, and continues to write
short stories and teach. It is the teaching that
she loves, as it brings her into contact with
people and she is very proud of her students
who seem to be doing very exciting things.
Her latest venture, in tandem with a
Bournemouth ex-student, is to create a charity
to raise funds for the rehabilitation of wounded
soldiers - with the use of creative arts a priority.
Dick, as ever, is creating the website.
Everyone who comes to live in
Downley brings their own wealth of
experience, culture and talents to add to
the rich variety already evident in our
community. Let us hear from you in the
next issue of this magazine!

Cheese Board
Well that’s it. After 17 years of 60 hour
weeks I have finally hung up my apron,
having sold Roots Delicatessen - but
the name lives on under the new owner,
Vidya Crawley.
Vidya has done a fantastic job in
refurbishing the shop, you can now relax and
enjoy a coffee with a pastry while making your
selection from the excellent range of both local
and countrywide produce. Vidya’s ethos is the
same as mine; fine food traditionally produced
by artisan producers, but with a local emphasis.
I have expressed some concern about the
quality of some local produce but Vidya has
made a superb selection of really interesting
food with an emphasis on environmentally
friendly production. I wish LOCAL ROOTS
lots of success.
The real enjoyment of owning a small shop
is the rapport with customers and the humour;
as when a customer managed to cover herself
with flour from the bread and I offered a cloth
so she could be de-floured. The 4 year old who
rushed in, and on smelling the cheeses loudly
announced to a shop full of customers ‘this
place stinks’. These have made shop keeping
enjoyable. OK some of you are a pain, like
the lady who brought a Brie baguette back as
her colleagues had told her the cheese was
off - it was a Brie de Meaux that was spot
on, unctuous full flavoured and absolutely
gorgeous. Then there are those who want to
return a cut opened piece of cheese because
they bought the wrong one, or the lady who
insisted that goats cheese was not a dairy
product when what she really wanted was a
soya version - I can’t bring myself to call it
cheese. The one thing that always made me
smile was the virtually standard response to
the question ‘would you like a bag?’, ‘do you
have one?’, ‘No I just wondered if you wanted

one’. Thanks to our customers who have
made it a fulfilling 17 years.
I am not retiring from the food business
and will continue importing Artisan foods
including the 2011 World champion cheese
from the Pays Basque for independent
delicatessens and through our retail internet site
Frenchfoodfreaks.co.uk, while maintaining a
passion for traditional British Cheese.
Here are a couple of ideas for the summer:
Cheese Board
Cotherstone a fresh sweet cheese from the
Yorkshire Dales
Golden Cross a young goats cheese from Sussex
Barkham Blue a remarkable creamy local blue cheese
Wigmore a locally made Brie style Ewes milk cheese
Baked Fig in Bayonne Ham
Fresh ripe fig wrapped in Bayonne Ham topped
with honey and baked.
Ingredients For 4 persons
12 Ripe figs
Three large or six small slices Bayonne Ham
say about 150gm
12 Tsps of Honey
Preparation
Heat the oven to 180C gas mark 4 (350F)
Cut the Bayonne Ham into strips about 4 cm
wide (1 1/2”). Cut the stem end from each fig to
just expose the inside. Wrap each fig in a strip of
Bayonne ham like a cylinder so the top of the fig
has a collar of the ham above it. Fill the collar with
honey. Place on a lightly oiled baking tray and bake
for 6 to 8 minutes. Serve in groups of three. Some
of the honey will inevitably escape the ham collars,
pour this back over the figs before serving.

Have a good summer, Les Root

www.frenchfoodfreaks.co.uk
Follow us on facebook

23

Downley Village Art Show 2012
Since announcing plans for a village art show we have benefited from excellent
advice and great feedback. The resulting format for the show is set out below - all
that’s needed now is your creativity.
We would like the show to be as inclusive as
possible and not to inhibit your creativity so
there are no set themes for entries. It is open
to a wide range of media with categories for
adults and juniors.
While there are small cash prizes to be
won across media and within categories
we would like to reward contributors
with further exposure of their work.
To that end there will be a publication
featuring selected work and a Best of
Show exhibition is to be held at the High
Wycombe Library Mezzanine Gallery.
In more detail:
You need to select your qualifying
category from: Juniors; 4 and under, 5-11
and 12-16. Adults; Beginners, Students
and Experienced.
Work is to be entered in the following
media groups:
Drawing, Painting & Crafts
3D
Photography
Poetry

The deadline for submission of entry forms is
12th June by post to Downley Parish Council,
P.O. Box 1091, High Wycombe HP13 5WU
or by email to info@downley.org
Artworks are to be delivered to the
Downley Community Centre on 16th June
between 10 am and 4.00 pm. A receipt will
be provided as will a label to be attached to
artworks. All artworks are left your own risk.
Glazed work must be framed, please do not
use clips that leave exposed glass edges.
Prints of original work will be accepted
when in a card window mount.
Work will be exhibited over four evenings
between 6.30 am and 9.00 pm on the
18th,19th 20th and 22nd June in the Oak
Rooms of the Community Centre. If entries
exceed the space available organisers will
have the final decision on the work displayed.
Best of show awards will be announced
on Downley Day held on the common on
23rd June. The judges decision is final.

You will find an Entry Form on the opposite
page but more Entry Forms and Full Details
will be made available to local schools,
clubs and societies or can be requested
by email from info@downley.org or
downloaded from downley.org.
Downley.org for more details
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E n t r y
D o w n l e y

A r t

F o r m
V i l l a g e

S h o w

2 0 1 2

Name
Qualifying Category
Junior
4 and under
	Adult
Beginner

5 - 11

12 - 16

Student

Experienced

Chosen Media
Drawing, Painting & Crafts
Number of entries

				

3D

Photography
		

Poetry

		

Contact Details
Address

Telephone Number
Email

Please return this entry form to:
Art Show, Downley Parish Council, P.O. Box 1091, High Wycombe HP13 5WU or email
info@downley.org
Be sure you read and understand the full details outlining rules and guidelines before submitting
your entry. If you did not receive a copy with this entry form you can download one at
downley.org or request one from info@downley.org
Enjoy creating your artworks and we look forward to seeing finished pieces
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Get Creative and be a Winner!
The Downley Village Arts Show is just a few weeks away but there’s still time to
get your entries in. For all you budding poets out there, local author and creative
writing teacher Maggie Womersley has some tips for getting inspired and finding
the right words to make your poem the star of the show.
Judges will be looking for poems that get
their message across with originality and
flair. Why not try these exercises to get your
creative juices flowing:
• Get out and about – if inspiration isn’t
happening at home then go for a long
walk or a bus ride. Listen in to other
peoples’ conversations –the rhythm of
their words, the way they express 		
themselves. Could you make a poem
out of something you’ve overheard? Take
a notebook and pencil with you wherever
you go!
• Look through a newspaper and find a
headline that catches your eye – make
it the title of your poem and see where the
words take you.
• Think back to a place you visited as
a child which made a strong impression
you – a grandparent’s house, a holiday
destination, a hospital or parents’ 		
workplace – now write a poem about it
from a child’s point of view.
• Visit a museum or historical building and
find an object that inspires you. Write a
poem in which you imagine that object
being used by its original owner.
• Play around with tenses and point of view
– if you’ve written a poem in the 3rd
person using the past tense, try switching
to the first person and present tense – how
does this change your poem’s tone?
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• A lot of people write about big issues –
getting old, the death of a loved 		
one, falling in love – try taking a 		
different viewpoint on these big themes
to give your poem a fresh twist – the
marriage councilor’s lament, the gravedigger’s ode, or the speed-dater’s sonnet.
And remember, a poem doesn’t have to
rhyme, but it’s fun when they do! Think
about each word you use, and test it out by
reading your poem aloud – can you give
your poem a particular rhythm – fast, slow,
dreamy, humorous - that reflects its subject
matter? How does the language of your
poem add to its meaning? Are you going
to write in verses or freeform? Whatever
you choose to write about, Good Luck! The
deadline for entries is Saturday 12th June,
so get scribbling.
Maggie will be running a series of
Creative writing workshops this
Autumn in the Downley area. For more
information and to register an interest,
email her at meltdownmaggie@aol.com

Can You See What It Is Yet?
Don Murray has a love of working with
wood and particularly of hand turning.
No presetting of state of the art lathes
here, just a range of clean sharp chisels
and a very steady experienced hand.

Don has made a start on his contribution
to the Downley Art Show and he is taking
his inspiration from The 2012 London
Olympics. Armed with that information
you are probably able to make a reasonable
guess at his subject
matter from the
work in progress
photos. These
are early days
though and even
Don hasn’t fully
resolved his vision
for the final piece.
Whether to add
further turning
embellishments,
what stains to use
and the possibility of
featuring gold leaf.

Don has many years of turning
experience, contributing to craft fairs and
working on private commissions. A good
number of Downley household will have at
least one of Don’s pieces proudly on display.
He is often on the look out for good
sources of timber. When discovered they
may be set aside for a couple of years before
considered suitable for turning or right for
a particular job, as have both the Maple and
Ebony used in his tribute to the Olympics.
This year is a good one for inspiration with
the Queen’s Jubilee, Dickens’ Bicentennial,
World Shakespeare Festival, European
Football Championship and commemorations
of the sinking of the Titanic. Any of these
might be springboards for your creativity as
might a gentle walk on Downley Common
where you might find a piece of wood...
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Wal, me old mates, now it’s summer…so they tell me. But I thought we’d had it back
in April, daft I reckon, then it snowed, and a bit of rain, but we’ve got a hosepipe
ban now…..what! They must be joking. I bet all them golf courses will carry on
looking green…you watch!
Anyway round here our water comes
out of the chalk, so when you wash the car
or water the garden it soaks back in, so
you’re not getting rid of it, not from where
I’m coming from. Up at the plot some
of us have our water collecting systems,
architect designed…not! But they work,
have a look next time you brave the top end
of the common.
So what about an H H or two? Wal,
yor spuds will be up soon, or now even,
so maybe earth ‘em up…a waste of time I
reckon, you should have planted them nice
and deep, but watch out for frosts…the
farmers grow them in ridges so it makes
it easy for the harvesting machines. And
watch out for the dreaded blight, and on
your tommy toes too. I use that blue stuff
they use in France on the grapes, some sort
of coppery stuff, I get it via the inter web, it’s
called bordo mixture or summat like that,
don’t just waste all your time growing the
stuff then getting it blighted!
Then wot about the weeds?
Get after them every day, it’s the
best way and it keeps you out of
the house…. ‘just popping out to
do 10 minutes weeding’ you say
to the senior management, I reckon
that can stretch to at least an hour.
Don’t forget to get late peas
sown, like I told
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you before, plant out yor brussels and kale
and stuff., and net yor soft fruit to keep the
birds off.
And now a question for you clever dicks…
how does a seed know to grow upwards
when it’s in the dark? Does it have gravity
sensors? If you plant a seed upside down will
it grow downwards? And do runner beans
always go the same way round the canes,
and what do they do at the equator? Answers
please on a five pound note, (I’ve reduced
this from last time, no one replied then….
how tight can you all get?).
Finally you will note I haven’t mentioned
Nappel…but just you wait till next time…
mind you I had a few words with a couple of
Nappelites the other week, trying to be friendly
they were… we shall see, I don’t count on it!
Oh, I’ll try to remember Flower Hints next
time, my old lady thinks I only know about veg!
Keep your hands a dirtying, ‘dirty hands
clean money’ as my old dad used to say!
Bye for now
J.H
sent from my iSpade.
P.S.
Wal, I don’t know, as soon as I have a
go about the drought, it just pours down!
The plot is a bog, freezing cold , anything
that’s come up is giving up. I blame it on Mr
Cameron and his mates, mucking about with
the economy, and the tanker drivers, no one’s
driving now , too much money for the petrol,
no global whatsit, so we’re back to the good
old days, when winter was winter, spring
was always cold and wet, bluebells bloomed
in June, and if you got tommy toes to ripen
outside up the plot it was a miracle.

The paper-making fortune and tee-total publicans
Downley Ancestors part 2

In the last episode, I mentioned my Joynson
ancestry and the links to Downley, but one
did move away to make his fortune. His
name was William Joynson.
He was born in what was then West
Wycombe Parish in 1802 and was married
for the first time in 1823 to a local girl named
Sarah Cubbidge. Two years later Sarah died
and William was married again in 1826 to
Ann Catherine Joynson, a distant cousin.
Around the time of his marriages,
William had moved to Kent where he took
over a paper mill in Snodland. Paper making
was a thriving local industry here, in and
around Wycombe and it relied on the mills
along the river Wye. The last paper mills
have now disappeared from Wycombe, the
last two being Glory Mill in Wooburn and
Wycombe Marsh Paper Mills. Rye Mill, now
the name of a VW garage was also a paper
mill. No doubt William would have been set
up in business by his comparatively wealthy
family and learned the trade in Wycombe
before moving to Kent.
By 1833 he had moved to St Mary Cray
where he took over two small hand mills and
mechanised them to produce high quality
paper. In 1851 he had prospered enough
to fund the building of an
800 seat temple and
congregational
chapel. In
1867 he

established a school and enclosed and
devoted to the use of the inhabitants of St
Mary Cray a 10 acre field. Not surprisingly
he lived in the biggest house in the village,
The Rookery, now sadly demolished.
William Joynson is given credit as the
inventor of the machine watermark and by
the time of his death in 1874 he employed
between 600 and 700 workers. The paper
mills were passed down through William’s
family, eventually being sold to Wiggins
Teape in 1931.
Another interesting if sad tale, one of
William’s Grandsons was drowned in the
river Seine in Paris aged 16, presumably
doing the ‘grand tour’. He is buried in the
family vault in West Wycombe churchyard
along with many other members of his
family including his Grandfather William,
founder of the family paper business, all
returning to their roots to be laid to rest.
Now how about tee-total publicans? As
far back as I can remember my family only
ever touched the ‘hard stuff’ for medicinal
purposes! Looking back into family history
I find my Grandmother being brought up
in two pubs, The Wheel in Naphill and the
Red Cross Knight in Frogmoor. Her Uncles
between them were the licensees of ‘The
Roundabout’, ‘The Iron Duke’ and the
‘Admirals All’ in High Wycombe; a pub in
Tyler’s Green and ‘The Pheasant’ in Chinnor
Hill. I have even found an Aunt of hers
listed as a publican in Princes Risborough in
1881, an unusual occupation for a Victorian
woman I would have thought.
Almost everyone else on my family tree is
a chair maker, not surprisingly.
For now, best wishes
Paul Turner
District Councillor for Downley & Plomer Hill
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Poets Corner
The Poem What I Wrote
Roger Davies
In the Morecambe and
Wise show on television,
Ernie Wise used to refer to
the ‘Play What I wrote’.  In
1993 Ernie had a stroke
and another one in 1995,
but he survived both of
these until he died in 1999
after several heart attacks.  
I only learned about his
strokes when I looked him
up on Google, having in
mind his ‘Play What I Wrote’
catch-phrase, so perhaps
it might be fitting for me
to call my recollections of
my third stroke ‘The Poem
What I Wrote’!

I think I’ve had a TIA, my left side’s feeling weak
And when I try to say something I find I cannot speak!
Make a cup of tea while thinking what to do,
Ring 999 then wait indoors for the paramedic crew.
They arrive and whisk me off to Wycombe A & E,
Take me to a cubicle where they start the third degree.
They do some tests and come and go, deciding on a plan
And later on that evening I’m taken for a scan.
The stroke ward’s full but nonetheless I need to have a bed,
And so a berth is found for me in the CCU instead.
Ten hours now have slipped away since my initial fright.
I have some food and a cup of tea and settle for the night.
The next day will be Saturday so the weekend shifts take charge.
My appetite is very good so I hope the plates are large!
Waiting for resumption of the weekday hours routine,
Bought a Sunday Telegraph, threw away the magazine!
Monday morning transfer to a special acute stroke bay,
Visits by consultant’s team and a physio, busy day.
I didn’t like the Registrar, some sort of foreign bloke,
But he did confirm that what I’d had was a full ischaemic stroke.
The F1 doctor, Carly, was a lot more help to me,
Much more sympathetic but without appearing twee.
She arranged for further tests, X-rays and ultra-sound,
A reassuring manner but with both feet on the ground.
The next day and some physio, to reprogramme my brain
And help to make my left arm and leg start working once again.
An OT came to find out how I’d cope with things back home,
Especially as I think myself a would-be gastronome!
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I’m much to young to want, or need, the joys of meals on wheels
And I doubt if I would last for long on Tesco’s special deals.
I like to cook good wholesome food, helped down with cheap red wine,
Beef casserole with good fresh veg is how I’d rather dine.
Discharged a few days later with minimal advice,
I’m left alone to get on with it, it doesn’t feel that nice.
The NHS has limits so now its up to us
To make the most of what we’ve got, not kicking up a fuss.
The voluntary sector is there for those in need,
Not in ways financial but more with word and deed.
Sharing things we’ve gone through with others in the know,
Regaining our self confidence, which sometimes can be slow.
Stroke support’s available, for example, Different Strokes,
To cater for the social needs of a variety of folks.
Carers or survivors can benefit from their peers,
To know they’re not left on their own can dry those lonely tears.
I’m thankful to have got away with three strokes in a row
And what I’ve done to have such luck I’m sure I’ll never know.
But what’s done is done, what’s said is said, I’m such a lucky bloke
But make no mistake about it ..........A stroke is not a joke!

Caring and Sharing
By Edna Bavister

If there was more care in the world
There would be no room for hate.
I do not know who said that
But the sentiment is great.
So come and meet some people
Who do care quite a lot
Every Monday morning at the Coffee Stop.
It costs so very little
For a sandwich and a tea
But most importantly of all
The friendship here is free.
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frank charlo R.I.B.A
chartered architect

Charlo Architects are a young, innovative
and progressive company with expertise
in extensions, conversion, restoration and
new build.
We offer a full range of professional
Architectural Services from planning to
completion, tailored to each individual
clients needs.
If you have a project in mind we would be
delighted to meet and discuss it with you.

t 01494 462894

m 07712010882 e frank@charlo-architects.co.uk
www.charlo-architects.co.uk
31 selwood way, downley, buckinghamshire hp13 5xr
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We have the perfect recipe for creating a hot new
look for your kitchen this year!
With so much emphasis currently on saving money, this
could be the perfect time to refurbish an existing kitchen.
We will repaint your units, add new worktops, replace
appliances (we are an approved Neff supplier), remove
existing wall tiling, apply a fresh coat of emulsion to the
walls and even install new flooring.

Before

After

Don’t put off that much needed makeover and call 01494-718782 or email
sales@thepaintedkitchencompany.co.uk
See more examples at www.thepaintedkitchencompany.co.uk
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PETER C CORK

Plumbing • Bathroom Specialist • Ceramic Tiling
GENERAL PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS
FULL BATHROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATION INC TILING
EN SUITE & CLOAKROOM CONVERSIONS
WET ROOMS
POWER SHOWERS
WATER SOFTENERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
FULLY INSURED
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS

Call For A FREE Competitive Estimate
Tel/Fax 01494 443581 Mobile 07770 694131
1 White Close High Wycombe Bucks HP13 5NG
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All General Maintenance Works Carried Out
No Job Too Small From A Dripping Tap To a Full Size Patio
Patio Specialists
Wall & Floor Tiling
Painting & Decorating
Plumbing
Fencing
Blocked Drains / Gutters Cleared

Call Trevor For Free No Obligation Estimate - No Call Out Fee
Tel: 1494 638953
Mobile: 07754 948743
Email: suttonsproperty@aol.com
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A great opportunity
to promote your business or service locally
The Downley Village Art Show 2012
Will be producing a Best of Show publication in a similar format to the
Downley Village News.
This is your chance to both promote your business and show your
support for a high profile village event.

Register your interest at:
adverts@downley.org
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Le De Spencers A r ms
What’s On

Celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Enjoy Traditional English Summer Fare at the Le De
Big Lunch - £5.00/head, from 12pm
Join in the Le De Spoof competition at 4.30pm
Sunday 3rd June
Watch the Jubilee Concert live on the Le De Big Screen
With a free glass of Pimms and Cream Teas
Monday 4th June
Watch Euro 2012 at the Le De
FREE half time food for England games
8th June to 1st July
Father’s Day
Free pint for Dad when dining
Sunday 17th June
Watch Wimbledon 2012 on the Le De Big Screen
Free glass of Pimms with Strawberries and Cream
for the Ladies and Mens Finals
25th June to 8th July
Le De Beer Festival
Steak and Fish BBQ Saturday evening from 6.30pm
Friday 6th July & Saturday 7th July

01494 535317
info@ledespencersarms.co.uk
w w w.ledespencersa r ms.co.uk
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CRAIG BAKER
PLASTERING
&
PLUMBING

CLEAN, RELIABLE
AND FRIENDLY PLASTERER

Telephone or email on:

07854087272
craigbaker364@hotmail.co.uk
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List Of Advertisers
Academy GB Doors
Altea Beauty & Holistic Centre
“Are you sitting comfortably” Upholstery
AS Judo Academy
Aquarius Window Cleaning
Body & Soul Beauty Salon
Carol McCullough Soft Furnishings
Charlo Architects
Complete Bathrooms & Kitchens
Corbel Builders
Craig Baker
DJ Coles Property Services
D & P Heating
Downley Pharmacy
Hammond Construction
Holiday Club
IHD Solutions Web Design
J H Austin Painting & Decorating
Jill Burrell Tutor
JR Travel. Private Hire
Keeping It Clean
K M G Building Contractors
LEAP
Le De Spencers Arms
Magic Carpets
M.D . Garden Services
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M&J Motors
Michael Day Lawncare & Landscaping
Modern Charm
M T S Window Cleaning
New Look Cleaning
P K Stroy, Builder		
Peter Cork Plumbing		
P H Decorating
Ranasana Tandoori
Revive Car Bodywork
Roof Technology
Sewing Machinist
Spirit Hair Company
Suttons’ Property Maintenance
The Window Doctor
The Painted Kitchen Company
The Professional Building Company
The Reflex Zone
TLC 4 You
Top Marks Tuition
Wave A Wand
Weight Watchers
Woodland Management
Woodland Pre-School
Workmans Aircon
Wye Residential
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Credits
Editor
The Village News is currently edited by an
editorial team drawn from the Downley
Communications Forum. A volunteer is sought for
the permanent position of Editor. Contact:
info@downley.org
Layout
Pat Weedon at news@downley.org
Advertising
Contact:
adverts@downley.org
Distribution
Coordinated by Des Ryan. Volunteers to
deliver locally are always needed.
If interested contact Des on:
desmond.ryan@tiscali.co.uk or 01494 520938
Rates
Full Page £40 | Half Page £25 | Quarter Page £15
Steering Committee
The Downley Communications Forum set up as
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part of the Community Plan, provides oversight
to the Village News, the Village enews and the
downley.org website.
Bill Thompson
Chairman
Secretary
Peter Loadman
Treasurer
Clive Beard
Webmaster
Mark Starkey
Deadlines
The Village News is published quarterly in
November, February, May and August. The
deadline for adverts and copy for the next issue is
31 July 2012.
Copy
Please send text in editable format such as *.txt,
*.rtf, *.doc, .docx. Photographs to accompany
the text should be sent in as high a resolution as
possible in any common graphics format. Copy
should be sent to news@downley.org. Any copy or
photographs sent to this address may also be used
on the downley.org website.
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Downley Diary Please visit Downley.org for all the latest and up to date events and news.
June 3rd
4th

Downley Diamond Night on Commonside

5th

Downley Village Evening WI meeting at Community Centre

8th

Gig at the Downley Donkey: Razorback

9th

Tea Dances for the Elderly at St James Church Hall

10th

Downley Gardening Society June meeting

12th

Downley Evening WI at Pastures Church Hall

12th

Parish Council meeting at the Downley Community Centre

14th

Music Evening at The Downley School

16th

The Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations at St James Church

18th

Jimmy’s at St James Vicarage

22nd

Family Disco In the Marquee on Commonside at 7pm

23rd

Downley Day On Commonside

July 1st

Aug

Downley Common Preservation Society working party

Downley Common Preservation Society working party

2nd

“Jimmy’s” at 38 Southview

3rd

Downley Village Evening WI meeting at Community Centre

7th

Downley School Summer Fayre

10th

Parish Council meeting at the War Memorial Hall

10th

Downley Evening WI at Pastures Church Hall

14th

Tea Dances for the Elderly at St James Church Hall

14th

Concert on the Common Featuring “Cry Wolf”

16th

“Jimmy’s” at St James Vicarage

19th

Woodlands Pre-school Summer term ends

20th

School summer term ends (Bucks)

5th

Downley Common Preservation Society working party

7th

Monthly meeting of the Evening WI at Community Centre

11th

Tea Dances for the Elderly at St James Church Hall

14th

Downley Evening WI at Pastures Church Hall

14th

Parish Council meeting at the Downley Community Centre

23rd

Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival

