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This edition of the Village News marks a whole year since the new editorial team started 
and we are still looking for a permanent editor. For those who might be interested but are 
concerned that it will take too much of their time, it is worth pointing out that the editor’s 
job doesn’t include laying out the magazine - that’s currently done very effectively by 
Pat Weedon. All the editor does is to check the contributions that come in for typos and 
occasionally get them reduced if they’re a bit too long to fit, and of course write this 
introduction. You certainly get to find out what’s going on in the village - get in touch if 
you think it might appeal. 

The Village News is proving to be very popular with advertisers, so much so that adverts are in danger 
of overtaking the amount of articles that we can publish. As a result, starting with the February 2013 
issue, the maximum size of advert will be reduced to a half page and an additional option of an eighth 
page size will be introduced. We will also start to experiment a little with the layout, starting with putting 
adverts and articles on alternate pages instead of having all the adverts at the end. There may also be 
extra colour pages and possibly a change in size from A5 to something a bit larger, all dependant on costs 
which have not yet been worked out.

A new development which some may have seen is the Downley Community Facebook page which has 
been quite popular during the Jubilee, Art Show and Downley Day events. We are still working out how 
best to use this new channel; any ideas from readers will be very welcome. At the same time, the eNews 
is growing in popularity with now over 250 subscribers, but still a long way to go before it becomes the 
default village news channel. We will be putting links to the current eNews on the Facebook page as well 
as on the website. Of course, any newsletter will only be popular if it is interesting and informative so 
please send any news you have to news@downley.org to get it disseminated throughout the village.

Bill Thompson, Acting Editor 
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Large crowds congregated on the 
Common to hear first the Wycombe and 
Great Kingshill Band entertain us with 
a selection of classics. A spectacular 
firework display impressed everyone 
there and the beacon was lit in common 
with 4000 other beacons throughout the 
country. The event was topped off with 
Allergy encouraging a large crowd to 
dance the evening away. Thanks go to 
the Parish Council, The Village News 
and the Community Centre for funding 
the celebrations.

Downley Day was similarly well-
attended this year with large crowds who 
came to browse round the record number 
of stalls. The dog show was particularly 
popular this year which challenged the 
performance by LEAP for the size of 
audience. There are still some raffle 
winners who need to collect their prizes 
who are listed here:
Orange:
122 	Meal x 4 (Brickies) Andy Ashby  
228 	Meal x 4 (Brickies) Helen Bradlely  
195 	Meal x 2 + 2 Kids (Brickies) Steph  
422 	Meal x2 + 2 Kids Alison Barnett  
371 	Meal x2 (Le De Spencer) Katy White
194 	Cineworld X2 Steph Gonsalves  
458 	Manicure (Altea) Bob Gok
410 	Tesco Voucher Molly Lyon
274 	Tesco Voucher Valerrie 
97 	 Zumba Amanda Ball 
24 	 Playtrain Tamar
159 	Playtrain Lindsay Mark
26 	 Vin Blanc Wine Tamar
38 	 Hand Bag ?
30 	 Morrisons £5 Voucher Tamar
Green:
330 	Meal X 2 +2 Kids (Brickies) Jaquie 

535 	Meal X 2 +2 Kids (Brickies) Pastures Ch 
195 	Fleece Lewis
414 	Crate Of Beer Perowne
121 	Ranasana Tandori Phil Carter
316 	Whisky Charlie Sears
468 Cineworld Julia Rouse
493 	Playtrain Jon Harvey
283 	Brandy Wendy
437 	Cava Sainsburys Ray Styles
512 	Spirit Hair Products Sylvia Croland

The Concert on the Common suffered 
from bad weather but those hardy souls 
who came along were rewarded by 
some weather later in the evening and 
an excellent band in the shape of “Cry 
Wolf”. The charity collection in aid of 
Scannappeal raised a creditable £177.

Downley Summer Season
The Diamond Jubilee kicked off the 
summer with a bang (literally) 
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Downley Descants Debut

I was very impressed by these and felt 
that Downley, as a village, would benefit 
from forming a community singing group. 
The project began in April with adverts in 
the Bucks Free Press, The Downley News, 
the Downley website and on local posters, 
asking for both would-be singers and a 
musical director. I was encouraged by the 
response, both from prospective members 
and musical directors. At this stage I enlisted 
the help of Julie Moore, as secretary, and my 
husband, Bob, as treasurer. Over the coming 
months the numbers of interested people had 
steadily increased to 29 and, having chosen 
our musical director we were ready for our 
first meeting. This took place on 19 July. 
20 people had confirmed that they would 
be attending but, unbelievably, 37 people 
arrived and we had trouble locating enough 
chairs for everyone.

We introduced our very talented Musical 
Director, Louise Langley, who told us about 
her background in music and her involvement 
in local singing groups from school age up 
to adults, including the renowned Wycombe 

Orpheus Male Voice Choir. Louise has lived 
in Downley all her life so has the good of the 
village at heart. She relishes the challenge of 
knocking us into some sort of a choir and is 
even talking about a concert at Christmas so 
be warned! When I started this project my 
vision was to form a new choir in Downley 
with people of all abilities who wanted to 
enjoy a fun evening singing together. The 
fun started when Louise got us warming up 
with “lip trills” (the whole room was blowing 
raspberries in tune!) We then sang some well-
known songs that Louise had prepared. The 
meeting broke up with lots of enthusiastic, 
smiling faces. We had intended to vote on a 
name for the choir but with all the excitement, 
we forgot. The few remaining people in the 
hall decided on Downley Descants so we 
hope this is acceptable to you all.

If this sounds like something you’d 
want to be involved with, you still can. 
We start officially on 6 September. 
Contact Lyn on 01494 436063 or by 
email at grannyandbobby@tiscali.co.uk

The Downley choir has got off to a flying start! At a very successful and well-
attended introductory meeting I explained that my desire to set up a choir came 
from following all Gareth Malone’s programmes on television.
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They say that ‘A change is as good as a 
rest’ but when it comes to things around 
us we all prefer a bit of stability.  We 
do not want things to change and this 
certainly applies to Downley Common 
with its mix of trees, areas of scrub, long 
grass, and of course the more closely cut 
areas where people can stroll and just enjoy 
the peaceful environment. 

The Downley Common Preservation 
Society was formed back in the 1970s when  
the prospect of a through road across to Naphill 
was again mooted. The Society’s prime aim, 
then as it is now, was to preserve the Common 
for the enjoyment of future generations. I 
think nowadays that it is recognised that this 
is an impossible goal.  Not because there is not 
the will, but simply because nature can never 
be made to stand still.

Everything on the Common has this 
annoying habit of ‘growing’. What we see today 
will be different in the future and is certainly 
different from the past. Left unchecked the 
areas of long grass will quickly turn to scrub, 
with young saplings coming in and eventually 
what is now open grassland will become a 
wood. And it does not take that long. Have 
a look at the picture (below) taken from 
Commonside sometime in the early 1900s. The 
chimney pots just showing on the bottom right 
belong to Well Cottage, which lies on the bridle 

path between Downley and Hughenden Manor, 
with Vale Cottage just behind.  How things 
have changed. Already by the early 1960s 
Vale Cottage itself is nearly hidden by trees 
(below) and scrub is growing in the foreground.  
Left alone all of the Common will eventually 
become woodland and the environments that 
we appreciate now will be lost.

So doing nothing and not ‘managing’ the 
common will not preserve what we have 
today but rather result in a slow but steady 
loss of what we all enjoy at present. The 
long-term aim of the Society is therefore not 
preserve the Common as it is today but rather 
to ensure that the mix of woodland, scrub 
and grass is maintained for the enjoyment 
of future generations- conservation rather 
than preservation. What this means for the 
Common is that as well as constantly limiting 
by flailing the amount of grassland that reverts 
to scrub, the Society also cuts down a very 
limited number of both young and mature trees 
each year. The boundaries of the woodland are 
therefore in a constant state of flux with some 
areas encroaching on grassland whilst others 
are pushed back.  

We cannot remove only young trees as 
eventually the woodland will comprise of 
solely mature trees, but the selective removal 
of mature trees, including Oaks as well as 
Hawthorn, Beeches and Cherries, will ensure a 
continuing balance in the wide range of habitats 
for both birds and animals.

Is it time now that the Society changed its 
name to the Downley Common Conservation 
Society?  Perhaps that is a change too many.

Brian Knott. DCPS.

Downley Common
News

It Just Keeps on Growing 
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St James Church - Shaping Up Nicely!

How and where we eat says something 
about what we expect from a mealtime. If 
we just want to be fed at the end of a long 
day, then feet up in front of the telly will be 
absolute heaven. If we want to reconnect 
with our loved ones (even those aged two 
and half who like to throw food around) then 
sitting alongside one another with no other 
distractions and just chatting is heavenly.

At St James Church, we believe that 
worship should be the best of all we can offer 
to God. Our family occasions - what we call 
worship - should also reflect and strengthen 
what we believe God is like and how we can 
connect to him. If you have ever joined us 
then we hope you met a bunch of people that 
really loves him and loves each other. If you 
haven’t yet given us a go, why not come for a 
browse? We meet for worship every Sunday 
at 11.00am and offer activities for all ages, 
and not just on Sundays, either!

Come into the building this Sunday, 
however, and you’ll see that we have made 
an important change to the interior and it has 
been a few years in the making! In short, we 
have finally changed the shape of our seating! 
It might not sound like a big thing but then 
not everyone thinks that sitting around the 
dinner table for meals is either. 

It all started roughly ten years ago when 
the then Vicar, Mark, came up with a 
new seating plan. His idea was to reshape 
the chairs so that, rather than have the 
congregation in straight rows, nose onto the 
altar, the seating would be curved inwards. 

The wardens and I took just one hour to 

Taking away the rigid straight lines has softened 
the space and given it a more intimate feel, like an 
embrace. (Photo Courtesy of Mr Peter Higham)

make the change and it has had a dramatic 
effect on how the worship space looks and 
feels. Looking at the people who come to 
worship (and, although we are very fond 
of the building, the church is really the 
people) the new shape has affected them, 
too. Goodness knows what the planned 
installation of carpeting will do!

Of course, you’d be right in saying that we 
can play around with seating configurations 
to our hearts’ content, but if we, as Christians, 
lack warmth and openness what’s the point?. 
But, the truth is that St James’ is a warm and 
open group of people; all the new shape has 
done is reflect that fact. We can reflect this in 
other ways but, like I implied earlier, worship 
should be “our utmost for his highest”. It is a 
regular time set aside to praise God, to learn 
about our faith, to pray, to think, and to be 
under one roof as his family. 

Whatever your shape, come and give us 
a go sometime, any Sunday at 11.00am.

So, where do you eat your evening meal? Around the table, on your lap in front 
of the telly or maybe you eat standing up because, as everyone knows, you don’t 
absorb any calories when you’re standing up (sorry, that’s not true, but I wish it 
was!). In our house, we eat most meals sat together around the kitchen table. Back 
when my family was in the pub trade, we only managed that on Sundays - meals 
throughout the week were a matter of every man, woman and child for themselves! 
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How does your garden grow? 

In spite of all the 
wet weather mine 
has looked the best 
it’s been for some 
years with lots of 

bloom to enjoy and 
plenty of pollen for the 

bees. The blue tits are enjoying the 
sunflower seeds in the feeders, the 
hedge sparrows pop in and out of the 
hedge for the insects and the robin 
lords it up as if he owns the place, 
plenty going on in my garden!

Since the last Village news we have 
had a trip to Exbury Gardens in the 
New Forest which is renowned for its 
rhododendrons and azaleas, we’ve 
had a talk by Brian Fisher on ‘Popular 
cottage-style gardening’ and we visited 
Edwin Rye’s wonderful garden as seen 
on Alan Titchmarsh’s TV programme. 
We also had a very successful plant 
stall at Downley Day

Downley Gardening Society
Future events:
•	 Saturday 8th September – Autumn 
horticultural show – there are 2 open 
classes for non-members – best vegetable 
and best bloom so even if you aren’t a 
member you can still exhibit. Contact Ken 
as below for details.
•	 Monday 15th October – talk entitled 
‘Amazing range of grasses and grass 
effect plants in the garden’ by Brian 
Fisher
•	 Monday 19th November – talk by 
Jolyon Lea entitled ‘Plants in a Chiltern 
garden’
•	 Monday 10th December – talk by 
Brian Clews entitled ‘Birds in Winter’

Non-members are always very 
welcome to our talks - £1.50 including 
tea and biscuits. 

Membership is £8 per household and 
£5 for senior citizens. If you have any 
queries please contact Ken on:
 01494 524622

Downley Evening WI 
Ladies, have you ever thought of joining the WI? Come and 

see for yourself on the second Tuesday of each month. We meet 
at The Pastures Church Hall, HP13 5RR at 7.45pm. We are a 
friendly, lively group and you would be made most welcome.

 Over the past six months we have been on rambles, been 
behind the scenes at Ascot Racecourse, “Gone to the Dogs” 
at Oxford Greyhound Stadium and had our own garden party to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. 
Each month we have a very popular Literary Lunch with members bringing something amusing 
or interesting to read. Our speakers have been entertaining too, on subjects varying from Egypt 
to the Olympics. In August we are having a tour of West Wycombe House led by one of our own 
members followed by afternoon tea. There is something for everyone! 

Our November talk is The Story of Kitchen and Cooking by Miss C Bloxham and in December 
we will be entertained by our own “Delectable Selection”.

If you are looking for new friends do come and join us. You will not be disappointed.
For further details contact: Janet Durkin 01494 535662
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TheCoffee Stop
Back in the middle of June we had a 
small celebration for the hundredth 
birthday of our loyal customer, Gwen.    

She also celebrated in style 
with the Link lunch club and her 
wide and appreciative family.  
Subsequently she has brought 
her Royal telegram to show 
us and also the magnificent 
photo book of the occasion 
that had been put together by 
her family. I was privileged 
to visit her home and see the 
multitude of flowers, balloons 
and cards that had totally taken 
over her living room.

Our next celebration will be the 
famous Harvest Lunch on October 1st which 
will coincide with the 10th birthday of the 
Coffee Stop.  Tickets at £6 each will include a 
raffle ticket (so be sure to remember to bring 
them to the lunch) and will be on sale from 
early September.  This is one of the high spots 
of our year and is much enjoyed by all.

Disraeli Downley Youth Club
Reopens 7pm Monday, 10th September 

Under new leadership with an added SPORTS THEME inspired by London 2012! 
All our existing facilities remain available as before.

Club nights 7 to 9pm at St James’s Hall 
(behind St James’s Church) Plomer Hill, Downley

All young people welcome between year 6 and age 16
Membership is £1 a session

Patrick Crotty, Chair - Disraeli Downley Youth Steering Group 
077 111 0 7975 • patrick@crotty.co.uk

We are pleased to welcome new helpers, 
two Dianas and Stephanie, very timely offers 
of help as one or two of our group have had 
to temporarily retire for health reasons.  
Anyone able to drive is also very welcome 
to join our pool of drivers even if it is only 
occasionally, just to have someone to call on 

in times of need is most helpful. There 
is one area we do need help though 

– is there any strong person who 
would be able to help us put up the 
tables between 10 and 10.15 on  a 
Monday morning and put them 
away at 1pm?  Again, it need not 
be every week but it would be 
most useful to have someone we 
could call on in case of illness etc.

Christine is compiling a memory 
book of our first 10 years which 

will use many photographs taken and 
organised by Janet and David, hopefully 

we will be able to publish this and maybe 
have it available before Christmas.

We look forward to seeing you on a 
Monday at St James between 11am and 1pm.

Ann Buxton
pabuxton@hotmail.com
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The need for Downley to have a 
pharmacy of its own was identified in the 
community plan as far back as the year 2000 
and it topped the list of healthcare services 
needed in the most recent community survey 
in 2010. The opening ceremony was well 
attended by local residents and parish council 
representatives who were delighted to finally 
have a pharmacy to call their own.

Cllr Mallen said in her speech: “I am 
delighted to see this pharmacy finally open 
and start to provide a much needed service 
to the residents of Downley and surrounding 
areas. Up until now, local people have had to 
travel a long distance down into Wycombe 
to access a pharmacy and we have lobbied 
long and hard for Downley to be allowed a 
pharmacy of its own. It is imperative that the 
local community now makes use of this new 
pharmacy to ensure its foundations in the 
community now, and long into the future.”

Fiona Wyborn, Pharmacist at Downley 
Pharmacy said: “We are delighted that the 
opening of Downley Pharmacy has had 
overwhelming support from local people 
and their representatives. I am sure our 
prescription collection service will save 
residents a huge amount of time and effort 
when it comes to getting hold of their 
prescription medicines and the availability 
of plenty of free parking already seems to 
be attracting customers from outside of the 
village too.

Fiona explains “It is easy to change 
pharmacy, simply speak to a member of 
staff , and you will be guided through the 
process. Patients will be able to order their 
prescriptions in person, over the phone or 

online at www.downleypharmacy.com.”
For the convenience of patients, the 

pharmacy is open from 9am until 6pm from 
Monday to Friday and 9am until 12pm on 
Saturday. Downley Pharmacy is dedicated 
to enhancing the patient experience, offering 
a free prescription collection and delivery 
service catering for all GP surgeries in 
High Wycombe and surrounding areas. 
The pharmacy is equipped with two private 
consultation rooms, one of which will be 
rented to other healthcare providers such 
as chiropody/podiatry, physiotherapy, 
reflexology and other complimentary 
therapies in addition to the pharmacy 
providing a stop smoking service, medicines 
MOTs, and Diabetes & Blood Pressure checks.

Fiona continues “We want the pharmacy 
to be more than just a traditional chemist so a 
wide range of private healthcare services will 
be made available if there is demand locally. 
We have already had initial interest from a 
chiropodist and a nutritionist. It makes much 
more sense for people to access services nearer 
their home so we hope to be able to convince 
the local NHS to also utilise our treatment 
room for things like vaccination clinics.

Council Chairperson opens new pharmacy for Downley
The new “Downley Pharmacy”, located beside Tesco Express at the Cross Court 
Shopping parade in Downley, was officially opened on Saturday 23rd June by 
Cllr Wendy Mallen, who represents the Downley ward & is also chairperson of 
Wycombe council.
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Pastures Church
“Design Our Centre” Competition   

“Heart of the Community” is an 
initiative by The Pastures Church to 
discover the best way forward to serve 
the square mile community around its 
building known as Downley and Disraeli. 
We want to include as many people as 
possible from our Church community 
and local community in this process. 
The “Design Our Centre” competition 
is one of many ways we are seeking to 
understand the needs and dreams of 
our square mile community. All ages in 
our community are important and we 
want entries from the youngest to the 
oldest residents. Even if you don’t live in 
Downley or Disraeli but have a “heart” 
for our local community please enter and 
get involved!  

All designs must be on an A3 piece of 
paper or card. You can use all types of 
materials to create your centre design or 

An hour of fun, messy play, stories, songs 
and games, including light snack. Parents/ 
carers can choose to leave their children with 
us, stay with their child or visit the Rock 
Café.

 We’ll be Rocking for God! An hour and a 
half of games, craft, fun sheets, stories, and 
other exciting activities with a light snack!

 Come and meet new friends, get active 
and play games, get learning and discover 
together, get creative and make things. Flints 
is fast moving, and action-packed, together 
we’ll have a solid 90 minutes of fun. 

Every Friday in term-time at 4pm 
(age 3-5), 5pm (age 5-7), 6pm (7-11) and 
7.45pm (11+).

Contact The Pastures Church office: 
01494525074 or pasturesoffice@gmail.com  

write about it. You can use everything 
from poetry, painting, fabric design, 
cardboard, pencils, felt-tips, computer 
technology as long as it is all on the A3 
sheet.  You must write within the A3 sheet 
why your design deserves to be a “heart 
of the community” winner. 

There are age categories which are 
3-5 years, 6-8 years, 9-12 years, 13-16 
years, and Adult [16 years plus]. The 
deadline for designs to be delivered to The 
Pastures Church Office is 9pm Friday 9th 
November. From Thursday 15th November 
until Sunday 18th November we hope to 
have an exhibition of all the designs at our 
Church building. Finally on Sunday 18th 
November from 10am we plan to hold a 
Service called “Heart” where category 
winners will receive their prizes. 

We would like you to register 
beforehand so we know the sort of 
numbers taking part for planning the 
exhibition. For more information or 
to register to enter please contact The 
Pastures Church office: 
01494525074 or pasturesoffice@gmail.com  

Rock Solid
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Downley School
This term at The Downley School has 
been one of the most exciting ever!  

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee was a 
great cause for celebration. The children 
developed their knowledge about Her 
Majesty and the Royal Family in many 
creative ways, culminating with a family 
Jubilee picnic and mass kite flying event! 
It was lovely to join with Maplewood 
School for part of this day. Our other 
neighbours, Sunshine Montessori and 
The Downley After School Club have 
settled in very well to the benefit of 
all on site.  We also mustn’t forget 
our friends just down the road at The 
Disraeli School with whom some of our 
staff have also worked closely this year. 

Throughout the whole term, the 
children have been learning about the 
Olympics – past and present. Some 
of our children have participated in a 
‘Greek Day’ learning about the origin 
of the Games and about life in Ancient 
Greek times. We also held an Olympic 
art exhibition, showing every pupil’s 
professionally framed works of art. 

A first for the school was a whole 
school (well almost) visit to Hughenden 
Manor. As most of Year 6 pupils went 
off for a residential trip to The Frontier 
Centre, the rest of us walked through 
the woods to Hughenden Manor and 
had a fantastic day of outdoor learning. 
During the summer holidays there will 
be a ‘Banner on the Manor’ showing lots 
of images of children participating in 
outdoor activities. There should be lots 
of our children on the banner, so pop 
along and have a look.

Year 6 have been especially busy, in 
this their last term at primary school. 

Their performances 
of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ were 
outstanding and during their graduation 
ceremony, there was much reflection 
upon their time at The Downley School.

Another first was a ‘Governors in 
School’ day. Our governors meet regularly 
during evenings and make regular visits to 
school as individuals, but never before all 
together as a group during the school day.  
Some of them were a bit taken aback by 
our energetic ‘Wake and Shake’ start to the 
day, but all joined in!  This group of people 
work with myself and the staff and play an 
extremely important part in the strategic 
running of the school and need thanking 
for their time, dedication and commitment. 

Our Summer Fayre was a great 
success.  Another fantastic group of 
people who support the school are our 
Parents Association who organised the 
fayre, having to change to ‘Wet Weather 
Plan B’. Everyone had a great time and 
we raised over £4000 which will benefit 
all of our children directly.

As my second year as headteacher of 
The Downley School draws to a close, I 
feel even more privileged to be part of a 
truly wonderful community. My team of 
staff are the most amazing people, every 
one of them giving their all to enhance 
the life opportunities for our children. 
The children are fabulous and the support 
for the school from parents and members 
of the community is highly valued. I look 
forward to returning in September for 
another great year with everyone! 

Mrs Webb, Headteacher



14

Downley War Memorial Hall

As everyone in the village will have 
witnessed, your Memorial Hall has 
undergone major restoration. 

After years of fundraising by the 
Trustees a £10,000 grant from the 
National Lottery Fund and grants from 
the Wycombe District Council and 
Downley Parish Council, we now have a 
new roof, two new disabled toilets (one on 
each floor), a new staircase and complete 
redecoration of the ground floor. The most 
recent addition is the ramp to assist the less 
able amongst us to gain entry to the Hall.

Fundraising carries on as we need to 
refit the kitchen and the flooring will need 
to be replaced at some time in the future.   
Planning permission has been granted 
to build an extension at the rear of the 
lower hall to incorporate a new lobby and 
toilet block.  This lower floor has been in 
constant use over the past few years and 
now requires quite a lot of refurbishment 
in order to bring it up to standard.

The hall is available for hire by 
organisations and for private parties. 

The Trustees meet on the first Tuesday 
of the month at 8pm in the Hall.  If you are 
interested in helping with the running and/
or fundraising you will be most welcome.

We have a number of events booked for 
the coming months:

October 20th at 7.30pm. Quiz Night - 
Theme: Jubilympics 

Tickets £6 per head bring your own 
food and drink. 8 people per table.

November 2nd at 6.30pm sees the 
return of Theatre in the Villages with 
The Nutcracker is adapted from the story 
by Hoffmann, the play takes place in a 
toyshop in 19th century Germany where 
Zachariah the toymaker is hard at work. 

Reality gradually gives way to dream-
like fantasy as the audience is led into a 
series of amazing adventures.  The toys 
come to life like those of Marie and Fritz 
in the fairytale and Zachariah takes on 
the character of the children’s godfather 
Drosselmeier – the sinister clockmaker.

The play features Tchaikovsky’s 
familiar music, arranged by Andrew 
Dodge. This is a Cornelius & Jones 
production (www.corneliusjones.com). 
Tickets £10 Adults £5 Children.

November 11th (Sunday) Remembrance 
Day Service at 3pm

November 30th at 7.30pm. We are 
pleased to offer a second performance 
in partnership with Theatre in the 
Villages of No Hall 2 Small with Hank 
Wangford.  A glimpse of gloom as Hank 
and Brad trail the dark underbelly of 
Country Music finding laughter within 
the misery of life.  They will be your 
guide with original songs from their CD’s 
and specially chosen Country Classics – 
Yodelling, a rope trick or two from Brad, 
laughter and tears from Hank.  Suitable 
for all ages (www.hankwangford.com). 
Tickets £10 under 16’s £8.

Information and tickets from the 
treasurer Pamela Brooks Tel: 01494 
436161 or dwmh_1924x@btinternet.com
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Introducing….happydoodle! We are 
a brand new art club in Downley, for 
children aged 12 and under.

Offering holiday workshops, toddler 
sessions and after-school courses, we 
encourage children to explore art in a fun 
and welcoming environment. Having seen 
the high standard of work produced for 
the Downley Art Competition, we know 
that the young people in the village are 
very creative – happydoodle is clearly the 
club for them! 

happydoodle is run by Downley artists 
Lian Chan and Jane Powell. Between us 
we have years of experience in delivering 
children’s art workshops and have 
prepared sessions for our new venture 
using famous works of art as a focus. The 
sessions feature a wide range of activities 
and materials, building confidence and 
developing creative thinking.

In July, we held taster sessions in 
the Memorial Hall for both toddlers 
and children aged 12 and under, which 
demonstrated what to expect from a 
typical happydoodle workshop. These 
sessions were extremely popular, with 
the children experimenting with different 
painting and drawing techniques as we 
looked at the work of 
Jackson Pollock. Check 
out our Facebook page to 
see just what we produced 
in an hour of messy fun!  
www.facebook.com/
happydoodlearts Also you 
will see pictures from our 
stalls at Downley Day and 
Downley School Summer 
Fete. Until our website is 
up and running this is  

 
 
 
 
 
the place to get info on all our courses and 
workshops, or you can call us or email; 
contact details below.  

happydoodle has got off to a great start 
thanks to the brilliant kids who have made 
our sessions so much fun. Many thanks 
to them and their parents as we begin this 
new venture, and we hope to meet many 
more of you soon!  

Upcoming events:
Summer workshops. Each fun and 

friendly workshop lasts 2 hours, set within a 
calm, structured environment, and costs £15 
which includes all materials used. 

After-school courses. For ages 5-12, 
bookable courses each half term. One 6 week 
course costs £40 (all incl.)
17th Sept - 22nd Oct, Mondays 3.45 – 4.45pm 
Downley Community Centre.

Toddler courses. Come along - and pay 
on the day - for a chance to explore the visual 
world with your toddler. A wide variety of 
activities and materials for the children to 
discover. Each session £4.50 (let us know you 

are coming in advance).
17th Sept – 22nd Oct, Mondays 
1.30 – 2.30pm Downley 
Community Centre.

Booking is essential for all 
events as we have limited 
places. To book in your child 
please call happydoodle on 
07448 793813 and speak 
to Lian or Jane, or email 
happydoodlearts@gmail.com  

Join happydoodle for an art adventure
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Downley Parish Council 
News

Members of Downley Parish  Council 
would like to say a sincere thank you to 
residents and visitors for their wonderful 
support at our Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
event on 4th June and at Downley Day 
on 22nd/23rd June. The “buzz “ around 
the village has been amazing in the last 
few weeks.

A special Oak tree is being planted 
later this year on The Common at the east 
end of Commonside to commemorate the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

Downley has been judged joint runner-
up with Holmer Green in the Pushman 
Cup (large villages) in this year’s Best 
Kept Village Competition. The judges 
decided to award Downley the Dashwood 
Trophy as the best runner-up. The awards 
will be presented by the Vice Lord 
Lieutenant Alexander Boswell on Saturday 
8th September in the winning villages.

Street Lighting
If anyone wishes to report details of 

street light repairs needed in the following 
roads, they need to phone Ringway Jacobs 
(lighting contractors for Bucks CC) on 
0845 2302882.

Plomer Hill, Downs Park, Hillfield 
Close, ( Hithercroft Road and Pastures from 
junction with Tinkers Wood Road up to 

Bellfields ), Westover Road, Sunnycroft, 
South View, Woodcote Green, Pheasant 
Drive, Southfield Road, Middlebrook Road, 
White Close and  Merry Down. There are no 
scouts employed to do spot checks of lights 
that are not working in these areas, so the 
contractors have to rely on members of the 
public contacting them with details.  

Dates for 2012 diaries: 
•	 Monday  5th Nov - Torchlight 		
	 Procession and Bonfire on the Common 	
	 at 6.30 pm  
•	 Sunday 11th Nov – Remembrance Day 	
	 Service at War Memorial Hall at 3.00 pm 
•	 Monday  31st Dec – Lighting the 	
	 Millennium Beacon at Commonside 	
	 at 11.45 p.m

Council Meetings
Parish Council meetings are on the 2nd 
Tuesday every month. In July, September 
and November meetings are at the War 
Memorial Hall, starting at 8.00pm. In June, 
August, October and December meetings 
are at the Downley Community Centre, 
School Close starting at 7.45pm. Up to 30 
minutes are allowed for public questions. 
Agendas are posted on the Parish Council 
notice boards at least 4 days in advance.

The Clerk (Chris Hamilton) can be 
contacted on 01494 462195 or by email 
at: downley_pc@tiscali.co.uk 

Village News Delivery
Do you appreciate having D.V.N. delivered to your door?

Very many thanks to those who carry out these deliveries in their own time. Without you there 
would be no D.V.N.

Unfortunately, we are very close to running short of deliverers. We have one on our reserve list, and 
we hope that  she will replace one who is planning to move out of the area.  There are no reserves to 
cover for sickness and holidays.  PLEASE,  we need more volunteers in order to cover all the streets 
in the distribution area. All it takes is about 1 hour of your time every three months. Teresa and/or 
Des Ryan will be very pleased. Contact Des on desmond.ryan@tiscali.co.uk or 01494 520938 
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At Jimmy’s, the young persons’ group 
run by St James’ Church, we enjoy 
food, video games, sport, music and 
meaningful discussion with adult 
supervision. Any young person aged  
11-18 years is welcome to attend. 

Each session is centred on a 
particular theme relevant to everyday 
life, for example ‘Independence’, 
‘Maturity’ and ‘Leadership’.

Jimmy’s reopens after the summer break 
on Tuesday 18 September from 4.45pm 
to 6.30pm. The venue will be St James’ 
Vicarage, next to the church building. When 
we asked for feedback earlier in the year, 
our young people told us they would like a 
regular, longer session with a proper meal 
(i.e. more food!) so we are going to do just 
that and lay on a hot meal. 

So, members will receive an e-mail 
or letter by post explaining the need to 
ensure our information is correct and be 
asked to respond. 

New members are always very 
welcome to join us. Our next trips to The 
Mousetrap, a Carol Concert in Oxford 
and Cirque du Soliel at the Royal Albert 
Hall, will already be done and dusted 
when the Village News is published. 
We can’t really advertise events in the 
Village News as the time-scales are too 
short so joining is the best way to hear 
about what’s happening.

Give us a call or drop us a line to 
be added to the mailing list or chat 
through what we offer.

From then on, we will have a short 
(4.45pm-5.45pm with snacks) session on 
the 1st Monday of the month, then a long 
(4.45pm-6.30pm with hot meal) on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month. Each session 
costs just 50p per person.

A full schedule will be given out by hand, 
you can also visit our website  
www.stjamesdownley.org   See you there!

Alan and Claire Baker
82 Littleworth Road
Downley, High Wycombe HP13 5UY 
01494 437552
clairebaker55@btinternet.com

Downley Theatre Group
The Theatre Group continues to grow and grow! Given that there are now 212 names 
and addresses on the data-base, we think it’s time for a sort out as some people have 
been on the list since the Group started ten years ago and never been on an outing.
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Round-up of Regular Activities
Aerobic Tues 6.30pm, Sat 9.30am Community Centre

Art Club Thurs 9.30am St James Hall

Art Group Tues 10am Community Centre

Bridge Group Thurs 7.15pm Community Centre

Chipmunks Woodcarving Wed 10am Community Centre

Circuit Training Wed 6pm St James Hall

Coffee Stop Mon 10am St James Hall

Community Library Mon, Sat 10am, Thurs 3pm Community Centre

Dance Classes for Young People Mon pm & evening Sunnybank Hall

Dog Training Tues 6pm St James Hall

Downley Descants Thurs evening Sunnybank Hall

Downley Village Evening WI 1st Tues 7.30pm Community Centre

Downley Wine & Beer Club 2nd Wed 8pm Community Centre

Downley Youth Club Mon 7pm St James Hall

French Circle 2nd Fri 7.30pm Community Centre

Greatest Hits Choir Tues 8.15pm St James Hall

Homecare meeting Tues 1.30pm St James Hall

Karate Wed 7pm, Fri 7pm St James Hall

Line Dancing Tues 12.45pm, Fri 11.15am Community Centre

Links Lunches Fri 10.30am St James Hall

Mums & Toddlers Group - term time Mon 9am Community Centre

Story time at 11.00am Daily at 11am Community Centre

Simply Walk Mon 10am Community Centre

Philatelic Club Alternate Thurs 7pm St James Hall

Pilates for beginners (term time) Wed 9.30am Community Centre

Tai Chi – for Arthritis (term time) Wed 10.45pm Community Centre

Tai Chi – beginners (term) Sep 2012 Wed 6.45pm Community Centre

Tai Chi Thurs am Sunnybank Hall

Weightwatchers Thurs 5.30pm St James Hall

Zest for Life Mon 8pm Community Centre
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Shrek The Musical

Superfast Broadband

On Friday 29th June I went to a musical 
called Shrek. The coach picked us up from 
Tesco and took us to London and dropped 
us off right outside the Theatre. We got 
there a bit earlier than expected so I went 
to a café with my Nan and Mum. 

Then we went to the theatre, when I saw 
the theatre I was amazed as it was huge. I 
got a Shrek Slush drink which was green 
and red, then we went to our seats.

I loved how the lights were all on the stage 
as it shined on the background and made 
it all sparkly. Then the show started. I was 

  These days it’s not uncommon for 
households to have more than one way 
of accessing the internet – be it through 
a computer, tablet, smartphone or games 
console.  But standard broadband cannot 
always cope with the requirements placed 
on it by modern families, who like to use 
the internet to do a variety of things – from 
watching catch up TV, streaming films, 
uploading photos, or enjoying online gaming. 

With superfast broadband, multiple 
devices can be online at any one time and 
still enjoy high speed connectivity.

Unfortunately from town to town and even 
street to street, internet connection speeds 
vary significantly across Buckinghamshire.  
Buckinghamshire County Council and 
Buckinghamshire Business First have secured 
government funding to improve access in 
areas which currently have no broadband 
access or suffer very slow speeds.

Registering your demand for superfast 

amazed how good they 
looked with all their 
costumes. I loved donkey 
because he was funny 
and ridiculous. The King  
looked really funny as he 
was small acting on his knees. The dragon 
was huge and I liked how he was controlled, 
with his eyes and tail moving.

It was the best show I have seen because 
it was funny and exciting, you didn’t know 
what was going to happen next and it felt 
like you were there, in it.

Jack Ellis [age 9]

broadband will only take a couple of 
minutes and won’t cost a penny. You’re 
simply helping Buckinghamshire County 
Council and Buckinghamshire Business 
First demonstrate to broadband providers 
that there is a strong demand for superfast 
connectivity here in the county.  If you are 
unable to register online please call 0845 
3708090 / 01296 395000.

Register by 1 September 2012 and you 
will be entered into a free prize draw for a 
chance to win an iPad kindly donated by 
Buckinghamshire Business First.

More information, including answers 
to frequently asked questions, is available 
on www.superfastforbucks.org.  Details 
about which areas will benefit from our 
government funding and when improved 
broadband access will be rolled out in 
Buckinghamshire will be published on the 
website as soon as we know, so please check 
the website for updates.

If your current broadband speed doesn’t meet your needs you can do something about 
it today by visiting www.superfastforbucks.org and backing your local county council’s 
campaign to bring superfast broadband to Buckinghamshire.
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The Write Time to get Creative.
Come on, admit it, there have been times 

in your life when you’ve wondered what it 
might be like to be a writer. Perhaps you’ve 
dreamed of giving up your day job to write 
a Hollywood screenplay, or of penning 
a best-seller while the kids are at school. 
Maybe you’ve thought of turning your 
everyday experiences of being a child-
minder or driving instructor into a popular 
newspaper column. Or perhaps there’s an 
interesting ancestor whose life you want to 
record for posterity. Maybe the story you 
want to write is the kind of story you enjoy 
reading and secretly believe you could tell 
better – if only you could find the time, and 
the motivation to get started. 

I’m not going to lie to you, writing is hard 
work. Making that first mark on a blank 
page takes guts, and you will have to learn 
not to be a perfectionist. There will be lots 
of crossings out – if you use a computer the 
delete button will become your best friend 
- but slowly and surely, I promise, words 
will become sentences, sentences will grow 
into paragraphs and paragraphs might even 
extend themselves into chapters.  Then, as 
you go back over what you’ve written, you’ll 
start to judge what works and what doesn’t. 
You’ll edit and then you’ll write some more.

The best way to start writing is - to start 
writing! Everyday. Set your alarm twenty 
minutes earlier than normal and put a pen 
and paper by your bedside (or laptop or 
Ipad if you prefer!) then as soon as you’re 
awake, write down the first things that come 
into your head. You might find that you’re 
writing about your dreams a lot to begin 
with, but that doesn’t matter. Just so long as 
you’re getting into the writing habit. Don’t 
worry about punctuation or establishing a 
meaningful narrative at this stage, let your 
imagination roam about – you’ll be sleepy, 
but the chances are your brain will also 

be fresher and more responsive. You’ll be 
surprised at how quickly nuggets of stories 
can present themselves – a childhood 
memory, an item from last night’s news, even 
a response to the pattern in your bedroom 
wallpaper – it’s all a potential starting point 
for something more.

Exercising your writing muscle on a 
regular basis will prepare you for writing 
longer and more formal things – a short story 
perhaps, or the first chapter of your novel. 
That’s when you need to organise some time 
to be alone with your ideas. Send the family 
out for a morning or take an afternoon off 
work and go to the library. Two or three 
hours maximum should be all you need – but 
don’t expect to fill the whole of that time 
with solid typing or scribbling– some writers 
need a while to ‘get into the zone’, others 
write for short bursts punctuated by trips to 
the kitchen to make tea or put on a load of 
washing. Just make sure that your breaks 
don’t distract you too much, and try not to 
make phone-calls or go on-line. You need to 
keep your mind focused even if you’re not 
actually writing. 

Write for as long as feels comfortable, and 
if possible leave yourself on a cliff-hanger 
so that when you come back to it, your story 
draws you in and insists that you come up 
with what happens next. 

You can of course follow all of the above 
suggestions, or none of them. That’s the 
beauty of creative writing – there are no rules 
and ultimately you’re in charge! But watch 
out, once you get going you’ll be amazed at 
how quickly your characters and ideas start 
calling the shots! 

Maggie Womersley will be running a 
series of evening classes in Downley this 
Autumn designed to get you writing. To 
enroll or to find out more contact Maggie 
at meltdownmaggie@aol.com
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Rallycross Weekend 
Ends In Frustration

The Mallory Park Circuit was back on 
the calendar for the first time since 2009 
after problems with the loose sections of 
the track forced events to be cancelled in 
2010 and 2011. With the loose sections re-
graded and revisions made to the layout 
of the circuit the organisers hoped for a 
successful event.

With practice over and a full grid 
of 10 cars lined up for heat 1, after 3 
frantic, hard fought laps John got the 6th 
quickest time. 

“Heat 1 was an extremely hard fought 
race, I had to work hard not only to keep 
up with cars in front of me, see where I 
was going due to the dust but also keep 
hard charging cars behind me. I was 
extremely happy to get the 6th quickest 
time and a great start to the weekend”.

Although the track looked great 
during practice, by the time heat 1 
finished it was taking its toll on the cars, 
with windscreens and body work all 
damaged and a number of cars already 
on their trailers. The event was running 
behind schedule and this would keep the 
organisers on their toes the whole day.

Heat 2 was another great race, with 
John driving his Citroen Saxo VTS flat 
out in 3rd place for most of the race, 
until the last lap when he was hit by a 
fellow competitor which dropped him 
down to last placed and 8th quickest 
time.  In John’s final qualification race 
he finished ahead of some drivers and 

with other drivers retiring he got the 6th 
quickest time.

With races before the Hot Hatch final 
all requiring re-runs and other delays 
meant that it was then decided that the 
Hot Hatch A Final would not happen!

“I was very, very frustrated about 
this decision not to run the A Final. At 
Rallycross events you spend all day 
qualifying for the big race and for it not 
to happen was very annoying. I was 
even more annoyed that the points would 
be decided based upon qualification 
positions meaning 8th place, but I know 
there would have only been 7 starters and 
I know I had the pace to finish in the top 
5 at least.”

There are now 4 weeks until the next 
event which takes place over the Bank 
Holiday weekend 26th/27th August at the 
Lydden Hill Circuit in Kent.

The event is being covered by various 
TV channels including Motors TV and 
Channel 4, along with many internet and 
press outlets.

Anyone who would like to sponsor 
John’s 2012 BRC campaign are asked 
to get in touch on Jrrallyx726@yahoo.
co.uk or call him on: 07581 467465

Downley’s John Rook and his Spirit Health 
Clubs Rallycross Team had a successful 
weekend in Round 3 of the MSA Hot Hatch 
Rallycross Championship at Mallory Park 
but it ended in frustration.
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Christian Aid in Downley – A Thank You

Guides

The response this year may not have 
given us the highest recent result but it 
has shown me, as the local coordinator, 
that people in Downley do care about 
those in far away places who are in a far 
worse situation than any in this country. 

With the Roman Catholic Congregation 
having left St James this year, we have 
lost a number of house to house collectors. 
Despite this, three of them joined with 
the Anglicans and took over three of the 
longest roads to collect about a half of 
our total of £720. With the Moor Lane 
Methodists adding £317 the overall result 
is better than expected.

At the best of times we only have 
enough collectors to cover a quarter of 
the roads in Downley and this year that 
number has fallen. I apologise to those who 
would have liked to donate but were not 
contacted. 

The thing that encourages me is that 
there are generous people around despite 
the general difficult times which many of 
us are experiencing and that many also 

took the time to fill in the Gift Aid slips 
which adds another £80 to our total (from 
the Inland Revenue with no added cost to 
the donor ).

A word about the work of Christian Aid. 
It is a world wide organisation working 
in 47 countries through 507 local groups 
(2012 figures) This mode of operation 
bypasses all government organisations. 
Those aided are of all faiths or none. 
Another bonus is that all house to house 
collectors are unpaid volunteers. These 
factors reduce overhead costs so that 
82p of each £1.00 donated reaches the 
target group – an extremely good result. 
In addition careful monitoring soon 
eliminates any bogus projects.

Christian Aid reacts to immediate 
emergencies but concentrates on 
helping impoverished or disadvantaged 
groups to take steps to make long term 
improvements.

In conclusion, thanks to everyone who 
helped or donated.

Peter Higham Downley CA coordinator

Are you aged between 10 to 14 years 
and looking for something fun to do on 
either a Monday or Tuesday evening?

Have you ever considered joining GUIDES?

Guides meet at the Guide & Scout Centre, Coates 
Lane, Downley on Mondays  7.30pm to 9.15pm and 
Tuesdays at the Centre from 7.15pm to 9.15pm

If interested please call Carole on HW 449215 for Monday meetings or Sarah on HW 442438 
for Tuesdays. Email; sarahb@vale2000.com.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Wal mates, I don’t know much, but I do know that nothing stays the same -----    

 I’d been busy doing other important 
things, (trying to keep on the right side of 
the senior management), so hadn’t been up 
to the plot for a few days, but when I did I 
saw that someone (I reckon the Council), 
had put a new sign on the gate, saying  
‘Downley Jubilee Allotments’, and the old 
one, saying ‘Downley Jubilee Alloments’ 
had gone! Wal I’m blowed, what was 
wrong with the old one, ‘Alloments’ had 
been the way Downley folks had spelt it 
since 1977, that’s 35 years, so why change 
it now? That’s all the newcomers sticking 
their noses in I reckon. And whats all this 
about the Higg’s Bosun, (my uncle Jack, 
in the Navy, was a Bosun, but he wasn’t 
a Higgs). I reckon we’ve had em up the 
alloment for years, they’d have a go at the 
curley kale, and give you a nasty bite up 
your trouser leg. (Tuck ‘em in your socks, 
that stops ‘em)…..that’s a joke, in case you 
didn’t get it…ha ha.

Now for the H H’s. Pots good, peas 
good, b.beans good, onions not so good, 
in case you were wondering how good 
my spring hints were…..now flowers, 
wal, with autumn coming along, get 

your bulbs a’planted, them little daffs 
are orl the rage, and trendy folk scatter 
them natural like, but what’s wrong 
with nice tidy lines I say? Also if you 
haven’t grown yor own, buy some wall 
flower plants and get them in, in pots if 
you like, by the door, Mrs H. likes the 
scent of em. Then take a few geranium 
cuttings and get them a’rooting, (just 
break off one of the side shoots, pull it 
off with a bit of a heel), stick it in a jar 
with some water till little roots come, 
then into potting compost, in a pot, 
and keep on a window cill through the 
winter, if that’s allowed of course, you 
know what I mean….oh, and don’t tidy 
too much, wildlife’s orl the rage too, 
so leave your seed heads on the flowers 
for autumn bird feeding, gives Mrs H. 
summat to do, watching the birds I mean, 
when she’s not chatting or doing summat 
on the commuter.

Anyway, that’s it from me,  keep yor 
wellies on!

Bye for now J.H
sent from my iSpade.
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Who was Eunice Shervill?
Downley Ancestors part 3

baptism records but these showed (and 
confirmed my earlier findings) that the 
daughter’s name was Elizabeth.

I then went back to the BT’s. The 
Bishops Transcripts were made as 
an annual return to the Bishop of 
the baptisms for that year. There 
was Younes, baptised 28 May 1809. 
The baptism records had incorrectly 
recorded the name as Elizabeth, but 
somehow the BTs had the correct name, 
or maybe she was baptised as Elizabeth 
but by the time the BTs were compiled 
she was known as Eunice and the 
person making the return to the Bishop 
recorded her as Younes. We will never 
know, but it confirms that they are one 
and the same person and the link to her 
parents was confirmed.

Eunice married John Joynson (also 
born in Plomer Hill) in about 1833 – 
now I just need to find out why did 
they get married in Hillingdon? A few 
days looking at newspaper records 
in Hillingdon might give me a clue 
– something else to add to the list of 
something to do!

Perseverance, not completely giving 
up hope, and the internet all combined 
to resolve the question ‘who was Eunice 
Shervill?’ and proves that whatever 
the problem, an answer could be just 
waiting to be discovered.

For now, best wishes.
Paul Turner

District Councillor for Downley & Plomer Hill

Eunice is my 3x Great Grandmother. 
She was born about 1810 in Plomer Hill 
as evidenced by several census returns. 
I could find a mention of a Shirvill 
family (and I had looked for all possible 
variants of the spelling), a John Shirvill 
was named as renting a house from John 
Chalk in the Parish of West Wycombe in 
1810 and assessed for land tax of 14s 4d! 
I found baptisms for several children, 
but no Eunice.

There were two daughters, Elizabeth 
and Naomi, baptised by John Shirvill 
and Elizabeth, his wife in 1809 and 1811 
respectively, and I almost gave up hope, 
and thought that Eunice may have been 
baptised with either the name Elizabeth 
or Naomi, but known throughout her life 
as Eunice – assuming there was no way 
of proving that, I had resigned myself to 
never actually knowing for sure who her 
parents (and my ancestors) were.

Then – a breakthrough. Looking at 
‘FamilySearch’ on the internet, there 
was a Younes Shurvel, baptised 28 
May 1809 in West Wycombe. A record 
I hadn’t spotted before when looking 
through the filmed baptism records in 
Aylesbury and Wycombe. After many 
years of looking, and knowing that 
spelling was a matter of how literate 
the Parish Clerk of the time was, and 
unusual names were spelt phonetically 
so a person’s accent would result in 
spelling variations, I thought I had 
finally found her. I re-checked the 

A question I kept coming back to. Most people 
researching family history have dead ends; people who 
seem to have appeared or disappeared without a trace 
and this was one such obstinate quandary I had not 
resolved for many years. 
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Did the Downley Yard sink the Mary Rose?
More established residents in the village may remember the serious fire that engulfed 
Sunnybank Methodist Church on 1st November 1998 and how, in the subsequent clear-
up operation and refurbishment much  
of the interior was removed and rebuilt.    

One of the little-noticed artefacts to be 
removed that day was a beautiful mahogany 
and glass case containing a long thin piece 
of yew wood, highly polished and bearing a 
number of regular markings along one edge 
(pictured above). In rather indistinct carved 
letters along the back, read the inscription 
“Onne Yarde, 1497”. Henry I decreed the 
lawful yard to be the distance between the 
tip of his nose and the end of his thumb. The 
curious thing about the yard measure found 
in the chapel is its length - over 4 foot long!

It is well-known that in medieval times, 
weights and measures differed markedly 
from region to region and it is entirely 
possible that the woodsmen of Downley and 
the surrounding woods had unusually long 
arms resulting in a rather special “yard”.

This discovery may shed light on a 
curious aspect of the refitting of the Mary 
Rose in the Thames by Henry VIII in 1536 
to improve her armaments in preparation 
for war against the French. In the Tudor 
period, the Chilterns were well-known for 
providing extremely tall and straight beech 
trees which were ideal for making the masts 
of those early carrick warships. Indeed it is 
now thought the local pub, the Bell & Mast 
(previously the Masters) may reflect this 
early contribution to shipbuilding.

Examination  of the Navy Records of old 
King Harry has shown that the contract for 
the  new masts was put out to tender to local 
woodsmen in both Downley and Naphill, for 
the purpose of generating a bit of competition 
and hopefully of driving the price down. The 
specification for the replacement mainmast 
is clearly shown to be 108 feet but from 

an analysis of the fragments of mainmast 
remaining, it is clear that the actual mast 
must have measured at least 130 feet. It 
appears that the Mary Rose  put to sea 
equipped with masts  that were too tall for 
her, but which made her one of the fastest 
ships in the fleet.

The Third French War saw Henry faced 
with a large French invasion force under the 
command of Admiral Claude d’Annebault who 
entered the Solent unopposed with 128 ships 
on 16 July. Since they had virtually no heavy 
galleys, the vessels best-suited to sheltered 
waters like the Solent, the English fleet 
promptly retreated into Portsmouth harbour. 

It is well-known that the Mary Rose sank 
because her gun ports were open and let in the 
water when she heeled over as shown in this 
contemporary engraving on 19th July 1545.

Much has been written about the reasons 
but it has only recently been recognised that 
she listed so far because the over-sized masts 
caught a gust of wind and simply blew her 
over! The subsequent Naval Inquiry could 
find no trace of the original suppliers of the 
masts but the hapless naval architect was 
summarily executed.

What was the role of the Downley 
“Yarde” in this fiasco? The truth is out there.
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Poets Corner
Mike’s Sabbatical
By A Brindle

When Michael retired from the workplace
A minister’s job for to take
They promised him after he’d worked for ten years
He’d be able to take a long break

So soon he’ll be off on Sabbatical
Leaving us to take care of the church
We’ll just have to keep things in order ourselves
As he potters about on research

The Stewards will have to take care of it all
They’ll have fellowship needs to address
Church Councils and all other meetings to run
And try not to get in to a mess

He reckons he’s off for more than three months
To dig up some dinosaur bones
We’ll just have to hope no one dies or gets wed
Or we’ll not hear an end to the moans

Pterodactyls have turned into birds, so they say
It’s a good job they’ve also got smaller
We don’t want to think about eight metre high hawks
Swooping down and then grabbing his collar

It’ll put a fair strain on the others
As they rush around tending the flocks
There won’t be much time to match or dispatch
Or even for changing their socks

He’s leaving his wife to fend for herself
It’s not clear how she’s going to manage
He’s left her his power saw, hammer and drill
Let’s hope she won’t do too much damage

So shortly our brave Reverend Mike’s
Going off to do just what he likes
We wait his return, to find out what he’s learned
Then get back to arranging more hikes

As soon as he’s back, a service we’ll have
As the tale of his exploits unravels
We’ll sit on the pews and take in the news
As he tells us about all his travels

To study historical fossils
Will take several months of this year
But some of us say “Must he go away
We’ve got quite a few of them here….?”
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One of the Challenges of  
the not so Young
Mary E. Howard

I used to love shopping, but not today.
Shopping’s a pain that won’t go away.
Oh, how the checkouts I really do hate
Legs a bit tired it’s wait, wait, wait.

I look, then I wonder, perhaps I will try
to use the self checkout (I heave a big sigh).
To me it seems daunting...never used it before.
Technology beckons...What lies in store?

What do I do? Well, let me see.
Why am I acting so nervously?
I scan all my items, I then go to pay.
Seems I have won with my shopping today.

The machine is now beeping, I have more to pay.
I’d put in correctly the cash for today!
Finally someone comes running to me.
“The bag you must pay for, that is not free.”

Finally escaping, I did catch my ‘bus.
At my age, oh dear, do I need all this fuss?
Next thing to tackle? Cash card at the wall.
What challenges there are for me to befall?

SHOPPING’S A PAIN



28

Ladies Evening with M&S!

Council Tax Benefit reform consultation

Join Scannappeal for an evening of fun and fashion and enjoy a complimentary glass of wine 
on arrival! M&S will be showcasing their latest women’s day and evening wear at a fashion 
show. Scannappeal volunteers and members of clinical staff, including a consultant breast 
surgeon, will be modelling. Representatives from House of Colour will be on hand to offer 
styling advice and there will be a selection of 
beauty therapies and treatments for those who 
wish to pamper themselves. There will also 
be a great selection of stalls selling affordable 
giftware, clothing and accessories.

In aid of Bucks Breast Cancer Appeal for Wycombe Hospital.
Tickets: £10 or two for £15 (includes welcome drink)
T: 01494 734161 (and credit cards), W: www.scannappeal.org.uk/activities

In August/September, Wycombe District Council will be holding a consultation on the 
Council Tax Benefit reforms (to be called Council Tax Subsidy from April 2013).

The consultation will run for four weeks and I will update Downley eNews once the 
exact dates are published and the consultation documents are available. There will also be 
notification of the consultation in the local press.

All Council Tax payers (not just those currently receiving Council Tax benefit) could be 
affected depending on the feedback from the consultation and I would urge as many people to 
respond as possible.

In brief, the Council Tax Benefit system is being localised and from April 2013 it will be the 
responsibility of local government to adopt a local scheme. The consultation will be asking 
for opinions about the details of the scheme and the funding for it.

If you have questions, I am happy to discuss.

Cllr Paul Turner 
Downley & Plomer Hill 
Email: paul.turner@wycombe.gov.uk
Phone: 07825 842292.

Tuesday 20 November 7.00pm to 10.00pm, Vere Suite, Adams Park, High Wycombe
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t 01494 462894     m 07712010882     e frank@charlo-architects.co.uk
www.charlo-architects.co.uk

31 selwood way, downley, buckinghamshire hp13 5xr

frank charlo R.I.B.A

chartered architect

Charlo Architects are a young, innovative 
and progressive company with expertise 
in extensions, conversion, restoration and 
new build.

We offer a full range of professional 
Architectural Services from planning to 
completion, tailored to each individual 
clients needs. 

If you have a project in mind we would be 
delighted to meet and discuss it with you.
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We have the perfect recipe for creating a hot new 
look for your kitchen this year!  

With so much emphasis currently on saving money, this 
could be the perfect time to refurbish an existing kitchen. 

We will repaint your units, add new worktops, replace 
appliances (we are an approved Neff supplier), remove 

existing wall tiling, apply a fresh coat of emulsion to the 
walls and even install new flooring.

Don’t put off that much needed makeover and call 01494-718782 or email
sales@thepaintedkitchencompany.co.uk  

See more examples at www.thepaintedkitchencompany.co.uk

Before After
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PETER C CORK
Plumbing • Bathroom Specialist • Ceramic Tiling

GENERAL PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

FULL BATHROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATION INC TILING

EN SUITE & CLOAKROOM CONVERSIONS

WET ROOMS

POWER SHOWERS

WATER SOFTENERS SUPPLIED & FITTED

FULLY INSURED

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS

Call For A FREE Competitive Estimate
Tel/Fax 01494 443581 Mobile 07770 694131
1 White Close High Wycombe Bucks HP13 5NG
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No Job Too Small From A Dripping Tap To a Full Size Patio
Patio Specialists

Wall & Floor Tiling
Painting & Decorating

Plumbing
Fencing

Blocked Drains / Gutters Cleared

Call Trevor For Free No Obligation Estimate - No Call Out Fee

Tel: 1494 638953
Mobile: 07754 948743

Email: suttonsproperty@aol.com

All General Maintenance Works Carried Out
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American Singer Challain Williams  
Saturday 15th Sept 

Ward 4
Saturday 3rd November

Elvis and Neil Diamond Impersonator
Saturday 17th November

Carol Concert with West Wycombe 
Brass Band

Wednesday 19th December

If you are thinking of getting ahead of the game and planning your 
family or company Christmas Dinner the Le De Spencers will be 

taking booking for Monday 3rd December - Friday 21st December
 

01494 535317
info@ledespencersarms.co.uk

www.ledespencersarms.co.uk

Le De Spencers Arms 
What’s On
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CRAIG BAKER
PLASTERING 

& 
PLUMBING

CLEAN, RELIABLE 
AND FRIENDLY PLASTERER

Telephone or email on:

07854087272
craigbaker364@hotmail.co.uk
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Editor
The Village News is currently edited by an 
editorial team drawn from the Downley 
Communications Forum. A volunteer is sought for 
the permanent position of Editor. Contact: 
news@downley.org
Layout
Pat Weedon at news@downley.org 
Advertising
Contact: 
adverts@downley.org
Distribution
Coordinated by Des Ryan. Volunteers to 
deliver locally are always needed. 
If interested contact Des on: 
desmond.ryan@tiscali.co.uk or 01494 520938
Rates
Half Page £30 | Quarter Page £20 | Eighth Page £15 
Steering Committee
The Downley Communications Forum set up as 

part of the Community Plan, provides oversight 
to the Village News, the Village enews and the 
downley.org website.
Chairman	 Bill Thompson 
Secretary	 Peter Loadman 
Treasurer	 Clive Beard 
Webmaster	 Mark Starkey 
Deadlines
The Village News is published quarterly in 
November, February, May and August. The 
deadline for adverts and copy for the next issue is 
31 Oct 2012. 
Copy
Please send text in editable format such as *.txt, 
*.rtf, *.doc, .docx. Photographs to accompany 
the text should be sent in as high a resolution as 
possible in any common graphics format. Copy 
should be sent to news@downley.org. Any copy or 
photographs sent to this address may also be used 
on the downley.org website.

Credits

List Of Advertisers
Academy GB Doors	 31
Altea Beauty & Holistic Centre	 32
AS Judo Academy	 55
“Are you sitting comfortably” Upholstery	 33
Aquarius Window Cleaning	 60
Body & Soul Beauty Salon	 35
Carol McCullough Soft Furnishings	 46
Central Aid furniture Project	 29
Charlo Architects	 30
Chris Saunders FHP	 37
Complete Bathrooms & Kitchens	 56
Craig Baker	 60 
DJ Coles Property Services	 52
D & P Heating	 37
Downley Pharmacy	 60
Foot Care	 39
Halls For Hire	 29
Hammond Construction	 38
Home Phone Solutions	 57
IHD Solutions Web Design	 30
Jessica Haywood Mobile Barber	 39
J H Austin Painting & Decorating	 40
Jill Burrell Tutor	 49
JR Travel. Private Hire	 43
Keeping It Clean	 33
K M G Building Contractors	 42
LEAP	 59
Le De Spencers Arms	 58
Magic Carpets	 45

Mark Evans Plumbing & Heating Engineers	 44
M.D . Garden Services	 52
M&J Motors	 41
Michael Day Lawncare & Landscaping	 47
Modern Charm	 37
M T S Window Cleaning	 47
My Errand Runner	 50
New Look Cleaning	 45
Parent and Toddler Group		  29
Peter Cork Plumbing		  48 
P K Stroy, Builder		  48
Pushchairs and Car Seats	 36
Rachel’s Sweet Kitchen	 39
Ranasana Tandoori	 57
Revive Car Bodywork	 51
Roof Technology	 63 
Sewing Machinist	 45	
Suttons’ Property Maintenance	 53
The Window Doctor	 36
The Painted Kitchen Company	 34
The Professional Building Company	 52
The Reflex Zone	 46
TLC 4 You	 61
Top Marks Tuition	 42
Wave A Wand	 56	
Woodland Management	 53
Workmans Aircon	 54
Wye Residential	   2
Zumba	 44
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Downley Diary Please visit Downley.org for all the latest and up to date events and news.

Sept   2nd Picnic organized by YOH at Pastures Church

         2nd DCPS Working Party

        4th Downley Village Evening WI

          6th Start of School Term

8th Tea Dances for the Elderly at St James Church Hall

8th Downley Gardening Society Autumn Show

9th Lighthouse Welcome Celebration at Pastures Church

          9th Parish Council meeting at War Memorial Hall

          11th Downley Evening WI

          25th The Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations at St James Church

          28th Just Looking Event at Pastures Church

Oct      1st Harvest Lunch at the Coffee Stop

           2nd Downley Village Evening WI

            4th DCPS AGM at the War Memorial Hall

        7th DCPS Working Party

9th Downley Evening WI

          9th Parish Council Meeting at the Community Centre

        13th  Tea Dances for the Elderly at St James Church Hall

        15th  Gardening Society talk by Brian Fisher

20th War Memorial Hall Quiz Night - “Jubilympics”

           31st Star Wars theme fancy dress party at the Pastures Church

Nov    2nd Theatre in the Villages “The Nutcracker”, War Memorial Hall

  4th DCPS Working Party

5th Bonfire and Torchlight Procession

            6th Downley Village Evening WI

10th Tea Dances for the Elderly at St James Church Hall

 11th Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial Hall

13th Parish Council Meeting at the War Memorial Hall

13th Downley Evening WI

19th Gardening Society talk by Jolyon Lea


