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Editorial 
This bumper issue of the DVN has an enormous content and thank you to all the local community who sent in articles 

and other content. We have also attracted some new advertisers and it is good to see that there is some confidence in this 
community post Brexit. In fact, all the local businesses I have spoken to during this last three months have said business is 
getting busier which is a good sign and a reflection of our British stoic nature. It makes you feel proud to be British and I 
wish all of you, and the local businesses in this thriving community every success for 2017.

Don’t forget that our Community is supported by our local councillor (a regular contributor) and our Parish Council. 
Beyond this there is the District Council and of course our High Wycombe MP who is also a regular contributor to this 
magazine. These elected people are there to support and help in our communities which is often something that we forget 
so if you are in need then seek their support as this is what nits communities like Downley together and makes our British 
society the envy of the world (grandiose I know, but also true).  

As always, keep an eye to our FB page and downley.org which will inform you of all the upcoming events. The social 
media platforms are thriving in Downley. New visitors and return visitors to these platforms are rising. A continued 
effort from local volunteers ensures these online areas and up to date and informative. Should you want to contribute to 
community life in Downley then contact the Parish Council, get in touch online, email me or email your local councillor.  
Local residents are needed for School Governor’s posts, Parish council posts, the UP Festival committee, the magazine and 
web platforms. This is rewarding work and enables you to become more rooted in your own community.

                                             Simon Scott, Editor 
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It’s winter so it’s time for more pond 
work. Our continuing project to expose 
some clear water in Mannings Pond has 
continued with work parties in both 
December and January. December was 
particularly challenging as a hard frost on 
the day necessitated breaking though a 
half inch layer of ice before plunging into 
the water. Still, good progress was made 
in clear the margin of weed and reeds. 
This was continued at our mid-week work 
party in January. In addition, we removed 
the 2 large tree trunks left over from the 
professional work done two years ago. 
They have been left temporarily in the 
woods until moving to block off a known 
joy-rider’s access point at the end of 
Hunts Hill Lane. We now leave Mannings 
Pond alone until next winter to allow the 
newts to get on with whatever it is they 
do in the summer.

We have more saplings arriving in 
January so will be intending to plant 
these out in the new coppice area by 
the track leading to the old Dairy in 
February, probably before you read this.

There is generally less 
for us to do in Spring as 
we don’t like to disturb 
the wildf lowers and 
nesting birds. However, 
the posts around the 
Common always need 
maintenance and this is 
a good time to replace 
these that need it. 18th 
April is the date for our 
next biannual meeting 
where members come 
and say what they 
would like the Society 

to do. It’s also our opportunity to remind 
members that subs are now due.

The society also helps to load up the 
beacon on New Year’s Eve, although 
it is not strictly a DCPS event. While 
those who turned up seemed to enjoy 
themselves, we understand there was some 
disruptive behaviour close by during the 
evening and would like to apologise to 
anyone who was disturbed by this.

Bill Thompson, Downley Common 
Preservation Society

Downley Common News
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Do You Have Graphic Design Skills 
and use InDesign or Similar?

The Downley Village 
News is looking for a  
Volunteer Designer

The Downley Village News is 
published quarterly and has a window 
of about two weeks to put together. 
The designer would be part of team 

of volunteers who successfully 
produce a publication that informs 

the local community and raises funds 
toward community projects.

Please contact Pat Weedon:
news@downley.org
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St.James Voice
At St James, we are very keen to play a full part in our local community.     

We support local charities such as the One Can Trust and Wycombe Homeless 
Connection. You may have met some of our congregation at the Brickies Quiz Nights or 
at Pints of View. You will certainly have seen us if you have been to Downley Day. Perhaps 
you have attended our social events such as Burns Night, Caribbean and Murder Mystery 
Evenings, or our quiz evenings. You may have taken part in Christmas concerts as a 
member of the Womens’ Institute, Downley Descants or Scouts. In the past, we have been 
involved in our local schools and in the Heights Care Home.

We welcome the community into St James. You may be a regular visitor to St James 
as a member of one of the very many clubs and activity groups that use our facilities. 
Activities take place on most days of the week and most are not religious. A quick look at 
the Regular Activities section of this magazine shows how St James is a meeting place for 
people of all sections of the Downley community including a wide range of interests and 
ages. We are fortunate to have recently refurbished Church Hall and a Church building 
that can be used very flexibly, adapting easily from our usual Sunday Service format to an 
area suitable for use by Tots and Teddies every Wednesday from 1.30-3pm. If you have 
small children and would like to come along any Wednesday, you will be most welcome. 
We have a good selection of toys and provide drinks and biscuits so come along and give 
it a try. Within the church building is the Rainbow Room, a comfortable seating area 
suitable for use by small groups. St James’ Church is proud to be the home of the Colours 
of the Downley Branch of the British Legion.

Of course, as a church we would most like to welcome you to one of our services. A service 
of Holy Communion is held every Sunday at 11.00am and after the service you are most 
welcome to stay for tea or coffee. We are currently planning our Easter Services and will 
ensure that the details are widely available in the community and on our website. Details 
will be available on our website www.stjamesdownley.org.uk. Information will also be 
available on posters around the village.

Our Mission Statement reflects our desire to be part of and to serve our community:
To worship Jesus and allow His love to reach out to us and our community. We also have 

a special prayer, printed on every service sheet and said most Sundays

God of Mission
who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning
wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,
And in service to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Revd Alison Finch
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Ever thought of giving something back to your community?  
Do you want to play a role in driving school improvement?
The Downley School Governing Board currently has two Co-opted Governor vacancies and we 
are interested in hearing from people particularly with skills and experience in Finance, Human 
Resources and Health and Safety / premises. Is this you? Would you like to make a positive impact 
for the children and staff at The Downley School by contributing your expertise?
Here’s what’s involved…
Becoming a school Governor provides a great opportunity for personal development and learning transferable 
skills. Support, mentoring and training are provided. You will be required to attend Full Governing Body meetings, 
make visits to school as well as becoming a valuable committee member, monitoring and supporting critical 
areas of the school.
Interested? Here’s how you can find out more…
If you have the passion, enthusiasm, commitment and time to work as a part of a dedicated team to support 
the school to be successful and make a difference for all of the children in our school then the Governing Board 
would like to invite you to contact us to find out more about the role by emailing governors@bucksgfl.org.uk
Some important things to know…
This is a volunteer role.
Please note that Governors will be required to produce 
evidence of identity and complete a declaration form.  
All Governors are required to be DBS checked.
A full list of the names of the School Governors will 
be published on the school website as soon as the 
appointments have been finalised.



12 13Village News • March 2017 Village News • March 2017

Puppy & Dog Training
Classes, 1-2-1’s & Behaviour

Help with pulling on the lead, recall, jumping-
up, puppy socialisation & training. Small 
classes using reward-based methods.
Qualified, experienced instructor

Member of APDT & CAPBT

Tel. 07903 303 472
www.suzannebullworthy.weebly.com 

Chilworth  
Care

Chilworth Care is a not-
for-profit domiciliary 
company in Downley 
and we are currently 

recruiting. Please visit or 
like our FaceBook page:  

facebook.com/chilworthcare 
and find out more.

The Downley Village News is 
only as good as it’s content.

We would love to hear your stories 
and reports. Whether you represent 
a club or society or just have a tale 

to tell do get in touch.

editor@downley.org
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Registered

Homeopath

BECCY EDE
Please call  

07870 893942
To book an appointment
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No Job Too Small From A Dripping Tap To a Full Size Patio

PATIO SPECIALISTS
WALL & FLOOR TILING

PAINTING & DECORATING
PLUMBING
FENCING

BLOCKED DRAINS / GUTTERS CLEARED

Call Trevor For Free No Obligation Estimate - No Call Out Fee

Tel: 01494 638953
Mobile: 07754 948743

Email: suttonsproperty@aol.com

ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORKS CARRIED 
OUT
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Lottie’s Hairdressing 
3 Cross Court 

(the shops) Downley

NOW OPEN…
Run by a Fully Qualified 
Professional Hairdresser

Into Offer  
50% OFF HIGHLIGHTS

Offer runs start to end January 17

Call Lottie on: 07775712391
www.lottieshairdressing.co.uk

 

Expo Downley 
 Up Festival 2017

Tuesday 20th June

This is an entirely new event aimed at 
giving every village organisation the 

opportunity to show the village what is 
on offer in Downley.

This will be the ideal arena for 
networking, recruiting new members, 

searching for volunteers and 
engendering a sense of community.

We will endeavour to be in contact 
with all of you but in the meantime we 
would love to hear from you via the Up 

Downley website, email below. We also 
hope to be able to offer places to small 

independent local business.

Les Root 
Festival Committee Chairman

Email: festival@downley.org

VPA Direct
Executive Assistant

 
Virtual Business 

Administration & Office 
Support 

Based High Wycombe 
T: 07789 402355 

E: tanya@vpadirect.co.uk
W: www.vpadirect.co.uk 
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M A HUNT 
painting & decorating

01494 564998
07775626752

hunt.m6@sky.com

27 saunderton vale high wycombe bucks HP14 4LJ

FREE ESTIMATES FRIENDLY SERVICE

Chilworth Home Care 
A NOT-FOR-PROFIT COMPANY

Home Care Support and Service to the Elderly

Domiciliary care
Live in care

24 hr on call service
Evening and night time support

Contact us on
01494 523480

Or visit our web site www.chilworthcare.com
Interested in a career with us please email CV to info@chilworthcare.com
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We have the perfect recipe for creating a hot new look for your kitchen this year!  

With so much emphasis currently on saving money, this could be the perfect time to 
refurbish an existing kitchen. We will repaint your units, add new worktops, replace 

appliances (we are an approved Neff supplier), remove existing wall tiling, apply a fresh 
coat of emulsion to the walls and even install new flooring.

Don’t put off that much needed makeover and email
martin.easterling@yahoo.com  

See more examples at www.thepaintedkitchencompany.co.uk
07768 975324

Before After

Would you like  
your child to be a  

FIRST CLASS learner?

✓	Individualised modular study 	
	 programme 
✓	 Improves school performance
✓	 Small groups 
✓	 Regular assessments and 	
	 feedback
✓	 Excellent results 

*Numeracy   *Literacy   *11+
ALL AGES & ALL ABILITY LEVELS

Mr. Vora 
First Class Learning

0205732919 / 07949590466
eden@firstclasslearning.co.uk

“We,” who come together to create 
the DVN need more volunteers to 

deliver the DVN magazines around 
the distribution area within Downley. 
Normally this consists of one street 
or part of one if the street is very 

long. It takes only about an hour of 
your time.  At the moment we have 
no reserve volunteers to cover for 

holidays or sickness. 
   

Please get in touch with  
Teresa or Des Ryan

on H.W. 520938 or e-mail at: 
desmondryan64@gmail.com 

Thank you in advance.
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Clubs Societies Schools - Promote your event here for FREE!

Downley Parish Council Meeting Dates
 

All meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday every month. 
Up to 30 minutes are allowed for public questions. 
Agendas are posted on the Parish Council notice 
boards at least 4 days in advance.
 
Held alternate months at:
War Memorial Hall 7.45 pm
January, March, May, July, September  
and November 
Downley Community Centre, School Close  
7.45 pm - February, April, June, August, October  
and December

 
Agendas are posted on the Parish Council notice boards 
at least 4 days in advance. Copies of the Parish Council’s 
Minutes are available at the Downley Community Library 
for residents to read. They are also included on the 
Parish Council Website.

 
The Clerk (Chettina Masters) can be contacted on 
01494 444683  
Or by email at : downley_pc@tiscali.co.uk

Street  Lighting  
Please report all lighting repairs to the Parish Clerk at: 
H.W. 444683 or via “e” mail to downley_pc@tiscali.co.uk 

Please ensure that you include the street name and 
the house number that is nearest to the light, lights 
cannot be reported without this information. 

Downley Village Evening WI 
Tuesday 14th  March 2017, 7.30 - 10.00 is our 
Birthday Party. We have caterers to cook us a 
Supper and we will be entertained by Joan Dark and 
Rosalie Field. 
 

Literary Lunch    
April 12th “ Coincidences” 
 

March 21st at St James Church Speaker:  
Simon Browne from Bourne End Antiques. 

 

Pat Heath President 
01494 535998 
patheath@virginmedia.com
www.downleyeveningwi.weebly.com

 

Book Group 
There were four responses to the suggestion of starting 
a new Book Group in Downley.

The ladies interested have been put in touch with 
each other so they can take the idea forward themselves. 
Would you like to be involved? Please contact me (Claire 
Baker) and I’ll pass your details on. 

Claire Baker 01494 437552
clairebaker55@btinternet.com

 

Downley Parish Notice Boards  
Any notices for the Parish notice boards need to be 
left at the Community Centre in the wooden box in 
the oak room in an envelope for the attention of the 
parish clerk.  Notices must be received  one month in 
advance of the event. Notice boards are updated once 
a month,  on the first Thursday of the  month  . Please 
post flyers through the letterbox at the Community 
Centre clearly marked for the Clerks attention.  Please 
notify the Clerk if you have posted flyers at the centre 
by emailing to downley_pc@tiscali.co.uk

All notices must be for local non profit organisations.
Please ensure that A5 size notices are supplied.

SERVICES AT THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES 

We meet for worship every Sunday at 11.00am. 
The service reflects the prevailing season of the 
Church and lasts just over one hour.

Family Communion
This takes place on the first Sunday of the month. 
These acts of worship are fun and engaging for 

children of all ages.  EVERYONE WELCOME!

www.stjamesdownley.org.ukm 

Worship Group

I would like to let people in Downley know 
that there is group of Christians meeting at the 
Downley Community Centre every 2nd, 4th and 
5th Sundays of the Month starting at 3pm. We’d 
love to meet people from the Downley Community 
and welcome them to any of our services.

Saroj Patel (Mrs)
07985 901299
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• All makes of cars
• Fault finding diagnostics
• MOT preparation 

• Welding etc

 • We now  
recharge & service  

air conditioning

Continued from page 35...

Beryl Taylor - Alto
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Tutor - Jill
I can help to enhance and enrich your 

children’s education
• 11+ Tutoring and Mock Tests 

Students learn topics and skills they will 
need whatever school they move on to 
following the selection exam, and they 

maximise their academic potential both in 
exams and in school work. Mock tests give 
students a chance to acclimatise to exam 
taking and to learn that exams are to be 

enjoyed and not dreaded.
• Literacy and Numeracy help for all ages
• KS3/4 Physics, Chemistry and Biology

• KS5 Biology
Resident in Downley, I am a science 

graduate, a qualified teacher and a  mum. 
To discuss your needs please call me;

Jill: 0773 860 99 44
jillburrell@rocketmail.com
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Highly successful courses, including 
the recent changes, specifically 

designed to maximise your child’s 
potential.

Courses tutored by 
JOHN CALLOW B.Ed. (Hons)

Former Deputy Head Teacher with 
30 years’ experience of guiding 

children through the 11+

SMALL CLASSES 
EXCELLENT RESULTS

ALSO TAKING YEAR 4 ENQUIRIES

Telephone 01494 445969

                                                                                                                     TOP MARKS

11 + TUITION
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01494 535317
info@ledespencersarms.co.uk

www.ledespencersarms.co.uk

Le De Spencers Arms 
What’s On

This Mother’s Day (March 26th)
Treat Mum to a Traditional Sunday Lunch

and Her Dessert will be FREE!

Keep up with what’s on and download our menu on our website.
Plus share chat and photos on our facebook page LeDeSpencersArms

LIVE MUSIC
FLUKE

Saturday 8th April from 9pm

LIVE MUSIC
ALEX PAGE 

Saturday 15th April from 9pm
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THE MOWCHAK 
TANADOORI RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY

BANQUET NIGHT EVERY WEDNESDAY 
6 COURSE MEAL - £10.95 PER PERSON 

MINIMUM OF TWO PERSONS REQUIRED

SUNDAY BUFFET 
ALL YOU CAN EAT - ADULT £9.95 CHILD U12 £6.95 

SERVED FROM 1.00PM - 10.00PM T&Cs Apply 
Papadoms & Chutney Trays, 4 Starters, 4 Main Dishes,  

4 Side Dishes, Pilau Rice & Naan Bread 

01494 511 101
7 Cross Court, Plomer Green Avenue, Downley, High Wycombe HP13 5UW 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINK
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JR-Travel Private Hire
We can take you in comfort to almost any destination you require including; 
airports, seaports, theatre trips and any special occasions.

Fully licensed drivers.

Family run business based in Downley.

For a competitive quote please give us a call.

Tel: 01494 63 95 63
Mobile: 07762 886208
Website: www.jr-travel.co.uk
Email: enquires@jr-travel.co.uk
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Altea The Downley Holistic Centre
High Street, Downley, High Wycombe HP13 5XJ

01494 528285
www.alteadownley.co.uk

ALSO AVAILABLE:  
CLARINS TREATMENTS, REFLEXOLOGY, INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE, BODY MASSAGE, FACIALS,  

WAXING, TINTING, MANICURES, PEDICURES, GEL NAILS, SPRAY TANNING, 
EYELASH EXTENSIONS, CACI TREATMENTS & COUNSELLING.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU.

ALTEA WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU
 FOR SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES

£5 OFF ANY TREATMENT OVER £40
PLEASE PRESENT THIS VOUCHER

PLEASE PHONE TO BOOK
(NO OTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY)
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Editor
Simon Scott at editor@downley.org
Layout
Pat Weedon & Lucy de Rojas at news@downley.org 
Advertising
Send advertising copy to adverts@downley.org
Distribution
Coordinated by Des Ryan. Volunteers to deliver locally are 
always needed. If interested contact Des on: 
desmondryan64@gmail.com or 01494 520938
Rates
Half Page £30 | Quarter Page £20 | Eighth Page £15  
Deadlines
The Village News is published quarterly in November, 
February, May and August. The deadline for adverts and 
copy for the next issue is 30 April 2017.  
 

Copy
Please send text in editable format such as *.txt, *.rtf, *.doc, 
.docx. Photographs to accompany the text should be sent 
in as high a resolution as possible in any common graphics 
format. Copy should be sent to editor@downley.org.  
Any copy or photographs sent to this address may also be 
used on the downley.org website and facebook page:  
facebook.com/Downley.Community 
Steering Committee
The Downley Communications Forum set up as part of 
the Community Plan, provides oversight to the Village 
News, the Village enews and the downley.org website.
Chairman	 Bill Thompson 
Secretary	 Peter Loadman 
Treasurer	 Bob Cook 
Webmaster	 Mark Starkey 
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