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Editorial
As I write this on the eve of another lockdown, I feel for those
neighbours, friends and local businesses who are going to
struggle for the next few weeks. It’s not going to be easy, but
hopefully it will be worth it to keep COVID 19 at bay in our
village and allow us all to enjoy at least something like a normal
festive season. I know that the Downley community spirit
will be coming to the fore once again, with individuals and local shops and businesses
helping the lonely and vulnerable, and it is a positive we can take from the current
situation that so many people are willing to help those less fortunate than themselves.
Let’s all hope that the beginning of December will herald an end to this new lockdown,
and the start of our Christmas and New Year celebrations. I wish each and every one of
you a peaceful and joyous time as we look forward to a brighter 2021.
N.B Some articles were written before the November lockdown was announced, so be
aware that any opening times mentioned might not apply this month.
The copy deadline for the next issue of Downley Village News is 31 January, and we are
hoping that many more clubs and societies will be able to post positive articles by then.
Please submit updates via the usual email address editor@downley.org and we look
forward to hearing from you.
Anne, Editor • editor@downley.org
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24/7 Service
How it Works

To sign-up visit downleypharmacy.com/medpoint
or phone 01494 513 060
info@downleypharmacy.com
Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 5UW
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Downley Covid-19 Action Group
The Street Reps of Downley have been the recipients of a
couple of big thank yous recently. Firstly, a letter of thanks
from Steve Baker MP congratulating all the Street Reps
for the work they have done for their community, and
for any still to come in the second wave. Secondly, they
were collectively awarded a “Highly Commended” in the
Proud of Bucks Awards in the Collaboration category
which “recognises the outstanding work carried out
within Buckinghamshire by voluntary, community and
social enterprises who have expanded their work to help
communities during lockdown”.
However, it is important that we should not be resting
on our laurels, as cases and associated hospitalisations are
rising once again. The number of cases in the DownleyDisraeli area has risen from less than 2 per week to 11
at the end of October and now the Government has
announced an England-wide lockdown that will bring
additional restrictions. So your Street Rep will still be
available if you need help.
The DCAG is therefore maintaining the services it has
organised so far in the expectation that demand will
increase again. See the back page of this issue for details.
There has also been considerable publicity over the provision of children’s meals during
the holidays and a number of local groups in the Wycombe area are providing ad hoc
support. Bucks Council is already putting significant resources into this and those in
need of assistance should contact the “Helping Hands” organisation on 01296 395000.
On a lighter note, Christmas is on the way (hot cross buns are already in the shops!)
and several groups are trying to organise some events to compensate for the lack of
more normal activities. Look out for information from Street Reps about local activities
and see the article from the Downley Day committee in this issue about what they are
doing. Don’t forget, the need for social distancing still stands.
Have a Merry Christmas everyone and here’s wishing you a better New Year than this
year has been.
Downley Covid Action Group
Village News • November 2020
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20%Off
20% OFF
YOUR NEXT FOOD BILL

Valid until January 31st 2021

Please take
this voucher
with you to
redeem your
discount

01494 535317
sarah@ledespencersarms.co.uk | w w w.ledespencersa r ms.co.uk
Keep up with what’s on and download our menu on our website.
Plus share chat and photos on our facebook page LeDeSpencersArms

6

Village News • November 2020

Downley Common News
Following the refurbishment of the flail
we have been able to resume our bracken
and bramble-bashing activities in various
locations around the common, although
the bracken seems to be particularly
robust this year and has grown back
with remarkable speed requiring another
flailing in several places. A private rubbish
dump emerged from the bracken near the old dairy in August which was
promptly cleared away and made tidy.
The Common suffered an incursion by
joy-riders in September resulting in tyremarks and ruts all over, including the cricket
pitch, and a number of broken posts where
the culprits made entrance and exit points.
We were able to replace the posts and beef up the defences with logs. Sadly
the lockdown and school closures tended to result in more bad behaviour than
normal but now the kids are back at school and the weather is less clement
things should get back to normal.
Path clearing was the focus in
October when a badly overgrown
path opposite Golf Links Cottages
was cut back and some overhanging
branches removed to allow passage
to both people and tractor.
Lastly, a quick reminder to those
who don’t pay by standing order
that your annual subscription was
due in October so your timely
attention to this matter will result
in continued harmony.
Bill Thompson. DCPS
Village News • November 2020
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Clean and Tidy Decorators
All aspects of the trade internal and external
protection, preparation, painting and paper hanging
Locally based, professional, friendly and reliable
With over 30 years experience

‘Quality work without cutting corners’

Call Steve: 07932749510 alternatively
email:cleanandtidydecorators@gmail.com
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Downley Community Centre
surprisingly busy

The Centre is functioning well under strict Covid-19
rules with business close to normal, but the management
committee and trustees would like to reiterate the rules
that apply to all visitors until Government regulations
change:
Please scan the QR code on the front porch
Please arrive and depart punctually
Please use the sanitiser provided on arrival and exit
Please wear a face covering at all times
Please ensure only one occupant at a time in the toilets
Keep the hall well ventilated – even when the heating
is on
 Maintain social distancing at all times
 Please clean all surfaces such as handles, sinks, chairs and tables when leaving








In place of the Father Christmas grotto this December, the management committee
has agreed that the Centre will donate £100 towards the children’s ward of Wycombe
Hospital. This is in line with the Centre’s philosophy to support local charities when
possible.
LIBRARY – major refurbishment is almost finished (see cover photo) so please watch
out for the formal re-opening date.
The Centre has two new daytime hirers both based around music with each hirer
complementing the other.
Hartbeeps offers classes for babies and toddlers featuring music, puppets, laughter and
fun whilst Musical Mayhem is an award-winning live music experience giving babies
and toddlers a lively introduction to traditional, modern and original children’s songs.
Downley Community Centre - Management Committee

Library refurbishment
watch for the re-opening date
Village News • November 2020
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Pilates
& Yoga
with Pamela

CLASSES ON ZOOM
LOCAL
CLASSES
am/pm
DURING
PANDEMIC
FOR FULL TIME TABLE
PLEASE VISIT

pilates-with-pamela.heyweb.com

07759 831 706
BOOK YOUR
TRIAL CLASS
W
Osteo approved
NO
Pilates Instructor, REPs 3,
Massage Therapist (ITEC)
(Relaxing, Remedial, Sports Massage)
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Shop Local!

During those very tough times in March & April when supermarket home delivery
slots were scarcer than hens’ teeth, our local Downley shops went above and beyond to
provide that extra support that so many of us needed. We are so very well served in our
local community, but it is essential that we continue to support those local businesses in
the better times as well as the times of shortage.
The hours that our wonderful local shop staff put in were above & beyond. Fiona
and her Pharmacy team, Sam and the Starlight team and Sarah and the Co-op team
were all truly fantastic, as indeed were so many other Downley shops and businesses.
Thank you one and all!
I particularly want to highlight the tremendous support that Sarah, Jo, Luke and all the
Co-op Team have provided in enabling the Downley Covid19 Action Group to deliver
food to our more vulnerable residents, or indeed those who simply had no safe way to
shop. Working with the Co-op, our DCAG volunteer delivery team have now made
over 600 deliveries, and the service will continue through what may be another difficult
period over winter. Sarah and her team could not have been more helpful, caring,
thoughtful or efficient. Despite often being run off their feet they remain cheerful,
good-natured and always willing to assist our Downley community in any way they
can. Thank you from the whole DCAG!
So, PLEASE, remember to support your local shops and businesses - they stood by us
during the tough times but need our support every week.
Mike Dean
Downley Covid19 Action Group - Logistics

Downley Theatre Group

That old saying “no news is good news” doesn’t seem relevant to live theatre at the
present; we’re unlikely to be organizing outings for quite some time. Members of
the Theatre Group have been contacted explaining that their personal details will
be held on the secure database and we will update them when more information
becomes available. Meanwhile, please get in touch with any questions and we’ll remain
optimistic that we’ll catch a show when safe to do so.
Alan & Claire Baker
downleytheatregroup@gmail.com
01494 437552
Village News • November 2020
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Aylesbury & High Wycombe
E: aylesbury.highwycombe@monkeymusic.co.uk
T: 01494 819138

Wendover Guide Hut, HP22 6HH
(Tues & Weds)
Wrights Meadow Centre, HP11 1SQ
(Thurs)
Sands Village Hall, HP12 4JF (Fri)

ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORKS CARRIED OUT
No Job Too Small From A Dripping Tap To a Full Size Patio
PATIO SPECIALISTS
WALL & FLOOR TILING
PAINTING & DECORATING
PLUMBING
FENCING
BLOCKED DRAINS / GUTTERS CLEARED

Call Trevor For Free No Obligation Estimate - No Call Out Fee
Tel: 01494 638953
Mobile: 07754 948743
Email: suttonsproperty@aol.com
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Downley Descants News
One Night Only
We endured the ‘virus’ during the
spring and early summer and honestly
thought things were improving. We were
encouraged to go out and mix with people
in restaurants; schools and universities
returned and things seemed to be getting
back to normal. We began to think there
might even have been a chance that our
Christmas concerts could have gone
ahead. Then, what happened? the virus
came back with a vengeance and we are
now drifting back to the situation we were
in last March. Christmas concerts now
look impossible and we must look towards
2021 and hope things really do get back
to some form of normality then.
We have been unable to meet since
March so there is very little to report
apart from the loss of two members of
the choir. Keith Pulford (bass) and Roy
Taylor (tenor) were key members of their
respective voice groups and will be sadly
missed by all. They have both stepped
up to the podium to conduct us or to
accompany us when the need arose.
There is to be a memorial concert for
Keith at his church in Amersham as and
when circumstances permit. Downley
Descants and many other choirs from
South Bucks will take part as Keith was
heavily involved in the ‘choral’ scene in
the area. We are honoured to be involved,
although very sad about the reason
for holding the concert. The Downley
Descants committee have also agreed
that a charity concert in memory of
Roy would be appropriate and this will

definitely take place when
we are able. When we have
arranged a date it will be well publicised
and promoted as we want a big audience
to honour Roy and would like to raise a
large amount for charity.
On a lighter note, we did manage to
hold a socially distanced picnic on the
Common in early September which was
well attended and enjoyed by everyone. It
was unanimously agreed how nice it was
to see fellow choristers again, have a chat,
and share the camaraderie we all enjoy at
rehearsals, albeit for ‘One Night Only’. It
was actually held in the afternoon, but it
was a good excuse to include a song title
somewhere in the article. We did have a
quiz evening ‘pencilled in’ for September
but this was cancelled for obvious reasons.
We will hold a quiz sometime in the
future - but the main question and your
starter for ten is WHEN.
Bob Cook (Bass)
Downley Parish Notice Boards
Notices for the Parish notice boards should
be left at the Community Centre. Notices
must be received one month in advance of
the event. Notice boards are updated on the
first Thursday of each month. Please post
notices into the letterbox at the Community
Centre clearly marked for the Clerks
attention. Please notify the Clerk if you have
posted a notice at the centre by emailing to
info@downleyparishcouncil.org
All notices must be for local non profit organisations.
Please ensure that A5 size notices are supplied.
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Chameleon Singles Group
It has been an interesting year for Chameleon and like many
groups we had hoped by now to return to more “normal”
events in our programme. Now, of course, what is “normal” as we enter a second
lockdown which means the group’s members can no longer meet. The rule of six had
served us well allowing us to meet for walks, drinks, coffee mornings and meals out
but that will no longer be possible for a while. It is likely to be the New Year before
we can look at doing some of our regular events and perhaps enjoy some days out too.
The internet, and in particular Zoom Video Conferencing, has been a great way of
keeping in touch. During lockdown we will be running these sessions on a regular
basis which will be themed around the real event. For example, we will have a virtual
coffee morning from the comfort of your own home. Similarly, our Lunch Club and
Pub Nights will run in the same way. Walks and outdoor events such as days out may
be a little bit trickier but we will see what we can come up with!
Of our recent events we had an early evening sunset walk around Penn Wood
starting out from The Squirrel at Penn Street. We did a loop following the outer area
of the wood for most of the way coming out by the church for the final walk along
the road back to the pub. A drink and light meal was enjoyed before returning home.
The Coffee Mornings and Pub events have been well supported although we have
had to limit these to a maximum of six people. This has meant it’s not possible for
everyone to attend the popular events but this has been necessary to ensure safely and
compliance with government guidelines regarding Coronavirus.
We are still welcoming new members to our group. So, if you are single, 40-60’s,
looking for a great social life and new friends then why not give us a try? There
are no strangers at Chameleon, just new friends to be made both through our
Zoom meet-ups and at regular events when these are possible. We have several
local people from Downley, West Wycombe, Sands, Cressex and surrounding
areas and you would be very welcome too.
To find out more call our membership secretaries Terrie on 01494 445816,
Trevor on 01494 529067 or e-mail: info@chameleonsingles.org.uk. Visit
us on-line at www.chameleonsingles.org.uk for more information and our
current programme or connect with us through Facebook.
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Come and join us for a
chat over a relaxing
cup of coffee
Every Thursday morning at
St James’ Church, Downley
From 10.30 to 12.00.
Feel free to bring a friend

We observe current rules on social distancing.
Please wear a mask if appropriate.
Plomer Hill, Downley, High Wycombe, HP13 5NB
Tel: 01494 534 315 www.stjamesdownley.org.uk
St James' Coffee Morning Advert Covid Opt1-2.indd 1
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News from St James
As 2020 draws to a close, what a different year it has been.
One in which, despite the difficulties and challenges, we have
seen people pull together in all sorts of ways to support their
neighbours and others in our community.
We have also learned a new appreciation of the things that we do have and the
value of the simple things, like the chance to meet up and chat with one another.
In the autumn we held a socially distanced working
party day, clearing and tidying up our church grounds
and planting some new bulbs. It was such a joy to
be working outside with others from the church
community, even at a distance.
Community and relationships are
so important. We are continuing
to hold our services both in
the building on Thursdays at
10am, and Sundays at 11am
and also to ‘Zoom’ our Sunday service, with people able
to contribute in person or via Zoom, which has been
working well. We are also open for our coffee pop-in
on Thursdays 10.30-12 each week in our church hall, with the appropriate
distancing, do come and join us.
As we draw near to Christmas, relationships with family and friends are at
the forefront of our minds. It is the time of year, more than any other, when
we remember those relationships, sending cards and presents and meeting up
together. As I am writing this, we have no idea what restrictions will be in place
at that point, but we know for sure that this will be a very different Christmas
from usual.
In the midst of the differences I think its helpful to remember the things
that do not change.
• Christmas is still a time of celebrating Jesus coming into the world as a baby,
sent by God to live on earth and to die for us, making a way for us to have a
relationship with God for all time.
Village News • November 2020
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MagicTouch 

IRONING
SERVICE
C

local collection & delivery
M

Y

Bags provided
Fast turnarounds
Non smoking
Steam press

Complete rewires

MY

Consumer units / fuseboard upgrade

CY

CMY

K

For more information please contact Louise on

TIN & F

N
EN

AUS

07986 978 081

A&F

ECOR

Painting, Decorating
& Building Refurbishment
Interior & Exterior
Domestic & Commercial

General Maintenance
Please call Noel
07738 906 674
Jamie 07938 923 770
Office 01628 483 527
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All domestic / commercial
works undertaken.

CM

Competative rates

D

Reliable, local electrician with
15 years experience.

Small works / fault finding
Outdoor lighting
New build 1st & 2nd fix

Ryan Stockton
E: ryan@skylineelectrical.co.uk
Tel: 07805 926329

Personalised
Learning
Tuition Services
Currently offering private tuition
and home schooling for KS1 and
KS2 pupils of all abilities and
needs.
Based in Downley, I am an
experienced: Head Teacher,
Deputy Head and SENCO.
Please contact me to discuss how
I can best support you in meeting
your child’s needs.
Phone: 07765248736
highwycombetutor@gmail.com
www.highwycombetutor.com
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• The love that is at the heart of Christmas will still be there, that will not
change – we may have to find different ways of expressing that love, but
people have been incredibly inventive in this time, and perhaps having to
work harder at this will make it special in different ways
In the coming months we will be praying particularly for strength, courage
and peace for all in our community in this time of uncertainty, stress and
sorrow for many.
The Churches in Downley are joining together to
organise an online Christingle service on Christmas
Eve. You will be able to collect packs to join in with
making your own Christingle from The Pastures Church,
Sunnybank Methodist in Moor Lane and St James from
14 December. Please check their websites for more details
about this service.
At St James all our Christmas services will be on Zoom as well as in the
building. Please do join us if you can. You will find the Zoom link on our
website, www.stjamesdownley.org.uk.
Sunday 20 December

Carol Service

11.00 am

Christmas Eve

Communion Service

11.00 pm

Christmas Day

Communion Service

11.00 am

Rev Heather Graham
Heather.graham@stjamesdownley.org.uk • 01494 534 315 or 07876 292 288

Downley War Memorial Hall
There is still no news on when the Local History section of High
Wycombe Library will be open to the public. Consequently, I will not be
reporting on the Second World War in this edition.
As I write this there is talk of a second national lockdown so it is difficult to know
when I will next have access to the Bucks Free Press archive.
The Hall is currently open for some of the regular hirers but, as you will already know,
we have had to cancel our annual Remembrance Service.
Alan Baker
alanbaker49@btinternet.com • 07890 762527
Village News • November 2020
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Fit-to-Fly
Covid19 Tests
Need to travel Abroad?
We offer private PCR test

Results within 48 hours including travel certificate.
For more info visit downleypharmacy.com/fittofly
or phone 01494 513 060
info@downleypharmacy.com
Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 5UW

M A HUNT

painting & decorating
FREE ESTIMATES

FRIENDLY SERVICE

01494 564998
07775626752
hunt.m6@sky.com

27 saunderton vale high wycombe bucks HP14 4LJ
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Downley Methodist Church (Sunnybank)
We’re open again!

Although our meetings are still a bit different from what they were pre lockdown, we’re
now seeing local preachers or our minister, Rev. Vida Foday, most weeks. Face masks
are required and we’re still not being allowed to sing.
Thanks to technical help from other members in the Circuit, we are now able to
include some YouTube clips in our services which are proving to be a welcome addition
to our worship.
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel some events this year and our usual Winter Fair
in November will not now take place.
Our monthly Craft Club is currently suspended. We miss our young people but they
are always in our thoughts and we try to keep in touch.
The playgroup is now back, as well as the dance classes and we’re looking forward to
welcoming other users again as soon as restrictions allow.
Sunday worship now starts at 10.00am and lasts approximately an hour.
There will be no service at Sunnybank on 27th December.
On Christmas Day we plan to hold a short service at the usual time of 10.00am but,
due to restrictions on the number of people we can accommodate, if you would like
to come along, you’ll need to book places in advance. Masks will be required and I’m
afraid that, unless the rules change significantly, we won’t be allowed to sing.
The booking line (07811 707918) will be open from Monday 23 November until
Friday 12 December. Depending on the level of demand, we may put on a second
service at 11.00am.
Sadly, if you arrive at the chapel on the day without a booking we may be unable to
accommodate you; something we never thought we would have to contemplate.
We hope that you’ll understand and be able to join us.

An extra Christmas event at Sunnybank Chapel
Whilst we’re not able to hold a Carol Service in the usual way, we will be having an hour
of carols played by candlelight at the chapel from 6pm on Wednesday 23 December.
Please come along and bring the family. As with our normal services, due to Covid
restrictions we can only allow a finite number of people into the church building. This
means that if the numbers get too high inside we may have to ask folk to move on, or
listen from outside.
Unfortunately, again due to Covid, singing cannot take place at this event.
Clive Knapman • Sunnybank Steward
Village News • November 2020
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Downley Toddler Group
Come along for a cup of tea and a play,
visit the library for Story Time.

Ages 0-5
Mondays, 9.30am to 11.30am
at the Downley Community
Centre, School Close

LOOKING FOR A MORTGAGE?
NOT SURE HOW MUCH YOU CAN
AFFORD
Mortgages | Remortgages |Home Movers | First Time Buyers | Buy to Let |
Let to Buy | Right to Buy | Home Improvements | Further Advances | Debt
Consolidation | Shared Equity | Shared Ownership | Life Insurance |
Critical Illness Insurance

Mortgage and Protection Adviser

Chris Stanley

‘’I will find the mortgage that’s right for you.’’
Contact me today for an initial FREE CONSULTATION

07999 630 766

chriss@the-mortgagestore.co.uk

Term time only

22

the-mortgagestore.co.uk
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Coffee Stop News
Sadly, I have to give you news of the passing of Don Pryde
recently after a long illness. For many years Don organised our
finances and also helped with putting up and taking down the
tables. Cynthia was, of course, one of our valued helpers and
we send her our love and condolences.
Unfortunately, we don’t see any prospect of opening again in the near future but rest
assured we have the contact details of all of our regular customers and will let you
know the moment the situation improves. Meanwhile, we are all keeping in touch by
phone, email, and grapevine.
Stay safe everyone;
Ann Buxton
pabuxton@hotmail.com

Downley Gardening Society
We are still keeping in touch
with our members via an email
newsletter with chat and pictures
about our own gardens and
helpful tips. We managed to have
a socially distanced afternoon
tea outside St James’ hall in
September before the rule of 6
came into force. The sun shone
and we had a lovely time, with
some beautiful plants for sale too.
As we are still not able to meet in
the hall, we are going to try some Zoom meetings. We have 2 booked for November
and December; members will receive details of how to join by email or via our
newsletter. If you are a non-member and would like to join please contact Alison on
downleyveales67@gmail.com. We will be asking for donations rather than membership
subscriptions this year.
Please keep safe, enjoy your gardens and we hope to see members and non-members,
who are always very welcome, at one of our events.
Village News • November 2020
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Support your local voluntary Library
Downley Community Centre
School Close,
Downley,
High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire HP13 5TR
Tel: 01494 528133

Library Opening Times
Mondays 10-12 noon
Thursdays 3-5 pm
Saturdays 10-12 noon

Email: enquiries@downleylibrary.org.uk

Follow us on Facebook.
You can link to us through
‘Groups’. See what’s new on
the library shelves!

Library Update
Now for the good news, the library is allowed to reopen once the current lockdown has ended. We have
been given access to a completely refurbished
library, now we have to refill the the bookcases,
sort out the computers and counter and then
assemble the protective screens. The next challenge
will be to work out how many people we can have in
the library at a time. Please keep a lookout on the
Parish notice boards and library Facebook page for
actual opening date. We will also put notices in local
shops.
Please be advised that you will have to use
facemasks in all parts of the community centre.
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Woodlands Pre School

If you are a long-term resident of Downley, you may already know about The Woodland
Pre-school which operates out of the Guide and Scout Hut on Coates Lane. We have been
open for over 40 years now and must have started a thousand children on their ‘learning
journey’; maybe your own children were some of the “Woodlanders” that passed through
our doors, played with toys and played outside in the wooded playground.
We are so lucky to be in such a wonderful location, with lots of trees to watch the
changing seasons and many different types of wildlife that visit our Nature Garden. The
site has changed a lot over the years. A long time ago a team of hardworking volunteers
and parents transformed the outside area from a large patch of brambles and overgrown
plants to an exciting and engaging play area. There was a play tower in the centre of the
area, which included a rope climbing wall, a slide and a fireman’s pole to slide down. In
other parts there was space to play and run about with a soft bark surface, in keeping with
the natural environment. If your children attended Woodlands over the last 15 years they
would certainly have enjoyed playing and learning using the outside area.
In the last few years, the play tower has started to look worn and tired. This is
understandable when you work out that possibly 450 children have climbed, slid, jumped
and enjoyed playing on it for several hours a day! The fundraising committee at the time
decided it needed replacing and worked really hard organising events such as Christmas
Fayres, quizzes, sponsored bounces and raffles. Subsequent committees continued
with this hard work and finally, after a delay due to COVID, in May this year the play
tower was replaced. It is similar to what was there previously, but it is slightly bigger
to accommodate more children (and even the odd adult!). Unfortunately, again due to
COVID, not all of last year’s children got to see the new
play tower; however the children this year are certainly
enjoying it, as am I!
Myself, the staff and ‘Woodlanders’ are so grateful to the
committees, parents and local community over the last 3
or 4 years, who have generously given time or money to
enable us to replace this vital part of our outdoor learning
area. Hopefully, hundreds more children will enjoy the
new play tower for many years to come.
Katy White • ‘Woodlands’ Leader
We currently have some spaces available for the spring and summer terms and are
now able to offer viewings once the children have left for the day. If you would like
to book an appointment or just want to find out a bit more about Woodlands then
please contact us on 01494 521953 or admin@thewoodlandpreschool.co.uk
Village News • November 2020
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Community Events at Christmas

Continued restrictions imposed under Covid regulations mean that a somewhat less
merry Christmas may on the cards this year and this could be particularly trying for
those who are elderly, live alone or are socially isolating. The Downley Day Committee
will therefore be putting on some community events to support those already being
planned by a number of street groups. These will include:
Saturday 5th December at 2:00pm: The Downley Christmas Tree will be put up
outside the Co-op food store. Following on from the success of the Friendship Tree on
the Common, we would like to invite Downley’s children (Government restrictions
permitting) to come and help decorate the tree with your own decorations that you can
bring along. We suggest that parents accompany their children to ensure that social
distancing rules are maintained.
Sunday 13th Dec: Christmas Craft Market at the Community Centre starting
at 1:00pm until 5:00pm. All three rooms will be utilised, each containing up to 4
stalls, meaning 12 stalls in total. There will be range of craft stalls on display with
opportunities to buy either those last minute gifts (if you’re well-organised) or the bulk
of your Christmas shopping (if you’re not). Volunteers will be present to ensure that
visitors form an orderly queue to enter and conform to a one-way route through the
centre with separate entrance and exit so as to maintain adequate separation. Fingers
crossed that we don’t go into tier 2 before then.
Saturday 19th December: A number of streets will be putting on their own Christmas
activities on the Saturday before Christmas and these will be supported by some
village-wide entertainment provided by the Downley Day Committee in the form
of the “Downley Blowers” Brass Band and the Top Notes choir who will perform a
selection of seasonal favourites at a number of locations around the village during the
afternoon and early evening. They will be supplemented by a visit by Mother Christmas
and a number of self-identifying elves who will be distributing
good tidings where it matters most.

Keep a look out on downley.org and Downley
Facebook page for timings and locations.
These activities are dependent on Government
restrictions not exceeding the equivalent of Tier 1.
Any more restrictive rules will result in cancellation.
Anyone who would like to get involved with
supervising these events, such as helping to supervise
social distancing rules, will be most welcome –
contact info@downley.org.
Here’s wishing you all a Merry Christmas.
Village News • November 2020
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Downley Evening
https://downleyeveningwi.weebly.com/
Janet Durkin 01494 535662
Buckinghamshire
01494 526685
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Downley Evening WI

Hello again from Downley Evening WI.
Autumn is upon us and winter and Christmas looming. Normally, at Downley Evening
WI, we have a full programme of events and celebrations planned but, of course, nothing
is normal this year. We have not been able to meet in person except in small gatherings,
like everyone else, but we are adapting to the circumstances. We held our AGM via Zoom
and it worked well. It was great to see friendly faces and hear a bit of news.
Speaking of news … our sister WI, Downley Village Evening, has now closed and
merged with us at Downley Evening, much to our delight. We are so happy to welcome
new members from the village and hope they will find us a warm and friendly family.
We look forward to great times ahead. At our AGM, Janet Durkin was re-elected as
President of the new, enlarged WI and we congratulate her on steering us into this new
era for Downley Evening. Janet is every inch a WI woman who pours herself tirelessly
into working for the membership. She has certainly been a mainstay during the past
months of lockdown restrictions, welcoming small groups to her garden in the good
weather, phoning and chatting with members to make sure they are ok and keeping
them connected and cheerful. Thank you, Janet, for all you do.
As for Zoom … well, we are about to embrace the virtual world in our meetings now.
November’s meeting will feature Tom Way speaking about Wildlife on your Doorstep
(Nov 10th) and December will be Celebration of Christmas with Andy Thomas (Dec
8th). We are aware that not all of our members will be able to avail themselves of these
virtual meetings but we hope that something is better than nothing for those who can,
and in this way we hope to brighten the darker months with some interest, fun and
friendship. Usually, we would have other activities too, such as a Christmas concert
with the Downley Descants and a mulled wine evening at a member’s home but,
sadly, these events cannot happen this year. It’s the tree that bends with the wind that
weathers the storm, so we need to be adaptable.
This year is the centenary of Bucks Federation of WIs and it should have been full of
events and activities celebrating that milestone. All cancelled. However, there is still
one element of the celebrations available. The WI commissioned and has published a
book: The Bucks Villages Book, and all the contributors are WI members. Not a book
about the WI, but about the villages (and towns or communities) in Buckinghamshire
where the WI has put down roots. It aims to provide a snapshot of these communities
- a little bit of history, maybe some local anecdotes or colour, mostly what the village
is like today. It’s illustrated too so you might see someone you know. At £12, it’s good
value and might make a lovely Christmas present, particularly for friends or family who
have moved away, or just for yourself.
See opposite for details of a special trial WI membership. We hope that this may make
a difference to some of you who are perhaps feeling isolated in more ways than one. As
Village News • November 2020
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Tutor - Jill

On Line
CURRENTLY OFFERING
ZOOM LESSONS
Call or Text
0773 860 99 44
Primary
Literacy and Numeracy • 11+
Secondary
GCSE
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology
A’Level
Biology, Chemistry,
Environmental Science, Psychology
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someone living alone, I know that I have been very grateful this year for the technology
which has enabled me to be in contact with family and friends, to engage in fun or
learning activities or simply to have a chat face to face via my computer. It will never
replace a hug -but it has helped me not to feel so solitary. So consider ‘Try the WI’. It
might be just what you need.
If you would like information about how to grab your copy of the Bucks Villages Book,
or would like to join us for one of the virtual meetings, please contact our President,
Janet Durkin, on 01494 535662. Although we won’t be able to offer you our customary
cake, you will be very welcome. All that remains to me now is to wish you safety, good
health and a very blessed and happy Christmas and New Year. See you in 2021.

Angela Taplin
Downley Parish Council Meetings
Meetings are on 2nd Tuesday of the month • Up to 30 minutes are allowed for public questions
War Memorial Hall 7.45pm • January, March, May, July, September and November
Downley Community Centre, School Close 7.45pm February, April, June, August, October and December
Agendas are posted on the Parish Council notice boards at least 4 days in advance. Copies of the Parish
Council’s Minutes are available at the Downley Community Library for residents to read. They are also
included on the Parish Council Website.

The Clerk (Chettina Masters) can be contacted on 01494 444683
E: info@downleyparishcouncil.org

   
DOWNLEY BRIDGE CLUB

NEW WALKERS MUST COMPLETE A REGISTRATION FORM

meet every Thursday
at the Downley Community Centre
from 7-10 15pm.
BACK
We are a small friendly club and all SOON
standards of players are welcome
with or without a partner. partner. Our
club would be ideal for those who play
bridge but are hesitant in taking the next
step and joining a club.
For anyone wanting to learn bridge
no previous knowledge of bridge is
necessary. Lessons every week at 6pm

Contact Simply Walk on 07802 260812,
email simplywalks@buckscc.gov.uk
or visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk

email: syme.pat@gmail.com
phone: 01494 530558
www.bridgewebs.com/downley

Join us every week for walks in
your local countryside.
A chance to meet new friends and feel good!
MONDAY - 10am for a 1½ hour walk
THURSDAY - 11am for a 1 hour wak
meet on The Common (Memorial Hall end)

ALL WALKS HAVE A TRAINED LEADER WITH A BACK
MARKER • Walk at your own pace
PLEASE BOOK ONLINE BEFORE ATTENDING AS
WE ARE CURRENTLY LIMITED TO 30
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Littleworth Road
Advent Calendar of Activities!!

Well it’s nearly that time of year folks and, as they say, it’s all in the planning so we had
to start early! Early October that is!!
We can all agree that 2020 has been a pretty rough year for everyone. So we, the
Street reps for Littleworth Road, decided we were going to try and do something a
little different this December to cheer everyone up (hopefully) and focus our minds on
Christmas fun…
Rayne Hillcoat-Williams set this off with her Christmas Jumper idea, which she
later shared with all the village Street reps. Jenny Douglas came up with a Christmas
Advent theme, so we went with it and put our heads together (metaphorically speaking
– distancing was observed at all times…) to come up with an activity or event, some
small, some not so small, one for each of the 24 days run up to Christmas Day.. not an
easy task but someone had to do it. Ho! Ho! Ho!
After more than one cup of coffee and several retakes, we finally had a plan of action!
Now, to try and set the ball rolling.
My first step was to speak to Karen at Woodlands Playgroup, who was very enthusiastic
about being involved and agreed to organise the children to create a Nativity Scene
for us to put on display. After approaching Timothy Cooper at South Bucks Business
Products at Cressex Business Park, he very kindly agreed to support us by sponsoring
and providing the 3ft by 2ft card needed for the figures. We are very grateful to
Timothy and his brother Matthew for their support.
Next, following Jenny D’s impromptu conversation with Mark Darvill of Hillclimb
Garage, Littleworth Road, whilst shopping next door, he said that he would be happy
to be involved…….so off I went to speak with Mark to discuss what he would be
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happy to do for us. He was most welcoming and said that he was born in the area and
would be proud and delighted for Hillclimb to support the road’s Christmas Advent
Calendar of Events as he hoped to become an active member of the village community.
After asking me about our plans, Mark very kindly offered to sponsor our Community
Christmas Tree, which Mark will place on the forecourt of Hillclimb Garage on 1
December, decked with lights and a large star. The top will be decorated with donated
baubles, leaving the bottom half for one of our road’s later activities.
Mark was also eager for us to use the garage forecourt for the Littleworth Road
Christmas Market (with mulled wine provided by Downley News), as well as
welcoming the Woodlands Nativity Scene to be placed in the showroom window on
4 December. The Tree and the Nativity Scene are very much our focal point for the
Christmas period for carols and parade activities ending there.
We have many things planned including: Readings, Competitions, Quiz sheet,
Children’s Nativity Parades, Santa Parade, Christmas Carols along the Road,
Neighbours Tree Decorating Day (with refreshments courtesy of Hill Climb Garage),
Gifting Day, Christmas Jumper Day,
etc.
Have a great Christmas xx
From Shirley Ellis, Jenny Douglas
& Rayne Hillcoat-Williams
These activities are dependent
on Government restrictions not
exceeding the equivalent of Tier 1.
Any more restrictive rules will result
in cancellation.
Village News • November 2020
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JR-Travel Private Hire
We can take you in comfort to almost any destination you require
including; airports, seaports, theatre trips and any special occasions.
Fully licensed drivers.
Family run business based in Downley.
For a competitive quote please give us a call.

Tel: 01494 63 95 63
Mobile: 07762 886208
Website: www.jr-travel.co.uk
Email: enquires@jr-travel.co.uk
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All the News from Hillclimb Garage
You may have noticed some changes here at Hillclimb Garage – we have begun our
transition across to being a dedicated Service and MOT Centre, with the popular used
car department closing to allow room for expansion. We have been doubling in size
each year over the last 5 years and we had always intended to make this jump at some
point – this year being a most remarkable time to do it!
The Covid situation has been important for us to cope with here – we all need our cars,
and although we might be using them less, it’s even more important that we can rely on
them when we need them. Our Covid-Safe service now includes an internal application
of Steri-7 sanitiser which delivers virus and bacterial protection for up to 5 days once
used on a surface – we also sanitise keys when you come to collect your car. We have a
‘clean’ collection and delivery service for those who would prefer to stay shielded and
this has been an amazing support for the most vulnerable in our community. We have
been offering a post-lockdown check for cars – and we offered a ‘start your car’ day –
where we attended 19 cars in the local area that had failed batteries!
With this most recent lockdown, we are extremely well prepared to remain open with
full PPE and Covid-Safe procedures in place. MOTS will still be due during this time,
and many cars will still need an MOT from May. We have a tremendously successful
collection and delivery service, and every car is sanitised with Steri-7 which provides 5
day protection on surfaces. We are still here for you
You may have heard we were in the finals of two national competitions – we have heard
this week that our nominations are to be carried over into 2021. We are extremely
proud to have been shortlisted down to the final few garages in both competitions – we
will keep you informed as to how we get on!
Finally, we are incredibly proud to be hosting a
sponsored Christmas Tree on our forecourt for
local residents – which will be in place from
1 December. We are planning a wonderful
Christmas Market on 6 December in
conjunction with our local street rep Shirley
Ellis – held outdoors, on our forecourt. It
is the first time we have done anything
like this and we sincerely hope that it is
enjoyable for all of our local neighbours!
Watch out on our website and Facebook
page for updates on events and other
community news.
Village News • November 2020
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Would you like
your child to be a
FIRST CLASS learner?
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Individualised modular study
programme
Improves school performance
Small groups
Regular assessments and
feedback
Excellent results

*Numeracy *Literacy *11+
ALL AGES & ALL ABILITY LEVELS
Mr. Vora
First Class Learning
0205732919 / 07949590466
eden@firstclasslearning.co.uk
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The Downley School PA

Christmas is still
going ahead…..
Whilst we are living in such a strange
time when we are unsure of how we
will be able to celebrate Christmas,
The Downley School Parents
Association are determined that we
will spread a little festive cheer around the Village. Sadly, our Summer Fayre didn’t
go ahead and neither will our Christmas Fayre so we have put our heads together and
come up with some great plans!

Introducing……………..

The Downley School PA Great Elf Hunt 2020

Robertsons Estate Agents have sponsored our Fayres for many years and
have kindly offered to help organise this event. For £2 per family, you can
download clues to help find the elves hidden around the village. This will
be a great family activity whilst adhering to social distancing guidelines,
also getting some fresh air and exercise. Anyone who downloads the clues
will be automatically entered into a prize draw. The Great Elf Hunt will be
open to everyone in the village, even if you don’t have a child at The Downley School.

Tickets for the Great Elf Hunt will be on sale from 1 December 2020.
If you have a child at the school, you can pay for your map
at https://www.pta-events.co.uk/downley
We would love as many as possible to get involved, so if you don’t have a child at the
school, don’t worry. Please email us at thedownleyschoolpa@hotmail.co.uk and we can
sign you up that way. You can also purchase a map from Sam at Starlight Stores.
We really appreciate your support and hope this will be a fun activity for all the Village.
Raffle: We are also running our popular Christmas Raffle, if you would like to support
us and buy some tickets please contact us at thedownleyschoolpa@hotmail.co.uk. We
have some fantastic prizes including an Ipad Air 2020 256Gb Wi-Fi, a Christmas
Hamper and a Children’s Hamper. We will also have other themed hampers for prizes.
Also, if you are able to donate a raffle prize this would be hugely appreciated and you
can contact us at the above email address.
Thank you for your support. We know it’s a little early, but we would like to wish you
all a very Merry Christmas - and stay safe!
The Downley School Parents Association
Village News • November 2020
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STREET
LIGHTING
Please report
all lighting repairs
to the Parish Clerk
01494 444683
or email
info@downleyparishcouncil.org
Include the street name
and the nearest house number,
lights cannot be reported
without this information.
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Winter 2020
Wal, hello all my ole mates. Yes, I’m still here,
that virus hasn’t penetrated my defences – I
reckon it’d ‘ave a job what with awl that stuff I
puts on the gardin and sprays on the roses - if
it keeps orf the blackspot and mildew then it’ll
keep orf that virus - plus the bonny smoke and
muckspreading smells comin from them farms
over Napple way. “I can tell where you’ve bin’”
sez Mrs H when I gets back from the plot!
So wot ‘ave I bin a’doin and goin to do this
winter eh? Wal, first a little discussion about
keepin the weeds down. Wal, once I’ve dug
over a bed and forked in some muck I rolls
some ol’ carpet over the top. That stays there
until I needs the ground and …..no weeds
underneath! Some plot organisers don’t allow
carpet – wal, I dunno! They sez it’s not natural
or summat – pollutin’ the ground. Wot! Then
they sez to put sheets of plastic down to stop
the weeds a ‘growin’. Wot again! Carpet is
recyclin’, or even upcyclin’, plastic is not. We’ve
got too much of it everywhere, so it don’t make
sense to bin carpet but OK to use plastic?
So, let’s ‘ave some sense can we! Fortoonately
carpet is OK at the Downley plots (but I would
like a little hut too and that’s not OK) …my
spuds and onions are excellent and they comes
from carpet beds. I’m even thinking of settin’
up a second-hand carpet sale – could be a nice
little earner they tells me.
Wal, wot ‘ave I got goin’ for next year? First
I’ve planted some broad beans in seed boxes
to bring ‘em along before plantin’ out. My
favourite – Aquadulce – had sold out so
I’m hexperimentin’ with some ‘Valenciana’.
Excitin’ eh? (“That’s all he gets excited about
nowadays”, says Mrs H…looking winsom’.)
Then it’s plantin’ that foreign garlic – the
young uns likes that. The instructions sez
they do best on well drained, light soil with
lots of sun…….wot? In Downley!! They likes
potassium; I don’t know why but they do.
That’s bonny ash to the likes of you and me,

so get some from your
bonny site or from your
fire or stove at home
(but don’t go usin’ coal
dust), spread it round the
cloves – them little garlics
you get when you breaks
up the whole bulb. You gets maybe 6 or 8 to a
bulb. Dib in the clove at least an inch (in old
money) or more below soil level (for you young
‘uns that’s 2.5 cms in they new fangles fancy
foreign measurements).
Then I got sum lettuces comin’ on in growbags
in the greenhouse, where the tommytoes was –
they were fabulous this year – even Mrs H was
impressed! I finds that most lettuce varieties
germinates in seed boxes in the greenhouse
orl year round – don’t overwater ‘em and keep
some fresh air a’circulatin’. Mrs H has just
cooked sum chutney with the green tommytoes
wot didn’t ripen before the rain set in…..all
stored away to eat during another lockdown….
or when they Brexit lorries can’t get through.
So wot about my French cousin, Jean
D’Artichoke? ‘Eh bien, quel virus?’ he sez back
in the summer, when he could get onto his
terroir……but now he’s banned from getting’
there, so he’s not a happy petit lapin at the
moment! Ha ha!
So, that’s orl my wise contribution to you
gardeners for this time, so stay by the fire,
‘ave a snooze after readin’ up some some seed
catalogs and ‘ave a little taste of summat to
warm you up……
They daffadowndilly bulbs ‘ll be popping up
in yor gardin before long - a sign that another
year’ll be starting. Cousin Jean tells me that
sum French bloke’s advice when times are
tough is to ‘cultivate yor gardin’, so that’s my
advice too.
Cheerio and a bientot
J.H. sent from my iSpade.
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Downley Local History Group
Corpse Paths, Graveyards and Downley

Have you ever wondered why there is no graveyard in Downley even though the first
village church was built in 1874?
Over the centuries burials were conducted on hallowed ground that was generally
associated with the local parish church. With the ever increasing population, people
began to move away from their original village, and began to farm and populate
land some distance from the parish church. Eventually their growth in numbers led
to demands for a local church to serve the new community. However revenue from
burials, together with that from the rites of birth and marriage, was then an important
source of income to a parish church and the construction of a new church ran the risk
of encroaching upon the territory of the existing parish church and, of greater concern,
the loss of revenue to the clergy. The parish church would therefore insist that only
a ‘mother’ church could hold burials, often necessitating the transportation of the
deceased some distance, along what became known as corpse or coffin paths, to their
final resting place.
What is now the village of Downley was
originally divided between two ecclesiastical
parishes with the major part of the village
in the parish of West Wycombe, whilst the
hamlet of Littleworth lay in the parish of
Hughenden. As the village grew St James’
Church was built at the junction of Narrow
Lane and Commonside to serve the village but with the exception of burials.
The bodies of those persons from Littleworth,
St James’ Church at the junction of
in the parish of Hughenden, would be taken
Narrow Lane and Commonside
down through the valley from Common Wood,
past the Manor House, then onto the graveyard at Hughenden Church, or via Coates
Lane and Hughenden Road. The corpse of a poor person would be taken by horse and
cart, probably borrowed from the local farmer, or carried manually by friends.
The last resting place for the Downley people in the parish of West Wycombe was in
the graveyard of Saint Lawrence Church- ‘The Church on the Hill’. Their final journey
in the old days was made by horse and cart by way of either the Blacksmiths Lane route
(opposite the cricket pitch), or Kiln Pond Lane (opposite The High Street) - the paths
meeting at the site of the steps (see over). Both routes then followed the path down to
The Pedestal at the junction of the Bradenham Road, through to West Wycombe village,
and then the long climb around the hill and up to the cemetery. When a person was
Village News • November 2020
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unable to afford a cart, the route was the same
for the people carrying the coffin, but then
they would turn right along the Bradenham
Road to Flint Hall Farm where a public
footpath runs to about halfway up the hill.
As yet we have not researched when
weddings and christenings first took place at
The junction of the Blacksmiths Lane
St James’ church, either at its original location
(LHS) and Kiln Pond Lane (RHS)
on Narrow Lane or more recently at the
steep-sided, corpse routes.
summit of Plomer Hill. Perhaps you can help
out with a date and the occasion?
If you would like to learn more about Downley’s past then have a look at our website at
http://downleyhistory.uk and contact us if you have something to add or comment on.
In the meantime, Stay Safe.

Downley Cricket Club
“It’s going to be a long winter”, so goes out the rallying cry from Colin
Caesar, forty years a Downley cricketer, trying to motivate the team as
every season draws to an end. This year saw a shortened season like no
other, and those who felt comfortable to turn out for the Club played as if every game
was rare and precious.
The Firsts, playing in the Championship Division of the combined BCMB League,
beat some stronger opponents, while the Seconds had a creditable mid-table finish.
Several friendlies were arranged and these too were hard-fought, with victory against
High Wycombe CC especially memorable. As Downley closed in on victory a couple
of huge sixes hit out of the London Road ground, remain an abiding memory. Plenty of
(socially distanced) cheering from family and friends during every match will sustain
the players through the winter. That aspect of Downley cricket will, we hope, never
end. Who can forget the pitch invasion by enthusiastic supporters when the Seconds
won the knock-out Cup a few seasons ago!
England’s men and women cricketers playing live cricket on our screens, including
a few games on the BBC after what seemed like decades, brought joy to millions of
cricket-lovers. Five overseas teams operated in Covid-secure bubbles, with England
unearthing a few new stars. Downley too saw a few players step up. A great effort was
made to respect government guidelines so that players could play in safety.
In truth it has been a frustrating year, especially for the dedicated folk who got the
ground on the Common looking the best it has in years, with plenty of good weather in
April, May and June to lovingly tend it. The wicket has been tidied and “ put to bed”
for the winter. All of us look forward to next season with optimism.
Village News • November 2020
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Downley Ancestors - Part 12

Where there’s a will
Family history is a never-ending detective story. Answers lead to questions, and the
search goes on. There is always more to find, and one of the most satisfying lines of
enquiry, after names and dates have been established, is to root the people into the
landscape, the places we know.
Wills can be a good source of detailed information, not only confirming relationships,
but also sometimes containing far more personal detail than censuses or certificates.
The will of Samuel Joynson, my 6x Great Grandfather who is buried in his family
vault in West Wycombe churchyard, was proved on 27 June 1821 and mentions land,
buildings, farms, cottages, gardens, orchards and meadows in Walters Ash, West
Wycombe, Bradenham, Naphill Common, Mooseley (Moseley Farm in Naphill),
Tything Brook (Church Lane in West Wycombe village), and specifically mentions
the Guard House at the bottom of Church Hill in West Wycombe. It also mentions
by name many of the tenants of the properties and in some instances who he had
originally purchased the properties from. Samuel wasn’t leaving anything to chance; in
the years before the land registry he wanted to ensure that his executors knew exactly
who was to get what and the extent of his estate.
Earlier, in 1790, Sarah Fenner (my 6x Great Grandmother, and an in-law to the above
Samuel), after she takes up the first page of her will ensuring her place in Heaven and
confirming that she is truly sorry for her worldly sins, mentions land bequeathed to her
by her late husband James Fenner, including Myze Farm (still stands, in the shadow of
West Wycombe Hill on the A40) and Cockshoots Farm off the Chorley Road.
To walk in the footsteps of past generations; to stand in the same places which haven’t
changed significantly since ancestors stood in the same spot over 200 years ago; to
walk through the same doors and walk the same paths are things which make family
history come alive. The sense of belonging to a place, to the people, to the community
is something I talked about in part 1 of this series, and now looking at wills I come
back to it again. In the intervening parts I have written about wars, workhouses, death,
murder, happy times and sad, successes and achievements, and discovery.
In these unprecedented, worrying times it is reassuring to know that we are just a small
part of history. Life will go on, it will change but it will go on and we will play our part
in shaping the world for generations to come, who one day, might be writing about us!
Paul Turner
Village News • November 2020
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From Westminster
Steve Baker - MP for Wycombe
Normally when I write in the November issue of Downley
Village News I am thinking about the things we share at
this time of year – the change in the seasons, Remembrance
Sunday, preparations for Christmas and so on. This year is
different, and there is no doubt of the impact coronavirus has
had on all our lives.
Although I am writing this before the vote is held in Parliament, I expect us to go into
a four-week lockdown during November. The Prime Minister is anxious to contain the
autumn surge of people testing positive for COVID, protect the NHS and save lives
and livelihoods. The restrictions also have to be balanced against the long-term effect
on business and jobs, and physical and mental health.
Although we are not going back to the full-scale lockdown of March and April, and
schools will remain open, the Government is asking the clinically vulnerable and those
over 60 to minimise their contact with others. People are only permitted to leave home
for specific reasons, and I am afraid non-essential shops, leisure and entertainment
venues and the personal care sector have had to be closed. It is important to remember
the NHS continues to be available for non-COVID healthcare so people should not be
afraid to use the NHS for scans and treatment if they need it.
The Government will continue to do everything possible to support jobs and
livelihoods. Almost 10 million jobs have been protected with furlough, and this scheme
is being extended throughout November. The Chancellor has paid £13.7 billion to help
the self-employed, and for November the support will be doubled from 40 to 80 per
cent of trading profits.
Although the new restrictions will mean there will be changes in my parliamentary
office, I still remain available to speak to constituents. Many of us have had to learn
to embrace technology, talking to our friends and family on the ‘phone and on the
internet rather than meeting in person. Zoom, Microsoft Teams and the traditional
telephone have meant I have been able to continue to speak to constituents, sometimes
singly and sometimes in groups. It has actually allowed me to offer more meetings and
greater flexibility to constituents, especially those who might otherwise find it difficult
to come to my office due to work, health, childcare or other reasons.
If you would like to get in touch with me please email: steve.baker.mp@parliament.
uk. If you despair of bureaucracy and would like my help with a particular issue, please
‘phone my constituency office on 01494 448408.
It only remains for me to send season’s greetings and to wish everyone a happy,
prosperous and, perhaps more importantly than ever, a healthy New Year.
Village News • November 2020
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News from Buckinghamshire Council

For up to date information from the Council in response to
Covid, including help available to individuals, organisations and
businesses, and the latest service provision please see https://www.
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/. Regular news by email
is available; to receive the emails, please sign up at https://www.
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/signup.
At the time of writing, the cases of infection in Buckinghamshire
are increasing and Buckinghamshire Council, in partnership with
Buckinghamshire Public Health and the Buckinghamshire NHS, have launched a
campaign to further raise awareness and ask for co-operation and support.
Buckinghamshire Council is determined that no child goes hungry during school
holidays. The ‘Helping Hand’ programme was launched in October to ensure
those who need extra support receive it. The ‘Helping Hand’ team can be reached
on 01296 395000, or alternatively anyone can speak with a member of staff at
one of the council access points at their offices in High Wycombe, Aylesbury
and Amersham. The programme is being funded by joint support from the
Government’s Hardship Fund provided to local councils over the summer and
Buckinghamshire Council.
High Wycombe High Street (currently benefitting from a programme of repair),
the Brunel Shed building preservation and the Wheatsheaf Inn project (dating
from 1399 and thought to be the oldest building in High Wycombe except for
the Parish Church) are just three of the legacies of renewal and investment from
Wycombe District Council. More locally, Downley High Street and Commonside
are due for repair and renewal in the next financial year. Plans are currently being
drawn up for further capital works to the carriageways and footpaths in the area.
Repairs requiring immediate attention can be reported on ‘fix my street’ on the
Council’s website.
The new boathouse, café and public toilets on the Rye are nearing completion,
ready for use from early next year. A welcome addition to the green flag award
winning park. Hughenden Park has also retained its green flag status, marking it
out as one of the best maintained parks in the country.
Keep safe and protect Bucks.
Paul Turner, Buckinghamshire Councillor for Downley
paul.turner@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 07825 842292
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Monkey Music
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P K Stroy, Builder
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Anne at editor@downley.org
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Send advertising copy to adverts@downley.org
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Coordinated by Sarah Bass. Volunteers to deliver locally are
always needed. If interested contact Sarah on:
sarah.bass001@gmail.com or 01494 462873
Rates
Half Page £30 | Quarter Page £20 | Eighth Page £15
Deadlines
The Village News is published quarterly in November,
February, May and August. The deadline for adverts and
copy for the next issue is 31st January 2021.
Website
news@downley.org
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.docx. Photographs to accompany the text should be sent
in as high a resolution as possible in any common graphics
format. Copy should be sent to editor@downley.org.
Any copy or photographs sent to this address may also be
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facebook.com/Downley.Community
Steering Committee
The Downley Communications Forum set up as part of the
Community Plan, provides oversight to the Village News,
the Village enews and the downley.org website.
Chairman
Secretary
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Webmaster

Bill Thompson
Peter Loadman
Bob Cook
Mark Starkey
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DCAG
Downley Covid-19

Action Group

DOWNLEY
PARISH COUNCIL

Autumn 2020

Community Coronavirus Support Continues!
The Downley Covid 19 Action Group (DCAG), supported by Downley
Parish Council, is pleased to confirm its continuing support to all Downley
residents during this challenging time.
Every street in Downley has a wonderful Street Representative that will
assist in the first instance. Please check www.downley.org for contact
details of the Street Representative for your road, or simply call the DCAG
on 07526 782977.
If you are having to self-isolate and have no one else to shop for you, and
you cannot access the various major supermarket home deliveries, please
call our wonderful local Co-op on (01494) 526179. They will pick and pack
your order and take payment over the phone, and then one of our DCAG
volunteers will safely deliver the shopping to you.
If you require assistance with prescriptions please call the Downley
Pharmacy on (01494) 513060 and they will endeavour to help you.
If you are finding providing food for you and your family very tough then
please contact your Street Rep or DCAG directly on 07526 782977 or at
info@downley.org. We can direct you to Food Bank support. Please note all
information will remain confidential.
And, finally, if you are feeling a little lonely, or simply just want a friendly
voice to talk to then please call our Listening Ear service on 07379 632281.
You will be put in touch with one of our trained volunteers who will be able
to provide reassuring support to you.

We are here to assist – just ask!
Downley Covid-19 Action Group - 07526 782977
Email: info@downley.org www.downley.org

