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Editorial

So….”freedom day” has come and gone and do we really feel all that different? I’m not
sure I do! I’m sure that for many people, in particular those whose livelihoods were
affected, it couldn’t come soon enough, but as for me - I’m still wearing my mask and
keeping my distance from people when I’m out and about, and I think it will take some
time to feel “safe” again. I am delighted, though, that many of our clubs and societies
are starting to meet up again in person.
And I am definitely looking forward to Downley Day and a chance to enjoy a bit of
“normal” activity, Let’s hope both the Covid restrictions and the weather are kind to us
and it can go ahead as planned on 18thSeptember.
I hope you like the photo on the front cover of the refurbished Downley Donkey sign,
which you can see in all its glory in the Library. It’s well worth a visit, and you’ll find a
handout there too to tell you about its history. It’s great that a piece of Downley’s local
history has been saved for future generations to enjoy.
Unbelievably, the next issue is our Winter one and, as usual, we will be delighted
to hear from any organisation in Downley (or the surrounding area) with news and
information. You can submit articles via the email address editor@downley.org (copy
deadline 31 October).
Anne, Editor • editor@downley.org
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Fit-to-Fly
Covid19 Tests
Need to travel Abroad?
We offer private PCR test

Results within 48 hours including travel certificate.
For more info visit downleypharmacy.com/fittofly
or phone 01494 513 060
info@downleypharmacy.com
Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 5UW
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Downley Parish Council
Downley’s lighting
replacement programme,
where sodium lights
are replaced with
more efficient LED
lights, is now well
underway. There are
some exceptions but
most columns are now
converted. Work remains
outstanding on the pole
bracket lights which
form the next stage of
the project and we hope
to update you shortly
around their completion.
We are delighted to
report that, with the
lifting of COVID
restrictions, the Parish
SIDs (Speed Indication
Devices) will now be
moving more frequently
around the Parish
in order to collect
data. Despite Covid
restrictions we have
managed, with the help
of our two volunteers,
to download some
limited data. Alongside
are the March figures
for Littleworth Road
and July figures for
Commonside and
Plomer Green Lane.
There will be more data
available on the Parish
website and Facebook
page.
DPC Clerk
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Make the Le De your local refreshment stop. Inside you will find a warm,
friendly atmosphere with an open fire, low ceilings and rustic beams.
Outside is a large attractive garden with a patio, prettily planted arbour
and a safe children’s play area. Booking advisable at this time!

01494 535317
sarah@ledespencersarms.co.uk | w w w.ledespencersa r ms.co.uk
Keep up with what’s on and download our menu on our website.
Plus share chat and photos on our facebook page LeDeSpencersArms
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Downley Day 21
The Downley Day Committee is busy organising this year’s event on 18th September
which now appears fairly certain to go ahead. The programme of events starting at
1:00pm in the main arena includes:
• Grand Opening by the Downley King and Queen
• LEAP song and dance performance
• Black Eagles acrobatic show
• ZKT Dance Academy demonstration
• Dog Show – entries in advance or on the day
• Top Notes choir
• Natalie Jane Dance demonstration
• Raffle draw – tickets available in the marquee
One of the ensembles from the High Wycombe Music Centre will also be performing
in the marquee during the afternoon.
Regulars at Downley Day will be back including:
• John Johnny as MC and entertaining the kids
• Hart’s Funfair
• Face Painting
• Barbeque
• Tea and Cakes
• Liquid refreshment all afternoon at the bar
So forget about Covid for an afternoon and come and enjoy yourselves at a traditional
Downley community get-together. See www.downley.org/community/downley-day
for more up to date details.

Chameleon Singles Group

Unfortunately we have been unable to include an article from our regular contributors
Chameleon due to a lack of space.
If you are single, 40-60’s, looking for a great social life and new friends then why not give us a try?
There are no strangers at Chameleon, just new friends to be made both through our Zoom meet-ups
and at regular events where these are possible. We have several local people from Downley, West
Wycombe, Sands, Cressex, Booker and surrounding areas and you would be very welcome too.
To find out more call our membership secretaries Terrie on 01494 445816, Trevor on 01494
529067 or e-mail: info@chameleonsingles.org.uk. Visit us on-line at www.chameleonsingles.
org.uk for more information and our current programme or connect with us through Facebook.

Village News • August 2021
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Aylesbury & High Wycombe
E: aylesbury@monkeymusic.co.uk
T: 01494 819138
Wendover Guide Hut, HP22 6HH
Your Cafe in the Park, Aston Clinton, HP22 5HL
St Martha's Church, Tring, HP23 6BL
Fairford Ley's Community Centre, HP19 7HT
St Mary's Centre, Haddenham, HP17 8AJ
Wrights Meadow Centre, High Wycombe, HP11 1SQ
Sands V illage Hall, High Wycombe, HP12 4JF

New classes opening soon in your local area!

8

Village News • August 2021

Downley Covid Action Group

Freedom Day has happened but you probably won’t notice much difference for a while.
Statutory rules have been replaced by the following guidance:
• Meet up outside if you can, or if indoors open windows or doors if you have visitors.
• If you think you might have COVID-19 symptoms, take a PCR test and stay home.
• Wear face coverings in crowded places to help protect others.
• Check in with the NHS COVID-19 app when you’re out.
• Wash your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds with soap.
• Get vaccinated if you are 18 or over. Most cases of infection and hospitalisation
are now happening in the under-50s due to reluctance to have the vaccine among
younger people. If you think you can’t get Covid then think again!
However, numbers self-isolating are increasing rapidly so be prepared to support those
who need help.

Downley Community Centre

Hirers are continuing to return to normal schedules at the centre.
There has been a huge increase in bookings for children’s parties and
new regular hirers include a new volunteer leader Andrew for the re-launch of Monday
morning baby and toddlers group. Contact: andrewmingard90@gmail.com
A second Pilates class starts in September on Monday evenings. Details in the Downley
Diary Round Up of Regular Activities on page 49.
The management committee is delighted to welcome two new members: Wendy
Monroe-West (representing Downley Parish Council) and Giles Tandy our new Parish
Clerk. If you have a local issue that you would like to discuss in person, Giles can be
found at his desk in the Maple Room Monday to Friday 9-1pm.
In line with HM Government’s revised Covid safety hygiene regulations, most of the
previous obligatory regulations have been converted to voluntary but are still preferred.
These include face coverings indoors and use of hand sanitiser at the same stations as
before. Access to communal cupboards is still denied so cups and mugs must not be
shared. If the kitchen is hired, items must be cleaned even more thoroughly than before
Covid. A face covering is preferred please in communal areas. Track and trace directly
by individuals or through each hirer remains obligatory. The Community Library will
continue to record visitor details and use the side door exclusively, but it is two-way.
Thank you for your continued support through a difficult period for us all.
Downley Community Centre – Management Committee
Village News • August 2021
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07555 345689

FREE TYRE & PRESSURE CHECK
FOR ALL DOWNLEY RESIDENTS!
Call, text or WhatsApp
for any tyre needs.
We offer a Covid compliant,
competitively priced service.
We are here to keep YOU on the road
www.wycombemobiletyres.co.uk

MOBILE TYRE FITTING
WE COME TO YOU

ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORKS CARRIED OUT
No Job Too Small From A Dripping Tap To a Full Size Patio
PATIO SPECIALISTS
WALL & FLOOR TILING
PAINTING & DECORATING
PLUMBING
FENCING
BLOCKED DRAINS / GUTTERS CLEARED

Call Trevor For Free No Obligation Estimate - No Call Out Fee
Tel: 01494 638953
Mobile: 07754 948743
Email: suttonsproperty@aol.com
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Downley Common News

Now that we’re able to run some
proper work parties it’s been a
busy summer. Anyone crossing the
common will have seen how the
grass, bracken and brambles have
shot up. Even those areas of bramble
that were previously strimmed have
more than recovered the growth from
earlier in the year. In other areas the
grass is so tall that it’s hiding the
brambles which nevertheless are now
covering quite large areas.
So the tractor and newly refurbished flail have been working hard to remove this
growth and allow the more delicate wildflowers a chance to flower. It’s nice to see the
harebells and toadflax coming out now. The rosebay willowherb (otherwise known as
fireweed) is becoming more invasive – they seem to grow hand-in-hand with brambles
and have to suffer the same fate.
The saplings planted in the coppice area
in March are again in danger of being
overwhelmed by the bracken which can
grow to 2 metres high in some parts
and so needs to be removed around the
saplings. This has now been carried out
twice over the last 3 months and may
need doing again before summer is over.
A survey of the posts around the edge
of the common has been carried out to
determine which ones need replacing.
This is important in order to stop incursions by travellers over the summer months.
We have a WhatsApp group on which group members can report traveller sightings;
if you would like to join and help secure the common please contact bill.thompson@
downleycommon.org.uk.
Lastly, we are expecting to be able to run the Bonfire and Torchlight Procession on
5th November. The site will open on 16th October until 24th October, and bonfire
building will take place on the 24th and the 31st October. It is very important that we
get sufficient volunteers come along to help build, not just DCPS members, so please
put these dates in your diary and make the effort to come along.
Bill Thompson, Hon Sec. DCPS
Village News • August 2021
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M A HUNT

painting & decorating
FREE ESTIMATES

FRIENDLY SERVICE

01494 564998
07775626752
hunt.m6@sky.com

27 saunderton vale high wycombe bucks HP14 4LJ
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Downley Parish Council Clerk
Hi, my name is Giles Tandy, I’m the Clerk at
Downley Parish Council and I wanted to take this opportunity
to introduce myself to you and tell you a little bit about my job.
I’ve lived in Buckinghamshire for most of my life and moved to
Naphill back in 2003. I love the Chilterns and like to spend as
much time as possible out and about enjoying the countryside.
I’ve not been with the Council long; I started working with
them at the end of April. Prior to that I worked in retail banking
for 30 plus years, ending my career as branch manager at various offices throughout
North London and Buckinghamshire. I took redundancy in April and saw it as a
good opportunity to become involved in something new. Ideally, I wanted a job that
would see me involved in the local community. When I saw the role of Parish Clerk
advertised, I thought that this was exactly what I was looking for and would match
with much of my background.
The job is more varied than I first imagined. My full job title is Parish Clerk and
Responsible Financial Officer which means that I manage the financial records for the
Council and deal with the invoices and day-to-day banking. As you’d imagine, there
are a lot of meetings for the Council and its various committees; it’s my job to arrange
these, prepare the agendas and keep the minutes.
My main function is to implement the decisions made by Council and act as a contact
point for the public. I deal with the correspondence of the Council and I’m tasked with
ensuring that it fulfills its legal obligations as a local authority.
I work from the Community Centre on weekday mornings and then from home in
the afternoons. I’m becoming more familiar with Downley and like to walk round the
village most days, so you’ll maybe see me on my travels, if you do, feel free to say hello.

DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of the month
at Downley Community Centre, School Close 7.30pm
Up to 30 minutes are allowed for public questions
Agendas are posted on the Parish Council notice boards at least 4
days in advance. Copies of the Parish Council’s Minutes are available at
the Downley Community Library for residents to read. They are also
included on the Parish Council Website.
Downley Parish Council, Community Centre
School Close, Downley, HP13 5TR

The Clerk can be contacted on 01494 25 77 11
(office hrs 9am-1pm Monday – Friday)

E: clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
www.downleyparishcouncil.org
Village News • August 2021

STREET LIGHTING

Please report
all lighting repairs
to the Parish Clerk

01494 25 77 11

or email
clerk@
downleyparishcouncil.org
Include the street name
and the nearest house
number, lights cannot
be reported without this
information.
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Would you like
your child to be a
FIRST CLASS learner?
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Individualised modular study
programme
Improves school performance
Small groups
Regular assessments and
feedback
Excellent results

*Numeracy *Literacy *11+
ALL AGES & ALL ABILITY LEVELS
Mr. Vora
First Class Learning
0205732919 / 07949590466
eden@firstclasslearning.co.uk
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Downley Pharmacy
Vaccination programme September 2021 and onwards
As I write this at the end of July there is unfortunately no definite plan or detail I can
give but here is the best I can do. The programme will start mid September.
We are hoping to be able to offer both Covid booster vaccines as well as the annual flu
vaccine. It is not yet decided whether the vaccines are to be administered together on
same day, both arms or separately as per current advice. Research is ongoing and the
announcement is due at the end of August.
Vaccinations will be by appointment only, most likely managed online possibly via the
national booking system. Please look out for details on posters and leaflets around the
pharmacy and via social media.
It is complicated as the criteria groups for the flu and Covid booster differ slightly
- PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!

Flu vaccine 2021 season
• Over 65s
• All those clinically at risk as per previous years eg Diabetic, respiratory disease,
obese, pregnant, immunosuppressed and their household contacts, carers, frontline
health and social care workers.
• 50-64 year olds are also eligible but this could be at a later date in the season, as last
year, unless in a clinical group.
• There is also a children’s programme for under 16’s but this will be managed via
your child’s school or your GP can offer if your child is at risk.
For adults Under 65s not in the above groups we will offer a private service.

Covid Booster vaccine
This will be in two stages similar to the initial roll out categories
Stage 1
• Adults over 16 who are immunosuppressed
• Those in residential care
• Adults over 70 (not 65 as the flu)
• Those over 16 clinically vulnerable – this will be strict criteria set as per initial programme
• Frontline health and social care workers
Stage 2
• Adults over 50- I suspect in a phased roll out
• Adults 16-49 who are on the clinical list as per flu vaccine
• Household contacts of those who are immunosuppressed
At this stage there is no private service anticipated for Covid boosters and for either
vaccination we can only vaccinate those groups which have been announced.
Please bear with us in what will be a very busy few months. Please allow one week for
your prescription to be ready following request where possible.
Village News • August 2021
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UK GARAGE OF THE YEAR WINNERS
Automechanika & IGA

MOT | Service | Tyres | Repairs
ALL VEHICLES
WASHED &
SANITISED

FREE VEHICLE
HEALTH CHECK
WITH VIDEO

50% OFF YOUR NEXT MOT WITH THIS ADVERT
We will Collect and Deliver your Car | Courtesy Cars Available
Your Local, Independent Garage in Downley

17 Littleworth Road, Downley, HP13 5XF

01494 444481

servicemanager@hillclimbgarage.co.uk
www.hillclimbgarage.co.uk

24/7 Service
How it Works

To sign-up visit downleypharmacy.com/medpoint
or phone 01494 513 060
info@downleypharmacy.com
Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 5UW
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News from St James

“All Change” is an announcement that we have been used to
hearing on our trains but one that has become a reality of our
everyday lives over the last 16 months. The constant changing
of restrictions has been very hard for all of us, and the lifting of
restrictions legally does not mean that the changes have gone away; some of them will
be with us for a long while.
Change is something that has always been part of our daily lives, and indeed it’s really
important because it is often through change that we grow and develop and move into
new things. But it is also uncomfortable and sometimes painful because it involves
leaving the familiar where we feel in control and safe.
There is a chapter in the bible that talks about the changing rhythms of life in
Ecclesiastes 3. It starts off: ““There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens...” It goes on to talk about times for joy, laughter and
dancing and times for sadness, weeping and silence. As humans we are part of the
world with all its challenges and we can’t stand still, so we will all go through these
different experiences and emotions; one of the key things for us is to notice and process
what we are going through. When we have a bereavement and lose a loved one, as so
many have sadly done in the last year, we generally accept and acknowledge that we
will need to go through a period of grief and mourning, but I don’t think we always
recognise that this is something that needs to happen with all changes we experience,
and that, it is in the processing that we are enabled to move through those changes.
At St James’ we are going to be running a 4 week course starting
on Tuesday 28th September for parents and carers of children
with additional needs, called When Dreams Change, which aims
to help them to explore and work through the changes that they
experience both practically and emotionally as they love, care and journey with their
children. For more details email Jan Fishwick on jan.fishwick@growinghope.co.uk
Change is also often something to celebrate:
This month we have been celebrating with Cathy
Piercy who has just retired from running Moor
Lane Playgroup after 36 years. She is a well-known
figure to so many in the Downley community
whose children have been to the playgroup, and
indeed in recent years she has had children she
taught, sending their own children along! We know that giving up
running the playgroup will be hard for Cathy and this change will take time for her to
adjust to, but we want to celebrate the amazing legacy that she has left in the lives of so
many children by giving them such a good start as they have taken their first steps into
Village News • August 2021
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SIX GENERATIONS OF SERVICE

High Wycombe
891 London Road
Tel: 01494 472572

Slough

273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Marlow

21-23 Little Marlow Road
Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield

32 Gregories Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals
Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

24 Hour Service

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk
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learning and playing away from home.
As a Christian one of the things that I take comfort in are the verses in the bible that
remind me that although everything around me may change, God remains the same
“yesterday, today and forever”. His love for us all remains constant and he is there
walking with us through all the changes that we face on our life’s journeys.
Heather Graham, Vicar

Downley Cricket Club

After the narrow miss, in many senses, at ultimate Euro
football glory, attention has turned to cricket and, in particular,
the exciting new format of the game, The Hundred (‘the
decimalisation of cricket’). Cricket has always sought to re-invent
itself and is now capturing the imagination of those who haven’t
engaged with it before. ‘It fuses blockbuster entertainment with
world-class cricket, inviting everyone to fall in love with the game at its intense,
electrifying and incredible best’, say the organisers.
The Covid-delayed Olympics too have provided plenty of inspiring stories of sheer
dedication and single-mindedness, culminating often in victory. Meanwhile here at
Downley Cricket Club, our First team, at the time of writing, led by the charismatic
Doc, are in third position in the high-level Championship Division, while the Seconds
are in the unaccustomed position of being top of their Division, hoping to remain
there, or at least ‘podiuming’, to borrow a phrase.
In the most recent Second’s game an improbable distant target was reached with Ledge
missing out on a deserved century after a quite brilliant innings and Spreckers, who
catches everything, and deals only in fours and sixes, hammering out a powerful halfcentury. It was a great win for stand-in teenage captain Rehaan. The finishing straight
is in sight, but some strong teams need to be faced.
Huge amounts of work go into preparation of the pitch and outfield each week, by an
incredibly dedicated group of folks, given the vagaries of this summer’s weather. Before
each game it is a team-effort removing the protective equipment around the pitch,
putting the sight-screens in place, the boundary-markers laid out, and sundry other bits
and pieces done; afterwards, everything is done in reverse order.
If you would like to play, umpire or score for Downley you will be assured of a warm
welcome, and plenty of laughs on and off the field. On Saturday 4 September we have
our President’s Day, with several teams of mixed ability participating. For spectators it
promises plenty of entertainment. If you would like to take part in this or in any other
game, please visit webmaster@downleycc.co.uk
Francis Braganza, President
Village News • August 2021
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Downley

Calling for new volunteers!
We are in need of additional Walk Leaders and Back Markers
Do you enjoy walking, getting out and about and meeting people?
If the answer is yes, then you could be part of our team of volunteers in Downley. All
training is free, no previous skills or qualifications are required – just enthusiasm and
willingness to help. There is also an option to complete a first aid training course, but
this is not compulsory.
Being a leader or back marker for our regular walks (Mondays at 10.00 and Thursdays
at 11.00) is a great way to volunteer.
What do we get out of it? Here are some comments from our Downley Team:
• The best way to get regular exercise, for our physical health and social and mental
well-being
• The chance to meet others regularly, have a friendly chat and make new friends in
the neighbourhood
• To connect with community activities
and play a part in developing services
for all to use – ‘giving something back’
• Getting out in the fresh air and
enjoying our beautiful countryside and
Join us every week for walks in
sharing it with others.
your local countryside.
A chance to meet new friends and feel good!
If you are interested and would like to
know more please have a look at the Simply MONDAY - 10am for a 1½ hour walk
Walk website (www.buckinghamshire.
THURSDAY - 11am for a 1 hour wak
gov.uk) or phone the central office:
meet on The Common (Memorial Hall end)
01494 475367. If you would just like to
ALL WALKS HAVE A TRAINED LEADER WITH A BACK
chat about it with one of our current
MARKER • Walk at your own pace
volunteers you can come along to one
PLEASE BOOK ONLINE BEFORE ATTENDING AS THIS
of the walks. We currently meet on the
MAKES IT EASIER FOR THE WALK LEADER
Common, near the noticeboard next to
NEW WALKERS MUST COMPLETE A REGISTRATION FORM
the Memorial Hall at 10.00 on Monday
Contact Simply Walk on 07802 260812,
or 11.00 on Thursday. Or you can call
email simplywalks@buckscc.gov.uk
one of our leaders: Jeanne Steward 01494
or visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk
527004. You will be very welcome!
Village News • August 2021
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Downley Toddler Group
Come along for a cup of tea and a play,
visit the library for Story Time.

Ages 0-5
Mondays, 9.30am to 11.30am
at the Downley Community
Centre, School Close

LOOKING FOR A MORTGAGE?
NOT SURE HOW MUCH YOU CAN
AFFORD
Mortgages | Remortgages |Home Movers | First Time Buyers | Buy to Let |
Let to Buy | Right to Buy | Home Improvements | Further Advances | Debt
Consolidation | Shared Equity | Shared Ownership | Life Insurance |
Critical Illness Insurance

Mortgage and Protection Adviser

Chris Stanley

‘’I will find the mortgage that’s right for you.’’
Contact me today for an initial FREE CONSULTATION

07999 630 766

chriss@the-mortgagestore.co.uk

Term time only
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Downley Evening WI
Hello again, everyone, from all of us at Downley Evening WI.
I hope you are all well and adjusting to the new circumstances. As I have said before, we all need to
take our time and not feel pressured into doing things before we are comfortable. That said, I have
friends who have been delighted to embark on longed-for holidays and have made their peace with
the necessity for constant mask-wearing and testing. Safety and security must still be paramount. But
aren’t we pleased to see some signs of normal, pre-Covid life? The return of some of the big sporting
fixtures (Euros, Wimbledon, the Olympics) have gladdened the heart and given us some muchneeded focus away from the narrow confines of public and private health. I hope you feel refreshed.
This week saw some of our members gather joyfully
for tea and cake in Janet Durkin’s garden. There were
about a dozen of us and what a relief it was to sit and
chat and feel like ‘normal’ people. Inevitably, much of
the conversation revolved around our experiences of this
past 16 months, and there were some very sad stories,
but overall the atmosphere was upbeat and cheerful,
with members looking forward to being able to return
to much-loved activities. Indeed, it is hoped and planned
that Downley Evening WI will resume meeting in
person at our September meeting. As I write, this is still to be confirmed but the Committee are
hopeful. The speaker for September is Chris Caddy who will be addressing the subject of Tunnel
Vision – a History of the London Underground.
That meeting is on Tuesday 14th September. Downley Day follows hard on its heels, on the 18th,
and DEWI plan to be there with a display of what we do and what we make. It’s different to what
used to happen but the quote I heard was “just being there will be good”. Hear hear! Downley has
such a strong sense of community and it will be wonderful for that to be on show again. So why
not come along and say “hi” to our members at the stall? If you’ve ever wanted to know a bit more
about what goes on in a WI meeting, or wondered whether it’s for you, if you’re beginning to look
for something new in your life, something to help you reconnect with people or make new friends –
come and have a chat. The WI logo bears the words Inspiring Women: because, yes, it inspires us,
but also because it is full of women who inspire.
The resolution I spoke to you about regarding increasing awareness of Ovarian Cancer was
passed at the AGM and now will become a national campaign. There are other, ongoing national
campaigns, as well as a focus on the environmental challenges we are all facing, with the national
WI deploying Climate Ambassadors to raise awareness and provide training on climate issues. With
an eye on the forthcoming UN climate conference, COP26, being held in Glasgow in November,
the week 18th – 26th September has been designated by the Climate Coalition as Great Big Green
Week and it is hoped that thousands of events will celebrate how communities are taking action to
tackle climate change and protect green spaces (www.greatbiggreenweek.com).
Huge challenges face us, friends, with Covid not going away and our needing to find ways to live
with it, and with climate change looming ever larger, but let’s not be downhearted. Remember –
there’s always community. And compassion. And … cake!

Angela Taplin

Village News • August 2021
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Providing
Individualised care
to individuals
We are a local small business, compassionate about
providing the best possible care to the elderly and
vulnerable, to help them feel safe, listened to and valued.

Get in Touch:

01494 616034
07503 575885
1 Aston Court, Kingsmead Business Park,
High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 1LA

www.homecaregurus.co.uk
#becausewecare

Come and join us for a
chat over a relaxing
cup of coffee
Every Thursday morning at
St James’ Church, Downley
From 10.30 to 12.00.
Feel free to bring a friend

We observe current rules on social distancing.
Please wear a mask if appropriate.
Plomer Hill, Downley, High Wycombe, HP13 5NB
Tel: 01494 534 315 www.stjamesdownley.org.uk
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Downley Local History Group
What was the Connection – Colonel Cody, Manning’s Field and
Wycombe Cottage Hospital?
Although many know that the Wright brothers made the first manned flight in 1903,
it is less well-known that Samuel Cody was a pioneer of manned flight in the UK,
becoming the first man in Britain to achieve a powered, sustained flight.
Born Samuel Frank Cowdery in America in 1867, he subsequently changed his surname
to Cody, claiming to be the son of Buffalo Bill Cody, although not related. He came to
Europe in 1890 and formed his own company of entertainers, giving demonstrations of
skills in riding, lassoing and shooting. The continued success of the shows gave him the
financial independence to experiment initially with man-lifting kites.
In 1908 Samuel Cody turned his attention to building flying machines. His flight of
16 October 1908 is recognised as the first official sustained flight of a piloted heavierthan-air machine in Great Britain. He continued, often self-financed, to design and
build biplane aircraft. In the early morning of Saturday 14 September 1912 the now
Colonel Cody left Farnborough with the intention to fly directly to Cambridge on one
of his own machines, with his eldest son, Leon, as passenger. Strong and gusty winds
combined with low mist, together with problems with the biplane’s compass, prompted
a landing at Downley.
Originally intending to land on the Common,
they came down in Manning’s Field, farmed by
Mr William Field, and soon large numbers of
people flocked to see the biplane, including the
Mayor of High Wycombe. The machine was
roped off and a charge for admission made - 2d
for adults and 1d each for children. The Mayor
suggested that the proceeds should be devoted
to the Wycombe Cottage Hospital. It is not
documented whether this hint was considered
seriously by Mr Field.
Late in the afternoon of the following day
Colonel Cody briefly addressed the assembled
crowds thanking them for their behaviour, before
setting off again to Cambridge. It was reported
that ‘the biplane rose gracefully, and then went
off at a terrific speed in a northern direction, and
was soon lost to sight’.
A more comprehensive article on the unintended visit to Downley by Colonel Cody will
appear on the Downley Local History Group website at www.downleyhistory.uk
Village News • August 2021
25

Up Downley Festival 2021
Is on its way!

...Slightly late but definitely worth waiting for, Downley Day kicks
the Festival off on Saturday 18th September followed by some
familiar events such as the massively popular Comedy Night!

After a lively Downley Day on Saturday
(more details on page 7), Yoga and Gong
Bath calms it down again in the marquee
on Sunday 19th from 5pm - 6.15pm. Watch
out on Downley.org for more details of the
session and exactly how to get involved.

Comedy Night will be a sensational event as usual, this year our MC is
Tom Elwes, a young comic and life long Londoner, featured in AAA Late
Show Edinburgh 2019, delivers sharp storytelling and acute observations,
and has a large social media presence. He will be introducing:
Jessica Fostekew, comedian, actor and writer, whose
latest stand up show, “Hench” was nominated for the
2019 Edinburgh Comedy Award.
Jessica has appeared on BBC2’s Live at The Apollo, QI, Richard
Osman’s House Of Games and Dave Gorman’s ‘Modern Life is
Goodish’. She is also co-host of The Guilty Feminist (podcast with 60 million+
downloads) and host and creator of foodie hit and new chart-topping podcast,
“Hoovering” (recommended in the Guardian and The Independent).
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Larry Dean is a Scottish stand-up comedian. His comedy routines,
based on gay and Scottish themes, have earned him several awards
including Scottish Comedian of the Year. Seen on BBC2’s Live At
The Apollo and Mock The Week.
‘Confessional storytelling at its funniest’ Herald
‘Destined to become a household name’ Telegraph
Darren Harriott is a double Edinburgh Award nominee. TV
appearances include, host of Live at the Apollo and Dog Ate My
Homework, team captain on Guessable and series regular on Don’t
Hate the Playaz.
Downley History Expedition, Sunday 26th September, The Beacon, Commonside
at 10.30.What have all these in common? Tanks, fossils, chapels, drovers, Queen
Elizabeth 1st, golf links, flint, clay, Colonel Cody, Scots pines, Littleworth, the pitch,
bugs alley, sandpits, loess, chairs, Reverend Pole, doodle bugs, the steps …and more.
Find out by coming on the walk, takes about 2 hours, bring suitable clothing.
Downley Art Show. Now is the time to get busy painting, drawing, sculpting, taking
photos and writing poetry to make the 10th Annual Art Show even more diverse than
previous years. If you have never exhibited your work before
this is the ideal place to do it – beginners work hangs alongside
experienced artist’s pieces and the local schools and Nursery also
contribute to make this a truly ‘Downley’ Art Show. We’re hoping
to have contributions this year from some of the talented residents
of The Heights nursing Home too. Enter online at downley.org or
pick up a form at The Downley Community Centre.
There are two ways to book your Comedy Night tickets.
1. Online at: festival.downley.org from 1 Sept - Pay by credit or debit card
and tickets will be emailed directly to you.
2. Booking Office - Purchase your tickets at the booking office located at
Downley Old School Community Centre (Credit and Debit Cards only).
THE BOOKING OFFICE IS ONLY OPEN ON; 11 Sept from 10pm to Midday
Note: Please be advised that if the event is moved to a virtual event due to
covid restrictions, your ticket will be automatically changed to a virtual
ticket and an email will be sent to you with a link to the virtual event. This
link will only work for the recipient and cannot be shared. If the link is
shared it will stop working and you will miss the event, if this occurs, you
will not be eligible for a refund.
Village News • August 2021
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Climate Change

Response to Steve Baker’s view on climate change in the Downley News
In the last edition of the Downley Village News, Steve Baker mentioned his concern about the cost of
decarbonising the economy and suggested that this will cost £100,000 per household. I feel it is important
to challenge this figure and present the consequences of failing to act.
In 2015, after years of trying to reach agreement, most countries in the world signed up to the Paris
Agreement, a global treaty to try to limit global warming to ‘well below’ 2oC, aiming for 1.5o.
This sounds like a trivial increase but to put this in context, global average temperatures during
the last ice age were only about 4-5o C colder than today. The impacts of climate change, which is
already happening, include increased probability of flooding and drought as rainfall patterns are
interrupted, increases in extreme weather events, melting glaciers, ocean acidification and rising
sea levels which threaten coastal communities. This year alone we have seen extreme heatwaves in
Canada, wildfires once again in California and flash floods in Western Europe.
The UK has a Climate Change Act which commits us to reduce our emissions by 63% (compared
to 2019 figures) by 2035, in line with the Paris Agreement. The Government has then committed to
reach ‘net zero’ emissions by 2050. This legislation is world leading and something which we should
all be proud of. It is the cost of reducing our emissions to meet this goal which Mr Baker refers to
in his column. The figures he uses unfortunately appear to come from an organisation, the Global
Warming Policy Foundation, which has been accused of spreading misinformation about climate
change to confuse the public into thinking that the science is in doubt.
In contrast with the figures cited by Mr Baker, The Climate Change Committee, which provides
independent advice to the Government on tackling climate change, estimates the annual cost of
policies needed to meet our climate goals will increase from around £10bn in 2020 to around £50
billion by 2030. Costs are expected to remain around this level through to 2050. This is below 1%
of GDP over the next 30 years and less than half the Global Warming Policy Foundation’s total
cost figure on which the £100k is based. Neither figure takes into account expected savings as a
result of this investment. Crucially, the Climate Change Committee expect that “Much of the
investment spending can be recouped through lower operating costs. These savings, many of which
relate to reduced reliance on imported fossil fuels, will rise to around £35 billion by 2035 and £60
billion by 2050.” While the cost of a wind turbine or electric car may be higher than the fossil fuel
equivalent, running costs are likely to be far lower leading to savings which partially or entirely
offset the higher outlay.
There is a good chance that if we succeed in limiting temperature rises to 1.5oC then the most
extreme impacts can be avoided. If we fail to act responsibly now, these worsening impacts will be
felt most by our children’s generation, whose futures are bound up with decisions and behaviours of
the current generation and who currently have little power to do anything about it. We all, I think,
want to do the right thing and to hand over a healthy, beautiful, and thriving planet to the next
generation. This means both taking steps to reduce emissions in our own lives but also demanding
that our elected representatives across the political spectrum take urgent and ambitious action to
tackle climate change before it is too late.
Gemma Rogers
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Downley Parish Notice Boards

Notices for the Parish notice boards should be
left at the Community Centre. Notices must be
received one month in advance of the event.
Notice boards are updated on the first Thursday of
each month. Please post notices into the letterbox
at the Community Centre clearly marked for the
Clerks attention. Please notify the Clerk if you
have posted a notice at the centre by emailing to
clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
All notices must be for local non profit organisations.
Please ensure that A5 size notices are supplied.
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Autumn 2021
Wal, hello to orl my ole mates, wot! It can’t be Autumn orlreddy can it? Wal,
not just yet but orl you gardiners ave got to get reddy for it eh? Just ave a look at
wot them farmers does eh -. They gets their wheat or barley or wotever arvested,
then straight away gets the next year’s ground reddy agin, so wot are you goin
to do now the roses ave more or less finished as ave lots of then early annuals
like yor wallflowers.. wal the’re bi-annuals of course, but not them perrenial ones, do you know the
difference eh? You needs to get em out reddy to plant out the wild flowers you’ll ave got goin in seed
boxes, maybe later on, even in the winter or spring. Remember they puts on lots of growth early on,
especially if we gets rain like we’ve just had in June, wal we had over an inch (that’s about 30mm), in
one day and night. (‘He’s getting it now, that metric business’) ses Mrs H. Hmmm! That rain! Did
you see the weeds grow? Wasl, it just came at the warmest time of year, just swampin orl my stuff up
the plot. No such thing as weeds of corse nowadays, you ave to call em wild flowers now, or summat
technical like bio-diversity. (‘He don’t know what that is of corse, he orlways calls em them weeds’), ses
you know who! But Mrs H loves wild life, with their little lives, until she finds one cooked in one of
my prize winnin cabbages ha ha!
Now back to the plots.. wal it seems a bit more organised now, wot with orl the plots taken and them
new diggers gettin used to a bit of hard work eh! Will they stick out until this time next year, we’ll see!
They orl needs to take heed of the plot diggers rhyme.. ‘Eleven months hard labour and one months
disappointment’. Wal its not orlways as bad as that, you knows the joy I feels when I digs up the first
root of spuds, them lovely ovals just waitin to go into the pan with a sprig of mint, then with a bit of
butter on yor plate, it’s worth orl yor effort I reckons! Wal wot do you do with the ground once you’ve
dug up yor erly spuds? Wal you can dig in a bit of home produced compost, or bought stuff, then pop
in yor leek plants wot ave been a’waitin patiently since you sowed the seeds back in March. (I’m takin
a chance with that alium moth I mentioned last time). So you dibs in a nice hole and in it gose, one
per hole, we usually trims orf the long leaves to about 3 inches, (80 mm!)… to stop them long leaves
from dyin orf. The soil is luvly stuff once the spuds is up, the spud leaves ave kept the weeds down.
Wal wot sowin can you do now? Autumn is the time to get yor wild flower seeds (orl reddy
mentioned), into seed boxes reddy to put the plants in where the annuals came out the season before,
just sow em into them little cells, then thin em out to one per cell, easy eh?
Now to finish orf, wot is the latest from my French cousin, Jean d’ Artichoke? He keeps tellin me
about his lovely ‘pommes de terre’ (wot a name.. ‘earth apples’, if you knows yor French). Wot! Do
they look like apples? He ses they tastes wunderful compared with our poor ones, how duz he knows,
he never cums here anyway! French spuds ave fancy names, not like ours eh? Like ‘Majestic’, ‘King
Edwards’, and ‘Home Guard’! But we even ave French names a’creepin in here, like callin our lovely
reds ‘Desiree’.. wot! Now we’ve got Brexit we’ve got to do summat about that I reckons!
So keep you on a’diggin’. Cheerio and a’bientot.
J. H. Sent from my iSpade
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Downley War Memorial Hall
Firstly, a big thank you to those who responded to my plea for new
Trustees. It will be a great help but we could still do with a couple
more. The role is not too onerous and fund-raising, uncommon for
a charity, is not a major issue as there is a tenant and several regular
hirers. We meet once a month for about one hour. Please think about
joining us.
Back to my brief history of WW2. Eighteen months ago I had got as far
as November 1940 before being interrupted, but High Wycombe Library has reopened
its Local History facility allowing me to continue the story including the impact on
local people.
That’s where I will start as December issues of the Bucks Free Press reported a £1 fine
for Albert Heather of Sundown, Plomer Hill for breaching Blackout regulations and
a list of Ox. and Bucks. Light Infantry soldiers reported as prisoners of war. Most of
these had been captured during the retreat to Dunkirk. They included D.T. Larkin and
my Father. The former appears in a photograph displayed in the War Memorial Hall.
Mr Larkin’s son Michael still lived in the Village until his death just a few weeks ago.
He had kindly lent me some of his father’s memorabilia.
On New Year’s Eve 1940 eight Wren churches in London were destroyed or badly
damaged as the Blitz continued. Fortunately, the introduction of airborne radar by the
RAF and Hitler’s decision to attack other British targets, particularly in the west, in an
attempt to disrupt imports, temporarily eased the problems in the capital.
Elsewhere, early 1941 brought British successes against Italy in North Africa, including the
surrender of 130,000 troops around Benghazi, and in a naval battle in the Mediterranean.
During this period General Erwin Rommel was appointed to lead the German Afrika
Korps and within a few weeks British forces had been pushed back to Egypt.
In High Wycombe, the Mayor was appealing, on behalf of the Ministry of Supply, for
125,000 pairs of binoculars. Within a few weeks more than 30,000 had been handed
in across the country. The Bishop of Oxford had been to St. James Church fulfilling a
promise he had made when unable to attend its consecration two years earlier, and the
LPO was holding two concerts at the Town Hall. In total, they had performed to more
than 600,000 people since the outbreak of war.
The Death of Mr R Avery of Chapel Street was reported. He was 33 years old and left
a wife and child. The 1911 Census showed three Avery families in Downley with one
living in Blacksmiths Yard having a son aged three called Robert. If that is the one, his
older brother Cecil was the first man from the village to be killed in WW2. I will cover
his story in the next edition. If any of you have information about either of these men, I
would be glad to receive it.
During the Spring of 1941 night bombing raids continued on London, most
industrial centres and major ports, whilst Atlantic convoys were suffering at the
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hands of German submarines.
However, in May one of these was captured with an intact Enigma coding machine.
A few days later, in Scotland, Rudolph Hess, Hitler’s deputy was seized. He had flown
there in an attempt to negotiate peace with the UK.
The funeral of Frederick Joseph Bowler was held at St James Church. He was 38 and left
a wife and three children. Among the many family members present was Master J Bowler
junior who was the Joe Bowler known to many current villagers. He would have been
about 13 at the time. Mr W Bowler, brother of the deceased, was probably Bill Bowler
who used to have the shop in the High Street where Dingocroft and Altea are now.
Summer saw an increase in the involvement of the USA who had already agreed the
Lend/Lease arrangement in March. This enabled them to supply war materials (ships
planes and other weaponry) to the UK and France in return for leasing military bases in
allied countries for the duration of the war. The German invasion of the USSR in June
quickly led to the latter joining the Allies and benefitting from the support of the USA.
Henry Britnell had retired as the Licensee at the Le De Spencer after 47 years. He was
replaced by Frank Batts.
By September the first of over 2700 Liberty Ships was launched. These were based on
a British design heavily developed in America to allow quick and cheap production of
cargo ships to replace those already lost and add to the fleet of merchant ships bringing
ever increasing supplies across the Atlantic. Contracts were awarded to 18 shipyards
and the last wasn’t launched until September 1945. One of them, the SS Richard
Montgomery, lies off the Kent coast with 1400 tons of high explosive on board.
Alan Baker, alanbaker49@btinternet.com 07890 762527

Downley Gardening Society

We had our final Zoom monthly talk before our Summer break on 17th May. Our May
meeting was about the Rock Garden at RHS Wisley. The speaker, Trevor Wiltshire,
was the superintendent there from 1993-2006 and, surprisingly, was taken on although
he had no horticultural qualifications. In 1993 when he started there was just one
glasshouse and Trevor’s talk took us through his ambitious plans to turn it into the
modern rock garden we see today. Trevor has made numerous botanical trips abroad
and the waterfall at Wisley is based on one he saw in Turkey. Several trees were felled,
and the ponds re-dug as they were not big enough. Incredibly, 800 trailer loads of
sludge were removed from the ponds and ditches! Sandstone rocks were brought from
Lancashire and, despite the concern expressed at the time, they have weathered to just
the right colour. In Japan, rock gardens have been formed by volcanoes and therefore
Trevor made sure some individual rocks were strewn about the area. In addition to the
rock garden, Trevor built the landscape alpine house with the base resembling a dry
riverbed of stones. Interestingly, the display in the alpine house is checked and changed
daily to ensure it always looks its best for the visiting public.
Village News • August 2021
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MagicTouch 

IRONING
SERVICE
C

local collection & delivery
M

Y

Bags provided
Fast turnarounds
Non smoking
Steam press

Reliable, local electrician with
15 years experience.
All domestic / commercial
works undertaken.

CM

Complete rewires

MY

Consumer units / fuseboard upgrade

CY

CMY

K

Competative rates
For more information please contact Louise on

07986 978 081

Small works / fault finding
Outdoor lighting
New build 1st & 2nd fix

Ryan Stockton
E: ryan@skylineelectrical.co.uk
Tel: 07805 926329

Dog Walker
& CAT SITTER
IN DOWNLEY

Reliable & trustworthy
Reasonable rates

Call/text Mary
07702 519980
Clean and Tidy Decorators
All aspects of the trade internal and external
protection, preparation, painting and paper hanging
Locally based, professional, friendly and reliable
With over 30 years experience

‘Quality work without cutting corners’

Call Steve: 07932749510 alternatively
email:cleanandtidydecorators@gmail.com
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We have also organised wildlife walks for our members with John Tyler and attended
the church coffee mornings with a plant stall.
We will have our plant stall at Downley Day, Covid restrictions permitting.
We will resume our monthly talks in October, either in the church hall or via Zoom,
depending on the current restrictions at the time.
We are keeping in touch with our members with an email newsletter with chat and
pictures about our own gardens and helpful tips.
If you would like to become a member of the Gardening Society and join our
Zoom meetings, please contact Alison on downleyveales67@gmail.com or Julia on
01494 447323. Membership costs just £5 single and £8 family per year.
Please keep safe, enjoy your gardens and hope to see members and non-members, who
are always very welcome, at one of our events.

“Joy to the world!” (Too soon?!)
We’re already thinking about our Christmas repertoire as we will be starting rehearsals
for Christmas in September. Besides, our MD Emma is always happy to sing Christmas
rep, pretty much any time of the year! Make sure December 6th is in your diaries and
keep your fingers firmly crossed that we are able to put on a spectacular live Christmas
concert this year.
We were actually fortunate enough to get back
to live rehearsals in June; first of all in small
sectional groups but then eventually as a full
choir. And even more fortunate to have our
first live performance since December 2019 at
St James’ Day BBQ on July 25th! It was a huge
success despite the threatening weather forecast
and we certainly enjoyed entertaining the
people of Downley.
Looking ahead, we’re excited to be performing at Downley Day (September 18th) for
the first time this year - catch us in the arena from 3:30pm. It’s a double gig day for
us as we will first be performing at The Heights ahead of our stint on the common fingers firmly crossed the weather is kind to us all.
It feels amazing to be singing together again and to be able to share our joy and passion
for music with any who cares to listen. Hopefully you’ll catch us soon!
Village News • August 2021
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Personalised
Learning
Tuition Services
Currently offering private tuition
and home schooling for KS1 and
KS2 pupils of all abilities and
needs.
Based in Downley, I am an
experienced: Head Teacher,
Deputy Head and SENCO.
Please contact me to discuss how
I can best support you in meeting
your child’s needs.
Phone: 07765248736
highwycombetutor@gmail.com
www.highwycombetutor.com

Pilates
& Yoga
with Pamela

CLASSES ON ZOOM
LOCAL
CLASSES
am/pm
DURING
PANDEMIC
FOR FULL TIME TABLE
PLEASE VISIT

pilates-with-pamela.heyweb.com

07759 831 706
BOOK YOUR
TRIAL CLASS
W
Osteo approved
NO
Pilates Instructor, REPs 3,
Massage Therapist (ITEC)
(Relaxing, Remedial, Sports Massage)
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DOWNLEY DESCANTS
HALLELUJAH, GET HAPPY

At the time of writing, it looks really positive that we will be able to
resume singing again in September but, with the pandemic and associated
restrictions, who can tell? I think one of our first songs could well be Hallelujah,
Get Happy because that will sum up our feelings if nothing untoward happens.
In mid July we held a get back together socially distanced picnic on the Common
which was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. A special guest was our
new accompanist, Becky, who was introduced to the members present and talked with
great enthusiasm about coming to join us and working alongside Louise. Becky is a
very experienced and talented musician so we are lucky to have her, and our thanks
must go to members of the committee who worked hard in the background to make
this happen.
If, and that’s a big if, and when we start in September it will have been eighteen months
since we last met together. Will we still be able to sing or will our voices have seized up?
Of course not! We might struggle to remember the words though, but after a few weeks
we’ll all fall back into the groove and be just as good as we were before. Obviously, we
have no performances lined up at the moment but we will be working hard towards a
normal Christmas programme.
What better time to join us at Downley Descants now the ‘dream team’ of
Louise and Becky are in place (things can only get better!). Don’t forget we are,
and always will be, a community choir for Downley and the surrounding area.
There are no requirements to audition, but you do have to love singing and enjoy
learning and improving together. You are guaranteed to make new friends so if
you think you would be interested please contact Lyn on 07974026213
or 01494436063.

Come and sing with us
a

Your local community choir would
like to hear from you. Contact
Lyn on 07974 026213 or 01494
436063 for more details or to
arrange a free two-week trial.
No auditions or the ability to read
music are necessary
Village News • August 2021
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JR-Travel Private Hire
We can take you in comfort to almost any destination you require
including; airports, seaports, theatre trips and any special occasions.
Fully licensed drivers.
Family run business based in Downley.
For a competitive quote please give us a call.

Tel: 01494 63 95 63
Mobile: 07762 886208
Website: www.jr-travel.co.uk
Email: enquires@jr-travel.co.uk
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Downley Theatre Group

We have been watching developments around live theatre closely; whilst tickets are on
sale at group rates, we’ve decided to wait a bit longer before booking an outing.
There is uncertainty whether performances will go ahead with the current increase in
COVID transmission rates. Some shows have been cancelled, as the cast and crew were
alerted to isolate by track and trace to stay home. We don’t want that disappointment.
We would usually be arranging a springtime trip for 2022 around October and will
look at the possibility then also taking into consideration coach travel arrangements.
Do contact us with questions and we’ll keep in touch with members.
Alan & Claire Baker, downleytheatregroup@gmail.com 01494 437552

Thames Water Charges
Several Downley householders in the same street have reported higher than expected
charges by Thames Water.
In one case the surface water drainage charge which had been removed in 2007 was,
without notification, reapplied incorrectly in 2012. If you are managing your own
rainwater disposal through, for example a soakaway under your lawn or driveway, then
this charge should not be levied.
Residents are advised to check the reverse of their bill and note if this paragraph is
printed.
“Surface water drainage rebate.
As rainwater from your property doesn’t flow into our sewers,
we’ve reduced your bill”
If not printed on your bill residents are advised to monitor their Thames Water bills
and check how their rainwater is discharged. If you are being charged incorrectly you
will be entitled to a refund, probably for previous years plus compensation.
In another case the property owner was charged over £2000 for their water supply in a
12 month period. After numerous communications and persistence with Thames Water
customer service agents, the uncharacteristically high charge was investigated and a
water leak on the street side of their meter was found. There was no obvious sign of a
water leak from above ground.
In both cases compensation was offered and after negotiation offers accepted.
Thames Water sets out its allowance for water leakages and charges for testing meters if
found not to be faulty on its website thameswater.co.uk - Household Charges Scheme
2021-2022.
Paul Homer, Downley resident
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Support your local voluntary Library
Downley Community Centre
School Close
Downley
High Wycombe
Bucks HP13 5TR
Telephone 01494 528133
enquiries@downleylibrary.org.uk

Library Opening Times

Follow us on Facebook

Mondays 10-12 noon

You can link to us
through ‘Groups’. See
what's new on the library
shelves

Thursday 3-5 pm
Saturdays 10-12 noon

Local community library.
Inspirational books for adults and
Browse our large collection.
Reinvigorate your mind.
All COVID precautions in place.
Read about local history.
You are very welcome to join.

children

We need friendly people, first
& third Thursday of the
month, 2-4 pm, to help our
BucksVision social group in
Hazlemere, for blind and
partially sighted people.
Full support and training.

WE ARE OPEN AS USUAL
40

Can you help us?

01296 487 556
www.bucksvision.co.uk
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Sculpting
Historically, sculptors were seen as divine creators, a gift from God, able to create
life-like effigies of holy figures in the church. Masons and Artisans tried to gain
favour with the church and monarchy to be able to create many of the stunning pieces
of art that adorn our churches and historic buildings. The influence of the church
throughout history has always played a massive part in the lives of artists. The church
has influenced the artists’ choice in medium and subject matter. The lure of divine
acknowledgement and a place in heaven next to the ultimate creator are a compelling
reason for any artist. The monarchy had a more egotistical relationship with art which
promoted their self-importance. The artist just wanted to create and eat. The moral
restraints imposed by both church and monarchy were a simple part of the process, and
the artist was driven by their own desire for salvation or money.
Is it wrong to entice the artist in such a way? Or is it the drive the artist needs to finish
the work and not flit from one idea to the next? The point is, that many of the great
works of our time came from the passion of an artist and religious art was in high
demand from both church and monarchy; those with the money to spend on art,
would set the bar and the type of art produced.
But times have changed, art and sculpting has moved on, materials are cheaper,
generally easier to find and easier to use. It is a leisure activity for many people and for
some, a form of income. We are no longer reliant on wealthy benefactors to shower the
artist in funds needed to create a masterpiece, foundries to make bronzes or mould
makers to create reusable plaster moulds. New materials enable us to accomplish more
cost-effective creations at home with little mess, smell or danger.
As an ex special effect technician, I trained in many different disciplines. This gave me
an understanding of a wide range of materials and techniques from sculpting to mould
making, casting and animatronics and finishing the finer details. I was lucky to be able
to find a job that was originally my hobby for many years before. I have been sculpting
for over 35 years and still I have lots to learn. The history, basics and materials all
require understanding and research. That’s why it is my passion and one that I have had
for most of my life.
Sculpture is a voyage, an experiment in the form and function. There is mathematical
precision, dynamic flow, and beauty. Inspiration comes in many forms and art has
always reflected our desire to understand our surroundings.
At Downley Day, I will be demonstrating some sculpting techniques, tools, and
materials. I will also be showing the process from armature to finishing. I will also be
starting a sculpting class early next year. Please email me at studio@blackrain.co.uk for
more details or to express an interest.
Mark Starkey
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Clubs Societies Schools - Promote your event here for FREE!

COULD

Hughenden Art Group

YOU

Art
Exhibition
2021

BE A

CHIPMUNK?

15th October - 17th October
Hughenden Village Hall
Coombe Lane - HP14 4NX

Free admission and
refreshments
For more information please
email:
hughendenartgroup@outlook.com

The Chipmunks are a small group of
Woodcarvers who meet up once a week at
the Downley Community Centre.
We would welcome new members,
experienced or not, to our group. We meet
on Wednesday mornings from 10.00-12.00
in the Oak Room at the Centre, just off
School Close. Whilst not teachers we are
happy to give advice and help.
Phone Margaret 01494 523 912

   
DOWNLEY BRIDGE CLUB

meet every Thursday
at the Downley Community Centre
from 7-10 15pm.

BADMINTON
Players of any standard are
invited to join a small, friendly
and informal club meeting at
Cressex School on Wednesdays
at 6.30pm during term time

£6.50 per 2 hour session

Call Bill Thompson
on 07989 748654
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We are a small friendly club and all
standards of players are welcome with
or without a partner. Our club would
be ideal for those who play bridge but
are hesitant in taking the next step and
joining a club.
For anyone wanting to learn bridge
no previous knowledge of bridge is
necessary. Lessons every week at 6pm
email: syme.pat@gmail.com
phone: 01494 530558
www.bridgewebs.com/downley
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Coffee Stop is Coming Home
This is going to be a positive article but first, I have to begin with some
very sad news:
Christine Audcent, one of the founder members of the Coffee Stop team
(which she helped set up 19 years ago) passed away on 2 June at her home in Preston,
Oakham, Rutland. Chris moved away several years ago. During her time in Downley
she joined in with lots of local activities, including membership of the Downley
Descants Choir. At one of the Coffee Stop Christmas Lunches, she was part of a small
group of choir members who entertained the customers with carols. Chris will be
fondly remembered by many folks in Downley.
It’s such a long time since we all got together for our coffee mornings and so much has
changed that it makes you wonder if things in Downley will ever get back to normal
(or anywhere else for that matter!). To look to the future, we had a Volunteers’ meeting
in Janet’s garden recently to discuss the way forward for the Coffee Stop. The general
opinion of those ‘helpers’ present was that some things would have to change, eg the
time we all meet, the selection of food on offer and the charges. It was decided that we
couldn’t commit to providing the same selection of food as before so have settled on
providing cakes, with either scones or teacakes, and the usual tea, coffee and squash.
As we are no longer providing lunches, we thought it would be a good idea to change
the time and therefore meet from 10am until 12 noon. There will also be a slight
increase in the cost and to make things simpler a fixed price of £1 for each item, be it
food or drink. When you think how much cafes charge, this is still great value!
Numbers of helpers are dwindling so we’re on the lookout for more volunteers. To this
end we have settled on a date for a get-together for prospective helpers with our current
helpers (we have four) to explain what we do and what fun the mornings usually are. If
you feel you might be interested in giving up a couple of hours, please ring the phone
number at the end of the article and perhaps come along to St James’ Church Hall on
Monday 23rd August at 10am to meet ‘the team’.
We all look forward to welcoming back our regular customers, and feel this also might
be an opportunity for those of you who are now working from home to have the chance
to meet others in the community. So come and give us a try!
Lyn Cook
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From Westminster
Steve Baker - MP for Wycombe
Over 80 million vaccine doses have now been administered in the
UK, and I am pleased most of the coronavirus restrictions ended
on 19 July. The Prime Minister has been clear people’s personal
judgement will now be key in learning to live with the virus,
although I would expect people to be mindful of those who are
nervous about the restrictions being eased.
I know the past year has been difficult for so many people. Visits to care homes should now be
easier, and indoor and outdoor gatherings, including weddings and funerals, will be able to go
ahead without limits being placed on them. I recently attended a wedding, the first wedding I had
been to in a long time, and it was wonderful to be sharing life’s celebrations with others again.
One matter I have taken-up with local NHS leaders is the pressure put on the Urgent Treatment
Centre at Wycombe Hospital when patients struggle to see their GP. I know our local GPs are
working hard to see a higher number of patients fast. It’s vital the public receive the service they need.
Proof of vaccination or a negative test is still required for international travel. I know many
people, including me, will chose to holiday in the UK this year. However, I’m also conscious
people do want to travel abroad for some sun and a well-deserved break. There are, of course,
many individuals for whom travelling abroad isn’t a holiday, but the only way to see their
family. That is why, from 19 July, people who have been fully vaccinated with an NHS
administered vaccine have been able to travel from amber list countries to England without
having to quarantine.
Once furlough ends in September, we may begin to see the full impact the pandemic has had
on jobs and the economy. Thanks to the Government’s Covid-19 economic support, I am
hoping that we will bounce back quickly and continue with the strong economic performance
that we were experiencing prior to Covid.
I am pleased to see how much the country has enjoyed the Euro 2020 football and the
Olympics. A number of Olympians come from our area, or trained locally, and I send my
congratulations to all the coaches, competitors and medal winners. With the country’s success
in the swimming and diving competitions I hope this may inspire young people to take-up
competitive water sports. We are fortunate in Wycombe to have a number of fantastic clubs
and I hope the home-grown successes at the Olympics will encourage people to try any of the
sports of swimming, para swimming, diving, water polo, open water swimming or artistic
swimming. Obviously there are other sports where we have excelled too and I would encourage
everyone, whatever their age, to think about taking-up a sport.
If you would like to get in touch with me please email: steve.baker.mp@parliament.uk. If
you despair of bureaucracy and would like my help with a particular issue, please phone my
constituency office on 01494 448408.
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11 + TUITION
Highly successful courses, including
the recent changes, specifically
designed to maximise your child’s
potential.
Courses tutored by
JOHN CALLOW B.Ed. (Hons)
Former Deputy Head Teacher with
30 years’ experience of guiding
children through the 11+

SMALL CLASSES
EXCELLENT RESULTS
ALSO TAKING YEAR 4 ENQUIRIES

Telephone 01494 445969
TOP
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Buckinghamshire Council News

At the July full Council meeting we made a
proposal, which was passed, for an additional £3m
of funding this year, on top of the already budgeted
expenditure, for maintenance to our roads and pavements.
The Council continues to support the ‘Helping Hand’ initiative
by providing food vouchers to families throughout the school
holidays. Eligible families have been able to sign up to get digital
food vouchers worth £70 for each child – all part of how the
Council is using the Government’s Local Support Grant funding with £1.9million set
aside to help Bucks families who need it. The voucher scheme is part of the council’s
‘Helping Hand’ initiative to give extra help and support to families who might be
struggling with bills or putting food on the table.
Buckinghamshire Council has also been responsible for the 5-week ‘Holiday Activities
and Food’ (HAF) programme – a fantastic programme of free activity sessions where
eligible children (school-aged children aged 5-16 who receive benefits-related free school
meals) will also get a healthy meal.
The drain clearing programme promised earlier this year is moving on, with over
13,000 already cleared as part of the £8m programme.
A big thank you to everyone who has helped deliver over 680,000 vaccines making our
programme one of the most successful in the country. It is not over, and infection rates
are still high, particularly in some age groups.
Waste collection services continue to be hit by a combination of a lack of HGV
drivers and Covid. This is a countrywide issue. Hopefully this will be a short-term
problem in Buckinghamshire. The Council are working with the contractors to
minimise disruption.
You may have already seen in the press the support Buckinghamshire Council is
giving to our town centres, particularly High Wycombe. We were successful in
bidding for High Street Regeneration monies and, together with funding from our
own reserves, work is underway to improve our local town centre. There has been
ambition for years to improve Frogmoor, the area in front of The Swan and the High
Street itself amongst others. Constraints have made this difficult in the past, but
progress is now being made.
Best wishes and keep safe.
Paul

Cllr Paul Turner: Buckinghamshire Councillor for Downley
paul.turner@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 07825 842292
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As life returns to normal we would like to thank readers of Downley Village
News for their continued support of Scannappeal. With the ongoing pressure on
NHS services we are immensely proud to support local Bucks NHS hospitals,
each one representing the beating heart at the centre of our community.
Together we can continue fundraising to ensure our hospitals have the very
best medical equipment today, tomorrow and always. To find out more about
our work please visit – www.scannapppeal.org.uk

We recycle used postage stamps –
all you need to do is cut out the
stamp from the envelope leaving at
least a 1cm gap around the stamp
and start collecting. Once you're
ready to offload your stamps you
can either post or drop off stamps
to our office in Amersham hospital.

Lands End

By leaving a legacy to Scannappeal you
can be assured your gift, large or small,
will make a direct difference to NHS
hospitals here in Bucks. Our partnership
with Farewill offers you the opportunity to
write, or update a will, free of charge from
the comfort of your own home. Visit
farewill.com/scanfree for more info.

Starting from the 1st September teams of up to
10 people can take part in our virtual Lands End
to John O’Groats virtual race to support our
local Bucks NHS hospitals. Registration from £8.
Visit scannappeal.org.uk/events for full details.

to
ats
John O' Gro

About Us
Scannappeal is a local charity that raises funds to purchase life saving
revolutionary medical equipment for Amersham, Stoke Mandeville, Wycombe
NHS hospitals, serving people living in Bucks and the surrounding areas.

1 in 4

of the local population
has used Scannappeal
funded equipment

T - 01494 734161
/Scannappeal
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100,000

patients were diagnosed or treated
in the last year with equipment
funded by Scannappeal

W - scannappeal.org.uk
@scannappeal
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Downley Diary | Round-up of Regular Activities
DOWNLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
Hall Bookings: bookings@downleycommunitycentre.org.uk or call Cathy on 07580 953 181
GROUP
DAY
TIME
NEW MEMBER CONTACT
			WELCOME

Alzheimers Carers Support Group 4th Wednesday
10.30		 Angela 07889 604704 Alzheimers.org.uk
				Alzheimers.org.uk
Art Group 1
Tuesday term time
10.00 – 12.00		 Sue. 01494 443393
Art Group 2
Monday
10.00 – 12.00		 alastair.pike@artsmartuk.com
Baby and toddlers Group
Monday term time
09.30 - 11.30		 andrewmingard90@gmail.com
Bridge Club
Thursday
19.00 – 22.15
 paulf.goddard@icloud.com
Bouncefit
Wednesday
18.00 – 19.15		 Rosina. rosi@reboundfit.co.uk
Children’s Dance Group.
Wednesday
16.15 - 18.30		 Zoe.k.thompson@hotmail.com
Chipmunks Woodcarving
Wednesday
10.00 – 12.00
 Margaret 01494 523912
Community Library
Monday &
10.00 – 12.00
Thursday
15.00 – 17.00
Saturday
10.00 – 12.00
Counselling
by appointment			 Chris Jefferies
				buckscounselling@hotmail.com
Craft Group
1st Tuesday
09.30 - 12.30		 Helen 01494 564414
Dance Classes
Tuesday
18.30 – 20.30		 info@comedancingwithme.co.uk
(ballroom and Latin)				 0787 353 8709
Downley Wine & Beer Club
2nd Wednesday
20.00		 Nigel. N234838D@hotmail.co.uk
First Aid Training
to be advised			 Nick. info@ndatraining.co.uk
First Class Learning
Saturday
10.00		 Himanshu 07949
French Circle
2nd Friday
19.30 		 Claire.atkinson10@outlook.com
				 01628 484833
Hartbeeps
Wednesday
11.00 - 15.15		 hannah.dixon@hartbeeps.com
				 07745 861615
Kingdom Dynamics Chapel
Sunday
10.00 - 12.00		 Sharon. 07961 822347
Lace Making
Thursday term time
12.45		 Frances 01494 524835
Musical Mayhem
Thursday
09.15 - 12.15		 Monica. info@musicalmayhem.co.uk
Pilates - NEW!
Monday
19.30 - 20.30		 Louise. lerayogaandtherapies@gmail.com
				 07894 050092
Pilates
Thursday
19.30 - 20.30		 Emma@asenseofbalance.co.uk
Russian group
3rd Thursday
14.00		 Nadia. info@gorussianclub.co.uk
Simply Walk
Monday
10.00 – 11.30
 starts from the Common bus shelter
Thursday
11.00 – 12.00		 simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
U3A Ukulele
4th Thursday
10.00 – 12.00		 Sylvia. sylvia.chadwick@me.com
Wycombe Spiritual Centre
1st & 3rd Friday
18.30		 ashleydarkwood@gmail.com
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS

Life threating or critical situations only

Telephone: 999

and ask for relevant service
AMBULANCE • FIRE • POLICE
HEALTH
NHS Direct
Downley Pharmacy

111
01494 513 060

POLICE - NON EMERGENCY
Report
101 or www.thamesvalley.police.uk
List Of Advertisers

Academy GB Doors
Altea Beauty and Holistic Treatments
Applicant Mortgage Brokers
Arnold Funeral Directors
Bucks Relationship Counselling
Bucks Vision
Canine Cutz Dog Grooming
Clean and Tidy Decorators
D Aurcci Plastering Services
DJ Coles Property Services
Dog Walker
Downley Pharmacy
Downley Toddler Group
First Class Learning
Hammond Construction
Hammond Electrical
Hartbeeps Toddler Classes
Hillclimb Garage
Home Care Gurus
Jill Burrell Tutor
JR Travel. Private Hire
Le De Spencers Arms
M A Hunt Painting & Decorating
Magic Touch Ironing Service
Mark Braisher Mortgages
Mark Evans Plumbing & Heating Engineers

Credits

20
36
34
18
30
40
20
34
18
46
34
4 & 16
22
14
38
22
14
16
24
40
38
6
12
34
18
28

Editor: Anne at editor@downley.org
Advertising: Send advertising to adverts@downley.org
Distribution: Coordinated by Sarah Bass. Volunteers to
deliver locally are always needed. If interested contact Sarah
on: sarah.bass001@gmail.com or 01494 462873
Rates: Half Page £30 | Quarter Page £20 | Eighth Page £15
Deadlines: The Village News is published quarterly in
November, February, May and August. The deadline for
adverts and copy for the next issue is 31st October 2021.
Website: news@downley.org
Printed by: Turville Printing Services 01494 520322
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COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Paul Turner paul.turner@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Cllr. Maz Hussain maz.hussain@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Cllr. Melanie Smith
DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk
clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494 257711 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday – Friday)
Further suggestions of what should be
listed here to the editor
editor@downley.org
Mark Gonsalves Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist
M.D . Garden Services
Monkey Music
Natalie Jane Dance School
Optionz Hair & Beauty
Personalised Learning Tuition
Pilates with Pamela
P K Stroy, Builder
Plugs Electrical Services
Pushchairs and Car Seats
Revive Car Bodywork
RMG Plumbing & Heating
Robertsons Estate Agency
St. James’ Church
Suttons’ Property Maintenance
Singing Lessons with Emma Barr
Skyline Electrical Services
The Barr Academy of Performing Arts
The Grange Restaurant & Gift Shop
The Mortgage Store
The Mowchak
The Professional Chimney Sweep Company
The Wye Partnership
TLC 4 You
Top Marks 11+ Tuition
Wycombe Mobile Tyres

44
36
8
10
51
36
36
8
28
44
12
8
4
24
10
46
34
6
24
22
14
30
2
30
46
10

Copy: Please send text in editable format and photographs
as separate files in high resolution. Copy should be sent to
editor@downley.org.
Any copy or photographs sent to this address may also be
used on the downley.org website and facebook page:
facebook.com/Downley.Community
Steering Committee: The Downley Communications
Forum set up as part of the Community Plan, provides
oversight to the Village News, the Village enews and the
downley.org website.
Chairman: Bill Thompson; Secretary: Peter Loadman
Treasurer: Bob Cook; Webmaster Mark Starkey
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Up! Downley 2021
Village Festival

18 Sept- 2 Oct
THE PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

See centre pages for details including box office!
Downley Day

Sat 18th Sept - 1pm - 5pm

Yoga Session Sun 19th Sept - 5pm - 6.15pm
Comedy Night Wed 22nd Sept - 7.30pm - 10pm
History Walk

Sun 26th Sept - 10.30am – 2hrs

Art Show

Mon 27th Sept to Fri 1st Oct - 6.30pm - 9pm
Sat 2nd Oct - 10am - 12pm

For more information & bookings:
festival.downley.org
post feedback:
facebook.com/Downley.Community
enquiries:
festival@downley.org

