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It’s our business so we care.

The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful
estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by
nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent
merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns!

ePartnership

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe
that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be confident
that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way.

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then
contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership.

wyeres.co.uk
Hazlemere Great Missenden Lettings High Wycombe
01494 711 284 01494 868 000 01494 358 358
hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk missenden@wyecountry.co.uk lettings@wyeres.co.uk
High Wycombe Naphill Lettings Great Missenden
01494 451 300 01494 565 555 01494 864 225
wycombe@wyeres.co.uk naphill@wyecountry.co.uk lettings@wyecountry.co.uk
Prestwood Stokenchurch Associated
01494 868 000 01494 509 377 Park Lane Office
K prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk 0203 368 8472
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Editorial

Autumn days are drawing in and the trees are finally starting to turn and leaves to
fall. It won’t be long before the festive season is upon us yet again. Can it really be a
year since the last one?

One thing I am missing from last year is our wonderful postbox toppers which
used to appear and change like magic on the postbox near the Co-op. The last one I
saw was in the summer, and I have heard a rumour that it was stolen. I don’t know
whether that’s true, but, if so, what a sad indictment of our society! I remember
visiting Henley eatlier in the year and noticing that some of their “toppers” had
CCTYV cameras overlooking them and even padlocks to keep them in place. At the
time [ felt rather smug that we didn’t need that sort of security in Downley but now
I’'m not so sure. Whatever the reason for the toppers’ demise, I do miss them.

I wish you all the very best of festive seasons and good health and happiness for 2024.

Our next edition will be the Spring one, which will be out in mid-February. As
usual, we will be delighted to hear from any organisation in Downley (or the
surrounding area) with news or information. You can submit articles via the email
address editor@downley.org. Copy deadline is Sunday 28 January 2024 but
please get your copy in as early as possible as space is limited.

Anne, Editor » editor@downley.org
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Support your local voluntary Library

Christmas and New year closures.
MMU Y
400 N’)‘L The Library will be closed

3 { # = from Saturday 23rd December

z = g re-opening on Thursday 4th January 2024.

3Oo 6& Book donations

b If you are having a pre Christmas clear out of books
Downley Community Centre please remember we are always very grateful
School Close, Downley HP13 5TR for any book donations.
T:01494 528133 The Library Committee would like to wish all our members
,I] follow us and visitors a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
see what's new on the shelves
OPEN
Monday 10 - 12 noon WHY NOT VISIT
Thursday 3 - 5pm OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
Saturday 10 - 12 noon SEARCH Downley Community Library

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Biology Tutor Wiy combe

A level & GCSE Concert —~
Experienced female tutor BAﬂb A\
PhD in Biology AR
: : Has vacancies .’_”,
13 years teaching experience for all players of brass )
Excellent track record of and woodwind instrument.

improving students grades
Any standard welcome

Contact
Organise a free, no obligation,
get to know you session Subscription £40 per term
Nel Ridgway Tutoring Call/text Bill Thompson on

07989 748654
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Downley Parish Council

Traffic  speeding  through The Parish Council has bought a
Downley remains a constant small supply of 30 mph Wheelie
concern for residents. The Bin Stickers and are making
Parish  Council  maintains these available on a first come
two Speed Indicator Devices first served basis. If you would
through the Parish which alert like a free sticker for your wheelie
motorists to their speed and bin, please collect one from the

can remind them to slow down. PLEASE DRIVE Community Centre while stocks
These units are rotated across CAREFULLY last. We've placed a supply in the
various locations throughout lobby there. The Community
the village and are moved monthly. One of ~ Centre is generally open weekdays between
these units developed a fault recently and  09:00 and 15:00 and frequently outside of
had to be taken down but we hope that we  those times too.

have a simple fix for that issue and that the Giles Tandy, Parish Clerk
unit will be back in action shortly. clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of the month
at Downley Community Centre, School Close 7.30pm
Up to 30 minutes are allowed for public questions

Downley Parish Council, Community Centre School Close, Downley, HP13 5TR
The Clerk can be contacted on 01494 25 77 11 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)
E: clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org « www.downleyparishcouncil.org

D
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Unlock your property's full
potential with our expert lettings
service.

Property Management built by
Landlords, for Landlords.

To find out more please get in touch:
www.DNestates.co.uk

Info@DNestates.co.uk

at Downley Community Centre
Mondays 7.45 to 9pm

Yoga to balance and strengthen
your body & help you feel =
calm and prepared for
labour, birth and beyond. {
Suitable from 14 weeks of _ "4
pregnancy - no yoga 5 \b
experience needed! g

GSL

PROPERTY SERVICES

Kitchens Bathrooms House Refurbishment

Plastering Interior & Exterior Painting Carpentry

Laminate Flooring Tiling Guttering

Wood Fencing Gates Decking
Bespoke Garden Rooms

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES, CONTACT US TODAY!
E: gary@gslpropertyservices.co.uk « T: 07932473502
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Downley Common News

The exciting news this month is that the
rubbish bins on the Common have been
replaced by Bucks Council with new ones
that have integral tops to prevent wildlife
from rummaging inside and spreading
rubbish over the surrounding area.

Our September work party was spent attacking the bracken that has been encroachlng
onto the sledging slope adjacent to Moor Lane. The resulting piles of dead bracken will
be removed shortly. Hopefully the area will be added to routine mowing that is done on
Commonside by a local contractor.

DCPS has continued its annual programme of pushing
back the edge of the woods between Woodland View and
Vale Cottage by taking out another couple of hawthorn
trees and allowing a large oak tree both to be more visible
and to have room to grow. A margin is now starting

to develop between the woods and the open grass that

is a lower scrub area consisting of busks, bramble and
bracken which provides a different habitat for wildlife.

Our ideas for a new management plan are starting to
develop and we have appointed an experienced ecology
consultant recommended by the Chiltern Conservation
Board. A useful morning was spent on a guided tour of
the Common pointing out the features of interest and
areas where management currently happens. Some ideas
that were discussed include:

* Grazing by cattle that are restrained by geolocating tags. Unfortunately, we cannot
geotag the dogs that might attack them.

* Promotion of wildflower areas by grass-cutting and removal. This has been attempted
unsuccessfully in the past but it might be re-attempted in small areas.

* Participating in a “newt offsetting” scheme, a form of biodiversity offsetting that
has been trialled by Natural England recently. This might enable us to improve the
environment at Mannings Pond.

* Pollarding a few young trees as an alternative to the longstanding coppicing project.
We are hoping to publish the new management plan shortly.
Bill Thompson, Secretary, DCPS

COULD YOU HELP DELIVER DOWNLEY VILLAGE NEWS?

We need additional volunteers to help deliver Downley News four times a

year. We have some regular rounds to cover and also need some cover for
holidays etc. To find out more please email editor@downley.org.
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Le De Spencers Arms

Make the Le De your local refreshment stop. Inside you will find a warm,
friendly atmosphere with an open fire, low ceilings and rustic beams.
Outside is a large attractive garden with a patio, prettily planted arbour
and a safe children’s play area. Booking advisable at this time!

01494 535317

sarah@ledespencersarms.co.uk | www.ledespencersarms.co.uk

Keep up with what's on and download our menu on our website. ﬁ
Plus share chat and photos on our facebook page LeDeSpencersArms

Tiny Tots MT 9:20am - 10:05am m
o-ows | suniorMT | tosgm-wign | 62

Led by WEST END Professional, Emma'B
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Downley Community Centre

Y
o ' Macmillan Cancer Support D() SCA

MORNING coffee and cake morning
MACMILLAN another success!

CANCER SUPPORT
This established annual fund-raising event returned during the September heatwave,
organised again by ‘Downley Wives’. The ladies worked tirelessly in a very hot and
crowded room and really appreciated the many cakes donated. Last year’s total was
smashed, helped by post event donations.

As in 2022, the total raised was topped up by Downley Community Centre making a
total donation to the charity of £600. Many thanks to all those who baked, donated
and helped on the day.

Christmas Event

The Centre’s Baby & Toddler group Monday Minis is hosting its Christmas Party on
11th December, 9.30am - 11.15am. Santa will be visiting with gifts for the children,
and there will be a buffet and mulled wine for the grown-ups. If you would like to
come please contact Caroline via Monday Minis Facebook or Instagram page to be
added to the guest list, as there are limited spaces available.

New Activities
Two new yoga based groups are now welcoming new members:
1) Monday evenings: 19.30-21.15 Pregnancy & Yoga.

Contact: steph@nestandnurture.net

2) Friday mornings: 08.00-09.00 Qigong Yoga exercise.
Contact : Claudia 07540 892708

Free Wifi

Thanks to the Downley Parish Council free WI-FI has now been extended to the whole
of the Community Centre building

Just go to Manage your wi-fi settings and select BT Guest Wi-Fi under available
networks.

New Committee member

DOSCA is delighted to welcome Richard Armitage onto the committee. Richard
brings valuable skills and expertise to the team. Richard is a true Downleyite having
lived in Downley for over 30 years and is an active member of several local groups

and organisations. He is a retired Civil Engineer and Project Manager and brings us a
broad experience that will benefit the team with all future work necessary to maintain
the building and operation of the community centre.

Details of all our current activities are shown in the round-up schedule for
Downley Community Centre at the end of this magazine

Downley Old School Management Association (DOSCA) committee.
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Jill = Tutor

11 + Tutoring and Mock Tests

Students learn topics and skills they will need whatever school they move on to following the
selection exam, and they maximise their academic potential both in exams and in school work.

Mock tests give students a chance to acclimatise to e
enjoyed and not dreaded.

* Literacy and numeracy help for all ages.

* KS3/4 Physics, Chemistr
* KS5 Biology.

Resident in Downley, I am a science graduate, a qualified

teacher and

To discuss your needs please text me;

Jill: 0773 860 99 44

xam taking and to learn that exams are to be

y, Biology and Maths.

a mum.

Hall for Hire

in Downley

St James Church Hall, Plomer Hill HP13 5NB

For regular bookings or special occasions

- (atering Kitchen

« Modern building in a quiet, convenient
location behind St James Church.

« (an accommodate up to 100 persons

« Alarge on-site car park

« 3toilets, including one that is wheelchair
accessible

For more details please see the website at
www.stjamesdownley.org.uk
or contact Hilary Perowne
at hilmad1842@gmail.com

SAILINE )

Electrical Services

Reliable, local electrician with
15 years experience.

All domestic / commercial
works undertaken.

Y Complete rewires

} Consumer units / fuseboard upgrade
\ Small works / fault finding

\ Outdoor lighting

A New build 1% & 2" fix

Ryan Stockton
E: ryan@skylineelectrical.co.uk

or Telephone - 07973 770180

Tel: 07805 926329 \
\

P
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'The Downley After School Club

The Downley After School Club was first set up in 2003 by a group of
parents who identified a need for wrap-around care for children based
at The Downley School. Originally it was housed in the Community
Centre so the children walked from school to the Centre.

Our current Club Manager, Denia, joined in 2004 and has run a very successful club
for the last 20 years — without her the Club just wouldn’t be the same! In February
2011, the After School Club relocated to a new building on the site of The Downley
School, which they currently share with Chiltern Hills Montessori Nursery.
Today the Club continues to be run by Denia and her excellent and dedicated team,
backed up by a fantastic voluntary Management Committee. The demand is still very
much evident for the service, and the After School Club has become an integral part of
the community. It currently offers Breakfast Club, After School Club and Holiday Clubs.
We celebrated 20 years of The Downley After School Club back in June by running a
week of fun, including visits from entertainers, a circus workshop, discos, face painting
and a visit from the ice-cream van!
We have spaces available at the Breakfast Club and for Holiday Club. For more
information please visit

www.thedownleyafterschoolclub.com

Coffee Stop 2

Monday morning blues? —
Want to get out of the Q\é)

house after being at
home all weekend? WFH and need a " JOIN US FOR A

break? Just retired or new to the Village ' 5 .
CHRISTMAS

and want to meet more people? Need
somewhere local to meet a friend for a
chat? Why not start the week with a visit
to Coffee Stop?. We meet at St James
Church Hall and are open every Monday
except Bank Holidays from 10.30 am

to 12.30 pm. We provide tea/coffee and
home-made cakes/scones at reasonable
prices. All ages welcome.

On Monday 18th December we will
celebrate Christmas with carol singing, a
raffle and some festive bakes.

Chrissie Styles 01494 445766
Village News ¢ November 2023 11




MARK EVANS
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

Gas Safe registered no. 118353
Full Liability Insurance

30 year’s experience
Competitive rates

Complete bathroom installation
Boiler servicing and repairs
New boilers and unvented hot water systems
Central heating systems

Solar panels

* Small work also undertaken

* Local and reliable

* Free quotes/No call out charge

T.01494 718 661 M. 07779 013 565

o=

Comefo\m\ Join us
-For A ob\ovl- over A

“and s"i;}kefﬁlsouﬂ—s!

Every Thursday morning at
St James’ Church; Downley
From 10.30 to 12.00.

Feel free to bring a friend

Plomer Hill, Downley, High Wycombe, HP13 5NB
Tel: 01494 534 315 www.stjamesdownley.org.uk ST JAMES CHURCH
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Chiltern Wood School Chat

The staff and pupils at Chiltern Wood have, at the time of writing, just come to the end
of the half term and all are looking forward to a rest. Lots of exciting activities have

taken place including a trip on the train and having some of the year 6 leaders come and
visit from The Downley School. We are keen to build links with our school neighbours.

The second half of term always has lots of exciting activities. Some of our pupils are
looking forward to pantomime which has been funded by Happy Days and, for those
pupils who cannot get out to the theatre in big groups, the [

CHILTERN WOOO SCHOOL b}
PRESINTS L FREE

panto will be coming to school to entertain them. _ é&’#— ENARY
We are very lucky that Father Christmas has been in touch A S

and promised to visit the school again this year. We would sy
like to thank Bucks Badgers for putting us in touch with CHRISTMAS
him. We are very grateful for their ongoing support. P BAZAAR %3

. 2PM - 6PM
Lots of the staff and parents are now busy planning

for the Christmas Bazaar on 2nd
December from 2 pm until 6pm. Do
please come and join us. .

= ULENT AUCTION OMBOLA
= GROTTO MES

[ would like to take this opportunity to [SEEEE
wish you all a very blessed and special
Christmas.

Rachel Chapman, Headteacher

Become a Friend of Downley Community Orchard

Our small but trusty team of volunteers has been hard at work over the past few
months. We have regular working parties for a few hours most months. At our
September meeting we welcomed visitors from other local community orchards along
with fruit tree expert, Sally Wileman, who works with our local wildlife trust. Sally’s
help and advice is proving invaluable in planning our regular tree maintenance work.
Our team found it it a really interesting and informative session.

We have now re-staked many of the trees to provide them with better support.
Following intensive attacks from caterpillars, we have protected trees with grease bands
this autumn in an attempt to lessen the ravages of the little critters this coming spring.
Our next work is to mulch and undertake winter pruning of the trees to ensure they are
healthy and in good shape. We’re hoping this will lead to a bountiful harvest in 2024.
We would welcome more people to join our friendly team of volunteers. You'll have

an opportunity to learn about growing tree fruit and hone your own skills in how

best to look after the trees. Look out for details of our next two-hour work parties

in January, February and March when we can show you how to winter prune trees,
with the opportunity for lots of practice! You’ll find details on the notice board in the
orchard or call Andrew Flint on 07788 135351 Just bring along some sharp secateurs
and a pruning saw if you have one. Do join the team and become a friend of Downley
Community Orchard.

Village News ® November 2023 13



M A HUNT

painting & decorating

FREE ESTIMATES FRIENDLY SERVICE

01494 564998

07775626752
hunt.m6@sky.com

27 saunderton vale high wycombe bucks HP14 4L.J

Even the finest of TN Winner
5 .*rundu sor
need a little . | | N
?evive! re;:}a1 irs thosehunrileasarét bt:mper scuflfls, eye-st::re So call Byron today free on:
amage to your wheels, an ose small annoying
scratches on your vehicle. But with Revive! you get more 0800 31 6 6027
than a paint touch-up. You get a lifetime guarantee* on Mobile:
the work we do, a quality professional service and a .
pristine looking vehicle. 07779 325201
or visit our website:
& L) A
200238 F L primen e www.revive-uk.com

Scraiches Alloy wheels

I'HIIIIIEI

5 in mobile car can
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Winter 2023

Wal, how are you orl eh? Now it’s dark, evenins only good for a’stayin in,
getting in the way. “Wal he certainly duz that!” ses Mrs H. Wal, wot I
wants to do, now the stove is lit, is settin deyn and werkin out wot I wants
to do in the gardin and up the plot in the year to kum- I've orlreddy got
sum seeds sortid out, reddy to go in seed boxes in the old greenhouse, but
I busted a pane the other day when a prop for the clothes line slipped, and [\
there wos them nasty little clips a’flyin everywhere, why duz they make it so difficult to pop a
new one in, in the old days you could make do with a bit of a baked bean tin, no wonder the
country is a'goin to pot eh! “He has got the grumps now, he hates bein in, its only that stove
that keeps him sane”. Ses you know who.

Anyway, I've taken down orl the tommy toes and their pots, and put trays full of old compost
with a sprinkle of growmore, on the benches, reddy for the big experiment, second year runnin,
plantin hardy lettuce, spinach, rocket and so on to get summat for the winter. The seedlins just
showin now, you've got to be optimistic in gardenin I reckons.

So wot was good this year? Wal, the tommy toes was just fabulous, we was pikkin em from
late July to the end of September, no blight, just awesum! “He learnt that from the grandkids,
they wos just kiddin him of course, but he didn’t catch on” ses Mrs H. Anyway do you know
what the old word for tommy toes woz? Yes, its ‘love apples’, now that would be a good garden
quiz question eh? Wal, wot else wos good? Its got to be my pumkins. (No second ‘p’ in pumkin
spellin in Downley. J.H.). I had an awesum collection of em, bright orange, green and red
stripes, yeller ones, sum wantin to climb up the bean pyramids, others putting out tendrils
along my paths so I couldn’t mow the grass, but it was just awesum to see em grow. “I shall

go mad if he ses that agin” ses Mrs H. Every week they’d put on another couple of feet, it
reminded me of that film about Triffids, them plants wot wandered about terrorisin evry one,
mind you, mine wos quite friendly eh! “He’s off agin, orl he talks about at the moment is his
pumkins.” Wal, she don’t understand... but to get you a'goin here’s the list of sum of them I
grew.. ‘Franchi’ seeds... Zucca Red d’Etampes, Zucca Americana Tonda, Patty Pan, Tahiti
melon. They wos ot aw....

Anyway, wot about the gardin.. now its Autumn into Winter, don’t go tidyin up too much, you
needs to let sum light in of course, but some dead stems and leaves protects the plants and gives
cover for the wildlife, seed heads you leaves of course for the birds and for yor missus for decoratin,
but you needs to open out the centre of woody plants, like hydrangeas, just keep that wine glass
shape as a guide, - wal, that’s wot Monty wots his name ses, so it must be right eh? Then be brave
and cut back yor clematis, prune roses for the winter, and how about takin geranium cuttins, that’ll
save you sum money next year, but do keep em out of the frorst, I lost most of mine larst year but
even in the greenhouse we had -7C for 5 days, and did for my Aeoniums too.

Wal, I reckons I'm almost out of space, but wot about my French cousin Jean d’Artichoke? Wal

he tells me he’s arvested his grapes, and got 50 litres of wine bubblin away, and he’s crushin his

special apples to juice and run it into his home made still, producing his own Calvados, just

don’t light a match nearby when he’s producing, the local Pompiers will be on high alert.

Wal, that’s it for 2023, so a’bientot and cheerio, keep you on @’diggin and see you up the plot in 2024.
J. H. Sent from my iSpade
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Home or Office

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

KITCHENS SIX GENERATIONS OF SERVICE
supplied and fitted High Wycombe
891 London Road
BATH ROOMS Tel: 01494 472572
Slough Marlow
273 Farnham Road 21-23 Little Marlow Road
CARPENTRY Tel: 01753 535556 Tel: 01628 898866
Gerrards Cross Beaconsfield
PAI NTI NG & DECO RATI NG 38 Oak End Way 32 Gregories Road
Tel: 01753 891892 Tel: 01494 685000

No job too small, so give us a call

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals

0 7 3 7 6 2 7 460 8 Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

. 24 Hour Servi
alan@beardonbuilders.co.uk our Service

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Save money

with an Intergas boiler that has an
automatic adjusting flow temp that
controls by ambient outside temperature.

Professional, reliable plumbing & heating services

Boiler Installations Kamco 90 Powerflush

Full System Installs Gas Work & Certification Vented

Vaillant Specialist Unvented Specialist Servicing
Qualified & Insured

@ callus: 07557802907 [ 07534340244

@ info@poseidonheating.co.uk

Now offering finance . .
in partnership with @ www.poseidonheating.co.uk

SUGISRI -

AUYANCL INSTALLLKE
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Have Yourself A Merry Little
Descants Christmas

Christmas is nearly with us again, and we at Downley Descants wish

you all a very happy and peaceful time. Coming to the end of another year
is time to look back over the last twelve months and in doing so we realise just how
much we have all enjoyed being in the choir and particularly our performances in
Beaconsfield, Marlow, and of course Downley. Who knows where we might end up
next year! Our mission, as always, is to be the best we can be in entertaining our
audiences whilst having fun and raising money for charity. We are well on the way
to achieving this with our highly professional musical team who, between them, are
‘knocking us into shape’.

This is our twelfth year of singing and as usual at this time of year we are concentrating
on rehearsing for our Christmas Concert at St James’ Church, Plomer Hill on Thursday
7th December, starting at 7pm with music and, maybe, a little bit of festive fun
provided by the ‘Descants Players’.

You might have guessed it will be a mini pantomime, but definitely not Cinderella this year.

We have added a couple of new items to our repertoire, one, a seasonal piece by Eric
Whitacre and the other, bringing us right up to date, a piece made famous by Christina
Perri. We hope to include both in the concert along with other pieces that we haven’t
sung for many years.

We are always looking for more members, both men and women, so why not come
along on a Thursday evening at 8pm to Sunnybank Church, Moor Lane and see if the
choir might be for you.

Prospective new members can have two free evenings before deciding whether to
join. For more information on joining the choir
please contact our Chairman, Lyn, on 07974 026213.

Bob Cook (Bass)

Downley Theatre Group

Established in 2001, the Theatre Group offers members trips to West End musical
blockbusters, occasional plays and day trips — close to 150 outings to date. The
advertised cost covers return coach travel, admission or ticket price and driver’s gratuity
— the inclusive “group rate” price has always been lower than the face value of the
tickets. For example, our jolly to see “Crazy for You” cost £57.50 for £79.50 seats. As

a “not for profit” set up, a pro rata refund is given should the excursion prove more
popular than our guess at the break-even figure.

The coach has one pick up and drop off point at Cross Court, Plomer Green Avenue;
this means, once we set off, it’s not a stop/start journey — except for any traffic
holdups, of course.
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Bring your baby, Toddier or pre-schooler glong fo Moo Music.

Join Elvan (and Maggie Moo) for weekly mulfi-sensory musical fun,
We sing, we dance and we play using instruments, props, puppefs,
lights and everyone’s favourite .. bubbles!

Contact Elvan; 07360 745 26d
elvan@moo-music co.uk * moo-music co.ukfhwmb

Friday mornings at Downley Community Centre
(ferm Time only)

SUTTONS

] PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORKS CARRIED OUT

No Job Too Small From A Dripping Tap To a Full Size Patio

PATIO SPECIALISTS
WALL & FLOOR TILING
PAINTING & DECORATING
PLUMBING
FENCING
BLOCKED DRAINS / GUTTERS CLEARED

Call Trevor For Free No Obligation Estimate - No Call Out Fee

Tel: 01494 638953
Mobile: 07754 948743
Email: suttonsproperty@aol.com
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There’s no joining fee and no obligation to come on any of the trips. We look out for the
best value offers to keep prices as low as possible and are open to suggestions and requests.
The company we use to book tickets holds an allocation for a short time meaning

it is not possible to advertise trips in the Downley Village News. Members are sent
information about future excursions by email or provide us with stamped addressed
envelopes should they not have access to a computer.

New members are most welcome; please contact us to be added to the mailing list.

Alan & Claire Baker
Downley Theatre Group, downleytheatregroup @gmail.com, 01494 437552

Simply Walk Downley Tl Simply Walk

Christmas is coming...

At the time of writing, the Downley Simply Walkers are wondering when the Autumn
will start; there is very little evidence of the trees turning to their usual dazzling
kaleidoscope of colour. We’ll have to be patient and hope November will produce an
autumn worth waiting for.

Downley Walkers are a group of (mainly) retired people who like to walk and talk in
the company of others, guided through our lovely countryside by trained leaders and
back-markers. We come in all shapes and sizes, we do it for the exercise, to keep active,
but also to enjoy a natter with other like-minded people. The only rule is ’stay behind
the leader” and all you need is a pair of suitable walking shoes and a stick if you use
one, and it’s free! We are a friendly, interesting group of people who live in and around
Downley and we are always pleased to see new walkers alongside the stalwarts who
have been walking with us for years.

One thing that is definitely going to happen is Christmas, and

we will be celebrating it in our usual way at our Christmas Lunch
"~ on 18th December at 11.45 after the Monday walk. It will take

its usual format: a light lunch, a few glasses of wine or juice, and

music provided by The Hybrids (a saxophone quartet) who will give

us some Christmas songs and a few carols to get us in the spirit.

The annual challenge is to get us all singing the Twelve Days of
Christmas with gusto but not much musicality! The Downley Choir we are not.

So, if you are current walkers, past walkers who have got out of the habit (Covid again!)
or potential new walkers who would like to suss us out, please come and buy your
ticket and join us in celebrating the Christmas season.

Tickets are £12 each and will be on sale at the beginning of each walk from 9 November
to early December. First come, first served. That’s Monday at 10.00 am and Thursday at

11.00 am; we meet at the Downley Community Centre. Please come 10 minutes before

the walk sets off. If you need more information ring Jeanne Steward on 01494 527004.
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Clubs Societies Schools - Promote your event here for FREE!

Join us
every week
for walks in

your local
Downley countryside

A chance to meet new friends and feel good!

MONDAY

10am for a 12 hour walk
THURSDAY
11am for a 1 hour walk
meet at the Community Centre
ALL WALKS HAVE A TRAINED LEADER
WITH A BACK MARKER - Walk at your own pace

NEW WALKERS MUST COMPLETE
AN ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM
Contact Simply Walk on 07802 260812,
email simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

or visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk

Simply Wallk

WOOD CARVING

Come and join our small
group of wood carvers
and try something new!

« We are not teachers but can help
you learn the skills you need.

+ We have some tools and
materials to help get you started.

WEDNESDAY 10-12
COMMUNITY CENTRE
£3 A SESSION

come and giveita go,
we would love to see you

For further details
downleychipmunks@outlook.com

BADMINTON

Players of any standard are
invited to join a small, friendly
and informal club meeting at
Handycross Sports Centre on

Wednesdays at 6.30pm during
term time

£6.50 per 2 hour session

Call Bill Thompson
on 07989 748654

DOWNLEY
BRIDGE CLUB

meet every Thursday
at the Downley Community Centre
from 7-10 15pm.

We are a small friendly club and all
standards of players are welcome with
or without a partner. Our club would
be ideal for those who play bridge but
are hesitant in taking the next step and
joining a club.

email: syme.pat@gmail.com
phone: 01494 530558
www.bridgewebs.com/downley
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Downley Evening Women’s Institute [heWI

It’s been a busy time again at the W1 with two separate canal trips for INSPIRING WOMEN
several of us at a time in September, and an evening talk about Estate
Planning and how best to keep what we have for those we want to have it after our
demise. This was very useful, so several members have followed up on it. And, of
course, we've had our usual monthly meetings and monthly literary lunch, which is
much more light-hearted than it sounds!
October was our AGM with all the usual reports and one or two changes to the committee.
This was followed a week later by the retiring committee having our annual lunch out.
We're still very happy to welcome new members, so just a reminder that we meet
every second Tuesday of the month at St James Church a 7.45pm. See our website
downleyeveningwi.weebly.com or contact dewipresident@gmail.com.
As I write, we are looking forward to a quiz evening with fish & chip supper in a few days’
time, and our craft group is busy making items for our Christmas charity stall which will be
at our November and December meetings. We're also hoping that our usual mulled wine
and mince pies evening will go ahead in December. Before we know it, Christmas will have
been and gone and we’ll be looking forward to all our next year’s activities.

Heather Read

Please Try to be Better Neighbours

All of my working life I looked forward to retirement, relaxing, doing what I wanted to
when I wanted to. Unfortunately it is proving to be a very different scenario.

I felt that Downley was a lovely old traditional village, one that I could be happy living
in, with pleasant, like-minded neighbours.

However, there is a home with a dog near to where I live. The dog barks constantly
when it is in the garden which is most of the day and sometimes at night. It is a
constant loud yapping, I have to turn my TV volume up to be able to hear it and I
cannot have my windows open during the hot weather as the noise is unbearable.

In addition, there are the people throwing noisy parties and the speeding drivers

with loud exhausts who love to race around the village putting lives at risk as well as
infuriating everyone else.

These issues are raising my blood pressure and stress levels, and I am sure that of other
residents of the village. They can also affect people’s sleep patterns, especially those of
young children and night workers. This is another health hazard.

Remember, sound does not stop at your property’s boundary. It travels a long way and
in areas where housing is dense this can affect hundreds of other people. You chose to
have a dog but your neighbours did not! I understand that a dog will bark when it is
let into the garden to see which other dogs are out, and to let its owners know about
human visitors, but it is comparatively easy to train a dog not to bark constantly; it just
needs a little patience to make the dog understand who is the boss.

Please could we all try a little bit harder to consider others in our everyday lives. It takes

so little but gives so much. A Downley resident
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A class focusing on

improving balance,

stability and overall
fitness.

*  Primarily for adults
ages 60+
+ Standing and seated
exercises
+ Taught by a qualified
and experienced clder
adults instructor

Fridays
@© 1-1:45pm
/nl

@ £5pe
0 For more infor

call Kim on:

07825 185039

THE WOOOLAND PRESCHOOL

TAKING CHILOREN FROM 2 YEARS 0LO*

p
* For children from 2 to 5 years of age

~N

Term time only setting

Open from 8am to 3.30pm

2, 3 and 4 year funded places available

A lovely woodland setting on the edge of

Downley common

*we will be offaring morning sessions only for 2 year olds from

January 2024, Hours can be increased from 2 1/2 years old
AN

O 01494 521953

(wadmin@thewoodlandpreschool.co.uk

J

www.thewoodlandpreschool.co.uk
ﬁ“"" "

i)

Registared charity aurrber HB1991

The Woodland Preschool
Guide and Scout Centre
Coates Lane, Downley
High Wycombe

Bucks

HP13 SUX

Mark Go

KBBI

Institute of

nsalves

Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist

Kitchen’s supplied at trade prices -

Address: 61 Kingshill Crescent,

& Bath

Membership Number F1305-0016

Howdens, Magnets, Benchmarx.

Plumbing - taps, radiators, leaks, pumps etc.
Carpentry - doors, skirting boards, shelving, partition walls
Floor and wall tiling - ceramics, porcelain, natural stone, glass

Flooring - solid, engineered,

laminate, ‘Amtico’ vinyl.

Free no obligation quotations and advise
Tel: 01494 474449 Mob: 07905 214823
Email: mgbuildingservices@yahoo.co.uk

High Wycombe, HP13 5NF

You can view pictures of my work and independent feedback from clients @
www.mybuilder.com/profile/fview/mgbuildservices

22
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“Santa Claus is comin’ to town!”

Obur term started as it always does with tea and
cake after rehearsal and we also welcomed a
new Mezzo into the Top Notes family.

Who doesn'’t like singing Christmas songs
and carols in September? Preparations are
well underway for our Charity Christmas
Concert this year and we already can’t wait! We're delighted to be joined once again by the
wonderful High Wycombe Salvation Army Band - there will be carols for all to join

in with as well as some Christmas classics and favourites from the choir and, of course,
mulled wine and mince pies in the interval!

We hope you can join us at All Saints Parish Church on Monday 4th December at
7:15pm to help raise funds for Growing Hope - High Wycombe. Tickets are available
via Eventbrite website - search for Top Notes Choir.

In case you can’t make it but would still like to see us perform, we will be performing
as part of the Mayor’s Festival of Carols this year at All Saints Parish Church on
Sunday 10th December as well as entertaining the residents at 7he Heights as usual.

Best wishes to all for the festive season ahead - may it be filled with music for you all!

National Trust Supporters Groups %

Wycombe Centre

Have you ever wondered about the origin of expressions like “to go off with a bang”
or considered when crop circles first appeared? I find trivia fascinating and I found the
answers to these at meetings of the local National Trust Supporters Group. Are you
even aware that such groups exist? It’s one of the Trust’s best kept secrets but they are
nationwide and there’s one in Wycombe.

We meet at Hazlemere Community Centre in Rose Avenue on the fourth Friday of
each month at 2.15pm.

In addition to a guest speaker each month, the centre organises coffee mornings, day
trips out, holidays and occasional theatre trips. Some members have recently returned
from a holiday in Yorkshire where they had an interesting and varied itinerary of visits.

So why do these centres exist? Well first and foremost for the benefit of members but
through the profits generated in the events during the year, the National Trust benefits
too. Members get to enjoy themselves, build friendships and widen their horizons
whilst the National Trust gains additional income to help in its work preserving the
country’s rich and diverse heritage.

If you are interested in finding out more about the Wycombe Centre, why not come
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along to one of the meetings or email our Membership Secretary at ntwemembership@
protonmail.com

And the answers; To go off with a bang refers back to the time when the relatives of people

burned at the stake bribed the guards to place bags of gunpowder around the victim'’s waist,
which reduced their suffering. Crop circles were first drawn and written about as early as

the late 15th century, when unsurprisingly, they were thought to be the work of the devil.
Janet Saul

Downley Pharmacy News

I am writing this as we have progressed through a very busy time of vaccination clinics.
After many changes by the government to the flu vaccination programme and who
and how the COVID booster programme was to be delivered this autumn, we have
been providing both. This has been a challenge as we have needed to incorporate new
appointment systems, our own and the National Booking service; we will be reviewing
how this worked in due course, so we are better prepared for future campaigns. If you
are eligible and have still not received either flu or COVID vaccinations this season,
please do get in touch or pop in and we can either help immediately or advise when

to return. Private flu jabs are also available on request. COVID vaccination cannot be
provided on a private basis.

Whilst we have been vaccinating, our ear wax removal service has taken a back seat but
now vaccination demands are less we have more appointment slots available, so if you
think you have problems please call in and we can advise the best solution for you in
time to hear all those conversations over your Christmas dinner.

Speaking of Christmas, here is my usual plea to order the medication you will need
over the Christmas period in plenty of time. Surgeries will be asking for requests week
commencing 11th December but please remember it can take 3-5 working days for

the prescription to be received by ourselves and we need 2 or maybe 3 days to fulfil,
especially when items need ordering. Messages are sent when the item is ready for
collection; if you have not heard anything 1 week after placing an order, please get in
touch then, but not before. Constant phone calls only slow the process down.

Pressure around availabilities and cost of medication continue with no end to these
problems in sight. Please be assured we always do our best to source as soon as we are
able to or obtain an alternative. With renumeration being cut across the board, we need
to provide more services to maintain profitability. As such, we will be asking if you
have had recent blood pressure checks, offering follow up calls when new medication is
started and other services.

The only thing left to say is thank you to all the community for being so supportive to
us and we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2024.

Please note we will close at 1pm on Saturday 23rd December
and reopen Wednesday 27th December. We are closed on New Years Day.

All the team ar Downley Pharmacy
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|

| Need flash drives?

& New Players & Beginners §
: Always Welcome!

Mens Walking
Football

Tuesdays
&.15pm -T.15pm

Ladies Football

Thursdays ' %
5 6.30pm - 7.30pm N 3
g Scan above for more information! B

DO YOU NEED TO REMORTGAGE
IN THE NEXT 6 MONTHS?

We are based in Downley and offer free residential
mortgage advice as well as virtual, telephone or face to
face appointments in the comfort of your own home.

Call us today on 01494 211194,

Applicant
Mortgage
Brokers
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News from St James

God “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according ro his power

that is at work within us” Ephesians 3:20

November is when we have Remembrance
Day services and events, thinking about
the two world wars and conflicts that our
armed forces have served in since. Sadly
today our news is again filled with images
of war and destruction. Children and
families fleeing for their lives, buildings
destroyed by rockets. It is so hard to
comprehend the depth of hatred and hurt
that allows human beings to do this to
others. It is so distressing to see and I know
that it brings up a whole range of emotions
in me — a deep sadness for the pain, the
fear, the danger and the loss, and also an
anger at our inhumanity towards each
other. There is also a sense of powerlessness.
What can I do to help?

We know that
often the situations
are very complex
going back b= -
hundreds of years, as is the conflict in

the Middle East. With both sides having
known persecution and oppression through
their history finding peaceful solutions is

hugely difficult.

People often ask me where is God in all this?
I believe that he is with all those who are
hurting, those who are wounded or homeless
or grieving for loved ones. He is weeping
with those who weep. The commandments
that God gave us are about loving one

51 Jﬂ.ML}-fl.Pl:-lu‘tr
another. The bible says: “you shall not kill”.
God definitely does not want this to happen,
but he has entrusted his world to our care as
humans, and given us freedom to make our
own choices, and as the history of our world
shows we don’t always make good choices.
However, God doesn’t leave us alone in our
choices, even when things go wrong he is
always with us and he can answer prayer

in surprising ways as this verse from Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians reminds us. So when
we see wars erupting like this one in the
Middle East or the ongoing conflict between
Russia and Ukraine — we can always pray
and we can keep asking God to send people
of wisdom, skill and integrity who can
negotiate peaceful outcomes for these war
torn countries.

At St James we pray every week, as
individuals and in

our services, for the
situation in the world
and for those we know
are struggling at this
time. If you would like
us to pray for you, do pop in on a Thursday
morning or on a Sunday or put a note in
our letterbox outside the gate and we will
pray for you.

As Christmas approaches

do come and join us at one of our services

Sunday 17th Dec 11am Carol Service

Sunday 24th Dec 11am Communion Service
Sunday 24th Dec 4pm Crib service

Sunday 24th Dec 11pm Christmas Communion
Monday 25th December  Christmas Day

T1am Communion Service

Heather Graham (Vicar of St James),
www.stjamesdownley.org.uk
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What a
successful

(| start to a new
| academic year
it has been at

‘| The Downley
School! We
successfully
converted to
an academy on
Ist September.
Joining the
Oxford
Diocesan Board of Schools Trust
(ODBST) will be so beneficial for TDS as
the school community will benefit from
a wide range of support and expertise

to help support our school on its school
improvement journey. Although TDS is
now part of a faith trust we, like some
other schools in the trust, remain a non-

faith school.

Since my appointment in April I have
seen the strength of community and
relationships here. TDS is a diverse school
with a big heart. The staff are amazing
and all work incredibly hard to give
children the best opportunities available.
We have successfully appointed a new
SENDCo and a few new teachers have
brought new energy to the school.

Jan Martin (ODBST Director of Education),
Sulina Piesse (CEO ODBST)
Leanne Dandridge (Interim Headteacher)
Front: Pupil Leadership Team

TDS is fortunate to have such a hard-
working Parent Association and we

are pleased to be working closely with
them and staff representatives are keen

to support their efforts: they have many
exciting events planned for the year ahead
starting with a Pumpkin Party!

Our Pupil Leadership Team, School
Council, Eco Council and Prefects have
been busy identifying future projects and

The Downley School

‘Learning, Growing and Succeeding Together’

£ N
N7

they assisted parents and staff in deciding
on our new school values — Teamwork,
Inclusion, Resilience, Responsibility,
Respect and Inclusion. These values will

thread through all that we do at TDS.

Last half term was busy — parents engaged
in phonics workshops, forums on special
needs and our open classroom event was
exceptionally well attended. Children
enjoyed Bikeablity, Dress like a pirate day,
Stone-age day, Ashmolean museum and
they supported One-Can trust in their
latest harvest campaign. Our teaching
team furthered their expertise of teaching
reading and writing with high quality
training from Julie Sergent.

We know that TDS has experienced some
turbulent times but we feel (and are told)
that we are a much different, happier
place...I certainly am enjoying being here
and feel that it’s a magical place to be. We
are excited for the year ahead!

Interested in sending your child to
TDS:? Come and see us in action at one
of our open mornings: Tuesdays 28th
November and 5th December at 9.15am

The 2023/24 teaching team at TDS enjoying
‘Dress like a pirate’ day

Leanne Dandridge - Interim Headteacher
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UK GARAGE OF THE YEAR WINNERS — 2023, 2022 & 2021

* We are open 51 weeks 8am - 6am

Your Award Winning — Friendly — Independent Garage in Downley

50% Off Your MOT- ©no@

*Normal MOT Price £54.85

When booked with any Service

ALL VEHICLES WASHED
& SANITISED

VIDEO EVIDENCE OF
ALL WORK

HILLCLIMB

We will Collect &
Deliver Your Car

Complimentary
Courtesy Cars

01494 444481

www.hillclimbgarage.co.uk
servicemanager@hillclimbgarage.co.uk

Chiltern Hills
60 4. Montessori
\ fl;@%Nursery

Downley
High Wycombe

W P.K. STROY

* For babies (3 months) to 5 year olds QUALITY BUILDER
* We cherish children and families 07876 254 131
15 hours free education per week peter.stroy@btinternet.com
for all 3 and 4 yr olds & some 2 yr olds
30 hours free education per week for eligible 3-4 year olds
Forest school sessions included EXTENSIONS  BRICKWORK ~REFURBISHMENTS

BATHROOMS  PATIOS ~ KITCHENS

01494 531565 DRIVEWAYS  PROJECT MANAGEMENT

www.chilternhillsmontessori.co.uk

admin@chilternhillsmontessori.co.uk Www. p et e rSt roy' co.u k

28

Village News ® November 2023



(5)NE CAN

FOOD BANK TRUST

The COVID lockdown days saw few
positives but for the One Can Trust food
bank the incredible support from our
local community was one. The plight of
individuals and families, unable to work
and make ends meet, was brought to the
forefront of people’s minds by national
and local news and we gratefully saw a
huge rise in donations as demand on our
service increased three-fold. Many local
residents, particularly children, became
Street Heroes and collected food from
friends and neighbours before dropping
the donations to our warehouse in Duke
Street, behind the train station. To

this day, our incredible Street Heroes,
identified by the yellow boards outside
their homes, generate 15% of our donated
food and for their continued efforts we are
eternally grateful.

Along with all the team at One Can, I'd
hoped and expected demand to reduce
following the pandemic but with the
cost-of-living crisis, sadly the numbers
of supported families and individuals
has remained alarmingly high — over
600 a week, 45% of which are children.
We currently spend, on average, £20K a
month on food to bridge the gap between
donations and demand; the money is
received from Bucks Council, local
grant funders, businesses and individual
donations. As you can see, community
support is as vital as ever — we simply
couldn’t manage without it and neither
would the families we support, many of
whom are often at breaking point.

Another incredibly important source

of food is generated from our weekend
supermarket food drives where you might
see our volunteers, proudly wearing their

yellow branded One Can Trust T shirts,
encouraging customer donations. Food
drives, for me, are extremely humbling
and my favourite volunteering role.

I am so very proud of our charity and how
it has grown to support people in their
hour of need. From the volunteer calls
made by our Community Support team,
reaching out to clients and signposting
to extra help, to the children’s clothes
bank held at the Wesley Church in High
Wycombe and the cookery classes at Hills
Café in Micklefield, none of this would be
p0551ble if it was not for our amazing and
selfless volunteer
8| team; they really

{ are the charity’s
lifeline.

If you could spare
an hour or two
to help with our
much-needed
supermarket
food drives or

2 packing and
delivering food parcels to clients, please
do get in touch. Perhaps you work
for an organisation that is looking to
address a social responsibility objective
and volunteer in the local community
or maybe collect food donations in the
office? If so, we’d love to hear from you.
If you could help us to reach more people
by sharing our social media posts, we’d
be hugely grateful. Thank you for reading
today and for your ongoing support. If
you'd like more information or are in
need of food support yourself, please get
in touch:

01494 512277
office@onecantrust.org.uk
www.onecantrust.org.uk

Thank you.
Jo Belshaw, Operations Manager
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Would you like
your child to be a
FIRST CLASS learner?

v’ Individualised modular study
programme

v’ Improves school performance
v’ Small groups

v/ Regular assessments and
feedback

v’ Excellent results
*Numeracy *Literacy *11+
ALL AGES & ALL ABILITY LEVELS

Mr. Vora
First Class Learning
0205732919 / 07949590466
eden@firstclasslearning.co.uk

High Wycombe, HP13 5YN

LW info@thedownleygarage.co.uk

A 01494 521924

Honest, Competitive and Professional workmanship.

WWW.THEDOWNLEYGARAGE.CO.UK

Collection and Delivery.
Courtesy cars available.

Rlndependent
INSU RAN CE
Solutions
FREE, UNBIASED & INDEPENDENT
LIFE INSURANCE ADVICE|

We will make sure that you get the perfect tailored life
insurance cover to suit your situation. We will keep in the
parts you need and take out the parts that you don't.

2 We compare frem multiple 2 We work within your budget
sources 2 You make all of the decisions
> Unique tailor-made cover to 2 We do all of the hard work

suit your needs Placed in trust at no cost

Free Cover Check

01494 952515
Independent-insurance-solutions.com

Wiwill not charge you a fee for our services relating to insurance bet we will receive commission from the product
provider. Thecommis: ummlk calostated as a progertion of the premiums paid for the insurasce product.

0 The Dairy, Downley Common, Downley,

AIR CONDITIONIN
CAMBELTS &
CLUTCHES ©

DIAGNOSTICS =
EXHAUSTS ¢

MOT'’S 4
SERVICING X
TYRES &
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Protect Your Festive Online Shopping
from Scammers with These Tips!

The festive season is undoubtedly a time of joy and celebration,
marked by the exchange of gifts and the spirit of giving. However,
it’s essential to be aware of the lurking pitfalls when it comes

to online shopping during this time of year. As the demand for
online purchases grows, so does the risk of falling victim to scams.

Cybercriminals become increasingly active by employing a variety of tactics, including
fake websites, fraudulent emails or social media, enticing offers that appear too good
to be true; they often pose as sellers of high-value items such as cars, tech products and
event tickets.

Fake emails or texts you receive about amazing offers may contain links to fake
websites, designed to steal your money and personal details. Not all links are bad, but if
you are unsure don’t use the link, go separately to the website.

If youre making a purchase from a company or person you don’t know and trust, carry
out some research first and, if you decide to go ahead with the purchase, use a credit
card if you have one, as most major credit card providers insure online purchases.

Some other payment methods do provide good consumer protection, but they aren’t
obliged to provide the same protection as a credit card provider. Check their Terms and
Conditions for exact details.

Regularly update your devices with the latest software and app versions. These often
include crucial security enhancements guarding against fraud and identity theft. Even
better, just turn on automatic updates so your device will update itself in future.

To give any online account additional protection, where possible you should turn on
two-factor authentication for the service you're using to double check that you really are
the person you claim to be, when logging in.

Remember, falling victim to fraud is never your fault. Scammers are skilled at
manipulation, and anyone can become a target. Staying informed and taking proactive
steps can keep both your financial and emotional wellbeing safe.

The New Year is a time to set new goals and positive lifestyle changes; what about
starting 2024 by joining our Neighbourhood Watch community?

We send you all our Seasons Greetings and best wishes for a happy, safe, and healthy
Christmas & New Year, from the Committee of Wycombe District Neighbourhood
Watch Association.

E: officc@wdnhwatch.plus.com * B: @wycombenhw * ©): @wycombenhw
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Personalised

Learning
Tuition Services

Currently offering private tuition
and home schooling for KS1 and
KS2 pupils of all abilities and
needs.

Based in Downley, | am an
experienced: Head Teacher,
Deputy Head and SENCO.

Please contact me to discuss how
| can best support you in meeting
your child’s needs.

Phone: 07765248736

highwycombetutor@gmail.com
www.highwycombetutor.com

ALTEA

BEAUTY ROOMS

For all beauty and holistic treatments in
a relaxing and friendly environment
Facials « Massage ¢ Reflexology

* Manicures * Pedicures
Gel nails * Waxing ¢ Tinting
* Spray tans
Spend £40 or over and get
£5 off with this advert.

Late evenings available

01494 528285

HIGH STREET « DOWNLEY
HIGH WYCOMBE « BUCKS HP13 5X]
www.alteadownley.com * info@alteadownley.com

N{R
Physiotherapy

About NSR

'Based in Hughenden Valley, NSR
Physiotherapy is a team of two highly
skilled Physiotherapists who are
passionate about providing patient
focused care to enhance the health and
well being of their patients.

Hi, we're Naomi and Sophie
We have nearly 40 years experience
between us working as Physiotherapists in
the NHS, sport, MOD and private sector. We
love treating a wide range of
musculoskeletal conditions in all ages and
are both qualified in acupuncture. Whilst we
advocate a 'hands on' approach to
treatment, we firmly believe in empowering
our patients with education and self
management skills to help to prevent further
injuries.'

Price List:
Initial Assessment £60
Follow Up Appointment £52
Video Consultation £40

078687 88812 info@nsrphysiotherapy.co.uk

Deeter House, Valley Road, Hughenden Valley,

e eeals High Wycombe, Bucks, HP14 4LW

Downley Parish Notice Boards
Notices for the Parish notice boards should be
left at the Community Centre. Notices must be
received one month in advance of the event.
Notice boards are updated on the first Thursday of
each month. Please post notices into the letterbox
at the Community Centre clearly marked for the
Clerks attention. Please notify the Clerk if you
have posted a notice at the centre by emailing to
clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

All notices must be for local non profit organisations.
Please ensure that A5 size notices are supplied.

STREET LIGHTING

Please report all lighting repairs
to the Parish Clerk

01494 25 77 11

email clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

Include the street name and the
nearest house number, lights cannot

be reported without this information.
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DOWNLEY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Downley History 1960 to Today

In the 1960s Downley grew from being the little village on the hill above High
Wycombe to becoming, if the villagers allowed, another relatively unremarkable part of
the enlarging market town. The building of several housing estates filled the farmland:
to the east, the Pastures estate; to the west, the ‘Dashwood Village’, Pheasant Drive and
associated roads; to the northwest, the Heights estate, Gray’s Lane and associated roads;
and in the middle of Downley, the Narrow Lane estate. These housing developments
more than doubled Downley’s population and probably quadrupled the built-up area
of the village. To underline these changes the Narrow Lane development, on the

then existing traditional allotments in the centre of the village, resulted in necessary
exchange land for allotments and sports facilities at Mannings Field, taking land from
the still viable Downley farm. The farm ceased operating in 1984, the last farm to go in
the village.

Downley people then decided that Downley must be given a stronger, firmer identity,
to emphasise the strength of the community, to feel part of Downley as a living, vibrant
and forward-thinking village, separate from the town in the valley. Moves were made to
provide the village with its own Parish Council (up to then Downley was part of West
Wycombe Parish Council), which was achieved in 1987. This became the foundation
stone of many community projects and associations, and perhaps the beating heart

of the community was the establishment for the village of the Downley Community
Centre, in the old Victorian Board School. This now provides accommodation for
many local groups, and even a village library, all run by volunteers. The Memorial
Hall, now greatly improved, also provides community accommodation. The use of the
Downley name is seen in Downley Albion Football Club, Downley Dynamos Junior
Football Club, Downley Descants Choir, Downley Diggers, Downley Debaters and
many more interest groups. The Downley Common Preservation Society works with
the Parish Council to care for the 22 hectares of Downley Common, a traditional
common of medieval origins, itself part of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. The Downley Community Orchard, established in 2005 provides a peaceful
resting place for tired Downley Diggers ....

The annual Downley Day Fete, coupled with the Downley Festival brings the whole
community together to celebrate the summer, and the lighting of the beacon on

the common celebrates the turning of the year and other special days including, for
example, in 2022 the Queen’s Platinum Anniversary, of course a very special day.

This then is Downley in 2023, a vibrant, creative and energetic community for
everyone to enjoy.
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Homecare
Gurus

because we care

Services we provide

# Personal Care
ehowering, dressing, hyghene, and grooming

# Domestic Assistance
general cleaning. lsundry, bed inen and ironing

# Meal Pregucation
ppon 10 select, prepace and enjoy mess

+ Rahatanation

$ppon Tter ey of while recovering Irom ilness
=oite

support for Ihe-n caeoes to tako 3 wollaamed break

+ Companionship
visks, social outings. Iransport 19 appoleimants, orocery shopping
& Quality of Servica

allour Assistant:

fully vetted and ¥ high standards

# Custormer Satisfaction

openness, honesty, and a work ethic of client satisfaction that will not compromise
on guality

We are a local hemecare service provider that is always there for you
when you need a helping hand

Call us today for more infe:

@ vz (=)

The Grange

co.uk T www, uk

Based in the beautiful Chiltern Hills, The Grange
welcomes you for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea.

OPENING HOURS &‘r“"%u/ FINDING THE GRANGE
Every day 09:00 - 16:00 & % Haw Lane, Saunderton,
The Grange Princes Risborough
01844 348100 2 Fd HP2T 9NS
. o
thang™

Raising Funds for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People & Hearing Link

Registered charity in England and Wales no. 203358 and Scotland no. SC040486

www.thegrangesaunderton.org.uk

Quality Service, Quality
Carers, Choice and
Great Value

C&C

Care and Companions

Looking for care or companionship at home for
yourself, a friend or relative. Either for respite or
regular visits?

A few hours per day or per week? Live- in care?

We help you choose your Carer, matching your
requirements and preferences to one of our top
quality, thoroughly screened, trained and insured
Carers.

Examples of support include: Personal care,
housekeeping, trips out, shopping, cooking, pet
care, companionship...

LEARN MORE
www.careandcompanions.co.uk *

Dl 4D

or talk to one of th-e team
oo 01494 578127

SAFE EAR WAX
REMOVAL SERVICE

Microsuction and Irrigation methods used
UK Microsuction Ltd Certified

Booking Arrangements
are very flexible
made to fit your needs.

Safe and comfortable
consulting space.

Contact Sue by phone, text, Whatsapp or Email
T: 07585 800 980
E: sue.mutedwhispers@gmail.com
K Muted Whispers Nextdoor App Susan Trevena
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Downley Wine and Beer Club

Meetings before the summer recess included a cider tasting followed the next

month by a tasting of sparkling wines when we compared well known continental
varieties with English sparklers that are now rated to be as good as (or better than)
champagne. Unfortunately, the annual summer barbeque at the beginning of July had
to be cancelled twice due to strong winds and rain that would have made the event
miserable, but we did have a warm and enjoyable summer social at the Le De Spencer’s
in August.

Laithwaites Wines from Beaconsfield presented a tasting of French wines in September
that was very popular and well attended. We hope to include more commercial tastings
in the 2024 programme, but persuading suppliers to present to us is not easy. Several
members attended the Great British Beer Festival at Olympia in August and some of
the award-winning beers were sampled at our meeting in October.

For our annual continental trip this
year we visited Amsterdam using the
direct Eurostar service. Our hotel was
in the busy part of the old town with
congested streets and small canals.
We were lucky with the weather and,
as well as visiting museums and art
galleries, managed to fit in tastings
of wines, local beers, and the famous
Jenevers from the Bols Distillery. We
also sampled both Dutch and Far East
cuisines.

We have continued in our endeavours to support local pubs with social evenings at
the Rose and Crown in High Wycombe, The Bounty at Bourne End, The Wheel at
Naphill, and the Beech Tree at Terriers. It’s a hard job but someone has to do it!

The year will conclude with our AGM in November with a tasting of winter warmers
and the Christmas Party which is being held again at High Wycombe Cricket Club,
where we will be entertained by a fabulous lady vocalist.

The club continues to thrive with several new members joining over the last few
months.

You don’t have to be a wine buff or real ale drinker to join the club where our aim is to
enjoy wine, beer, and other beverages in an informal and social setting. So if you would
like more information, please email downleywinebeer@gmail.com or follow us on

Facebook https://tinyurl.com/DownleyWBClub
Richard Armitage, DWBC Secretary
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BANQUET
HIGAT

2 STARTER, 2 MAIN, 1 SIDE, 1 RICE & 1 NAN

Finish With Coffee / Tea / Ice Cream

Minimum 2 person required

King prawn or house special dishes extra £3

Shmmmg World

Contact your local Slimming World Consultant
and join a warm and friendly group today!

FIND US AT
THE PASTURES CHURCH
EVERY TUESDAY

930am 5308 7pm
Contact Marion Contact Kerry NEW VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT

07887 607987 07887 567264 REQUTRED FROM JANUARY 20241

c,?;/,!{f@"/
4 Sltstethefreedom —

© ¥ @ slimmingworld.couk  touching hearts, changing lives
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uda:s High Wycombe & District u3a
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Autumn has been a busy time for us. Our Italian Conversation and Rummicub Groups
are now up and running and our Psychology Group is well established. The first

topic of the season (Who am I?) attracted eighteen members. Our Convenor has put
together a challengmg and thought provokmg programme.

Following on from the visit to The Archaeology
Monastery site and John Lewis Heritage Centre
at Cookham (see picture), our Local History
| Group heard from one of our members tracing
the fascinating history of Piddington Village.
In 1902 there was nothing there, just fields
and farms. But Benjamin North, a furniture

- 4 manufacturer and devout Wesleyan Minister,
changed all that! The Group is moving on to understanding What Remains of Roman
London and is looking forward to a presentation on The History of The London Docks.

Our Creative Crafts (see picture), Art and Photography Groups participated in

the brilliantly organised Flower Festival at St Michael and All Angels Church in
Hughenden on the August Bank Holiday weekend. The church flower arrangements
were stunning and many visitors enjoyed the afternoon teas provided. The flower
displays can be viewed on the church website.

The Eden Centre generously invited us to attend the Silver Sunday event in October.
Twenty members enjoyed the complementary afternoon tea and film show.

We will be at the Wycombe Christmas Festival (November 18 in the High Street) with
our tombola stand and having our Christmas Coffee Morning at Naphill Village Hall
on 13 December. Come and see us there.
This just gives a snapshot of our activities. You can find more information in
our displays at the Wycombe Library on the second floor. Or you can ring Paul
on 01494 562843 or contact me. We also have a website and Facebook page
(facebook.com/hwdu3a2022).

Judith, hwu3asecretary@gmail.com

&)
\/

.

S —

Thursday 7 December at 7pm @ St. James’ Church, Downley

Tickets £12 each An evening of music
from any choir member or contact Lyn on 07974 026 213 and festive fun

e

Sy
2

\‘-n

Village News ¢ November 2023 37



THE & PROFESSIONAL
CHIMNEY SWEEP COMPANY
__.——-—"""—.——]
OPEN FIRES
LOG BURNERS

MULTI-FUEL STOVES

CALL US

0788 3095 166

L
natalic Jancy

NATALIE JANE
DANCE SCHOOL

Welcoming children aged 2-18
to a well established dance school.

CLASSES AVAILABLE IN DOWNLEY,

CHINNOR, LACEY GREEN AND
MONKS RISBOROUGH

07855 296242

www.njdance.co.uk

FOR YOUR ENTIRE DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS NEEDS,
FROM REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE TO COMPLETE INSTALLATION.

* Additional socket outlets
* Fuse board upgrades
* Full electrical installations & rewires

s Electrical installation condition reports (EICR)
formerly known as “periodic inspection report”

* Gas boilers, cookers & fires

* Plumbing & Heating installation & repairs

 Full Bathroom suites

= Kitchen installations

* Fully qualified & compliant to 18™ Edition IEE regs.

* Part P approved for domestic installation & repair work

Contact us on
01494 443445
“We're a small company with a big heart”

44 The Pastures, Downley, High Wycombe, Bucks.

ELECTRICAL, GAS &
PLUMBING SERVICES

INSTALLATION * SERVICING = REPAIR

Visit our website www.tlcdyou.biz
HP13 5LY

| [ |
NS ERNE NEEE EINE
DOMESTIC © APPROVED
-= REGISTER
INSTALLER CONTRACTOR Gas Safe Registration No: 563265
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News from Sunnybank Chapel

We're delighted to announce the arrival of our new minister — Rev Rachael Prince who
joined us on 1st September. It’s lovely to have her on board and we're looking forward
to a fruitful time working with her.

Details of the village’s Christmas services and events at the chapel are available as a
flyer, but I would just draw your attention to a couple of events at Sunnybank:-

A free, live performance of “A Christmas Carol”, suitable for all ages, at 7.00pm on
Saturday 2nd December at the chapel. A few of us saw this at Tylers Green and were
very impressed. The same cast have agreed to do it again in aid of One Can Trust and
Action for Children.

Our Christmas Carol Service will be on the afternoon of Sunday 10th December, led
by our minister, Rachael. Afternoon tea will be served from 3.00pm onwards with the
service starting at 4.00pm. There will be no 10.00am service that day.

On Christmas Day, we will be having a celebration service at the usual time of 10.00am.
We would love you to join us for any or all of these events.
In the meantime, may we wish you all a very blessed and peaceful Christmas.

Clive Knapman, Steward, Downley Methodist Church, Moor Lane
New minister at Sunnybank Chapel (Downley Methodist Church)

Since starting as minister at the chapel on 1st September I have been
made to feel very welcome. Although I have not moved far (from
Witney, Oxfordshire), this was an area that I didn’t know, and I am
enjoying discovering the area, especially the walks, with my husband,
Ian. Sunnybank Chapel, if you are new to the area like me, is a
hidden treasure nestled at the end of Moor Lane, just at the point
that you think you might be driving up on to the common! It is

the oldest Methodist Chapel in the High Wycombe Circuit and will be celebrating its
200th Birthday next summer, so look out for special celebratory events.

We are a welcoming, inclusive fellowship who meet regularly on a Sunday morning at
10am. As I have four churches, services are shared between myself and local lay preachers,
but you would always be very welcome to join us for worship and then coffee afterwards.
Baptisms, weddings, and funerals can also be arranged by contacting me (see details below).

We are always looking for new ways in which we can serve the community, and if there
is any way that we can help, do get in touch.

Information about our Christmas services are listed above, so I hope that we can
welcome you to Sunnybank at some point in the festive season.

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas
Rev. Rachael Prince, 01494 562491, revrprince@gmail.com
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SYNERGY Property
=TT N ==3 D J COleS Services
P Professional High Standard
I Established in 1999

® Interior & Exterior Decorating

DOWNLEY CLASSES ® Paper Hanging

MONDAYS * Coving
The Memorial Hall e (arpentry & Kitchen Installations
7.00pm « General Class * Laminate Flooring
WEDNESDAYS * Door Hanging
St James Church Hall ® General Property Maintenance
9.30am « General Class & Improvements

10.35am « Beginners Class
Free Estimates « Competitive Rates

To book your place or find out more .
please contact Karen 07786 567 376 M: 07747 783015

karenorchard11@gmail.com E: djcolespropmain@yahoo.com

VOCAL COACHING
WITH EMMA BARR

Professional WEST END performer with
extensive industry & teaching experience.

Home Studio in DOWNLEY & AVAILABLE ONLINE
£45.00 per hour / £23.00 per half hour

SESSIONS INCLUDE...
- Posture & Breath Control ’ ,
- Warming Up / Cooling Down
o o B Emma’s teaching style is
- Stretching & Strengthening Exercises Confidettt, engaginglantl
- Musical Theatre / Pop// Light Classical oReriptiopey s Py
enabled me to gain
“Whether you want to W e
% confidence in my singing.
rate on technique, add
to your repertoire, prepare  for , ’ I
auditions, work towards vocal
exams or just gain some more .,
vocal confidence, I can provide and positive,
3 . encouraging me by
you ‘Wftb _ﬁm & rewa’r’wdmg R
singing lessons. improvement, especially
when my voice is not Y
07779537755 behaving as it should! Y ad =1 » G
info@thebarracademy.co.uk Patrick # ‘ Gy 1

www.thebarracademy.¢0.uk
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Hillclimb Garage News

Double Award Winners, 2030 ICE Targets and Christmas
around the corner!

@
HILLCLIMB

Manz@ oo

Double Award Winners - We are beyond proud to
announce we have won Garage of the Year - Overall
at the British Independent Garage of the Year
Awards! Additionally, we are thrilled to have also
won the Community Engagement Award and were
Highly Commended in the Customer Service and
Training & Development Awards!

We were especially pleased to have been recognised for our work with the community
and the many fantastic organisations we support within it. From schools to youth
football and craft fairs to animal charities, we salute you all and are proud to have
brought this award home to Downley and its brilliant community.

Organised by the Independent Garage Association, these prestigious awards included
many of the best garages from across the UK and were judged by industry experts.

This is the third year running we have won UK Garage of the Year, with this year being our
most successful yet! We are lucky to have so many lovely customers who support us and are
at the heart of all we do and, of course, a HUGE THANK YOU goes to our amazing team
for their hard work and dedication that has made winning these awards possible.

2030 ICE Targets - It was widely reported recently that the Government has moved
the banning of Petrol & Diesel Internal Combustion Engines (ICE) back 5 years to
2035. This political move will not derail the continued rise of the Electric and Hybrid
Car, but it will delay the targets. However, it is worth noting that by 2030 vehicle
manufacturers will still be required to ensure that 80% of all cars manufactured have
ZERO Emissions, increasing to 100% by 2035.

Christmas around the corner - We are proud to once
_. GHILL[:LiIMBf,” s e again be hosting the Littleworth Road Christmas
| Market at Hillclimb Garage. This year’s Market will
be held on Sunday 10th December and promises to
have an even bigger range of fabulous, local Christmas
| Arts, Crafts, Treats and Goodies, all wrapped up with
a visit from Santa! Look out for further details on
noticeboards and social media as the date draws nearer.

As always, we finish with a huge thank you to everyone who continues to support us.
As your local, independent garage we, in turn, are here to support you and maintain
your vehicle to the highest standards. Whatever you drive, whatever you need, we
are ‘At Your Service’.
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Canine Cutz
Bespoke Dog Groomers & Spa

Bespoke Styling & Grooming  Puppy College
Spa Treatments & Packages ¢ Nail Clipping
Teeth Cleaning ¢ Natural Products
Paw Naturel Stockists

Grooming by Appointment Only
01494 44 33 49

WWW.canine-cutz.com

Downley Service

Pharmacy

How it

No waiting Day or night
You can order We'll notify Your prescriptions
your prescription you when your are available 24/7
in the usual way. prescriptionis - you can collect

ready to collect. when it suits you.

To sign-up visit
or phone 01494 513 060

Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 5UW
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Hughenden Manor Christmas Events %

The 12 Days of Christmas at Hughenden
20 November — 1 January, 10:00-16:00

Free event, normal admission applies.

Whisk your family away from the everyday and escape into a Christmas fairytale on
your doorstep. This year, enchanting scenes from the 12 days of Christmas are brought
to life in the garden, stable-yard and manor at Hughenden.

12 Presents of Hughenden — Family trail
20 November — 1 January, 10:00-16:00

Free event, normal admission applies.

Uncover a dozen delightful surprises as you roam through the Hughenden Gardens on
our free family Christmas trail.

Christmas Storytelling

2, 3,21 & 22 December, 10:30-11:00
£4 per child, pre-booking essential.

Join our storytellers for a magical Christmas story time in our cosy second-hand
bookshop, complete with steaming cups of hot chocolate and delicious shortbread!

Musical Saturdays
26 November, 2, 9 & 16 December, 11:00-15:00.

Free event, normal admission applies.

Soak up the festive atmosphere as you listen to Christmas carols being sung. Why not
become a leaping lord or a dancing lady by dancing to the festive music?

Cracker of a day- Christmas Crafts
10 & 17 December, 13:00-15:00

Free event, normal admission applies.

Join us for a festive Christmas craft session filled with joy and laughter for families!
Enjoy a day of crafting colourful paper crackers and sharing delightful surprises with
loved ones, making cherished memories that will sparkle throughout the holiday season.
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Fault Finding & Repairs
Extra Lights & Sockets
Fuse Board Upgrades
EV Chargepoints
Landlord Inspections
Homebuyer Inspections
Outbuilding Supplies

[}
L Il: ST
APPROVED

CONTRACTOR

Call Tony on
07944 162 958

YOUR LOCAL

ELECTRICIAN

Qualified Electrican
Fully Insured
Reliable Service
Tidy Work

Free Quotations
Woarranty Backed
Quick Response

plugs

M.D. Garden Services
—m» Gardener =-—

Pruning = Shrubs and Flower Borders
Fruit and Vegetable Pots - Hedges

Lawn Care © Indoor Plants

N P o+

Horticultural Engineer
SERVICE * REPAIR = SHARPENING

Lawn Mowers © Garden Tractors

Strimmers < Blowers = Shears = Chainsaws

s/ A 0y

NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

M. L. Dunn

Home: 01494 865834
Mobile: 07795 158292

PIEDS SUR TERRE

=20

CHRISTINE ASHCROFT
REFLEXOLOGIST

Reflexology to relieve stress, promote
relaxation and well-being

Gift cards available

ITEC level 3 qualified, based in
Downley

Tel: 07798 612 993
Email: piedssurterre@icloud.com
Web: piedssurterre.co.uk
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Downley Cricket Club

This has been a special season for Downley Cricket Club as we celebrated
our 150th year. All of us are very grateful for the privilege of representing
such a long-established club, and are mindful of all the great stalwarts of
the past.

Cricket matches would not be possible without the dedicated work done on the square
and outfield, in current times by Den Cox, Martin Birkett, Graeme Aitken, Ben
Hughes, Billy Powell, Graham ‘Boycs’ Swales, and a few others, who find time in their
busy lives to ensure the ground, the nets in Mannings Field, and the clubhouse are in
good working order.

Virtually every week throughout the summer Mandy Aitken scores and John Hughes
umpires, giving up precious — often sunny - Saturdays for Downley Cricket Club.
Indeed, when the League awarded points for having a scorer and umpire for each game,
we garnered an astonishing 84 points, allowing us to finish third (out of 13 teams) in
the Mid-Bucks 2nd Division. So big thanks go to the two of them.

Also we are all grateful to Club Captain Graham ‘Boycs’ Swales for designing — and
delivering - our new 150th-year commemorative club kit, commented on by many on
the field, and in the Le De Spencers Arms, where Sarah and Mark Shayler continue to
extend warm hospitality to players and opponents alike.

We only have one team now, Downley Firsts, and our on-field captain Ben Hughes
galvanised the team, leading by example, scoring (almost) 500 rapid runs, taking

14 wickets and 10 catches, followed by unusual-style bowler Graham ‘Boycs” Swales
bamboozling opposition batters with 29 wickets (nearly twice as many as anyone else),
scoring consistent runs, and taking some scarcely-believable catches. Everyone seemed
to contribute throughout the season, with plenty of fun and laughter, whether we win or
lose. We even tried out an engaging new format of the game with several guest-players
playing at Downley for the first time, when the opposition could not field a team.

We also managed to attract new local players, probably foremost among whom was all-
rounder Ali Q, who played a whirlwind innings against traditional rivals Bradenham,
smiting 6 fours and 4 massive sixes, hobbling off injured on 55 not out. Jocular team-
mate comments of ‘Jug-avoidance’ and ‘improving his average’ by being not-out, were
quickly replaced by concern when we found out the extent of his foot injury, and we
wish him a speedy recovery.

President’s Day on the August Bank Holiday weekend was well-contested, despite the
less-than-perfect weather, with some local residents ‘trying out playing cricket’, planning
to join net practice and possibly turning out for the club next year. Pizzas and drinks were
enjoyed by players and spectators, individual winners’ trophies going to Rehaan Vats’
strong team, with the Beavis team (featuring Steve, Andy, James and Conor Beavis, plus
mates) finishing worthy runners-up, cheered on wildly by family and friends.

If you would like to join us at pre-season nets, score, umpire, or help with ground-
preparation, etc please contact us on webmaster@downleycc.co.uk and you will be
made most welcome.
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From Westminster
Steve Baker - MP for Wycombe

The State Opening of Parliament takes place on 7th November. - L
This marks the beginning of the new parliamentary session. Its ’

main purpose is for the Monarch to formally open Parliament ' I :

and, in the King’s Speech, outline the Government’s proposed .

legislation for the coming parliamentary session. This is the first speech from the throne
in the House of Lords that King Charles III will deliver as Monarch.

I am not given early sight of what might be included in the King’s Speech but I expect
some bills will be carried over from the last session of Parliament. These are likely

to include The Data Protection and Digital Information Bill, and the Victims and
Prisoners Bill. Other potential subjects for legislation are criminal justice measures
concerning knife crime and sentencing; raising the age of sale of tobacco products;
implementing legislation for UK accession to the Trans-Pacific Partnership; changing
the Habitats Regulations to ‘scrap nutrient neutrality’ and, something which I know
is of particular concern to constituents at the moment, leasehold and commonhold
reform. Altogether, I expect this to be another busy parliamentary session.

For the last 30 years there has been too much short-term political decision making,
taking the easy way out rather than fixing the underlying problems. The Prime Minister
is determined to change this. That is why he has taken a series of long-term decisions over
the last year to deliver the change this country needs, including: tackling the costs of
Net Zero; securing the Windsor Framework; reinvesting HS2 funding in local transport
projects; and implementing the NHS’s first ever long-term workforce plan.

As we head into winter, work across government departments to support those most in
need continues. The Department for Work and Pensions recently allocated £4.8m from
the Household Support Fund (HSF) to Buckinghamshire Council. This money will

be spent on a wide range of measures for residents including providing grants to local
welfare organisations to help those struggling with cost-of-living pressures.

The money from the Department also goes towards funding the Council’s Helping
Hand service which assesses applications for financial help and navigates residents to
the most appropriate support. Since April this year, the Household Support Fund has
assisted the Council’s Helping Hand service to help thousands of people through this
scheme. Minister Mims Davies recently came to High Wycombe to see the Council’s
work in action. She said: “Without this important funding from the Government and
the hard work of the council and local community, the over 234,000 awards of support
already made to the most vulnerable would not have been possible. I encourage anyone
struggling with the cost of living to speak to the council to find out what support is
available for them.”
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If you need help paying for food, bills, or other essentials, or debt advice, you can find
out more from www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/helping-hand. You can also visit
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/cost-of-living for cost-of-living support and advice.

As ever, if you would like to get in touch with me,
please email steve.baker.mp@parliament.uk If you would like my help with a
particular urgent issue please telephone my constituency office on 01494 448408.

Although I know it is very early, it only remains for me to send season’s greetings and to
wish everyone a very happy and prosperous New Year.

Downley Gardening Society

Autumn Show

We had a fantastic and busy show which was well supported. We received the highest
number of entries for years — 248 entries over fruit, vegetables, flower, handicraft and
home-produced wine and beer, bread etc.

Trip to Kew Gardens

We had a lovely coach trip to Kew gardens on Sunday 17th September. There is so much
to see at Kew; the superb glasshouses, the tree canopy walk, the herbaceous borders, and
the kitchen garden. One of our members spotted a sign in the kitchen garden which read:
Future Foods — Root Crops. Traditionally main crop potatoes are dug up in the autumn
and stored for winter. With increasingly warm, humid summers potatoes are suffering
more attacks from the disease called blight. Kew are trialling other root vegetables which
could be stored over winter to produce a starchy meal. These include Campanula, Dahlia,
Canna and Chinese Artichokes. Also worth a visit were the art galleries, especially the
Marianne North Gallery, which houses a permanent exhibition of over 800 19th century
botanical art paintings from around the world.

Future events:
We are back in St James” Hall for our October, November and December talks and via
zoom for January and February.

Dates for your diary
Monday 16th October 7.30pm - Living Rooftop Gardens by Dusty Gedge
Monday, 20th November 7.30pm - Frankincense, Myrrh and the Incense Trail by
Sandy Primrose
Monday, 11th December 7.30pm - Christmas Quiz and festive refreshments
If you would like to become a member of the Gardening Society and join our meetings,
please contact Alison on downleygardeningsociety@gmail.com or Julia on 01494
447323. Membership costs just £5 single and £8 family per year. Website - www.

downleygardeningsociety.com

Please keep safe, enjoy your gardens and hope to see members and non-members, who
are always very welcome, at one of our events.
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Downley Diary | Round-up of Regular Activities

GROUP DAY TIvE NEW MEMBER CONTACT
WELCOME
Art Group Monday 10.00 - 12.00 alastair.pike@artsmartuk.com
Better Balance Friday 13.00 - 14.00 v/ katie.youngman@aitc.org
Bridge Club Thursday 19.00 - 22.00 v/ paulf.goddard@icloud.com
Children’s Dance Group. Wednesday 16.45-18.30 Zoe.k.thompson@hotmail.com
Chipmunks Woodcarving Wednesday 10.00 - 12.00 v/ downleychipmunks@outlook.com
Community Library Monday 10.00 v/ enquiries@downleylibrary.org
Thursday 15.00 v
Saturday 10.00 v
Craft Group 1st Tuesday 9.30-12.30 Helen 01494 564414
Crochet Group Tuesday 19.00 - 21.00 v/ woollywonkas@gmail.com 07833 910238
Dance Classes (Ballroom & Latin)  Tuesday 19.00- 21.00 v/ karen@comedancingwithme.co.uk
Wednesday 19.30-20.30 v/ 07873538709
Downley Parish Council 2nd Tuesday 19.30 v/ derk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494 257711
Downley Wine & Beer Club 2nd Wednesday 20.00 - 22.00 v/ stevedavison200@icloud.com
First Class Learning Saturday 10.00 - 12.00 v/ Himanshu 07949 590466
Kingdom Dynamics Chapel Sunday 10.00 - 12.00 Sharon 07961822347
Lace Making Thursday 13.00-15.00 v/ Frances 01494 524835
MOO Music Friday Term-time 9.500 & 12.10 v/ elvan@moo-music.co.uk
Mondays Minis Monday Term-time 9.30-11.15 v/ downleymondayminis@gmail.com
formerly Toddlers/Bumps etc 07704279102
Natalie Jane Dance School Monday 15.00 - 19.00 v/ natalie@njdance.co.uk
Friday Term-time 15.30-19.30 v
Painting for Pleasure Tuesday Term-time 10.00 - 12.00 Sue 01494 443393
Pilates Thursday 1830&19.30 ¢ Emma@asenseofbalance.co.uk
Pregnancy Yoga Monday 19.30-21.15 v/ steph@nestandnurture.net
Simply Walk (free) Monday 10.00 v/ Starts from the Community Centre
Thursday 11.00 v/ simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Taekwondo - NEW Monday 18.30-19.30 v/ mohzamtkd1@hotmail.com
Thursday 19.45-20.45 v Tel 07870219746
Twins & Multiples Club Thursday 10.30-12.30 v/ wendy@questcost.co.uk
Ukulele 4th Thursday 10.00 - 12.00 Sylvia sylvia.chadwick@me.com
Wycombe Spiritual Centre 1st & 3rd Friday 18.30 ashleydarkwood@gmail.com
Yoga Qigong Exercise Friday 8.00-9.00 v/ (laudia 07540 892708
Zumba Gold Wednesday 10.30-11.15 ¢/ jennifer.morais.zumba@outlook.com
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SUNNYBANK CHAPEL, MOOR LANE - WINTER 2023

Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com or call 01494 530 736

GROUP DAY TIvE NEW MEMBER CONTACT
WELCOME
Downley Descants Thursday Term time 20.00-21.30 v/ grannyandbobby@tiscali.co.uk
Chiltern Hills Montessori Weekdays 08.00—18.00 admin@chilternhillsmontessori,co.uk
01494 514544

GUIDE AND SCOUT CENTRE - WINTER 2023

Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com

Rainbows/Brownies Monday 16.15-19.15 gill.lawrence@btinternet.com
Rangers Monday 19.30-21.15 gill.lawrence@btinternet.com
Rainbows/Brownies Tuesday 16.15-19.00 gill.lawrence@btinternet.com

Guides Tuesday 19.00-20.30 margaretstagg75@gmail.com
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts Wednesday 18.00-21.15 gsl3rddownley@gmail.com

Dog Training Thursday 18.30-20.30 suzannebullworthy@hotmail.co.uk
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts Friday 18.00-21.30 gsl3rdDownley@gmail.com

Dog Training Sunday 10.00- 12.00 lisa@shunty.co.uk

Woodlands Preschool Daily 08.00- 15.30 v/ admin@thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH - WINTER 2023

Hall Bookings: hilmad1842@gmail.com or call 07973 770 180

Downley Evening WI 2nd Tuesday 19.45
St James Church Coffee Morning  Thursday 10.30-12.30
Top Notes Choir Monday 19.45-21.45
Chepping Wycombe Trefoil Guild  2nd Thursday 19.45

ST JAMES HALL - WINTER 2023

Hall Bookings: hilmad1842@gmail.com

Art Club Thursday 09.30
Coffee Stop Monday 10..30-12.30
Downley Gardening Society 3rd Monday 19.30
Dr Sue’s Pilates Monday 18.00-19.00
Karen Pilates Wednesday 09.30
Natailie's Meditation Class Wednesday 20.30-22.30
Philatelic Club Alternate Thursday 19.30
Rebound Fit Wednesday 19.00 - 20.00
Sing and Sign Baby and toddlers  Tuesday 10.00-13.00
Sunaina Prolife Pilates Saturday 08.00-09.00
Tuneless Choir 1stand 3rd Tuesda 19.30-21.00

DOWNLEY WAR MEMORIAL HALL - WINTER 2023

Hall Bookings: dwmh.bookings@gmail.com

Chiltern Hills Montessori Weekdays 08.00-18.00 admin@chilternhillsmontessori,co.uk
01494 514544

Pilates Monday 19.00 - 20.00 karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567376

Yoga Tuesday 19.20 - 20.45 07904 438411

Fencing 1to 1 Wednesday 17.30-19.30

Yoga Thursday 19.15-20.45 07904 438411

Yoga Friday 10.20 - 11.50 07904 438411

Fencing 1to 1 Friday 17.30-19.30
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Life threating or critical situations only

Telephone: 999

and ask for relevant service
AMBULANCE - FIRE « POLICE

HEALTH
NHS Direct m
Downley Pharmacy 01494 513 060

POLICE - NON EMERGENCY

COUNTY COUNCILLORS

ClIr. Paul Turner paul.turner@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
ClIr. Maz Hussain maz.hussain@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
ClIr. Melanie Smith Melanie.R.Smith@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494 257711 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)

Further suggestions of what should be
listed here to the editor

Report 101 or www.thamesvalley.police.uk editor@downley.org
List OfAdvertlsers M.D. Garden Services 44
Altea Beauty and Holistic Treatments 32 Monday Minis 36
Applicant Mortgage Brokers 25 Moo Music 18
Arnold Funeral Directors 16 Muted Whispers 34
Beardons Builders 16 Natalie Jane Dance School 38
Better Balance 22 Nest and Nature 6
Biology Tutor 4 NSR Physiotherapy 32
Carols on the Common 5 Optionz Hair & Beauty 51
Canine Cutz Dog Grooming v} Personalised Learning Tuition 32
Care & Companions 34 Pieds Sur Terre - Reflexology 44
Chiltern Hills Montessori Nursery 28 P K Stroy, Builder 28
Chiltern Woods School Christmas Bazaar 13 Plugs Electrical Services 44
Clubs and Societies 20 Poseidon Heating 16
David Nicholas Estates 6 Revive Car Bodywork 14
DJ Coles Property Services 40 Singing Lessons with Emma Barr 40
Downley Community Library 4 Skyline Electrical Services 10
Downley Descants Christmas Concert 37 Slimming World 36
Downley News Delivery Volunteers Wanted 7 Spirit Hair Co. 52
Downley Parish Council 5and32 St James’ Church Hall Hire 10
Downley Pharmacy 2 St James Coffee Stop 12
Downley School PTA Christmas Fair " Suttons’ Property Maintenance 18
First Class Learning 30 Synergy Pilates 40
GSL Property Maintenance 6 The Barr Academy of Performing Arts 8

25 The Downley Garage 30
Hillclimb Garage 28 The Grange Restaurant & Gift Shop 34
Homecare Gurus 34 The Mowchak 36
Independent Insurance Solutions 30 The Professional Chimney Sweep Company 38
James Donald Estate Agent 52 The Wye Partnership 2
Jill Burrell Tutor 10 TLC4You 38
Le De Spencers Arms 8 Woodlands Pre-School 22
M A Hunt Painting & Decorating 14 Wycombe Concert Band 4
Mark Evans Plumbing & Heating Engineers 12 Xtra Time Football & Futsal Coaching 25
Mark Gonsalves Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist 22

Downley Village News

Editor: Anne at editor@downley.org

Adpvertising: Send advertising to adverts@downley.org
Distribution: Coordinated by Sarah Bass. Volunteers to

deliver locally are always needed. If interested contact Sarah
on: sarah.bass001@gmail.com or 01494 462873
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Page £20, colour adverts are Half Page £75 | Quarter £50.
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Deadline for the next issue is 28th January 2024.

Website: news@downley.org
Printed by: Turville Printing Services 01494 520322

Copy: Please send text in editable format and photographs
as separate files in high resolution. Copy should be sent to
editor@downley.org.

Any copy or photographs sent to this address may also be
used on the downley.org website and facebook page:
facebook.com/Downley. Community

Steering Committee: The Downley Communications
Forum set up as part of the Community Plan, provides
oversight to the Village News, the Village enews and the
downley.org website.

Chairman: Bill Thompson; Secretary: Peter Loadman
Treasurer: Bob Cook; Webmaster Mark Starkey
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HAIR H-E.I'A.I_IT\' LASHES-NHAILS-LASER

3 Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley, HP13 SUwW
O798 3645857

www.optionzhairbeautylaser.co.uk

Open 7 Days a Week

Book online:
optionzbeautysalon.booksy.com
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Spirit Hair Company -«

award winning salon

AMAZING COLOUR PACKAGE

e 1/2 HEAD FOILS
e IN SALON LUXURY HAIR
TREATMENT

« « BLOWDRY & FINISH

£60.00

Call 01494 440132

Service excludes Cut. Valid Until 30th September 2023

Wednesday to Saturday , available with Young-Creative Stylists  ° :
T & C's apply, add on £20.00 for long or thick hair
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