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I’s our business so we care.

The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful
estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by
nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent
merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns!

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe
that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be confident
that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way.

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then
contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership.

wyeres.co.uk

Great Missenden
01494 868 000
missenden@wyecountry.co.uk

Hazlemere
01494 711 284
hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk

Lettings High Wycombe
01494 358 358
lettings@wyeres.co.uk

High Wycombe Naphill
01494 451 300 01494 565 555
wycombe@wyeres.co.uk naphill@wyecountry.co.uk

Lettings Great Missenden
01494 864 225
lettings@wyecountry.co.uk

Associated
Park Lane Office
0203 368 8472

Prestwood

01494 868 000
prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk

Stokenchurch
01494 509 377
stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk
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Editorial

The days are getting shorter and Christmas is only a few weeks away. It must be time
for the winter edition of Downley Village News!

With so much trouble and strife in the world, I never cease to be thankful for how
lucky we are, living where we do with the wonderful countryside all around us. Yes of
course Downley is not perfect — idiotic drivers, careless parking, drug taking, all those
empty gas canisters — but it’s so much better than many other people have and I can’t
think of anywhere else I would rather live.

On page 5, we've compiled a list of Christmas events around the village. Hopefully
we've picked up everything, but apologies if we’ve missed any. Please support these local
community events if you can! Some are free but some have a small charge, so check in
their individual editorial or adverts within the magazine or pop in to the pubs for more
information on their events.

Our next edition will be the spring one, which will be out in mid-February. As usual,
we will be delighted to hear from any organisation in Downley (or the surrounding
area) with news or information. You can submit articles via the email address editor@
downley.org. Copy deadline is midday on Sunday 26 January 2025 but please get your
copy in as early as possible as space is limited.

Meanwhile, I wish all Downley residents (and other readers) a peaceful and happy
holiday season and very best wishes for 2025.

Anne, Editor » editor@downley.org
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Looking to get outdoors, meet new people
and improve your health and wellbeing?
Join one of our free, friendly walks and
discover more of the beautiful Chilterns
countryside.

Pick up a leaflet or
scan this QR code
to see the
programme and
find the walks that
are right for you.

Supported by:
.: Community Board

North West
sQ § Chilterns

“.»-'w

Our walks, led by trained
volunteers, take place on
1st Friday & 3rd Wednesday
each month at various
locations across the
Chilterns.

To book a place, email or phone:
walkwithus@nationaltrust.org.uk
01494 755 565

If you don't have access to
transport give us a call.

CaC

Companions

LEARN MORE

01494 578127

WWW. careandcompanlons co.uk

or talk to one of the team

Quality Service, Quality
Carers, Choice and
Great Value

Looking for care or companionship at home for
yourself, a friend or relative. Either for respite or
regular visits?

A few hours per day or per week? Live- in care?

We help you choose your Carer, matching your
requirements and preferences to one of our top
quality, thoroughly screened, trained and insured

Carers.

Examples of support include: Personal care,
housekeeping, trips out, shopping, cooking, pet
care, companionship...

Wf

M 1 SOLUTION FOR ALL YOUR

m PROPERTY SERVICES

All Round Property

-Care Ltd-

OUR SERVICES

1 SOLUTION FOR ALL YOUR

PROPERTY SERVICES

. 01494 355001 www.ar-pe.co.uk i infoilar-pe.co.uk

& AN ot
AWb pysiness

Do you have pests causing damage

or sleepless nights?

Rats, Glis Glis, Mice, Wasps,
Moles, Fleas, Moths,
Pigeons, Insects, etc.

Domestic, commercial,
one off treatments
and service contracts.

07889 624647
Tomcolespestguard@gmail.com
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Christmas BEvents In Downley

For more information, please see individual contributors in the magazine, or
contact them direct. Please note that some events are chargeable.

NOVEMBER

SATURDAY 30

Christmas Bazaar
Chiltern Wood School 2.00 - 6.00 pm

THURSDAY 19

Carols on the Common
Jubilee Green start 6.00 pm

Brass Band and Carols
Le De Spencers Arms 7.30 pm

Christmas Market

Bricklayers Arms 1.00 - 6.00 pm

Christmas Cafe & Grotto
Woodlands Pre-School 2.00 — 4.00 pm

DECEMBER

THURSDAY 12

Downley Descants’
Christmas Concert

St James Church 7.00 pm
SATURDAY 14
Kids’ Christmas Day
Bricklayers Arms

This, That & The Other

(live music)

Le De Spencers Arms 8 pm

FRIDAY 20

Christmas-themed Quiz
Bricklayers Arms 8.00 pm

SATURDAY 21

Beauty & The Beast Kids Panto
Community Centrel0.30am & 1.30 pm

SUNDAY 22

Carol Service
St James Church

TUESDAY 24

Nativity Service
St James Church 4.00 pm

11.00 am

Christmas-Eve Karaoke
Bricklayers Arms 8.00 pm

Communion Service
St James Church 11.00 pm

SUNDAY 15

Christmas Market
Littleworth Road, Hillclimb Garage
10.00 am — 4.00 pm

WEDNESDAY 25

Family Communion Service
St James Church 11.00 am

Celebration Service

Methodist Church 10.00 am
MONDAY 16
Simply Walk Christmas Lunch - .TUESFI‘I\IY 31
Community Centre 11.45 am ng ting or the Beacon
The Common 11.45 pm
Village News ® November 2024 5



SYNERGY

o il
DOWNLEY CLASSES

MONDAYS
War Memorial Hall
7.00pm

WEDNESDAYS
St James Church Hall
9.30am & 10.35am

To book your place or find out more
please contact Karen 07786 567 376

karensynergypilates@gmail.com

Property
D J COleS Services
Professional High Standard
Established in 1999

® Interior & Exterior Decorating

e Paper Hanging

e (Coving

e (arpentry & Kitchen Installations
e Laminate Flooring

® Door Hanging

e General Property Maintenance
& Improvements

Free Estimates « Competitive Rates

M: 07747 783015
E: djcolespropmain@yahoo.com

SESSIONS INCLUDE...

- Posture & Breath Control

- Warming Up / Cooling Down

- Stretching & Strengthening Exercises
- Musical Theatre / Pop// Light Classical

VOCAL COACHING
WITH EMMA BARR

Professional WEST END performer with
extensive industry & teaching experience.

Home Studio in DOWNLEY & AVAILABLE ONLINE
£45.00 per hour / £23.00 per half hour

b

Emma’s teaching style is

confident, engaging and

openly honest, and has
enabled me to gain

Downley Parish Council

It’s taken a long time but the judges’ comments from this year’s

DOWHNLEY
PARISH COUNCIL
TN

best kept village competition have finally come through and there are a lot of positives
within them. Having seen Downley Village News online, the judges commented on
the strong evidence of community and activity within the village. They also mentioned
that people were clearly proud of their private gardens. They were very positive about
the green spaces in the Village such as Jubilee Green, School Close and the Community
Centre. The judges liked the wildflowers that were in bloom in Faulkner Way too.

Opverall, the village came out really well but there were some issues around litter and

weeds which I'm sure won’t surprise many.

Buckinghamshire Council have sent out a reminder about children starting school for the
first time. If you have a child born between 1st September 2020 and 31st August 2021
you should apply online for a school place from 5th November 2024. To do this visit:

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-index/school-admissions/
The closing date for online applications is the 15th January 2025.

Downley Parish Notice Boards
Notices for the Parish notice boards should be
left at the Community Centre. Notices must be
received one month in advance of the event.
Notice boards are updated on the first Thursday of
each month. Please post notices into the letterbox
at the Community Centre clearly marked for the
Clerks attention. Please notify the Clerk if you
have posted a notice at the centre by emailing to
clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

All notices must be for local non profit organisations.
Please ensure that A5 size notices are supplied.

Giles Tandy, Parish Clerk
Clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
STREET LIGHTING
Please report all lighting repairs
to the Parish Clerk

01494 25 77 11
email clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

Include the street name and the
nearest house number, lights cannot

be reported without this information.

Downley Gardening Society

Summer Review

Our autumn show at the beginning of September was a
happy occasion and we were pleasantly surprised by the
number of entries after the wet and cold start to the year!
It was lovely to see so many people who came to view the

should be grown. She also told us how all the plants are
removed at the end of the season and replanted; what a
lot of work!

Dates for your diary:
November meeting in the hall - Monday, 18th November

“Whether you want to LR LRSS displays and stay for the award ceremony. Thank you to . ) " .
: -ute:tn technique, add everyone who took the time to enter and congratulations 2024 - Sandy Primrose will talk about “A Tale of Two Poppies
az;g;:z";ﬂ:;’;zﬁzzjfm 99 Jin to the winners. December meeting in the Church - Monday, 9th
exams or.just gain some more G b We have been on lots of trips this year: Adwell gardens, RHS Decemper 2024 — Top Notes choir followed by a quiz with
vocal ”":f;;‘.lﬁle’“z, 1 w'll";?""de e Wisley, Cambridge Botanical gardens and 2 local gardens. ~ John Willson
ou with fun & rewardin, S B . X . , . .
= singing lessons.” 8 ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ;‘iﬁy October saw the Gardening Society back in St James If you would like to become a member of the Gardening
when my volce i ot _ AN / n hall for a brilliant talk by Carole Petipher titled “Monet’s Society and join our meetings please contact Alison on
- 07779537755 ST g { £ o @ E{ Garden in Giverny” Carole talked about the history of downleygardeningsociety@gmail.com or Julia on 01494
info@thebarracademy.co.uk Patrick el D) . . . . .
5§ e Monet and how he came to own Giverny and how the 447323. Membership costs just £5 single and £8 family per year.

www.thebarracademy.¢0.uk
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French thought that only things that could be eaten

Website - www.downleygardeningsociety.com
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M A HUNT

painting & decorating

FREE ESTIMATES FRIENDLY SERVICE

01494 564998

07775626752
hunt.m6@sky.com

27 saunderton vale high wycombe bucks HP14 4L.J

Emm'ﬁmm —— I\IV:mru

need a little ..

paintwork

Revive! repairs those unpleasant bumper scuffs, eye-sore So call Byron today free on:
damage to your wheels, and those small annoying

scratches on your vehicle. But with Revive! you get more 0800 31 6 6027

than a paint touch-up. You get a lifetime guarantee* on Mobile:

the work we do, a quality professional service and a 07779 325201

pristine looking vehicle.
or visit our website:

£0029 F www.revive-uk.com

“Our lifetimse guarantes is appicabia whils the vehicl

e sy repaired is still undes the customens ownership.

Scratches Alloy wheels

rEUTUEL

s in mabile car care g
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Downley Community Centre

Events
New - A Pantomime in Downley!

Down|ev Community Cenh—e are proud to host. ..

The Centre is delighted to offer the
community a pantomime performed by
a professional touring theatre company.
Two performances are booked for
Saturday 21st December for a 75 minute
show packed solid with comedy, songs,
adventure and audience participation.
You'll find the children cheering along to
the comedy antics of Dusty & Beauty and
booing the mischievous Ferero Rocher.
For times and prices please see poster and
separate advertisement. Places are limited
so first come first served!

Macmillan Cancer Support
Coffee Morning

WORLO'S BIGGEST —— The World’s Biggest
COFFEE 58
morninG (A Coffee Morning for
MACMILLAN

Macmillan Cancer

Support returned to the Centre in

September.
Many thanks
for the large
number of tasty
cakes baked and
donated. Once
again ‘Downley
Wives” worked
really hard with

the organisation and
their efforts were much Downley
appreciated. Community Centre

Another record breaking sum of £545 was
raised which has been topped up to £1000
by a donation from the Centre.

Building Improvements
A new back door near the buggy shelter is
being fitted this autumn.

A major project is expected to gain Council
planning permission shortly. Part of the
Centre’s roof will be fitted with solar
panels. This project has been ongoing for
some time and on completion is expected
to contain escalating energy costs.

The Centre will be closed for a few days
over the Christmas period to allow for the
installation of two new radiators in the
toilets and redecoration of the foyer.

Reminders

All Hirers are politely reminded to turn
the room heating down or off at least 20
minutes before the end of their sessions
as the thick walls are excellent insulators.
Energy costs this year have been the
highest ever whilst hire costs for now are
remaining unchanged.

Car parking spaces are maximised when
vehicles park courteously between the
white painted squares please. These are
being repainted as a reminder. Extra car
parking spaces are available at the rear of
the building. Hirers are requested to ask
their members not to block the side access.

Hirers - the list of regular hirers and groups
at Downley Community Centre is in the
round-up at the end of this magazine.

Downley Old School Management Association
(DOSCA) committee

Village News ¢ November 2024 9



Support your local voluntary Library

Library Christmas and New year closure.

AOOMMUNI)‘. We will be closed from Sunday the 22nd Dec.

w ' p r and will re-open on Monday 6th Jan. 2025

-] = =

r % 3 BOOK DONATIONS

K/ - If you are having a pre Christmas clear out of books,
b please remember we are always very grateful for

any fiction book donations.
They should be less than 3 years old and in good condition.

Downley Community Centre
School Close, Downley HP13 5TR

T: 01494 528133 A very happy Christmas and a peaceful
,l] follow us New Year to all our members and visitors.
see what's new on the shelves
OPEN

WHY NOT VISIT
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

SEARCH Downley Community Library

Monday 10 - 12 noon
Thursday 3 - 5pm
Saturday 10 - 12 noon

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

DOWNLEY PARISH
COUNCIL MEETINGS

Meetings are held
on 2nd Tuesday of the month
at Downley Community Centre,
School Close 7.30pm

Up to 30 minutes are allowed for public questions

Biology Tutor
A level & GCSE
Experienced female tutor
PhD in Biology

13 years teaching experience

Downley Parish Gouncil,
Community Centre School Close,
Downley, HP13 5TR

Excellent track record of
improving students grades

Contact The Clerk can be contacted on
. . 01494 25 77 11
Organise a free, no obhg ation, (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)
get to know you session
Nel Ridgway Tutoring E: clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

www.downleyparishcouncil.org

Nel.Ridgway1@gmail.com
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Downley Common News

Late summer seems a long time ago now
but that was when we started raking up

S

the grass in a couple of the glades in the
north end of the Common, The point of
this is to remove organic matter (ie cut
grass and bracken) from the ground so as
to reduce the amount of nutrients going
back into the soil. Low nutrient levels
favour wildflower species and reduce the
amount of coarse grasses and tall plants
that would otherwise crowd the smaller,
more delicate species. As the raking is
currently a purely manual process, it is
being trialled on a few small areas to start
with. This is likely to be a slow process
so it may be a number of years before we
notice much difference.

The Fireside event took place on 12th
October on Commonside. The event
began with a warm-up by John Willson
who told the story of “When the
Doodlebug came to Downley” which
culminated in a very convincing bang and
a crash. The main event was performed

by Nikki and JD and Lost Dog Dance
and used a combination of song, dance
and acrobatics to tell a simple story

of monsters very loosely based on the
Beowulf saga. There was a good crowd
and the weather stayed fine.

By the time you read this, bonfire night
will have happened but, as of the time
of writing, we are still halfway through
building. Our annual tree-cutting
programme has continued with a couple
more hawthorns along the edge of the
woods to the south of the bonfire site.
This is all part of establishing more
scrub environments along the edge of
the woods as recommended in our latest
management plan which was formally
launched on Saturday 19th October
and can be seen on our website at
https://www.downley.org/community/
downley-common-preservation-society/
management-plan-2024.
As autumn fades into winter, and at the
risk of being premature, we would like to
wish all our readers a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year.

Bill Thompson.

Downley Common Preservation Society.

Down[ey Community Centre are proud to host. ..

Saturday 215 De

75 min

Children £7.50

Village News ¢ November 2024 11



Le De Spencers Arms

Make the Le De your local refreshment stop. Inside you will find a warm,
friendly atmosphere with an open fire, low ceilings and rustic beams.
Outside is a large attractive garden with a patio, prettily planted arbour
and a safe children’s play area. Booking advisable at this time!

01494 535317
sarah@ledespencersarms.co.uk | www.ledespencersarms.co.uk

Keep up with what's on and download our menu on our website. ﬁ
Plus share chat and photos on our facebook page LeDeSpencersArms

G|l it e

Led by WEST END Professional, Emma'B

12 Village News ¢ November 2024

Healthcare News from the Pharmacy

We have had a few months of changes
recently with more expected in coming
months. Firstly we said good bye to Sonja
at the end of August. Sonja stepped in
temporarily six years ago but has now
retired, although is working through

her “to do “ list. A big thank you to all
who sent contributions for her retirement
pot which was split between the Air
Ambulance and Stokenchurch Dog
Rescue according to her wishes. She was
touched (and surprised ) by the many
good wishes received. Her position as
delivery person is now being shared by
Bindi and Phil who have settled well into
the system and are starting to get to know
folks on the round as they re-visit them.

Louise has returned to us from Canada
although has not yet decided for how
long as, other commitments permitting,
she wants to return having had such

a great time whilst away. Silunya, our
student, will be coming to the end of her
placement in December at which point
we will need to decide if a permanent
role can be sorted for her. We will also be
using some different relief pharmacists as
some of our current pool have moved on
to other things.

Community pharmacy as a whole is
continuing to struggle with funding from
the NHS, drug availability and costs.
Reimbursement by NHS does not always
match the price we have to pay. Currently
there is no proper funding agreement for
service fees and the like in place as our
five year contract has come to an end. The
new one has hardly been discussed let
alone an agreement reached.

Extra services for which we are paid a

service charge are vital to our business
income. One such service is Pharmacy
First where patients can either come to us
directly or be referred to us by GPs and
111. Currently the seven conditions are
acute sore throat, sinusitis, earache (for
under 17s), simple UTT females 16-64,
impetigo, shingles, and infected insect
bites. Where treatment is inappropriate,
advice is given with or without the sale of
over the counter remedies, or the patient
can be escalated for urgent care by GP or
out of hours services.

Here is recent feedback received after one
such consultation.

“I had been suffering from a painful and
annoying rash around my waistline for a
couple of days, and suddenly suspected that
it could be a case of shingles which I knew
needed prompt treatment. What do I do? I
considered the options - a lengthy phone call
to the GP to get an appointment (hopefully
that same day) or a call to 111, and again
wait for a recommendation of where to get
treatment. The best option I decided was
the short trip to Downley Pharmacy where
I regularly collect my repeat medication.
Within 20 minutes I had been given a
positive diagnosis by Fiona, a prescription
written, supplied and was on my way home
with a week’s supply of antiviral tablets.

As an 82 year old I was very thankful that
they worked well, stopped the virus from
spreading more widely and helped speed up
the recovery from discomfort and pain which
1 knew could persist for a long time if not
treated correctly”

Praise indeed for prompt and effective
help when needed, also freeing up GP

time for more complex appointment

Village News ¢ November 2024 13



Personalised

Learning
Tuition Services

Currently offering private tuition
and home schooling for KS1 and
KS2 pupils of all abilities and
needs.

Based in Downley, | am an
experienced: Head Teacher,
Deputy Head and SENCO.

Please contact me to discuss how
| can best support you in meeting
your child’s needs.

Phone: 07765248736

highwycombetutor@gmail.com
www.highwycombetutor.com

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
SIX GENERATIONS OF SERVICE

Head Office

Flackwell Heath High Wycombe
24 White Pit Lane 891 London Road
Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572
Beaconsfield Marlow
32 Gregories Road 21-23 Little Marlow Road

Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01628 898866
Farnham Common
4 The Broadway
Tel: 01753 535556

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals
Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

EEEE 24 Hour Service
I-|i| ] www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

MyBuilder...

Checskatrade.com

Now offering
in punnersmp it

kandoo

Boiler Installations
Full System Installs
Vaillant Specialist

info@poseidonheating.co.uk

www.poseidonheating.co.uk

Professional, reliable plumbing
& heating services

Kamco 90 Powerflush

Gas Work & Certification Vented
Unvented Specialist Servicing
Qualified & Insured
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needs. I would urge as many as possible
to engage with the recently launched
NHS survey and highlight what we can
do as pharmacies to input into the NHS
which needs to change to move forward
as population grows and health needs
become more costly and challenging.

I will conclude by wishing all a Happy

Christmas with best wishes for the New
Year. Please allow good time for your GP
and ourselves to process your medication
requests in the lead up to the festive
break. We will be open usual hours on
all days except Sundays, Christmas Day,
Boxing Day and New Years Day.

Fiona and all the team

v 'Ihe Downley School 7 ™

TRL

“Learning, Growing and Succeeding Together” \ y

It’s been a great first half term for this
academic year. Our new teachers and
reception children have settled in well
and our school is going from strength to
strength. Any visitors comment on how
lovely the school is, how friendly staff are
and how well behaved the children are.

One visitor
we have had
this half term
{ was author
Ruth Quayle
- for workshops
in creative writing. In the short time we
had, a couple of our passionate writers
came up with some inspiring poetry...

Open Days

for September 2025 Reception Intake

Open Days will be held on the
following dates
from 0900-1030 hours:

Wednesday 6th November 2024
Tuesday 26th November 2024

Thursday 12th December 2024

Please call the School Office on

01494 527033 or email office@

thedownleyschool.co.uk if you
would like to attend.

The school
council
also hand-
delivered
our One
Can Trust
collections and learnt about what a

big team of people it takes to support
our community. We had a lot of great
questions for the team and have left
with a much better understanding of the
importance of our school collections.

This year we are focusing on improving
outcomes in writing. We also maintain
our drive on mental arithmetic and
this year are part of the maths hub —
mastering number project.

We value outdoor learning at TDS — all
children have been enjoying autumn in a
forest school classroom and we have started
making changes to our lunchtime play.

Our school choir have a few exciting
events lined up which we look forward to
documenting in the next edition.
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Methodist Church

It was so good to see so many people at
our 200th anniversary service in July,
which included relatives of those who
have memorial stones on the chapel
walls, past ministers and villagers.
Thoughts are now turning towards our
last event in our anniversary year. On
Saturday 23rd November we invite you
to join us for a coffee concert between
10-12noon. This informal concert with
an Autumnal theme will be performed
by myself and local friends and will also
include a chance for those present to join
a singalong. Why not enjoy a hot drink
whilst listening to music in the chapel.

The music will last about an hour, but
you can come and go as you wish. Both
refreshments and music are free but we
welcome donations towards the valuable
work that goes on at ‘Growing Hope’, a
charity providing therapies for children
that operates out of St James’ church in
Downley. We look forward to seeing you.

On Saturday 7th December we will be
carol singing in the Eden Centre. Join
us outside Sketchers/Black Sheep Coffee
between 1 and 4 pm and help us to raise
money for Action for Children.

Our Christmas Day celebration service
will be at 10.00 am. All are welcome!

Simply Walk

We are now regularly running three grades
of walk. Level 1 on Thursdays at 11.00 am
for 50 minutes around the village. avoiding
the steep slopes and the rough terrain of
the longer walks; Level 2 also on Thursdays
at 11.00 am for one hour which includes
some slopes and rough paths but no stiles;
Level 3 on Mondays at 10.00 am which is
90 minutes and also includes slopes and
paths and goes a bit further into the local
countryside. All meet at the Community
Centre and finish there for a cup of tea

or coffee and biscuits! Plenty of room for
everyone, so come and join us; just turn up
10 minutes before the start of the walk and
speak to a leader in a yellow jacket.

We had a very successful Summer Lunch
at the Le De Spencers Arms on Downley
Common. it is an annual event and 25 of
us walked and sat in the sunshine having
a pre-ordered lunch and lots of chat
accompanied by a few drinks. We were
joined by a few past regular walkers and

Smply Walk
very nice it was to see them!
And thinking of festivities,
Christmas is around the corner and we
are just beginning to plan our annual
Christmas Event. On Monday 16th
December at 11.45 (after the Monday
walk) we will be having a simple buffet
lunch with wine and soft drinks,
Christmassy music from a local music
group and the opportunity to wish each
other a very merry Christmas. It’s still in
the planning stage, so further details can
be found on the notice boards nearer the
time. So if you are a current walker or a
past walker or just thinking about joining
us, look out for the tickets which will be on
sale early November.
In the mean time, we will be out walking
in this variable autumn weather, kicking
the leaves as we walk through the
woods.....at least that’s what we hope to
be doing!

Jeanne Steward
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Chiltern Wood School Chat

We have had a busy start to the school
year and have had lots of visitors to our
Downley site. In September we also
opened a third site, which is currently

a temporary measure to support the
request for additional places for special
schools. We have worked closely with
the Local Authority to make the new site
at the former Mary Towerton School in
Studley Green suitable for our pupils. We
currently have two classes there with the
plan to increase to four classes over time.

Coral
Department
have been

looking

at ‘people
who help
us’ and the
visitors to

our site have
included the
police and
fire brigade.
We all got to come and have a look at the
fire truck and use the hose.

We finished the last day of the half term
in October with a Pumpkin Competition.
Each class entered a pumpkin and Una-
Lynne (Deputy Head) judged them. She
said it was incredibly difficult to decide,
but eventually she selected Ruby Class
pumpkin as the winner.

We are becoming regular
visitors to Tesco with
several classes heading
there each week to buy
items to use in recipes
that they cook back in school. A huge
thank you to all the staff who have been
so supportive and helpful. We are also
building a lovely link with The Heights;
we will update you with more next issue.

C lllh(‘ln Wood School

RISTMAS
BAZAAR

CHILTERN Wo0D SCHOOL
FAULKNER WAY
POWNLEY
HP12 SHB

n

i .r-Aln;;o::i{;m;. %P\ “\;?
r% S avemon. (2

e

SANTASGROTTO
HOT FOOD

' 4

‘r , ANDMUCHMUCH MORE
L »

30TH NOVEMBER2-6PM

Finally, we would like to invite the local
community to our Christmas Bazaar

which will be held on Saturday 30th

November from 2 pm to 6pm.

Rachel Chapman
Headteacher
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100 MUS:

O,

Join Elvan (and Maggie Moo) for weekly mulfi-sensory musical fun,
We sing, we dance and we play using instruments, props, puppefs,
lights and everyone’s favourite ., bubbles!

Contact Elvan; 07360 745 26d
elvan@moo-music co.uk * moo-music co.ukfhwmb

Friday mornings at Downley Community Centre

SUTTONS

Property Maintenance

All General Maintenance Works Carried Out

Painting & Decorating - internal & External
Wall & Floor Tiling Plumbing
Minor Roof Repairs All Types of Fencing
Blocked Drains Gutters Replaced/Cleared

Patio Specialists including Porcelain Patios
Decking

Call Trevor today for a free estimate, no obligation

01494 638953 07754948 743

suttonsproperty@aol.com « www.facebook.com/suttonsproperty
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Downley Evening Women’s Institute

It’s definitely feeling like autumn now
and we’re heading into Christmas so
plans are being made for our various
Christmas activities.

Before that though we've had some really
good speakers at our monthly meetings,
with Simon Cains telling us about the
local North Family furniture, and Anna
Conti about her life making stained

glass items including windows for the
great and the good. She also brought
along some of her smaller items for us to
admire and maybe purchase. Some of our
members were so keen they are thinking
of attending one of her workshops.

Our October meeting gave us some very
useful information regarding preparing
your car for winter, courtesy of Hillclimb
Garage, and also Paul Turner provided an
insight into the history and current use of
Wycombe’s Almshouses.

Welcome to

In between our monthly
meetings we've also met [h EWI
for lunch and shopping

at Haddenham Garden INSPIRING WOMEN
Centre, as well as a walk around High
Wycombe following the Heritage Trail
leaflet.

The November meeting will be our AGM
when a new committee will be formed to
take us through the coming year. Our
annual Christmas craft stall will also be
at this meeting and in December we have
our usual mulled wine and mince pies
evening in aid of charity.

We meet every second Tuesday at 7.45pm
at St James Church and are always happy
to welcome new members, but if you

would like to find out more about us first
then do contact dewipresident@gmail.com.

Heather Read

C=FFEE
~- STOP

Every Monday Morning

except Bank Holidays

10.30am - 12.30pm

@ St James Church Hall, Downley
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Clubs Societies Schools - Promote your event here for FREE!

Join us
Zh#4 )\ every week
Smply Welk/ for walks in
your local
Downley countryside

A chance to meet new friends and feel good!

MONDAY 10am for a 1%2 hour walk

11am for either the 1 hour

THURSDAY [evel 2 walk or shorter level 1 walk
all walks meet and finish at the
Community Centre with tea/coffee after
ALL WALKS HAVE A TRAINED LEADER
AND BACK MARKER - Walk at your own pace

NEW WALKERS MUST COMPLETE
AN ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM
Contact Simply Walk on 07802 260812,

email simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
or visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk

DOWNLEY
BRIDGE CLUB

meet every Thursday
at the Downley Community Centre
from 7-10 15pm.

We are a small friendly club and all
standards of players are welcome with
or without a partner. Our club would
be ideal for those who play bridge but
are hesitant in taking the next step and
joining a club.

email: syme.pat@gmail.com
phone: 01494 530558
www.bridgewebs.com/downley

D

Girlguiding

Downley Brownies and Guides
would welcome new members

Downley Guide & Scout Centre, Coates Lane HP13 5UX
Tuesdays
5-10 years from 5.30pm until 6.45pm
Guide aged Girls from 10 years from 7pm until 8.30pm

Girls take what they do in guiding with them, as they grow up.
Everything from working in a team, to taking the lead, to
speaking out on issues they care about. It helps them develop
the skills and confidence to become the young women they
want to be, and to make a difference to the world around them.

For more information or to Register please visit
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child/
Or contact
Margaret Stagg / Janet Smith
jansmith1611@gmail.com « margaretstagg75@gmail.com

Wy combe
Concert -
Bando

Ne
Has vacancies i

for all players of brass 4
and woodwind instrument.

Any standard welcome

Subscription £40 per term

Call/text Bill Thompson on
07989 748654

]
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Downley Descants

COME AND JOIN US (Downley Descants that is)

Here we are in
Autumn 2024 when
(given dark nights,
wet weather and
worrying world
news) we might be

In the words of one of our songs
‘You raise me up’

If you want to stand on mountains,

10 walk on stormy seas,

You will be strong upon our shoulders,
We'll raise you up to more than you can be.

to your great local
Downley and wider
community.

Just visit: heep://
downleydescants.org.
uk and come along

feeling a little low.
However, it is the best time to think and
act positively and healthily.

What better time to join an inspirational
local choir? Not just any ordinary choir,
(drum roll ...) but Downley Descants.

A mixed male/female four voice part,
inspirational community choir.

So while we get our Covid, Flu and RSV
jabs, why not help your hearts, lungs and
minds? Science proves beyond all reasonable
doubt that singing, particularly with others,
is physically and mentally beneficial.

Why? Well because it is: emotional,
powerful, uplifting, shared, fun,
evocative, friendly, supportive, bonding,
surprising, beguiling, intriguing,
sometimes tear jerking, empathetic, but
always smile raising and fund raising
for deserving local charitable causes.
Oh yes! And you get to sing a fabulous
all-inclusive repertoire of great songs
from, for example: Les Miserables to the
Muppets, Coldplay to Christina Perrie,
Fields of Gold to the Holly and the Ivy.

So! Come on ladies and gentlemen. You

don’t need to read music but you will get
unparalleled tuition and encouragement
from our fantastic musical team and the
chance to benefit from and give back

for a taster session.
You will be made most welcome.

We have two upcoming performances.
The first will be singing with residents

of the Heights Care Home on Monday
18th November and then our wonderful
festive and fun Christmas Concert on
Thursday 12th December at St James
Church from 7 pm. We look forward to
seeing and singing for you.

Jonathan (Tenor)

<
ke X

O\ US Fop ,

W oncert

R
SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER "
10AM - 12NOON
MUSIC FROM 10:30 f
Ill .
4 P
0%;:"/ ,';Ji;y.', d'%:

f 4

BTt A )
- ‘RACHAEL & FRIENDS'

o Autumnal Music and Singalong

t:j’ 00 DOWNLEY METHODIST CHURCH
‘2‘ MOOR LANE HP13 5YP
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enjoyed and not dreaded.

* KS5 Biology.

Jill = Tutor

11 + Tutoring and Mock Tests

Students learn topics and skills they will need whatever school they move on to following the
selection exam, and they maximise their academic potential both in exams and in school work.

Mock tests give students a chance to acclimatise to exam taking and to learn that exams are to be

* Literacy and numeracy help for all ages.

* KS3/4 Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Maths.

Resident in Downley, I am a science graduate, a qualified
teacher and a mum.

To discuss your needs please text me;

Jill: 0773 860 99 44

Hall for Hire

in Downley

St James Church Hall, Plomer Hill HP13 5NB

For regular bookings or special occasions

- (atering Kitchen

« Modern building in a quiet, convenient
location behind St James Church.

« (an accommodate up to 100 persons

« Alarge on-site car park

« 3toilets, including one that is wheelchair
accessible

For more details please see the website at
www.stjamesdownley.org.uk
or contact Hilary Perowne
at hilmad1842@gmail.com
or Telephone - 07973 770180

SAILINE )

Electrical Services

Reliable, local electrician with
15 years experience.

All domestic / commercial
works undertaken.

Y Complete rewires

} Consumer units / fuseboard upgrade
\ Small works / fault finding

\ Outdoor lighting

A New build 1% & 2" fix

Ryan Stockton
E: ryan@skylineelectrical.co.uk

Tel: 07805 926329
\_ X

Pe =
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Winter 2024

Wal, wot a funny ole year its bin eh? Arfter last year’s heat wave,
wal what a difference, rain and cold and dark, I'd forgotten wot
sunshine looked like eh! Wal, wot about yor tommy toes? Mine
woz orlright after my talkin to em, (I mentioned that in my
larst JH). They then reddend up, in the greenhouse, but mates
of mine reckons that theirs never did, at orl, but mine woz a bit _
warmer in the greenhouse. Victorian gardeners called greenhouses B
‘glass houses’, wot do you call em? Anyway some good news, I had an awesum crop of
Pumbkins and Turks Turbans, and Black Beauty courgettes.

So how woz yor spuds? If you've not got the space try my black bag method, ( see
previous J.H.). Plant em in compost in black bags and if you gets yor timing right you'll
get a crop at Christmas. Anyway mine woz excellent, the rain helped, ‘Rattes” especially,
little salad spuds, nothing like saying to yor luved one “I've got sum luvly rattes for you”
ha ha, hmmm, “Not funny” ses Mrs H, she’s not one for that sort of joke!

Then wot about my bio-diversity re wildin narrer beds up the plot? Wal wot with orl that
rain they’ve really gorn wild, teasels taller than me and them luvly mulleins too, but none
of them catterpillers munchin em up, where have they gone, too wet and cold I reckons.

Christmas soon...Wot! By the time you gets these wise words it'll be nearly there.
“Wise words, wot!” ses Mrs H, “The only time he ses anything wise is when he offers
to do the washing up”. Wal wot to do in the gardin and up the plot? Get yor spring
bulbs in, as you knows I likes them little daffy dills, “Tete a Tete’ you knows the ones,
‘Head to Head’, my French cousin tells me that’s wot it means, wal that’s about the
only useful information he comes up with. Anyway buy a few packets and scatter them
about, natural like, plant em an inch or so deep, they’ll be luvly if the squirrels don’t get
em. Then how about sum of them luvly black tulips, plant close together in a big pot,
in rich compost, Mrs H luvs them, perhaps that’ll get her in a better mood eh? Then a
bit of tidying in the garden and plot, not too much, leave sum old leaves and stuff to
shelter the plants and give them birds summat to do lookin for slugs and snails. And
of corse I've had that luvly stove a’goin, nothing like it to philosophise in front of it,
planning next years plantin, “Getting in the way as usual” ses Mrs H, “up the plot he’s
out of my way, roll on summer and I can have the house back”. Wal’ she does go on...

Then in France my French cousin Jean d’Artichoke will be force feedin his geese to get

goose liver pate, his Christmas speciality. Wot does the French RSPB think of that eh?

I reckons I've filled up my DVN space so I'll wish you otl a great Christmas, and don’t forget
the Garden Club Christmas Quiz on December 9th for a bit of Christmas spirit, so.. ..

Cheerio and a’bientot, see you in 2025. Wot, next year orl ready, makes you think eh!
J. H. Sent from my iSpade
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® LITTLEWORTH CHRISTMAS
HILLCLIMB MARKET - SUNDAY 15™ DEC 2024

10 AM - 4PM

Hillclimb Garage News

Four Time UK Garage of the Year Winners

Christmas is coming and Talking Automotive with Downley WI >

Hillclimb Crowned UK Garage of the
Year for 4th year running

Having gone
through a rigorous
entry and audit
process eatlier

in the year and
making it through
to the finals of the
prestigious British Independent Garage of the
Year Awards 2024 at the Birmingham Hilton
in September, we were beyond thrilled to have
won UK Large Independent Garage of the
Year! These prestigious awards included many
of the best garages across the UK and were
judged by experts from the industry.

We are so proud of our amazing team,
which has now won SIX awards, including
UK Garage of the Year, four years running,
Customer Service and Community
Engagement winners.

Thank you to our lovely customers for your
continued support and encouragement and,
of course, to our incredible team for your
tremendous commitment and the fantastic
work you continue to provide, which has
made these achievements possible.

Littleworth Road Christmas Market
Sunday 15th December

It’s back and it’s
bigger than ever!
We are delighted
to once again

host the popular

Road Christmas
Market, which
=3 is being held

on Sunday 15th
1 December.

A fabulous array of Christmas Gifts, Arts,

Crafts and Goodies available, together with
some yummy food and treats stalls. Santa has
also promised that he will find time in his
busy schedule to drop by with his Elves!

The Market will open 10:00am until 4:00pm
and will be raising funds for the Wycombe
Food Hub Charity, so do please come along
and support this lovely community event,
where there is sure to be something for
everyone. See you there!

Hillclimb talks Automotive with WI

We were delighted to attend a recent evening
meeting of Downley Women’s Institute

(W1I). Our main topic of conversation was

to provide advice on how to prepare your
vehicle ahead of the winter months, including
checking our tyres, wipers, screen wash, lights
and coolant levels. We also talked about how
Hillclimb can offer a full Winter Health
Check, which includes a detailed video report
on the health of your 12V battery.

Emma, from our customer service team and

a director of Hillclimb, spoke about how
women are now taking on more management
and technical roles in the automotive industry
and how we are encouraging more young
females to look at the sector as a career choice.

Tom, our workshop manager and electric
vehicle master technician, had an excellent
discussion with the members around how
electric vehicles need to be better promoted
to women by the manufacturers and some of
the benefits available with ownership of an
electric or hybrid vehicle.

As always, we finish with a huge thank you
to everyone who continues to support us. As
your local, independent garage we, in turn,
are here to support you and maintain your
vehicle to the highest standards.

Whatever the reason, we are here

SERVICE — REPAIR — SUPPORT - ADVICE

o et
=& T

Women's Football
Thursdays
B.45pm - 7.45pm

Men’s Football
Fridays
B30pm-2.25pm
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE

Sunday 10th November at 3pm
Downley War Memorial Hall

High Street, Downley

ALL WELCOME
We will be collecting for The Poppy Appeal

LT

Downley Wine and Beer Club

and from Mexico. The “Viva Mexico”
evening was particularly memorable with
many members entering into the spirit of
the evening by wearing Mexican themed
attire as shown on the photograph. We
sampled Mexican beer and wine and
learnt the difference between tequila and
mescal whilst sampling Mexican food.

The club now has 50 members and
meetings regularly attract 35+ which
results in a convivial atmosphere, if
sometimes we find ourselves a little
cramped in the Beech Room at the
community centre.

Our meetings in May and June before
the summer recess featured country
themed tastings of drinks from Cyprus
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The annual summer barbeque at the

beginning of July was well attended and
the weather was kind to us if a little chilly
once the sun had set. Our summer recess
also included a social evening at the Le
De Spencers Arms. As usual Mark and
Sarah and their staff did an excellent

job of providing us with pub grub and

a selection of beers and wines. Members
also participated in the Downley
Gardening Society’s annual show with
plenty of entries in the homemade wine
and beer classes.

The autumn programme commenced in
September with a tasting of wines from
Laithwaites and Majestic, that was very
popular and well attended, and continued
in October with a tasting of Portuguese
wines that included crisp Vinho Verde
from the North and fruity reds from the
Lisbon region.

We have continued in our endeavours to

(8
oodland Pre-g
“‘i‘f‘:,gh\ﬁ CAFE ANp é;:,ﬂof
R 1
SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER 2024
Z2PM TIL 4PM

HOMEMADE CAKES = HOT AND COLD DRINKS -
SAMTA'S GROTTD - CHRIGTMAS RAFFLE - TOMBOLA AND MORE!
COME AND FEEL THE CHRESTMAS CHEER!

THE WOODLAND PRE-SCHOOL
THE GUIDE & SCOUT CENTRE, COATES LANE,
DOWHNLEY, HP13 5UX
01494 521953

support local pubs with social evenings
that included a return mini pub crawl
to the three pubs in West Wycombe,
and separate visits to the Dashwood
Roadhouse and Bricklayers Arms.

The year will conclude with our

AGM in November with a tasting of
beverages produced by our neighbours
in Berkshire and the Christmas Party
which is being held again at High
Wycombe Cricket Club.

You don’t have to be a wine buff or real
ale drinker to join the club where our aim
is to enjoy wine, beer, and other beverages
in an informal and social setting. So if
you would like more information, please
email downleywinebeer@gmail.com or
follow us on Facebook https://tinyurl.
com/DownleyWBClub

Richard Armitage - DWBC Secretary

X Dl g

wish you a very

Come and join us this Christmas for

Thursday 19 December 6.30pm

meet 6pm at Jubilee Green (opposite Co-Op)
going via School Close to the Common to sing at 6.30
Followed by mulled wine, mince pies etc at the Memorial Hall
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UK GARAGE OF THE YEAR WINNERS — 2023, 2022 & 2021

Your Award Winning — Friendly — Independent Garage in Downley

50% Off Your MOT- 066

*Normal MOT Price £54.85

When booked with any Service

ALL VEHICLES WASHED
& SANITISED

VIDEO EVIDENCE OF
ALL WORK

HILLCLIMB

We will Collect &
Deliver Your Car

Complimentary
Courtesy Cars

N
“agy o™
MOT | Service | Electric & Hybrid | Tyres | Repairs
. ' 17 Littleworth Road, Downley, HP13 5XF

01494 444481

- www.hillclimbgarage.co.uk
servicemanager@hillclimbgarage.co.uk

P.K. STROY

QUALITY BUILDER

07876 254 131
peter.stroy@btinternet.com

EXTENSIONS  BRICKWORK  REFURBISHMENTS
BATHROOMS  PATIOS ~ KITCHENS
DRIVEWAYS  PROJECT MANAGEMENT

www.peterstroy.co.uk
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News from St James Church

Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and
right. Think about things that are pure and
lovely, and dwell on the fine, good things in
others. Think about all you can praise God for
and be glad abour.” Philippians 4:8

My Ukrainian friend Mira, who is 8,
came round with her grandmother the
other day. On her way she had collected
some autumn leaves which she gave me,

a bright bunch of different shades. I said
how lovely the colours of Autumn are; she
said “T love all the seasons” and we then
talked about the beautiful aspects of all
the different seasons.

I was reflecting on this afterwards and the
ability that children have to see the good
in every situation and to focus on the
positives of the moment. Mira has been
through some very difficult experiences

in her young life and has not seen her
father for two and a half years, but she
has settled into life here really well, her
English is now excellent and she enjoys
school and engages in all that she does
each day with joy.

Instead of focusing on the positive things
around us, we worry about the cold and
our heating bills. Of course, as adults,

we are aware of the difficulties that some
people are experiencing including whether
to switch on their heating or feed their
families. More widely, we are worried by
those caught up in the trauma of conflict
and war in the Ukraine and the Middle
East. However, it is all too easy for those
concerns to swamp our minds, so we lose
the ability to gaze in wonder at the beauty
of Autumn or to enjoy simple pleasures

like a cup of tea and chat with a good
friend.

As we move towards winter with its
long dark nights it can make us feel low.

Developing an ‘attitude
of gratitude’, consciously 7 ,iwes cuuren
thinking each day about

the things we can be thankful for, can
really help to lift our mood and shift our
focus.

At St James we have many different events
and activities happening in the months

ahead:

We have a quiz night on
/<. Friday 15th November,
¢/ you can buy
- tickets at www.
growinghope.org.
uk/events

On Sunday 17th November at 3pm we
have our annual service to remember
those who we have lost in recent years.
Everyone is welcome to come along.

Then as Christmas ~ E™ vy
approaches we : '
have Carols on

the Common on
Thursday 19th
December , meeting
at 6pm on Jubilee Green and finishing
on the common with mulled wine

and mince pies in the Memorial Hall.
Our Carol service is 11am on Sunday
22nd December and we have a nativity
service at 4pm on Christmas Eve, and
a Communion service at 11pm, as well
as a Family Communion at 11am on
Christmas Day.

In the meantime we have our coffee pop-
in every Thursday morning from 10.30-
12.30 which is always a relaxing time for
a chat and catch up with others from the
Downley community. Do come along,
we’d love to see you.

Heather Graham, Vicar of St James
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ALTEA

BEAUTY ROOMS

For all beauty and holistic treatments in
a relaxing and friendly environment
Facials = Massage * Reflexology

* Manicures * Pedicures
Gel nalls * Waxing ¢ Tinting
* Spray tans
Spend £40 or over and get
£5 off with this advert.

Late evenings available

01494 528285

HIGH STREET « DOWNLEY
HIGH WYCOMBE « BUCKS HP13 5X)
www.alteadownley.com * info@alteadownley.com

L
natalic Jancy

NATALIE JANE
DANCE SCHOOL

Welcoming children aged 2-18
to a well established dance school.

CLASSES AVAILABLE IN DOWNLEY,

CHINNOR, LACEY GREEN AND
MONKS RISBOROUGH

07855 296242

www.njdance.co.uk

FOR YOUR ENTIRE DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS NEEDS,
FROM REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE TO COMPLETE INSTALLATION.

* Additional socket outlets
* Fuse board upgrades
* Full electrical installations & rewires

s Electrical installation condition reports (EICR)
formerly known as “periodic inspection report”

* Gas boilers, cookers & fires

* Plumbing & Heating installation & repairs

 Full Bathroom suites

= Kitchen installations

* Fully qualified & compliant to 18™ Edition IEE regs.

* Part P approved for domestic installation & repair work

Contact us on

01494 443445

“We're a small company with a big heart”

ELECTRICAL, GAS &
PLUMBING SERVICES

INSTALLATION * SERVICING = REPAIR

Visit our website www.tlcdyou.biz

44 The Pastures, Downley, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 5LY
= =
=z | TRUST | ez Enn=
pomesTic o MARK APPROVED ——
INSTALLER Government Endorsed Standard CONTRACTOR | (o oo 563265
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Downley Cricket Club

Thanks to huge support from our
cricketers and friends, and especially High
Wycombe CC who fielded a coaches’ team
and a Ladies’ team, our Annual President’s
Day on the Sunday of the August Bank
Holiday was a great success, with plenty
of fun and laughter, a kids’ bouncy castle,
a bar and BBQQ that did a roaring trade,
interspersed with some good cricket. The
weather too was good until the final with
Charlie’s Fine Legs beating Awais’ Leg
Side Legends quite comfortably in the
encroaching gloom. Overall a fun day

out for all the family and many thought

it was the most enjoyable such event they
could remember. A huge credit goes to the
organisers for putting the event together.

Our association with HWCC has been

a success this season, with them using
Downley’s pitch and facilities. During the
week this has enabled some of their many
junior teams to play matches and on the
alternate Saturdays their adult social team
to play occasional games. There has also
been HWCC ladies using the ground for
practice. All of this is great to see. HWCC
had kindly extended a welcome to us to use
their excellent net practice facilities — and
refreshments at the bar - on the London
Road, which many of us accepted, to
sharpen up before the weekend’s matches.

With the League structure having been
changed, Downley found ourselves in

the very tough First Division of the

league, with every match a challenging
assignment. Through articles in DVN and
word-of-mouth, we had several enthusiastic
—and personable - players joining
Downley, some returning to cricket after a
few years’ break. Despite this, we competed
well, notching up some outstanding
victories. Returning former-young-gun-

now-father Aaron made 62
against Lacey Green before
a “mankad” dismissal by
the opposing skipper, which
wasn't popular. In the same game Rajat
‘Virat Kohli’ Khator made a classy 63 and
James ‘Melton’ Beavis captured 5 wickets
for only 30 runs. Graham ‘Boycs’ Swales
took 3 catches to secure Downley’s win,
and finished the season with a magnificent
haul of 30 wickets with his mesmerising
flight and guile, on one occasion taking 6
wickets for 27 runs and two catches.

In the last league game against a determined
Whitchurch attack, run-machine Pete
‘Ledge’ Stone put on 96 for the first wicket
with Ben ‘Medals’ Alsop who accelerated

on to record his first century (a quite
magnificent 110 off 84 balls, smashing

18 fours and 4 sixes), almost taking us to
victory in deteriorating light.

But there were also many losses; but keen
to improve skills, several Downley players

have taken up specialist coaching arranged
through a HWCC contact.

Cricket on the Common would not be
possible without the consistent hard-work
of Den Cox maintaining the outfield and
the enthusiastic groundsmen maintaining
the wicket. Also our support team of
Mandy Aitken scoring (often patiently
guiding young opposition scorers), and
John Hughes umpiring, week-after-week
throughout the season, generously giving
up countless Summer Saturday afternoons.

Downley also said a fond farewell to the
outstanding and ever-popular Martin
Birkett, batting superstar, cheerful club
servant, and painstaking groundsman, who
with his wife Sarah has moved back to the
North. They will be sorely missed, and we
wish them the very best for the future.
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BANQULT
NIGRT

£14.95

2 STARTER, 2 MAIN, 1 SIDE, 1 RICE & 1 NAN
Finish With Coffee / Tea /lce Cream

Minimum 2 person required

King prawn or house special dishes extra £3

5 Shmmmg World

Contact your local Slimming World Consultant
and join a warm and friendly group today!

FIND US AT
VIBE CHURCH
EVERY TUESDAY

930am 5308 7pm
Contact Caroline Contact Kerry

07841 644 120 07887 567264

cS/mmu /

My

Minis

playgroup

Mondays during term-time 9.30-11.15am

£2 per family (cash and card accepted)

Downley Community Centre,
School Close, Downley, HP13 5TR

« A chance for local parents and carers to meet and for
babies and toddlers to make new friends!

» Seasonal arts and
« Reading corner

crafts

* Hot and cold refreshments and snacks for everyone
« Baby changing facilities

« Free car parking
« Drop-ins welcome

Follow our page on Facebook — search for “Monday Minis”
Or Instagram — search for “Downley Monday Minis”

Contact Sam: downleymondayminis@&gmail.com

ff\,NO)\lng SAQ;’
#SVitastethefreedom .:u
© ¥ @ slimmingworld.co.uk touchlng hearts, changmg lives .
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Jop Notes,

Preparations are well under way for our
Charity Christmas Concert this December
and we already can’t wait! This season we
are raising funds for the Chiltern Music
Academy and specifically the Trevor
Steventon Memorial Fund which helps
disadvantaged children & young people
to continue to learn their instruments.
We hope you can join us at St Andrew’s
Church on Monday 2nd December at
7:15pm - tickets are now available via
Eventbrite website - search for Top Notes
Choir.

We will once again be joined by the
wonderful High Wycombe Salvation

“There’s magic in the air
this evening...”

Army Brass Band with carols for all to
join in with and, of course, mulled wine
and mince pies in the interval!

In case you can’t make it but would

still like to see us perform, we will be
performing in John Lewis, High Wycombe
on Sunday 1st December from 3:00pm

- 4:00pm as well as entertaining the
residents at 7he Heights as usual and a
couple of other private parties.

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch

via our social media channels or email
topnotestunes@gmail.com - we’d be
happy to hear from you and we hope to
see you soon!

we are

cyclin

The cyclists’ champion U K

Chiltern Cycling is the new name for the
Chiltern Hills Cycling UK group. We
continue to offer both led rides and coffee
pots every Sunday with the focus on
welcoming new members.

There are a variety of different length rides
along with coffee stops all taking place

on quiet routes in the countryside that
surrounds our local area. Winter means
we enjoy shorter rides with coffee stops
offering warm inside space with most
rides returning to the start point.

There is something for everyone of all ages
and abilities who wants to get out with
both pedal bikes and e-bikers welcome.
Cafes such as Hughenden Valley Coffee
Shop, Hildreths at Prestwood, and Costa
or Matilda’s in Great Missenden regularly
feature in the rides list so you are never far

Riding with Chiltern Cycling

Join your local Cycling UK group this winter

from home.
While most rides are easy paced and
suitable for all, the group does have some
moderate and slightly longer rides too.
Occasionally there is also a chance to do
some off-road riding.
Chiltern Cycling have a Zoom social
on the Ist Thursday of each month at
8pm and a meet up clubroom at Little
Kingshill Baptist Church Hall on the 3rd
Thursday 8pm -10pm except July and
August.
Hope you can join us!

For more Information:

Web: www.southbuckscycling.org.uk
E: publicity@southbuckscycling.org.uk
For general information about Cycling

UK visit: www.cyclinguk.org
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Based in the beautiful Chiltern Hills, The Grange
welcomes you for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea.

OPENING HOURS %, FINDING THE GRANGE

Every day 09:00 - 16:00 & % Haw Lane, Saunderton,

The Grange Princes Risborough

01844 348100 % = HP2T 9NS
HBchangt®

Raising Funds for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People & Hearing Link

Registered charity in England and Wales no. 203358 and Scotland no. SC040486

www.thegrangesaunderton.org.uk

SAFE EAR WAX
REMOVAL SERVICE

Microsuction and Irrigation methods used
UK Microsuction Ltd Certified

Booking Arrangements
are very flexible
made to fit your needs.
Safe and comfortable
consulting space.

£45 for two ears.

Contact Sue by phone, text, Whatsapp or Email
T: 07585 800 980
E: sue.mutedwhispers@gmail.com
K Muted Whispers Nextdoor App Susan Trevena

KBBI

Mark Gonsalves
Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist

Institute of Kitchen, Bedroom & Bathroom Installers

Membership Number F1305-0016

Kitchen’s supplied at trade prices - Howdens, Magnets, Benchmarx.
Plumbing - taps, radiators, leaks, pumps etc.
Carpentry - doors, skirting boards, shelving, partition walls
Floor and wall tiling - ceramics, porcelain, natural stone, glass
Flooring - solid, engineered, laminate, ‘Amtico’ vinyl.

Free no obligation quotations and advise
Tel: 01494 474449 Mob: 07905 214823
Email: mgbuildingservices@yahoo.co.uk
Address: 61 Kingshill Crescent, High Wycombe, HP13 5NF

You can view pictures of my work and independent feedback from clients @
www.mybuilder.com/profile/fview/mgbuildservices
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learn,
u 3 q Iovag
live

Our membership year starts in September
and we have many visits planned and a
full programme of guest speakers for the
monthly meetings. Already our June 2025
summer holiday to North Wales is nearly
fully subscribed.

We have a new Hand Bells group
which has started practising for the

High Wycombe & District u3a

There are many more Groups (25+ from
Art to Walks), which meet monthly in
and around our area. You can join as
many groups as you wish. See what’s
available on our website, and what we
have been up to on our Facebook page.
Most of all we want everyone to have a
good time.

entertainment at Our Publicity Team
our Christmas attended the Bucks
Coffee Morning Older People’s

on December 11th Action Group

at Naphill Village (BOPAG) Golden

Hall. We expect

to have our usual
contribution from
the Ukulele group as
well (but not at the
same time!).

Our visit to the RAF Cosford Museum
in September brought back memories

for many of our ex-military members.
Appropriately, this was followed by our
October 23rd speaker explaining High
Wycombe’s Contribution to the Aviation
Industry. Do come along to Lacey Green
Village Hall on the fourth Wednesday of
each month at 2pm if you are interested.
You will be very welcome.

Visits planned so far for November include
a return to Oxford Brookes University, this
time to see the cookery book collection,
and especially the work of Jane Grigson
(1928 — 1990). In addition, the Discovering
Art group will be travelling by coach to the
newly re-opened National Portrait Gallery
in London.

Years Activities and
Information Day

at the Wycombe
Library in late
September where
those with time to
spare learned about what is available to
fill it. Our members also took advantage
of the popular Silver Series of free events
generously provided by the Eden Centre
which included a screening at the cinema
of The Critic, a stretch lesson, and a sip
of coffee and cake at Muffin Break on 3
Mondays in October.

If you are looking for opportunities to
socialise and maybe learn something
new, do come and join us. Provided
you are not in full-time employment,
people of any age are eligible. A trial
visit is free.

Judith (Secretary), 01494 562236

Or contact Paul (Groups Co-ordinator):
gilliamph@aol.com

Registered Charity 1065069
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/ID NICHOLAS
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Unlock your property's full
potential with our expert lettings
service.

Property Management built by
Landlords, for Landlords.

To find out more please get in touch:
www.DNestates.co.uk

Info@DNestates.co.uk

Pregnancy yogo

at Downley Community Centre
Mondays 7.45 to 9pm

Yoga to balance and strengthen
your body & help you feel
calm and prepared for
labour, birth and beyond. (&~
Suitable from 14 weeks of "4
pregnancy - no yoga \b
experience needed!

For more info & to book visit|
www.nestandnurture.net/yoga

GSL

PROPERTY SERVICES

Kitchens Bathrooms House Refurbishment
Plastering Interior & Exterior Painting Carpentry
Laminate Flooring Guttering
Wood Fencing Decking

Bespoke Garden Rooms

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES, CONTACT US TODAY!
E: gary@gslpropertyservices.co.uk « T: 07932473502
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Downley Community Orchard

The Downley Community Orchard is
situated in Mannings Field adjacent to
the allotments and was established as

a millennium project when a number
of Downley families each sponsored a
fruit tree. The trees are mainly heritage
varieties of eating apples as well as a
couple of pear trees and a medlar.

As time progressed the initial enthusiasm
for the orchard diminished; the original
sponsoring families moved on and the
trees became unmanaged, diseased and
damaged by animals and carelessness.
However, over the last couple |
of seasons a small group of
volunteers has been gradually £
improving the orchard by
staking, pruning, mulching
and protecting the trees from =
insect and animal attack by
installing grease bands and
trunk protection.

The initial impetus to
renovate the orchard
came from financial and
practical support from Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire
Wildlife Trust that has been encouraging
the development of community orchards
in the region. This included arranging

for members of our group to attend a day
learning the correct time and methods

for pruning trees to keep them in good
condition, of manageable size and to
encourage fruiting. More recently we have
also received a grant from the Downley
Day Committee that enabled us to
purchase tools, grease bands, and mulch.

We also began to monitor the
performance of the trees so each tree
was tagged with a number and we've
been noting the amount of blossom on

each and the fruit produced. To our
consternation, someone took a fancy to
these numbered tags and they vanished
in September. We would very much
appreciate the return of these number tags
if anyone knows of their whereabouts!
Last year’s crop was minimal but this
year we saw a significant improvement
and three or four trees responded to the
care given (maybe it was just luck!). We
collected over 50 kg of apples (photo) and
sent these for juicing and pasteurising. If
you come along to the Littleworth Road
Christmas Fair on Sunday
15th December we hope to
be selling festively decorated
bottles of our ‘Downley
Delight’ apple juice. They
would make great Christmas
P presents and any profits will
be used to fund next year’s
maintenance programme.

We hold regular work parties
depending on what is required
at the orchard. Our next tasks
involve weeding and mulching around
the trees and, early next year, carrying
out winter pruning to ensure the trees
remain in good shape. Despite our care
programme, some of the trees could be
past saving and we will consider replacing
these if funds are available. We're a
friendly bunch of people so if you would
like to help us care for the orchard send
your details to Andrew Flint on 07788
135351. We'll let you know when we're
holding work parties and provide training
for the tasks involved.

We want everyone to see the orchard as
a community asset and a tranquil place
to sit and enjoy this particular corner of
Downley whilst munching a fresh apple!
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Homecare
Gurus

A trusted local family business
dedicated to delivering exceptional
care to our clients

We are dedicated to giving the best
care, ensuring our clients feel safe,
heard and valued. Choose us for a
helping hand with everyday jobs and
general support.

Tel: 01494 211729
Mbl: 07503 575885

Homecare Gurus Ltd,
High Wycombe

www.homecaregurus.co.uk #becausewecare

9 The Dairy, Downley Common, Downley,
High Wycombe, HP13 5YN

info@thedownleygarage.co.uk
A\ 01494 521924

Honest, Competitive and Professional workmanship.

_ AIR CONDITIONING

"N CHAMELEON SINGLES GROUP

Our autumn outdoor events managed

in large to dodge the wet weather. In
September we enjoyed an afternoon out
at the Thames Valley Police Open Day in
Sulhampstead near Reading. There was
lots to see and do with plenty of stalls and
some well organised displays from all the
emergency services. A police dog display
showed just how valuable these can be

in apprehending criminals in a variety of
different situations, including vehicles.

Our recent day trip to Cheltenham was
again met by one of those dry days. This
trip was by heritage train run by Hastings
Diesels which we joined at Reading. The
town has lots to see including gardens,
the local church and of course the famous
Ladies College. Having looked around
we then enjoyed lunch in a local café, a
welcome refreshment break to watch the
world go by. The journey itself allowed

us to see some great local countryside

as we travelled though Berkshire and
Oxfordshire onto Swindon, Kemble and
Gloucester before arriving at

our destination.

We made another visit to the Rebellion
Brewery in early September where there
was a chance try out some of the latest
beers. Rebellion now has a development
brewery making small batches with
beers that are both varied and sometimes
international in flavour. Some of these
will perhaps become regulars on the
monthly roster.

Our walks and Quiz Nights continue

on a regular basis along with some of the
popular events such as Take-away evenings,
Pub meals and the occasional trip to the
Cinema and Theatre. With Christmas
now not far away we are planning this
year’s December events. A night out with a
meal and entertainment once again looks
popular with several members already
interested and booked in.

Ifyou are single, 40-60’s, looking for new friends and
a great social life why not give Chameleon Singles
Group a try? There are no strangers at Chameleon,
just new friends to be made. The group has several
local people from Downley, West Wycombe, Sands,
Bledlow Ridge and the surrounding areas and you
would be very welcome too. To find out more call
Terrie on 01494 445816, Trevor on 07879 332975 or
e-mail: info@chameleonsingles.org.uk. Visit the
group on-line at www.chameleonsingles.org.uk or
search Facebook.

YOUR COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEEDS YOU!

The Downley Community Library will have been in operation for twenty years in 2025 with

SAMBELIS some of the committee members being involved from the start. We are now looking for

CLUTCHES new library committee members who have an interest in books and in
DIAGNOSTICS helping the library to carry on into the future.

EXHAUSTS If you are interested in supporting this valuable community resource, we would love to hear from

Collection and Delivery.
Courtesy cars available.

MOT’S you. Please pop in to the library and speak to us or email enquiries@downleylibrary.org.uk to

learn more about how you can get involved.
SERVICING We aim to encourage children to gain a love of books and enjoy reading. Our intent is to have a
TYRES large and varied choice of material for readers of all ages.
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DOWNLEY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
How Downley incurred the wrath of Lady Dashwood

The pheasants are out so I have stopped doing
my favourite walk over to Cookshall Farm.

My dog hunts ‘with intent’ (crucial words) and
I'm nervous about meeting the gamekeeper.

Folks did not have
such scruples 150
years ago, when
no love was lost
between Lady
Dashwood’s
gamekeepers

and the locals.
This enmity was
widespread and
included anyone

The Gamekeepers livi
attacking the Poachers’, IV}ng on or
George Cruickshank. adjacent to West

(Wikimedia Commons) Wycombe Estate
land, as well as

the chairmakers of Wycombe. The Game
Laws lay behind it: anyone apprehended
poaching, or trespassing ‘with intent’

to poach, was prosecuted, and the
Dashwood gamekeepers were assiduous
when it came to detecting poachers.

However, they were often thwarted in
their prosecutions: people provided alibis
and ‘witnesses’ denied seeing anything.
The reason for this was probably twofold.
Firstly, guilty verdicts incurred harsh
punishments and no one wanted family
or friends to suffer. In 1864, for example,
a destitute Eliza Collins of Downley, aged
24 and with three children, applied for
‘out-relief” because she had no means to
feed her children: her husband Samuel

was in gaol for two months for poaching.

Secondly, Lady Dashwood’s gamekeepers
do rather come across in the press as
mean, vindictive bullies, and capable of

being economical with the truth. (The
‘mean’ bit requires justifying. Two women
who cut down a dead beech tree on West
Wycombe Estate land were caught by a
gamekeeper, found guilty and fined. It’s
not poaching, just an example of bloody
mindedness, since picking up dead wood
was a common right.)

The enmity between the locals and Lady
Dashwood’s gamekeepers reached a fever
pitch just short of open warfare in 1874-
77. Note, please, that with two, possibly
three, exceptions — Samuel Collins,
Amos Hawes & Benjamin Goodchild

— Downley men were law-abiding and
honest and not involved in any of this
(unless they were just very good at
poaching). In further defence of Downley,
Samuel Collins was probably just trying
to get a rabbit for the family pot to
supplement his meagre income, Benjamin
Goodchild was probably just walking his
dog, and young Amos, aged about 10,
was led astray by Naphill men. He was
convicted of poaching in October 1874
along with John West, Jesse Bristow and
Joseph Putman of Naphill, but received
only a £1 fine, compared to the £5 fines
of Bristow and Putnam, and the £2 fine
of West. £5 was a massive fine and would
have caused considerable bitterness.

One month later, in November 1874,

the tension escalated. Two of Lady
Dashwood’s keepers — James and William
Batson, father and son - appeared at

the County Sessions held in Wycombe
Town Hall to bear witness against an
alleged poacher caught on the Common
(which one is not specified, but Downley
seems likely). The accused proved
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he was elsewhere, and the case was
dismissed with the Batsons accused of
‘falsely, wickedly, wilfully, and corruptly
[committing] wilful and corrupt perjury’.
On leaving the Town Hall, William
alleged his father was kicked to the
ground by three chairmakers while

he himself was assaulted by Avery, a
hairdresser on White Hart Street, and
two others, watched by a jeering crowd of

three hundred.

The Batsons decided to prosecute their
alleged assailants, using two policemen
as their main witnesses. The latter
claimed that Avery, Franklin, Westrup
and Parker had hit the Batsons, drawing
blood. However, the policemen’s actions
rather belied their words. They had
arrived late (said everyone else), they had
asked a third Dashwood gamekeeper
present to confiscate Williams Batson’s
stick, implying that Batson had initiated
the violence, and they had then gaoled
Batson (for his own protection, they
later claimed: “He was not loved; he

was rather hated”). Meanwhile, the four
accused all had solid alibis, and almost
every other witness said William had
provoked the crowd by waving his stick
around, shouting that he’d ‘hit the first
***#* chairman who came near over the
***#* head’, and the policemen were lying
about who had assaulted who. The case
caused such rancour in Wycombe — the
vicar was hissed in court, Lady Dashwood
was effectively accused of defending

the indefensible — that it was moved to

Aylesbury.

Tensions then reached a crescendo in
January 1875, when Avery, Westrup

and Parker accused the Batsons and the
two policemen of perjury. Wycombe
chairmakers attended the trial ‘in full
force’, alternately applauding and jeering

witnesses. The court dismissed the case
against the policemen (unwisely, said a
later judge) but decided to commit the
Batsons for trial by jury on grounds of
perjury. Incidentally, the Batsons returned
from Aylesbury on the same train as
Avery, Westrup and Parker: the latter,
reported the press, ‘were met by hundreds
of their fellow-townsmen and a band of
music at the station, while the unlucky
gamekeepers, who prudently left the train
at West Wycombe, narrowly escaped
mobbing.’

The next eruption of ill will occurred in
November 1876, when Lady Dashwood’s
(newest?) gamekeeper, James Abbott,
accused five men - Thomas West,
chairmaker of Naphill, John West,

James [Jesse?] Bristow, John Putnam,
and Robert Johnson - of assaulting him.
Perhaps they did — at least three of these
men had past poaching convictions,

and why invent such a thing? — but the
case was dismissed because of a lack of
witnesses. No doubt all the defendants
had wonderful alibis.

James Abbott engineered his revenge.

In April 1877, he accused Thomas West
of Naphill and Benjamin Goodchild of
Downley of ‘using a dog to take game’ in
Downley Field. It was an odd accusation.
Benjamin was a respectable middle-

aged chairmaker, neighbour to Henry
Collins, the richest man in Downley,
and might just have been accidentally
trespassing while walking his dog, while
Thomas was twenty years his junior and
might well have not been present at all.
At the trial, both Thomas and Benjamin
did their best to sway the magistrates:
they were ‘respectably dressed” and Ann
West, widowed mother of Thomas,
swore her son was at home and in bed.
Nevertheless, both were found guilty and
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Canine Cutz
Bespoke Dog Groomers & Spa

Bespoke Styling & Grooming  Puppy College
Spa Treatments & Packages ¢ Nail Clipping
Teeth Cleaning ¢ Natural Products
Paw Naturel Stockists

Grooming by Appointment Only
01494 44 33 49

Www.canine-cutz.com

% Downley

Service
How it

Pharmacy

=
0=t
Order No waiting Day or night
You can order We'll notify Your prescriptions
your prescription you when your are available 24/7

- you can collect
whenit suits you.

prescriptionis
ready to collect.

in the usual way.

To sign-up visit
or phone 01494 513 060

Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 5UW
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each was fined 10s., plus 12s. 6d. costs.
Thomas’s lawyer promptly sued Abbott for
malicious perjury, a case that was heard
two weeks later and dismissed.

Abbott had won — but at what cost? The
consequent waves of enmity must have
affected his morale because a month later
an advertisement appeared in the Field:
— ‘Gamekeeper of Downley seeks new
position’. He was clearly on a very short
fuse. In October he was found guilty of
assaulting Thomas Mullett, chairmaker
of West Wycombe, and fined £2 and 17s.
6d. costs.

It is entirely possible therefore that in

two years, Lady Dashwood lost three
gamekeepers at the hands of the locals,
and her usual goodwill and generosity
evaporated. Downley folk (Samuel &
Amos excepted) were not to blame in

all this — it was the men of Naphill and
Wycombe doing the poaching - but
Downley felt the impact of her wrath.

In early 1878, locals petitioned Lady
Dashwood to repair the path between
Naphill and Downley, and she refused.
They could pay for it themselves. They
couldn’t afford it, which is why there is no
road between Downley and Naphill today.

News from Buckinghamshire Council

For more information and to keep up to date with the news from
Buckinghamshire Council please see https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/

news or, as always, contact me — see below. You can also view full Council, Cabinet
and committee meetings as a webcast either live, or watch the recording in full on

Buckinghamshire Council Website.

Buckinghamshire Council responds
to Government consultation on
planning proposals

Buckinghamshire Council has submitted
its formal response to the Government’s
consultation on proposals to make
changes to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), amidst significant
concerns about the potential and far-
reaching implications for the county

should the proposals go ahead.

The main areas the council has raised
concerns over are:

* The proposed changes to the way
in which local housing need is to
be calculated, which would lead
to a 42% increase in the figure for
Buckinghamshire

* The proposed changes
to Green Belt policy,
particularly a new
definition of ‘grey
belt’ land which has
the potential to lead
to large-scale sporadic

s ‘
developments across

a wide area of the Buckinghamshire
Green Belt

* The proposed changes to the
requirements relating to maintaining a
five year supply of housing land which
are likely to lead to more speculative
planning applications being granted
permission, and

* The lack of a strategic approach to
funding and providing essential local
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MARK EVANS

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

* QGas Safe registered no. 118353
¢ Full Liability Insurance

* 30 year’s experience

¢ Competitive rates

* Complete bathroom installation
* Boiler servicing and repairs

* New boilers and unvented hot water systems

* Central heating systems

* Solar panels

* Small work also undertaken

* Local and reliable

* Free quotes/No call out charge

T.01494 718 661 M. 07779 013 565

C__A)mef'v\i\al Join us
ov-A chdd' over A

Every Thursday morning at
St James’ Church; Downley
From 10.30 to 12.00.

Feel free to bring a friend

Plomer Hill, Downley, High Wycombe, HP13 5NB
Tel: 01494 534 315 www.stjamesdownley.org.uk ™

ST JAMES CHURCH
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infrastructure when existing facilities
are already overwhelmed

These proposed changes reintroduce
mandatory housing targets and could
lead to a total of 100,000 new homes

in Buckinghamshire, yet there is no
mention of infrastructure and community
facilities to support this massive number
of new homes and new residents. The
new concept of a ‘grey belt’ - a political
construct - would force the release of
precious green belt land for development
to any developer who purchases a pocket

of land.

Buckinghamshire is not anti-
housebuilding in Buckinghamshire;

we are very much aware of the need
particularly for more affordable homes,
but this must happen in the right way.
The Council has called on the government
to truly consider its response when taking
these proposals forward.

Could you get pension credit?

Following the government’s decision

to withdraw the winter fuel payment
from most pensioners, Buckinghamshire
Council is advising residents of
pensionable age and their friends and
families that it’s vital they find out which
government benefits they can claim to
help them meet their living and fuel costs.

The winter fuel payment is now limited
to people over state pension age (currently
66) who are receiving pension credit

or a limited number of other benefits.

A significant concern is that a number

of eligible pensioners are not currently
claiming pension credit, so will miss out
on a winter fuel payment when they are

eligible and in genuine need. Please do
check if you or someone you know is
eligible — it is critical that those eligible
for these payments receive them. If you or
your loved ones aren’t eligible for pension
credit, remember you can contact our
Helping Hand team to discuss other
potential support.”

Council secures long-term
future of major retailer in High
Wycombe town centre

Buckinghamshire Council has
reconfirmed its commitment to
revitalising High Wycombe town centre
by ensuring one of its biggest retailers is
able to retain its presence in the town.
The Council has agreed a renegotiated
lease with Tesco, which will see Tesco
downsizing into the ground floor of the
building.

Tesco will carry out a full refit of the
ground floor store, reorientating it towards
a new glazed frontage to Denmark Street.
Tesco have agreed a temporary relocation,
creating an Express store within the Eden
Centre while the improvement works to
the existing store are carried out.

The upper floors in the building will

be repurposed as a new site for the
Buckinghamshire Archives which hold a
variety of unique and significant records,
historic maps and photographs spanning
800 years of Buckinghamshire history.

Paul Turner

Buckinghamshire Councillor for Downley
paul.turner@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07825 842292
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Fault Finding & Repairs
Extra Lights & Sockets
Fuse Board Upgrades
EV Chargepoints
Landlord Inspections
Homebuyer Inspections
Outbuilding Supplies

RINES ERNZ
APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

- Call Tony on
07944 162 958

YOUR LOCAL

ELECTRICIAN

Qualified Electrican
Fully Insured
Reliable Service
Tidy Work

Free Quotations
Warranty Backed
Quick Response

plugs

M.D. Garden Services
—m» Gardener =-—

Pruning = Shrubs and Flower Borders
Fruit and Vegetable Pots - Hedges

Lawn Care © Indoor Plants

Y T 4

Horticultural Engineer
SERVICE * REPAIR *» SHARPENING
Lawn Mowers © Garden Tractors

Strimmers < Blowers = Shears = Chainsaws

s/ M= O

NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

M. L. Dunn

Home: 01494 865834
Mobile: 07795 158292

W\ POy,
> %
~ /‘ A
© al °
HOME & GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
Garage Conversions
Brickwork and repairs
Patios and repairs/repointing
Small garden projects

Glenn Pond
07786 367 115

Gpond.build@gmail.com
Facebook - Glenn Pond Ltd
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From Westminster

Emma Reynolds - MP for Wycombe

It has been a busy first few months

as your new MP. I have met with key
local decision-makers, businesses and
other pillars of the community. My first
meeting was with the Chief Executive of
Wycombe Hospital to discuss the vital
investment needed in the hospital. I also
met with the Buckinghamshire Council
leader and Chief Executive to talk about
how we can work together.

Wycombe has a proud industrial heritage,
which is why I was so pleased to visit
William Hands, the local furniture
makers. The company started from
William’s house on Dashwood Avenue in
1906. It manufactured and crafted the
chairs for the coronations of George VI

and Elizabeth II. VAVY

I have also visited other
businesses, charities,
schools and community
groups across the
constituency. I have
discussed with several
business owners in High
Wycombe their concerns
about the high street.
have raised their concerns
about retail crime with
senior police officers.

Wearing waterproofs
and wellies on a recent
rainy day, I was given
a wonderful tour of
the local farms visiting \ 5lF

In aid of:

a wide range of rural

businesses.

I have held both
in-person and
virtual surgeries
and my team and I continue to help and
support my constituents. If you would
like to request an appointment please
email emma.reynolds.mp@parliament.uk.

I have enjoyed meeting constituents in
Wycombe and in Westminster. I look
forward to welcoming the Downley
Theatre Group to parliament in the
new year.

I wish all the readers of Downley News a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.

Monday 2nd December
7:15pm (doors at 7:00pm)

St Andrew's Church, Hatters Lane
High Wycombe, HP13 7NJ

Adults £12.00 / Concessions £8.00 @k for all iyl

& : from The
Email: topnotestunes@gmail.com  Sahvation Army

"‘ ..-_ . ]

evenibifle ...
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Downley Diary | Round-up of Regular Activities SUNNYBANK CHAPEL, MOOR LANE - AUTUMN 2024

Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com or call 01494 530 736

DOWNLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE - AUTUMN 2024 ;’w”" " i’: I " 0(J”ME21 “ "Ewﬂ'”’”‘s am thobpratisalicouk
e i ; ownley Descants ursday Term time .00-21. grannyandbobby@tiscali.co.u
Hall Booklngs. booklngs@downIeycommunltycentre.org.uk or call Cathy on 07580953 181 Chiltern Hills Montessori Weekdays 08.00 - 18.00 ¢/ admin@chilternhillsmontessori,co.uk
GRoUP DAY TIvE (ONTACT 01494 514 544
Active Adults Friday 13.00 - 14.00 katie.youngman@aitc.org.uk Bible Study 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 10.00-1200 v/
Al-Anon Polish Group Thursday 19.00-20.30 Maria 07749 068 420 GUIDE AND SCOUT CENTRE - AUTUMN 2024
Arabic Lessons (Maple Room) Saturday 10.30-16.30 alhimah78@gmail.com Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com
Art Group 2 Monday 10.00- 12.00 alastair.pike@artsmartuk.com Rainbows Monday 16.45-17.45 v/ downley2ndrainbows@outlook.com
Boxing Thursday 17.00-18.00 Sam Azimi: 07594 305 407 Brownies Monday 17.45-19.00 v/ downley3rdbrownies@outlook.com
nd & 4th Friday 20.00 - 22.00 Guides Monday 19.00-2030 ¢ downleygg@gmail.com
. ) . Rangers Monday 19.30-21.15 v gilllawrence@btinternet.com
Brl.dge C!ub Thursday 19.00 - 22.00 syme.pat@gmail.com 01f194 530558 Brownies Tuesday 17.30-18.45 v jansmith1611@gmail.com
Children’s Dance Group. Wednesday 16.45-18.30 Zoe.k.thompson@hotmail.com Guides Tuesday 19.00-2030 ¢/  margaretstagg75@gmail.com
Chipmunks Woodcarving Wednesday 10.00 - 12.00 downleychipmunks@outlook.com Beavers/Cubs/Scouts Wednesday 18.00-21.15 v/ gsl3rddownley@gmail.com
Community Library Monday 10.00 - 12.00 enquiries@downleylibrary.org Dog Training Thursday 18.30-20.30 v/ suzannebullworthy@hotmail.co.uk
Thursday 15.00 - 17.00 Beavers/Cubs/Scouts Friday 16.30-21.30 v/ gsl3rdDownley@gmail.com
Saturday 10.00 - 12.00 Dog Training Sunday 10.00- 12.00 v/ lisa@shunty.co.uk
(raft Group 15t Tuesday 930-1230 Helen 01494 564 414 Woodlands Preschool Dail 08.00-15.30 v/ admin@thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk
Crochet Group Tuesday 19.00 - 21.00 woollywonkas@gmail.com 07833 910 238 ST JAMES CHURCH_ - AUTUMN 2024
Dance Classes (Ballroom & Latin)  Tuesday 19.00-21.00 karen@comedancingwithme.co.uk Hall Bookings: hilmad1842@gmail.com _or call 07973 770 180
Wednesday 18.30-20.30 07873 53 8709 Downley Evening WI 2nd Tuesday 19.45 v
Downley Parish Council 2nd Tuesday 19.30 dlerk@downleyparishcouncil.org StJames Church Coffee Morning  Thursday 1030-1230 ¢/
01494257 711 Top Notes Choir Monday 19.45-21.45
Downley Wives 2nd Monday 14.00 - 16.00 cathyprice18 @hotmail.co.uk Chepping Wycombe Trefoil Guild_2nd Thursda 19.45
Downley Wine & Beer Club 2nd Wednesday 20.00-22.00 downleywinebeer@gmail.com ST JAMES 'HAI;'L - AUTUMN 2024
Kingdom Dynamics Chapel Sunday 10.00- 12.00 Sharon 07961 822 347 areClub Thursd Hall Bookings: hllmad agmail.com
. ) rt Clu ursday .
La'ce Making : Thursday 13.00-15.00 Frances .01494 224835 i Coffee Stop Monday 10.30-1230 ¢/ christinelstyles@hotmail.com
Mindstreams Education Thursday 18.00-19.00 info@mindstreamseducation.co.uk Downley Gardening Society 3rd Monday 19.30 v
Mondays Minis Playgroup Monday Term-time 9.30-11.15 downleymondayminis@gmail.com 07724 385 895 Dr Sue’s Pilates Monday 18.00-19.00
MO0 Music Friday Term-time 10.50 & 12.00 elvan@moo-music.co.uk Karen Pilates Wednesday 09.30 v/ karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376
) ; . Wednesday 10.35 v/ karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376
MS Society - South West Last Thursday alternate months13.45 - 16.15 sylvia.parker@groups.mssociety.org.uk Natailie’s Meditation Class Wednesday 2030-22.30
Natalie Jane Dance School Monday Term-time 15.00- 19.00 natalie@njdance.co.uk Philatelic Club Alternate Thursday 19.30
Friday Term-time 16.00-19.00 Rebound Fit Wednesday 19.00 - 20.00
Painting for Pleasure Tuesday Term-time 10.00 - 12.00 Sue 01494 443 393 Sing and Sign Baby and Toddlers Tuesday 10.00-13.00
Pilates Thursday Term-time 18.30-19.30 Emma@asenseofbalance.co.uk Sunaina Prolife Pilates Saturday 08.00-09.00
Pregnancy Yoga Monday 19.45 -21.00 steph@nestandnurture.net Tuneless Choir Istand 3rd Tuesday 19.30-21.00
Simply Walk (free) Monday 10.00 - 11.30 approx Starts from the Community Centre
Thursday 11.00 - 12.00 approx simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk DOWNLEY WAR MEMORIAL. HALL.’ AUTUMN 2024
Scopum Tutoring Saturday 10.00 - 12.00 scopumtutoring.com 07376 974 416 Hall Bookings: dwmh.bookings@gmail.com
Taekwondo Monday 18.30-19.30 mohzamtkd1@hotmail.com Chiltern Hills Montessori Weekdays 08.00-18.00 ¢ admin@chilternhillsmontessori.co.uk
’ ’ ’ 01494 531 565
Thursd 19.45-20.45 Tel 07870 219 746
- - 'urs % - ¢ Pilates Monday 19.00 - 20.00 v/ karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376
Twins & Multiples Club Friday Term-time 10.30-12.30 wendy@questcost.co.uk Yoga with Jenny Tuesday 19.20 - 20.45 07904 438 411
Ukulele 4th Thursday 10.00-12.00 sylvia.chadwick@me.com Fencing 1t0 1 Wednesday 17.30-19.30
Wycombe Spiritual Centre 15t & 3rd Friday 18.30 ashleydarkwood@gmail.com XOga Witn jenny Ihg“day 19.15-20.45 07904438 411
) —-— ; 0ga with Jenny riday 10.20 -11.50 07904 438 411
Zumba Gold Wednesday 10.30-11.15 jennifer.morais.zumba@outlook.com Fencing 1to 1 Friday 17.30- 20,00
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Life threating or critical situations only

Telephone: 999

and ask for relevant service
AMBULANCE - FIRE « POLICE

HEALTH
NHS Direct m
Downley Pharmacy 01494 513 060

POLICE - NON EMERGENCY
Report 101 or www.thamesvalley.police.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLORS

(lIr. Paul Turner paul turner@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
ClIr. Maz Hussain maz.hussain@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
ClIr. Melanie Smith Melanie.R.Smith@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494 257711 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)

Further suggestions of what should be
listed here to the editor

editor@downley.org

List Of Advertisers Monday Minis 2
Altea Beauty and Holistic Treatments 30 Moo Music 18
All Round Property Care Ltd 4 Muted Whispers 34
Applicant Mortgage Brokers 25 National Trust Walk With Us 4
Arnold Funeral Directors 14 Natalie Jane Dance School 30
Biology Tutor 10 Nest and Nature 36
Canine Cutz Dog Grooming v} Optionz Hair & Beauty 51
Care & Companions 4 Personalised Learning Tuition 14
Carols on the Common 27 P K Stroy, Builder 28
Chiltern Wood Christmas Bazaar 17 Plugs Electrical Services 46
Clubs and Societies 20 Poseidon Heating 14
David Nicholas Estates 36 Revive Car Bodywork 8
DJ Coles Property Services 6 Singing Lessons with Emma Barr 6
Downley Community Centre Kids Panto 1 Skyline Electrical Services 22
Downley Community Library 10 Slimming World 32
Downley Methodist Coffee Concert 21 Spirit Hair Co. 52
Downley Parish Council 7&10 St James’ Church Hall Hire 2
Downley Pharmacy 2 St James Coffee Stop 19&44
Downley War Memorial Hall Remembrance Day Service 26 Suttons’ Property Maintenance 18
Glenn Pond Home and Garden Maintenance 46 Synergy Pilates 6
GSL Property Maintenance 36 The Barr Academy of Performing Arts 12
Hillclimb Garage 28 The Downley Garage 38
Homecare Gurus 38 The Grange Restaurant & Gift Shop 34
Independent Mortgage Solutions 28 The Mowchak 32
James Donald Estate Agent 52 The Wye Partnership 2
Jill Burrell Tutor 22 TLC4 You 30
Le De Spencers Arms 12 Tom Coles Pest Guard 4
Littleworth Christmas Market 25 Top Notes Christmas Concert 47
M A Hunt Painting & Decorating 8 Woodlands Pre-School Christmas Cafe & Grotto 27
Mark Evans Plumbing & Heating Engineers 44 Wycombe Concert Band 20
Mark Gonsalves Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist 34 Xtra Time Football & Futsal Coaching 25
M.D. Garden Services 46

Downley Village News

Editor: Anne at editor@downley.org

Advertising: Send advertising to adverts@downley.org
Distribution: Coordinated by Sarah Bass. Volunteers to
deliver locally are always needed. If interested contact Sarah

on: sarah.bass001@gmail.com or 01494 462873

Rates: Mono Half Page £40 | Quarter Page £30 | Eighth
Page £20, colour adverts are Half Page £75 | Quarter £50.

Deadlines: Published quarterly in Feb, May, Aug and Nov.
Deadline for the next issue is 26th January 2025.

Website: news@downley.org
Printed by: Turville Printing Services 01494 520322

Copy: Please send text in editable format and photographs
as separate files in high resolution. Copy should be sent to
editor@downley.org.

Any copy or photographs sent to this address may also be
used on the downley.org website and facebook page:
facebook.com/Downley. Community

Steering Committee: The Downley Communications
Forum set up as part of the Community Plan, provides
oversight to the Village News, the Village enews and the
downley.org website.

Chairman: Bill Thompson; Secretary: Peter Loadman
Treasurer: Bob Cook; Webmaster Mark Starkey

zf. jj((.’ / EST. 2000
HAIR- BEAUTYJLASHES MAILS-LASER /

ENHANCE YOUR NATURAL BEAUTY

BOOK ONLINE
OPTIONZBEAUTYSALON.BOOKSY.COM

LADIES & GENTS HAIR

BEAUTY TREATMENTS

MANICURE & PEDICURE
LASER HAIR REMOV AL
BODY PIERCING

e TANNING

0798 364 585

3 Crosscourts, Plomer Green Ave, Downley
www.optionzhairbeautylaser.co.uk
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C;Q SPIRIT HAIR COMPANY n@

SPIRIT We are an Award Winning Luxury Hair Salon
s established since 1990 in Downley High Street

01494 440132

wiww. spirithaircompany.com
« We are a fully employed team of Highly i
Professional Hairdressers that specialise i :
in Colour and Premium Hairdressing .

« Qur Pricing Structure is Gender Neutral
and we currently have 4 levels to suit all
budgets,

« We are Eco Friendly and partneread with
The Green Salon Collective to maintain
sustainability.

- There is free and easy parking and we are |
open 3 late nights until Spm,

« There is a wonderful ambience in the
salon that ensures comfort and
relaxation to all our clients

{ﬁ IHouseShaw

www.hnuses haw.co.uk

Downiey

Wil | I'\|

U|]I :
5
.=!

Work personally with James Donald
Partner & Area Specialist for HP13 5

07949 890190 - jamesdonald@houseshaw.co.uk



