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I’s our business so we care.

The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful
estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by
nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent
merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns!

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe
that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be confident
that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way.

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then
contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership.

wyeres.co.uk

Great Missenden
01494 868 000
missenden@wyecountry.co.uk

Hazlemere
01494 711 284
hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk

Lettings High Wycombe
01494 358 358
lettings@wyeres.co.uk

High Wycombe Naphill
01494 451 300 01494 565 555
wycombe@wyeres.co.uk naphill@wyecountry.co.uk

Lettings Great Missenden
01494 864 225
lettings@wyecountry.co.uk

Associated
Park Lane Office
0203 368 8472

Prestwood
01494 868 000
prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk
J

Stokenchurch
01494 509 377
stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk
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Editorial

I would like to start by wishing a very happy new year to all our readers! I hope 2025
will be a good year for you.

Of course, we must look forward but it’s also good to reflect on what happened last

year. As usual in Downley, after the many summer activities we had the bonfire on 5
November, which was hugely well attended. Coming up towards Christmas, there was the
now-traditional Littleworth Road Christmas market, which seems to be growing in size
and popularity each year, a children’s pantomime at the Community Centre (which will
hopefully be repeated next year), the decorating of the village Christmas Tree on Jubilee
Green (along with mulled wine to keep out the cold) and, to finish off the year in style,
the lighting of the beacon on a very stormy New Year’s Eve. It is wonderful that there are
so many community events in Downley and that they are generally well-attended.

To keep up to date with what is coming up you can visit the village website on www.
downley.org, find us on Facebook, or sign up for the monthly Downley e-News (sce the
article on page 11). We will keep you up to date with Downley Village News as well, but as
we only come out 4 times a year it pays to keep in touch electronically too if you are able.

Our next edition will be the summer one, which will be out in mid-May. As usual,
we will be delighted to hear from any organisation in Downley (or the surrounding
area) with news or information. You can submit articles via the email address editor@
downley.org. Copy deadline is midday on Sunday 27 April 2025 but please get your
copy in as early as possible as space is limited.

Anne, Editor » editor@downley.org
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Unlock your property's full
potential with our expert lettings
service.

Property Management built by
Landlords, for Landlords.

To find out more please get in touch:
| www.DNestates.co.uk

“4 | Info@DNestates.co.uk
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Pregnancy Yoga
at Downley Community
Centre
Mondays
7.45 to 9pm

<

Yoga to balance and
strengthen your body &
help you feel calm and
prepared for labour, birth
and beyond. Suitable from
14 weeks of pregnancy - no

yoba experience needed!

- For more info & to book visit

Downley Parish Council cown.er
Local Government Elections 2025

Thursday 1st May 2025 will see local elections across all of Buckinghamshire. to elect
councillors to Buckinghamshire Council and for Town and Parish Councils (if contested).

PARISH

Buckinghamshire Council will publish further details as we head towards May. The
Notice of Election will be published on Tuesday 18th March 2025.

Parish Councillors are passionate about their local communities and seek to make
changes to improve residents’ lives. Parish Councils can become involved in numerous
services such as allotments, street lighting, celebrations and festivals, community
projects and neighbourhood plans.

Parish Councillors are elected to serve the local community and so must live or work in

the parish area. If you are interested in becoming a Parish Councillor, then attending

the Parish Council meetings would be a good starting point to understanding the

work involved. We hold our meetings at the Downley Community Centre from

7:30 pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Beyond that, May 1st 2025 provides

an opportunity for people to stand for election and there are further details on the

Downley Parish Council website under links “How to become a Parish Councillor”.
Giles Tandy, Parish Clerk - Clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

| Annual Downley Village Rogation Walk !

Sunday 25th May 2.00pm

www.nestandnurture.net/pregnancy-yoga

A‘ I\ /\, | camilyFiendl Meet on The CoEr:Dmém b tla%ﬂggglggglgl Bus Stop Dogs on Leadsl
Downley Parish Notice Boards STREET LIGHTING

Notices for the Parish notice boards should be
left at the Community Centre. Notices must be
received one month in advance of the event.
Notice boards are updated on the first Thursday of
each month. Please post notices into the letterbox

GSL

PROPERTY SERVICES

Please report all lighting repairs
to the Parish Clerk

01494 25 77 11

email clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

Kitchens Bathrooms House Refurbishment at the Community Centre clearly marked for the
. . . . L. Clerks attention. Please notify the Clerk if you
Plastering Interior & Exterior Painting Carpentry have posted a notice at the centre by emailing to Includ't]a the stree:J nan|1_ehand the
Laminate Flooring Tiling Guttering clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org nearest house number, lights cannot
Wood Fencing Gates Decking All notices must be for local non profit organisations. be reported without this information.
Please ensure that A5 size notices are supplied.
Bespoke Garden Rooms DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of the month
at Downley Community Centre, School Close 7.30pm
Up to 30 minutes are allowed for public questions

Downley Parish Council, Community Centre School Close, Downley, HP13 5TR
The Clerk can be contacted on 01494 25 77 11 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)
E: clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org « www.downleyparishcouncil.org
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FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES, CONTACT US TODAY!
E: gary@gslpropertyservices.co.uk « T: 07932473502
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Jill - Tutor

11 + Tutoring and Mock Tests

Students learn topics and skills they will need whatever school they move on to following the
selection exam, and they maximise their academic potential both in exams and in school work.

Mock tests give students a chance to acclimatise to exam taking and to learn that exams are to be

enjoyed and not dreaded.

* Literacy and numeracy help for all ages.

* KS3/4 Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Maths.

* KS5 Biology.

Resident in Downley, I am a science graduate, a qualified
teacher and a mum.

To discuss your needs please text me;

Jill: 0773 860 99 44

Hall for Hire

in Downley

St James Church Hall, Plomer Hill HP13 5NB

For regular bookings or special occasions

(atering Kitchen

Modern building in a quiet, convenient
location behind St James Church.

(an accommodate up to 100 persons

A large on-site car park

3 toilets, including one that is wheelchair
accessible

For more details please see the website at
www.stjamesdownley.org.uk
or contact Hilary Perowne
at hilmad1842@gmail.com
or Telephone - 07973 770180

KHILINE )

Electrical Services

Reliable, local electrician with
15 years experience.

All domestic / commercial
works undertaken.

Y Complete rewires

} Consumer units / fuseboard upgrade
\ Small works / fault finding

\ Outdoor lighting

A New build 1% & 2" fix

Ryan Stockton
E: ryan@skylineelectrical.co.uk

Tel: 07805 926329
\_ X

P =
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Downley Common News

The last quarter started off with a

very successful bonfire and torchlight
procession at which all the torches were
sold and the weather held fine. Thank you
to all those who helped build the bonfire,
assembled the torches and helped out on
the night.

The DCPS organised the New Year
lighting of the beacon on 31 December at
midnight. The weather was a bit stormy
and, as can be seen in the picture, the
wind caused some issues such as flying
fireballs. Nevertheless, everyone seemed to
enjoy the evening.

Our work party |
in January was
significantly
affected by the
cold weather
at that time.
The intention |
was to continue |
clearing excess
rushes from R
Mannings Pond |
but thick ice

made this a bit difficult so we reverted to
doing a tree survey which is part of our
new management plan. This concentrated
on the area of woodland to the north

of Vale Cottage and the objective was

to identify specimen trees that need

some encouragement. Such trees can be
crowded out by other growth such as holly
that can deprive the specimen of nutrients
and which therefore need to be removed.
In fac, it turns out that the whole area

is full of specimen trees and there is far
too much competing holly. Ivy is also
presenting a major load on many of the
trees in this area as was seen by a number
of fallen trees that have succumbed to
excessive ivy overgrowth.

We recorded
the position
and
condition

of the more
significant
trees in the
area and also
measured
their girth.
The largest
trees
measured

up to 3.5m
around the
trunk and from this we can estimate
their approximate age. For example, the
average growth rate of an oak tree is 1.88
cm circumference per year which for the
example above works out at about 190
years. However, this calculation tends

to underestimate for trees in woodlands
where the competition tends to reduce
growth rates so an oak of 3.5m girth

is likely to be around 390 years old
according to www.wdvta.org.uk/pdf/
Estimating-the-age-of-trees.pdf. Veteran
trees are classified as anything over three
metre girth.

Bill Thompson.

Downley Common Preservation Society.
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HUNTS DECOR

PAINTER & DECORATOR
FREE QUOTES

FRIENDLY SERVICE

Contact Mark

>< markdecor1966@gmail.com ) 07775 626 752

Frar
af the

Even the inest of s

need a little .

paintwork

Revive! repairs those unpleasant bumper scuffs, eye-sore So call Byron today free on:
damage to your wheels, and those small annoying

scratches on your vehicle. But with Revive! you get more 0800 31 6 6027

than a paint touch-up. You get a lifetime guarantee* on Mobile:

the work we do, a quality professional service and a 07779 325201

pristine looking vehicle.
or visit our website:

FOP2I L o o e s www.revive-uk.com

repaired is still undes the customens cwnership.

o

MODIE Car Cane
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Downley Community Centre

Building Maintenance

Plans for the fitting of solar panels on the
roof have been delayed as Bucks Council
(who previously owned the building) requires
proof that there are no bats in residence! As
the building is just inside a conservation area
a second more in-depth bat survey is now
planned during the next bat season in late
spring. On completion a second planning
application will be submitted.

Other minor issues have included replacing
the back door fire exit by the buggy shelter
with a new solid wooden door and fixing
electrical issues such as the outside flood
light. Redecoration of the lobby and toilets
has been re-scheduled for early April.

Christmas

a) The trustees would like to thank
Downley Parish Council chair Moyra
Lazenby and Wendy Steneskog for their
Christmas tree donation complete with
lights and decorations that were hung by
Sunshine Montessori.

b) Pantomime - The Centre’s first ever
pantomime “Beauty & the Beast” - was
almost full for both the morning and
afternoon performances. The actors were
a professional touring group who had
performed the show 44 times in recent
weeks, mainly in schools, before their
finale at Downley Community Centre.
Parents reported that the show seemed
very fresh and was performed with

Ty 7]

e @

colourful
backdrops
and
excellent
sound and
lighting.

Warm Hub
The Centre was used Downley
N . Community Centre
twice in January for its
first “WARM HUB?” This was organised
by the Wycombe Wanderers Foundation
- a charitable arm of the football club that
fundraises and manages a wide variety of
events. Each Warm Hub provides a hot
dinner, chat and board games for anyone
over 50 years and is free. Check location
in advance on 01494 455736 or email
community@wwfc.com They will be back
with us again on 4th March.

Exciting News!

The best is saved for last as for some time
the trustees have been evaluating an online
booking system that will streamline all
bookings and ensure greater accuracy.

Trials and tests are nearing completion so
please await news of the date we will be
going live. At that point all hirers, both
regular and casual, will be able to access
the booking calendar on-line and reserve
slots based on live availability.

Hirers - the latest list of regular hirers and
their groups at Downley Community Centre
is printed in the round-up schedule at the end
of this magazine.

Discover everything happening at the
Downley Community Centre by visiting
our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/thedownleycommunitycentre
where you can stay updated on events,
activities, and community news.

Downley Old School Management Association
(DOSCA) committee
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Biology Tutor
A level & GCSE
Experienced female tutor
PhD in Biology

0
e O
AN pysiness ©

13 years teaching experience

Do you have pests causing damage

or sleepless nights?

Rats, Glis Glis, Mice, Wasps,
Moles, Fleas, Moths,
Pigeons, Insects, etc.

Excellent track record of
improving students grades

Contact
Organise a free, no obligation, Domestic, commercial,
. one off treatments
get to know you session .
. . and service contracts.
Nel Ridgway Tutoring

07889 624647
Tomcolespestguard@gmail.com

Nel.Ridgway1@gmail.com

Downley eNews
a monthly update on local events

Do you find the Village News useful
but a bit infrequent? Can you receive
electronic updates but are not interested
in social media such as Facebook? Then
the Downley eNews is for you.

This is a monthly email from the
Downley Communications Forum which
runs the village news, the downley.org
website and community Facebook page
and is targeted at those who can manage
electronic communication through a PC
or tablet/smartphone but dislike or are

uninterested in social media.

eNews content is typically local events
coming up in the next couple of months
that are likely to be of interest to readers.
Any local organisations that wish to
publicise their events should send details
to info@downley.org. Commercial
organisations can be accommodated but
will be expected to also advertise in the
village news.

If you are interested in receiving the
eNews then you need to sign up on our
website at https://www.downley.org/
news/enewsletter.

The Window Dcoctor

CARE & REPAIR FOR ALL YOUR
UPVC & ALUMINIUM WINDOW

& DOOR PROBLEM

* Replacement of broken down sealed units g bl

- misting up inside glass
» Adjust front & back doors that do not shut
+« New handles, hinges and door locks
* Replacement of patio door wheels
* New security handles with keys
+ New door panels and cat flaps
* New Georgian style or leaded style sealed units

= All insurance work = Burglary damage + Servicing

PLUS INSTALLATIONS OF NEW UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS e Pro,

Call us for a FREE Survey and Quotation,

Gug,

.
%,
u o\'o

Registered Company

No call out charge i P
Tel: 01865 891776

Friendly Family Established Business

Cowling & Co. Mob: 07860 435742

www.windowdoctor.co.uk
email: cowlingandcothewindowdoctor@gmail.com
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COULD YOU HELP DELIVER DOWNLEY VILLAGE NEWS?

We need additional volunteers to help deliver Downley News four times a

year. We have some regular rounds to cover and also need some cover for
holidays etc. To find out more please email editor@downley.org.

Welcome to

C—FFEE
.ST0P

Every Monday Morning

except Bank Holidays

10.30am - 12.30pm

@ St James Church Hall, Downley

Village News ® February 2025
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Le De Spencers Arms

Make the Le De your local refreshment stop. Inside you will find a warm,
friendly atmosphere with an open fire, low ceilings and rustic beams.
Outside is a large attractive garden with a patio, prettily planted arbour
and a safe children’s play area. Booking advisable at this time!

01494 535317
sarah@ledespencersarms.co.uk | www.ledespencersarms.co.uk

Keep up with what's on and download our menu on our website. ﬁ
Plus share chat and photos on our facebook page LeDeSpencersArms

G|l it e

Led by WEST END Professional, Emma'B
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Downley Theatre Group

Members of the Theatre Group have
already been offered the opportunity

to see “Starlight Express”, “Hamilton”,
“Moulin Rouge” and “Oliver!” in

2025. All these trips are fully booked.
Occasionally, people’s plans change so
it’s worth joining the mailing list to be
notified of last-minute cancellations and
future outings.

We'll be looking at shows for later in the
year soon, along with visiting the Palace

of Westminster as our trip last July was
cancelled due to the General Election.
New members are welcome, please get in
touch with us to be added to the mailing
list. There’s no joining fee or obligation to
go on any of the outings.

Alan & Claire Baker
Downley Theatre Group - Established 2001

downleytheatregroup @gmail.com
01494 437 552

Downley Methodist Church (Sunnybank)

Well, what a year 2024 was!

The chapel’s 200-year Anniversary. We
are the oldest church in the Circuit and
we celebrated with a number of different
events, the final one being a free Coffee
Concert on a wet and windy Saturday
morning in November with a packed
church. Our thanks to those folk who
organised and took part in all our events,
especially to our Minister, Rachael, and
to everyone who came along to support
the celebrations.

In the midst of all the frantic activity
however, it’s all too easy to get swept
along with the busyness and not allow
ourselves time to pause, reflect and
recognise just what we have.

In Downley, we're very fortunate to live in
a beautiful place, with easy access to buses
and the town’s various facilities, frequent
trains to London and Birmingham but
also wonderful green space, with many
miles of footpaths right on our doorstep.

Our thoughts around Christmas were
being guided towards a “Hush the Noise”
theme which focussed on setting aside

the hectic busyness and listening. Making
time to listen to the silence, to our inner
thoughts, to appreciate our blessings and
to listen to God who is always ready to
listen to us.

It seems that fewer people write New
Year’s Resolutions these days, but taking
time to do so always seems to help lift
one’s mind to greater things. To rise above
daily concerns and problems and focus

on more important things — a change

of attitude, a lifestyle shift, a long-held
objective, an intention to be different, to
be better. So maybe we all need to make
some time to reflect on what we have,
where we are in life and where God would
like us to be.

It may be belated, but may we all at
Sunnybank still wish you a very reflective

A combination of features which we too and peaceful New Year.

often take for granted but which are .

seldom found elsewhere. Clive Knapman
Village News ® February 2025 13



SAFE EAR WAX
REMOVAL SERVICE

Microsuction and Irrigation methods used
UK Microsuction Ltd Certified

The Grange
Restaurant & Gift Shop

Booking Arrangements
are very flexible
made to fit your needs.
Safe and comfortable
consulting space.

£45 for two ears.

Based in the beautiful Chiltern Hills, The Grange
welcomes you for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea.

OPENING HOURS ‘,é“‘[*“lm FINDING THE GRANGE
Every day 09:00 - 16:00 & Haw Lane, Saunderton,
The Grange Princes Risborough
% b HP2T 9NS

. ¥
Hehang®

01844 348100

Raising Funds for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People & Hearing Link

Contact Sue by phone, text, Whatsapp or Email
T: 07585 800 980
E: sue.mutedwhispers@gmail.com
K Muted Whispers Nextdoor App Susan Trevena

Registered charity in England and Wales no. 203358 and Scotland no. SC040486

www.thegrangesaunderton.org.uk

Mark Gonsalves
Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist

KBBI

Institute of Kitchen, Bed & Bath Install
Membership Number F1305-0016

Kitchen’s supplied at trade prices - Howdens, Magnets, Benchmarx.
Plumbing - taps, radiators, leaks, pumps etc.
Carpentry - doors, skirting boards, shelving, partition walls
Floor and wall tiling - ceramics, porcelain, natural stone, glass
Flooring - solid, engineered, laminate, ‘Amtico’ vinyl.

Free no obligation quotations and advise
Tel: 01494 474449 Mob: 07905 214823
Email: mgbuildingservices@yahoo.co.uk
Address: 61 Kingshill Crescent, High Wycombe, HP13 5NF

You can view pictures of my work and independent feedback from clients @
www.mybuilder.com/profile /view/mgbuildservices
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Downley Voices

New Year and it’s all change for Downley
Descants; we have renamed to Downley
Voices which reflects the fact that we are
now a truly mixed choir. We have also
moved the venue of our rehearsals to St
James’ Church which is more accessible
and has plenty of car parking as opposed
to Sunnybank Church where we started
in 2012 and continued to sing there until
last Autumn. Many thanks to Sunnybank
for hosting us for twelve years and being
so welcoming and accommodating to us;
we will be forever grateful.

Although the name has changed, we are
still your local community choir. We
hold this sense of community with great
importance, as we always have. It has
been proven that singing is good for your
health, both mental and physical and,
while we have great fun at rehearsals, we
do work hard to be the best we can be in
our concerts through the year. We achieve
this with the help of our highly talented
and professional music team. We are
totally different to “franchise” choirs who
sing to a backing track and pay a huge
amount for the privilege. Some must even
buy their own music on top. We have a
musical director and an accompanist so
sing to live music. Our subscription rates
are kept to the minimum to cover our
costs and we donate towards local good
causes from the proceeds of our concerts.
There is no requirement for an audition,
and we don’t charge for the music! If you
want to join in with our fun rehearsals,

The Times They Are A-changing

why not join us for a couple of weeks to
see how much you enjoy it. At our last
rehearsal, four new people came along,
and all left with smiles on their faces
saying they would be back next week.

Let us know beforehand and we
will make you most welcome. Just
contact Lyn on 07974026213 or
grannyandbobby@tiscali.co.uk
and tell us you are coming.

We are developing a new website
(downleyvoices.org) with the generous
help of Downley Old School Community
Association, we must thank them for this.

At our recent highly successful Christmas
Concert we raised £750 for Wycombe
Homeless Connection which was topped
up to £1000 by a generous donation from
an anonymous member of our choir.
There was even a mini pantomime which
seemed to go down well with the audience

(Oh Yes it Did!)

We were asked to sing at The Heights
Nursing Home in November to entertain
the residents. I think, generally, they
enjoyed our performance and even joined
in with singing some of the songs.

2025 will be an exciting year for Downley
Voices as we have been asked to be the
guests at a Reading Male Voice Choir
concert in June. This choir is one of the
premier male voice choirs in the south

of England and we feel very honoured to
have been asked.

Bob Cook (Bass)
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Hillclimb Garage News

A Bumper Christmas Market and 2024 Electric Vehicle Sales
Report and what was the most popular car and colour 2024?

Littleworth Christmas Market 2024
And just like that, Christmas is over

and we are already looking forward to
warmer weather and Downley Day in
June! Looking back, we were proud to
once again host the Littleworth Christmas
Market in December. Thank you to
Shirley Ellis and her amazing team for
organising the event again this year, to all
the fabulous stall holders and especially all
the wonderful people who came along to
support the market. The Christmas Market
is another great example of the lovely
community spirit we have in Downley and
we are so proud to be a part of it.

2024 Electric Vehicle Sales Report

We have been
48,340 ..
w1ss | providing updates
42,618
s | over the last

2862 | few jssues of the
32,370

217 | Downley Village
2020z | News on how
“%] the electric and
hybrid car market is developing in the
UK. Almost 2 million new cars were
registered in the UK in 2024, 2.6% up on
2023. Of these, 19.6% were pure Battery
Electric Vehicles (BEV). A record year,
being more than 21% up on the previous
year, but still short of the government
mandate for BEV’s to be 22% of the
market. Hybrid Electric Vehicles (HEV)
and Plug in Hybrid Electric Vehicles
(PHEV) accounted for 13.4% and 8.6%

of the market respectively.

(SN N -N-N-N NN

HILLCLIMB

2 g‘-@\(&

Manufacturers
32,862 .
e, | continue to pour
1425 | bjllions of pounds
15,651

12953 | of investment and
11,617

nss | incentives into
'een | the high voltage
%27 | car market and
now have 132 Zero Emission Vehicle
(ZEV) models available, with an average
range of 280 miles — more than two
weeks’ of driving for most people. The
primary issue with BEV purchases is a
lack of private buyers, with only 1 in 10
choosing a BEV in 2024. More action

is needed by government to stimulate
private demand and accelerate rollout of
charge points to provide more confidence

for private drivers to make the switch.

Source SMMT

For those that have switched to BEV or
Hybrid, Hillclimb is a specialist in the
service and repair of these vehicles and
will continue to invest in the evolution
of alternative fuels to ensure we can
maintain your car in the future, however
it is powered.

fgococeooccoe

What was the most popular car and
colour of the year?

The best-selling car last year was the Ford
Puma, with the Kia Sportage and Nissan
Qashqai in second and third, respectively.
The best-selling BEV was the Tesla Model
Y, with the Audi Q4 e-tron coming in
second and the Tesla Model 3 in third.

The most popular colour was Grey, for the
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TOP 10 CAR COLOURS 2024

Colour Mo. Registrations % market share

% volumae
change an 2023

seventh year running! Black was second

and Blue came in third. Source SMMT

As always, we finish with a huge thank
you to everyone who continues to support
us. As your local, independent garage

we, in turn, are here to support you and
maintain your vehicle to the highest
standards.

Whatever the reason, we are here

SERVICE — REPAIR — SUPPORT - ADVICE

@ CHAMELEON SINGLES GROUP

Our winter events have mainly been
indoors with some members hosting
events at home. Perhaps a good thing with
the recent cold snap as we look towards
the warmer days of spring and summer.
As usual we had a Christmas Dinner
Dance, this time held at the Spindle &
Thread in High Wycombe. There were
16 of us who enjoyed a 3-course meal
along with drinks and a disco to end the
evening. It was a great evening out as
2024 drew to a close.

Our AGM is held at the end of January
and is very much a planning meeting for
events in the coming year. We will be
looking forward to some more day trips
out and perhaps a short holiday too. We
continue to do our walks on a regular
basis and this year once again will be
supporting one of the Snowdrop Walks in
West Wycombe Park.

Along with our popular regular events,
including the Lunch Club on the second
Friday of the month and the Pub Night
on the last Thursday, we continue to

do much more driven by our members
and their ideas. We plan to attend the

Hazlemere Community Centre Quiz in
early March and so far we have avoided
the wooden spoon! We have yet to be
declared winner but will continue to try.

For those who want to join us from home
we have a Zoom social where we catch

up for 40 minutes once a month. This is
particularly useful for those who cannot
easily get out and is also a place to swop
ideas for future events and plan any travel.

If you are single, 40-60’s, looking
for new friends and a great social
life why not give Chameleon Singles
Group a try? There are no strangers
at Chameleon, just new friends to
be made. The group has several
local people from Downley, West
Wycombe, Sands, Bledlow Ridge
and the surrounding areas and you
would be very welcome too. To

find out more call Terrie on 01494
445816, Trevor on 07879 332975 or
e-mail: info@chameleonsingles.org.
uk. Visit the group on-line at www.
chameleonsingles.org.uk or search

Facebook.
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00 MUSICT

Bring your baby, teddler or pre-scheoler aleng to Moo Music.
Join Elvan (and Maggie Moo) for weekly multi-sensory musical
fun. We sing, we dance and we play using instruments, props,
puppets, lights and everyone’s favourite .. bubbles!

Contact Elvan: 07360 745264
elvan@mooe-musiccouk

moo-music.cou k_.f’f“] wm b

Fridays at Downley Community Centre germ time oniy)

SUTTONS

Property Maintenance

All General Maintenance Works Carried Out

Painting & Decorating - internal & External
Wall & Floor Tiling Plumbing
Minor Roof Repairs All Types of Fencing
Blocked Drains Gutters Replaced/Cleared

Patio Specialists including Porcelain Patios

Decking

Call Trevor today for a free estimate, no obligation

01494 638953 07754948 743

suttonsproperty@aol.com « www.facebook.com/suttonsproperty
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Spring 2025

Wal, hello and a rather late happy new year to you orl,
wal wot a funny old year larst year eh? Rain and rain and

then an autumn of gloom and fog, where had the sun got
we arsked our selves—but are we downhearted? Oh no,
because us gardiners are orlways full of thoughts of things beginning to grow, nature
sorts itself out and I reckons we duz the same, ‘hope springs eternal’ so sum wun ses,
“wal orf he gose agin, too much a'wanderin the woods, thinkin too much, wal at least
he’s out of the house” ses Mrs H...

So wot duz a gardiner do in the Spring eh? Wal, pretty much everything, and sum
things you may have got done orlreddy, like digging in yor green manure from larst
autumn’s sowin, to get some better structure into the soil, especially if you've got a
plot up Jubilee to get that clay broken up a bit, and spread sum of yoor home made
compost where it needs it. Then get sum sowin and plantin done. I likes to get my
tommy toes sown, so that by May they’ll be up a couple of inches reddy for a’pottin
on. Then plant onion setts as soon as you can, and broad beans to get an early crop
so as not to upset the senior management with big corse beans which needs shellin
to meet her high standards eh! “He’s finally got the message I reckons” ses Mrs H.
Of corse there’s lots of sowin to do, just read on... There’s a’sprinklin annual flower
seeds in gaps in yor borders, nasturshalums orlways good, poppies, marigolds and
so on then get sum of these into seed boxes for transplantin or thinning out if direct
sown, cabbages, beetroot, lettuces, chard, spinach and so on. And you’ll orlreddy
tidied up a bit more so that bulbs like snowdrops and daffs can get a bit of room. And
of corse it’s daff bloomin time, see how long you’ll have em out in the gardin, ours
woz out for two months larst year. Then there’s squashes, mine did well larst year,
so get em plantid in pots in the greenhouse or winder sill, I've still got four Turks
Turbans stored up reddy to add to an interestin soup, we’ve found that Pumkins like
Jackos don’t larst too well, so I suggests that you use em up first, arfter Halloween
of corse! Summat I’ve never bin successful with is dwarf French beans, I don’t know
why, but my runners woz good, especially “enorma” and “scarlet emperor”. Oh, a
good lady in the gardin club donated sum ollyock seeds, mine are just cumin up,
nothing like em for a good show in the summer.

Then there’s this bit I found in a gardinin book... you knows I likes spuds but
William Cobbett , 1823 hated em, he said... “ t is the root of sloveness, filth, misery
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MARK EVANS

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

Gas Safe registered no. 118353
Full Liability Insurance

30 year’s experience
Competitive rates

Complete bathroom installation
Boiler servicing and repairs
New boilers and unvented hot water systems
Central heating systems

Solar panels

Small work also undertaken
Local and reliable

Free quotes/No call out charge

T.01494 718 661 M. 07779 013 565

Comefv\m\ Join us
‘Por A _ohwl' over A

Every Thursday morning at
St James’ Church; Downley
From 10.30 to 12.00.

Feel free to bring a friend

Plomer H|II Downley, ngh Wycombe, HP13 5NB
Tel: 01494 534 315 www.stjamesdownley.org.uk™

ST JAMES CHURCH
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and slavery, its use in England has seen the increase of paupers, but now the English

seem to be on the return of beer and bread” Wal you can’t please em orl eh!
y p

My French cousin J d’Artichoke told me that a neighbour of his uses goat droppins to

make a little nest into which he drops a pumkin seed to germinate, it orlways works

he ses, but first get yourself a goat eh!

Wal, that’s it for now, so I'll say Cheerio, keep you on a’diggin,

See you up the plot, and a’bientot.

J. Heartycough. Sent from my iSpade.

Simply Walk - Downley

The Simply Walkers
Christmas Lunch (16th
December) was a great

end to the walking year.
After our usual Monday Walk, we

filled two rooms at the Downley Old
School Community Centre with lovely
food, wine, music and laughter. Those

in attendance were representative of
Mondays and Thursdays current walkers
and some returning past walkers just
coming to say hello and join in the fun;
there were new faces and a lot of old
jokes! The music was provided by Pat
Greggor and “The Hybrids’, her quartet of
saxophone players, who gave us Christmas
songs and carols to add to the atmosphere,
and an energetic rendition of the 12 days
of Christmas to round it off. We were

also able to donate to the players’ chosen
charity, MacMillan Cancer Support.

As a result of the Covid pandemic, we
found our numbers at a low ebb for

a few years, but this year’s Christmas
Lunch seems to have broken the ice again
and we had a good attendance at the
Christmas event. The number of walkers

on Mondays and éi

Thursdays is increasing Simply Walk
again on a regular basis.
We are getting 20+
walkers regularly and
after a recent Thursday walk we had 18
people coming back for coffee. A roomful
of people laughing, chatting, keeping up
with the conversations started on the walk
and continued over a cup of coffee or tea.
It was a very encouraging sight, let’s hope
for more of it. It was buzzing with life and
enthusiasm.....or was it delight at the very
nice cake someone had kindly brought in
for a treat?

Jeanne Steward

Our walks meet and finish at the
Community Centre with tea/coffee after

MONDAY 10am for a 12 hour walk
11am for either the 1 hour
THURSDAY (evel 2 walk or shorter level 1 walk
ALL WALKS HAVE A TRAINED LEADER/ BACK MARKER
NEW WALKERS MUST COMPLETE
AN ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM

Contact Simply Walk on 07802 260812,
email simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
or visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk
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Clubs Societies Schools - Promote your event here for FREE!

Join us
b4 every week
Smply Welk/ for walks in
your local
Downley countryside

A chance to meet new friends and feel good!

MONDAY 10am for a 1%2 hour walk

11am for either the 1 hour

THURSDAY [evel 2 walk or shorter level 1 walk
all walks meet and finish at the
Community Centre with tea/coffee after
ALL WALKS HAVE A TRAINED LEADER
AND BACK MARKER - Walk at your own pace
NEW WALKERS MUST COMPLETE
AN ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM
Contact Simply Walk on 07802 260812,
email simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
or visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk

DOWNLEY
BRIDGE CLUB

meet every Thursday
at the Downley Community Centre
from 7-10 15pm.

We are a small friendly club and all
standards of players are welcome with
or without a partner. Our club would
be ideal for those who play bridge but
are hesitant in taking the next step and
joining a club.

email: syme.pat@gmail.com
phone: 01494 530558
www.bridgewebs.com/downley

D

Girlguiding

Downley Brownies and Guides
would welcome new members

Downley Guide & Scout Centre, Coates Lane HP13 5UX
Tuesdays
5-10years from 5.30pm until 6.45pm
Guide aged Girls from 10 years from 7pm until 8.30pm

Girls take what they do in guiding with them, as they grow up.
Everything from working in a team, to taking the lead, to
speaking out on issues they care about. It helps them develop
the skills and confidence to become the young women they
want to be, and to make a difference to the world around them.

For more information or to Register please visit
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child/

Wiy combe
Concert -~

-

Band

Has vacancies &<
for all players of brass
and woodwind instrument. —

Any standard welcome

Subscription £40 per term

Or contact Call/text Bill Thompson on
Margaret Stagg / Janet Smith
jansmith1611@gmail.com - margaretstagg75@gmail.com 07989 748654
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Littleworth Road Christmas Market

Our 4th Littleworth Road Christmas
Market went ahead as planned on 15
December 2024. Thankfully the weather
was kind to us and all ran smoothly, with
our largest number of traders to date!

We've had some really good feed back
on our markets both via Facebook
comments, both pre- Market 24 (people
recommending it to friends or trader
friends) as well as post-Market saying
how full and varied it was with a great
atmosphere. It’s always difficult to judge
things when you are involved in the
organising, so hearing back from people
who support us is always great!

There were 24 stalls (inside and out)
including 2 food stalls, The Candy
Store and Rungs Thai Food, which are
always a great success. Also many selling
varied self-made and very professional
looking crafts, gifts and jewellery, with

price ranges to suit all pockets, as well as

local honey and the Downley Orchard
apple juice - and of course the man in

red, Santa, and our Mulled Wine stall
(which had some competition this year
from the re-arranged - due to bad weather
the previous weekend - decorating of the
Parish Tree on Jubilee Common who were
also selling mulled Wine). We managed
to raise a healthy £420 final total for the
Wycombe Food Hub!

I’d like to thank each and everyone who
supported us; firstly Mark Darvill for
allowing us yet again to use Hillclimb
Garage forecourt and showroom; our
Littleworth Tree; all our traders, some
regular, some new; blessed volunteers
who helped set up and clear away gazebos
and tables; and all the lovely people

who came along on the day! Whether to
browse or buy, you all added to the great
atmosphere.

Shirley Ellis, Organiser
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Downley Evening W1

Hello and happy 2025 from us all at
Downley Evening W1.

Our local W1 continues to thrive and to
engage with all aspects of modern life,
through our informative speakers and the
activities we undertake. We are a friendly
group who welcome visitors and new
members. If you would like to join us and
‘try us out, please come along to St James’
Church, Plomer Hill, at 7.45pm on the
second Tuesday of the month. Any month
except March, that is, because March is
our birthday month, and our meeting is

theW

only open to our members oo e woney

that night as we celebrate

... I shan’t tell you what we get up to for
our birthday — you’ll have to join us to
find out! In the meantime, why not check
out our website? www.downleyeveningwi.
weebly.com You’ll find out much more
about us and get a flavour of who we are.
You can also contact dewipresident@
gmail.com

Hope to see you soon!

Angela Taplin

we are

cycling
yTne cyclists’ champion UK
Cycling UK has a number of local
groups including here in South

Buckinghamshire.

South Bucks Midweek group offer a
selection of rides every Wednesday from
easy paced to moderate to rides that are
faster and longer. Most rides meet at
09:30am and include a stop for elevenses
at a local café or garden centre followed
by lunch before returning home. There are
also coffee Pots at local venues on Fridays.

Chiltern Cycling offers both led rides and
coffee pots every Sunday with the focus
on welcoming new members. There are

a variety of different length rides along
with coffee stops all taking place on quiet
routes in the countryside that surrounds
our local area. Spring means we can
enjoy rides with coffee stops offering both
inside and outside space with most rides
returning to the start point.

Riding with Chiltern Cycling

Join your local Cycling UK group this winter

Chiltern Cycling have a Zoom social

on the 1st Thursday of each month at
8pm and a meet up clubroom at Little
Kingshill Baptist Church Hall on the 3rd
Thursday 8pm -10pm except July and
August.

There is something for everyone of all ages
and abilities who wants to get out with
both pedal bikes and e-bikers welcome.
Occasionally there is also a chance to do
some off-road riding.

Hope you can join us, you would be very
welcome!

For more Information:
Web: www.southbuckscycling.org.uk
E: publicity@southbuckscycling.org.uk
For general information about Cycling

UK visit: www.cyclinguk.org
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4 Chiltern Hills
4, 4. Montessori
7_Nursery

Downley
High Wycombe

s HP13 5AL

Women's Football
Thursdays
B.45pm - 7.45pm

* We are open 51 weeks 8am - 6am

* For babies (3 months) to 5 year olds

Men’s Football
Fridays
B30pm-2.25pm

* We cherish children and families

15 hours free education per week
for all 3 and 4 yr olds & some 2 yr olds

30 hours free education per week for eligible 3-4 year olds

Forest school sessions included

01494 531565

www.chilternhillsmontessori.co.uk
admin@chilternhillsmontessori.co.uk

ortgage

- Brokers
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The Village PCOP]C — The Heights Nursing Home

Well, what a year 2024 has been for

the residents at The Heights Nursing

Home in Downley. They have had a

lot of inspirational visits by some very

talented village people, local groups and

individuals who have given them the best

of their talents to brighten their days.
— .

One resident, Linda Powell, was
pleased to see the Downley Gardening
Society and took part in their creativity
programme at The Heights and entered
a rather beautiful floral painting in their
Autumn Fair Competition winning

her second prize. Alison and Julia from
the Society visit The Heights often,
supporting the residents to pot bulbs of
Tete-a-Tete Daffodils and Hyacinths for
their individual windowsills, as well as
potting various plants.

One memorable visit was back in March
from the Chiltern Hills Montessori
Nursery during Ramadan; Miss Mel and
her staff and the children were doing
random acts of kindness. The children
brought bulbs they had planted that
week for us to put in our garden. The
residents and staff were all delighted to
see the children, and it was a perfect way
to encourage intergenerational mixing.
They came again at Christmas time and
watched a bit of Cinderella, our own
internal pantomime, which brought
smiles to their faces.

We have had much fun too with pupils
from both Chiltern Woods School

and Downley School who visited
frequently, making us feel a part of the
local community. The Downley School
children excelled in providing a lovely
and lively book club by bringing their
favourite books to read aloud to residents,
bringing the stories alive with fantastic
interpretations and characterisations, all
wonderfully enjoyed by the residents and
supporting care staff alike.

We were also the grateful for the lovely
visit from the highly talented Downley
Descants Choir back in November who
came and sang to us and entertained for
well over an hour. Music is important
to us and the residents just loved singing
along with the Descants.

The very musical High Wycombe &
District u3a Ukulele group were also
very welcomed visitors to The Heights.
u3a have fabulously talented players who
know how to entertain! Many of them
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wore Santa hats for the occasion but some
even had antlers on their heads as part of
their very Christmassy costumes. There
was a real plethora of musical instruments
on show too as they twanged and banged
their way through the songs.

fabulous woodcarvers, Downley
Chipmunks, who delighted us with their
visit and creativity back in September
last year. Carol, from the Chipmunks,

brought in some lovely carved pieces and
talked us through how they create such
delicate and intricate carvings.

And back in May we also had a terrific
visit from the Bucks Masonic Carpet
Bowls team, which was an absolute joy to
former bowls enthusiast Dennis. He just
embraced the opportunity to bowl again.

As we move into 2025 we cannot wait for all
the wonderful new and returning visitors.

Downley Day Update

Our Christmas Tree Decorating event was
a great success and the mulled wine and

mince pies added an extra festive note to the
afternoon. We hope to repeat the event next

year.

The Downley Day committee is undergoing

some changes with the resignation of Garfield
Lewis who will be replaced by Kamila Turner.

Huge thanks to Garfield for his many years
of service ensuring the money comes in and
stays in! We are also losing Dave and Emma
Kendall in the summer so will be needing

someone to look after pitch bookings. Again,

many thanks to Dave and Emma for all
their hard work. Finally. we are looking for
someone to organise the Concert on the
Common this year. Please contact info@
downley.org if you're interested.
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UK GARAGE OF THE YEAR WINNERS - 2021, 2022, 2023 & 2024

Your Award Winning — Friendly —

50% Off Your MOT-

*Normal MOT Price £54.85

When booked with any Service

ALL VEHICLES WASHED
& SANITISED

We will Collect &
Deliver Your Car

Independent Garage in Downley

O] f]

VIDEO EVIDENCE OF
ALL WORK

HILLCLIMB

Complimentary
Courtesy Cars

01494 444481

www.hillclimbgarage.co.uk
servicemanager@hillclimbgarage.co.uk

P.K. STROY

QUALITY BUILDER

07876 254 131
peter.stroy@btinternet.com

EXTENSIONS  BRICKWORK  REFURBISHMENTS
BATHROOMS  PATIOS ~ KITCHENS
DRIVEWAYS  PROJECT MANAGEMENT

www.peterstroy.co.uk
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News from St James Church

“You, Lord, will keep the needy safe and will
protect us forever from the wicked” Psalm 12:7
Being safe is so important. We all want to
be safe and to keep our vulnerable adults

and children safe.

“ W There have always
| Mo A been dangers, and
people who have sought to harm or take
advantage of others. Now with more
technology there seem to be increasing
numbers of ways that this can happen.
We see many young people now being
bullied on social media platforms.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
victims of past abuse and those who are
living with abuse today. It is so hard to
stand up to abusers and it takes much
courage to do so, so we need to be
prepared to listen when people do pluck
up the courage to say something. This

is a very current issue in the Church of
England where Archbishop Justin Welby
has just rightly stood down from his
position over safeguarding failures. We
need to address and take responsibility for
the harm caused to others through our
failure to act on reports received in the
past, and we need to make changes for
the future.

I think that people sometimes see things
like this on the news and wonder what
happens at a local level, so I just wanted
to explain that. Downley is part of the
Oxford Diocese, and we have a very good
safeguarding team who give excellent
training and advice on any safeguarding
concerns. Each parish in the diocese has a
parish safeguarding officer who is trained
to deal with safeguarding concerns in the

parish, in the same way
that every school has a
safeguarding lead.

5T JAMES CHURCH

We know that, as much as we want to,
we cannot get rid of every danger, there
will always be those who seek to hurt
or abuse others, but having good clear
ways to report things that give us cause
for concern really help. Living in our
community, talking regularly to our
neighbours and looking out for others
around us also makes a big difference.

I know several elderly people whose
neighbours will ring them if they notice
they haven’t drawn their curtains in the
morning, just to check they are ok.

If you have concerns about others, you
can report abuse in High Wycombe to
the police (Call 999 in an emergency,

or 101 for non-emergencies. You can
also report abuse online or in person at a
police station), Buckinghamshire Council
(01296 383 962 for urgent safeguarding
concerns. www.buckinghamshire.gov.
uk/care-children-and-families/child-
protection-and-safeguarding/), or other
organizations.

[ pray regularly

\ for the safety of
my family and
friends and for the
congregations of St
James and all who
| live in Downley. I
‘dﬂ* know I cannot keep
everyone safe, but
I can ask God to do that. I find that when
I am feeling anxious about others it really
helps me to talk to God and imagine that
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e
natalic Jancy

NATALIE JANE
DANCE SCHOOL

Welcoming children aged 2-18
to a well established dance school.

ALTEA

BEAUTY ROOMS

For all beauty and holistic treatments in
a relaxing and friendly environment
CLASSES AVAILABLE IN DOWNLEY,

CHINNOR, LACEY GREEN AND
MONKS RISBOROUGH

Facials = Massage * Reflexology
* Manicures ¢ Pedicures
Gel nalls * Waxing ¢ Tinting

07855 296242
* Spray tans

www.njdance.co.uk

Spend £40 or over and get
£5 off with this advert.

Late evenings available

01494 528285

HIGH STREET « DOWNLEY
HIGH WYCOMBE « BUCKS HP13 5X)
www.alteadownley.com * info@alteadownley.com

FOR YOUR ENTIRE DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS NEEDS,
FROM REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE TO COMPLETE INSTALLATION.

* Additional socket outlets
* Fuse board upgrades
* Full electrical installations & rewires

s Electrical installation condition reports (EICR)
formerly known as “periodic inspection report”

* Gas boilers, cookers & fires

* Plumbing & Heating installation & repairs

 Full Bathroom suites

« Kitchen installations

* Fully qualified & compliant to 18™ Edition IEE regs.

* Part P approved for domestic installation & repair work

ELECTRICAL, GAS &
PLUMBING SERVICES

Contact us on

01494 443445

“We're a small company with a big heart”

INSTALLATION * SERVICING = REPAIR

Visit our website www.tlcdyou.biz
44 The Pastures, Downley, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 5LY

= ||

e (W TRUST | mafie=z =nn=
DOMESTIC [, = MARK APPROVED REGISTER
INSTALLER L S CONTRACTOR | .. safe Registration No: 563265
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I am lifting up those people and putting
them into God’s strong arms to look after.
You might find this helpful if you are
anxious about your loved ones.

Life at St James:
We continue to host
Growing Hope High
Wycombe giving free
therapy to children
with additional needs. You can find out

more about this at https://growinghope.
org.uk/high-wycombe/

Everyone is welcome
to our Messy Church
on the last Sunday of
each month 4-5.30pm
where we do crafts,
singing and eat together.

Heather Graham, Vicar of St James

we're very excited for the musical year

ahead.

We're currently preparing for a
performance at 7he Beaconsfield Festival of
Choirs in March. This will be our fourth
consecutive year at the festival and we're
delighted that this now features as a
regular date on our calendar.

The Autumn was our busiest season of
performances to date, from private parties
to John Lewis, Downley Gardening Society
and Downley Evening WI. The season
was well and truly full of Christmas
spirit, music and cheer! The pinnacle was
a wonderful Charity Christmas Concert
in aid of Chiltern Music Academy at

St Andrew’s Church. We raised £2,100
which will go towards supporting
disadvantaged young musicians. Thank

“The rhythm of life!”

you so much to everyone who came and
donated to such a wonderful cause - we
couldn’do it without you.

2025 is a particularly special year as

we are celebrating ten years of singing
together and contributing to our
community! During this time we’ve raised
over £13,000 for eleven local charities
and so, to celebrate, we're planning a
spectacular Charity Summer Concert with
champagne reception and buffet/party
afterwards - SAVE THE DATE - Sunday
28th September. More details to follow
soon!

You can follow us on our social media
channels (Instagram & Twitter: @
topnoteschoir, Facebook: Top Notes) to stay
updated on what we’re up to as well as
future concerts and ticket information.
You can also see us in action via our
YouTube Channel or get in touch via
topnotestunes@gmail.com for any general
enquires.

Here’s to a happy and healthy year full of
music and joy!
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"**X 4 Florence
>¢ Nightingale

+ X*’ HOSPICE CHARITY

Remember a loved one this spring with
a Precious Pink Peony

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity
has partnered with the magnificent
Waddesdon Manor to launch a very
special Forever Flowers event to celebrate
and remember loved ones this spring.

A stunning, temporary display of

1,200 bespoke metal pink peonies will
be installed in the Rose Garden at
Waddesdon Manor, near Aylesbury in
April. Each flower will represent the life,

love and memories of a loved one.

The Charity is offering you the
opportunity to be a part of this event by
dedicating one of these limited Precious

g‘hmmmg World

Contact your local Slimming World Consultant
and join a warm and friendly group today!

FIND US AT
VIBE CHURCH
EVERY TUESDAY

930am 5308 7pm
Contact Caroline Contact Kerry

07841 644 120 07887 567264
cS/mmu /
7*\'\,()\| — ]

#5 Vtastethefreedom
@ ¥ @ slimmingworld.co.uk  touching hearts, changmg lives

Pink Peonies, and an
invitation to a private
viewing of the display
on Monday 28th April
whilst the grounds are
closed to the public.
The installation will
then remain on display to the public
for three weeks. Once the installation
is removed, those who have dedicated
a flower will be able to take it home to
display as a forever keepsake.

By dedicating a Precious Pink Peony, you
will help us to provide compassionate
local hospice care and be there for

more patients and families across
Buckinghamshire and its borders.

To dedicate a Precious Pink Peony
visit https://www.fnhospice.org.uk/
foreverflowers or call 01296 429975 for

more information.

playgroup
Mondays during term-time 9.30-11.15am

£2 per family (cash and card accepted)

Downley Community Centre,
School Close, Downley, HP13 5TR

« A chance for local parents and carers to meet and for
babies and toddlers to make new friends!

» Seasonal arts and crafts

« Reading corner

» Hot and cold refreshments and snacks for everyone

« Baby changing facilities

 Free car parking

« Drop-ins welcome

Follow our page on Facebook — search for “Monday Minis”
Or Instagram — search for “Downley Monday Minis”

Contact Sam: downleymondayminis@gmail.com
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Downley Cricket Club

As snowy days subside and occasional
shafts of sunlight become more frequent,
here at Downley Cricket Club we are
gearing up for another season. A recent
inspection of the square reveals it to

be okay with plenty of grass and not
many weeds. There is evidence of moles
burrowing up towards the square, but just
affecting the junior football pitches so far.

Indoor nets are being planned in
conjunction with High Wycombe
Cricket Club at John Hampden School,
with HWCC’s excellent coach Obi who
has already been working with some of
Downley’s more enthusiastic and keen-to-
improve cricketers. HWCC welcome us
to use their superb outdoor nets — and bar
facilities - on the London Road, starting
after Easter. Since we only field one team,
HWCC play at Downley when the pitch
is free.

Several players have joined in the past

year and are already regular contributors,
Richard, Suresh, Fionn and Ben D. Having
new players join the club is important for
the running and future of DCC. With

the departure of Martin Birkett, our long
standing Secretary, we will be electing new
officers at the club AGM on Wednesday
5th February. This will be at the pavilion,
start time 19.30.

The team has players of mixed ability,
some star performers such as Graham
‘Boycs’ Swales (who catches everything and
purveys an unusual, but very successful
brand of flighted deliveries that brings

him a rich harvest of wickets) metronomic
wicket-taking speedsters such as Club
Chairman Graeme ‘Aikers’ Aitken and
Colin ‘Squeezer’ Caesar, big fast-bowlers
Rehaan ‘R-dog’ Vats and Amish Pandey

and swing-bowler James
Beavis. Batting is held
together by Pete ‘Ledge’
Stone, the elegant Rajat
Virat Kohli” Khator, stylish batter-keeper
Ben ‘Medals” Alsop, Ali Q, and big-hitter/
keeper Rob ‘Spreckers’” Spreckley. When
available, Aaron ‘AB’ Brown always
provides huge runs and brilliant fielding,

Plenty of work went into a hugely
successful President’s Day in August
thanks to Fionn and Morwenna with her
great publicity posters, Awais — and his
Mum’s cooking - and the extraordinarily
hard-working Anna Hughes and Squeeze
at the food and drinks counters. Charlie’s
Fine Legs easily beat Awais’ Leg Side
Legends in the Final as the light faded. It
was the biggest such event for at least the
last ten years.

Throughout the season, our all-action
captain Ben Hughes who changes the
course of many games with his batting,
bowling and catching, ensures that
everyone has a fair crack of the whip and
every opportunity to contribute. Win

or lose, there is plenty of laughter and
good-natured comments to keep drifting
minds in the field sharp. Afterwards the
opposition and us repair to the hospitable
Mark and Sarah’s Le de Spencer Arms,
where on a summer’s evening kids play on
the swings while mums and dads partake
of the excellent food and drink, and
relaxing chat.

If you are interested in playing for
Downley in the coming season, or helping
with scoring or umpiring or pitch and
ground preparation, please contact us at
webmaster@downleycc.co.uk and you will
be made most welcome.
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School Close, Downley HP13 5TR

Support your local voluntary Library

MMUN,
A %
Downley Commumty Centre
T: 01494 528133

enquiries@downleylibrary.org.uk
follow us, link through ‘groups’

Join Our Community Library Team

Do you love books and want to make a difference in your community?
We're looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help at our local Library!
What is involved.

« Just a few hours of your time each month

« A welcoming and supportive environment

« No prior experience is needed - full training will be provided
Whether you're a seasoned book lover or simply looking for a way
to contribute, wed love to have you on board.

Let’s work together to keep our Library thriving!

Interested? Please contact us by email or phone.

see what's new on our shelves

OPEN
Monday 10 - 12 noon

Thursday 3 - 5pm
Saturday 10 - 12 noon

WHY NOT VISIT
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

SEARCH Downley Community Library

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

CaC

WWW. careandcompanlons co.uk

Quality Service, Quality
Carers, Choice and
Great Value

Companions

Looking for care or companionship at home for
yourself, a friend or relative. Either for respite or
regular visits?

A few hours per day or per week? Live- in care?

We help you choose your Carer, matching your
requirements and preferences to one of our top
quality, thoroughly screened, trained and insured
Carers.

Examples of support include: Personal care,
housekeeping, trips out, shopping, cooking, pet
care, companionship...

Wf'

LEARN MORE

or talk to one of the team
01494 578127

1 SOLUTION FOR ALL YOUR

£\ . / + f PROPERTY SERVICES

All Round Props rty

-Care Ltd-

OUR SERVICES

1 SOLUTION FOR ALL YOUR

PROPERTY SERVICES

L 01494 355001 www.ar-pc.co.uk i infoilar-pc.co.uk
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Downley Gardening Society

November meeting review

Sandy Primrose had us entranced, as he
always does, with his talk entitled “A tale
of two poppies™ the opium poppy and
the field or corn poppy. The background
to the opium poppy was fascinating. A
papyrus had been discovered dating back
to 1600BC which described how opium
was used for quietening crying children.
The Minoan civilisation on Crete
worshipped the poppy wearing the flowers
in their headdresses. In the Middle Ages
opium was known as laudanum (opium
dissolved in alcohol) and this was still on
sale until the mid-1950’s. Shakespeare
referred to “Twilight Sleep” in Othello.
Many famous poets are known to have
been addicted to opium - Byron, Keats,
Shelley, Coleridge. Currently the biggest
supplier of opium in the world - for
medicinal purposes — is Tasmania. Sandy
explained the convoluted history which
led to the opium wars...our love of tea has
a lot to answer for!

December meeting review

Top Notes choir sang a medley of
Christmas and other songs which was
a delightful start to the last meeting of
the year. This was followed by a short
interlude when mulled wine and Alex’s
home-made mince pies were devoured
prior to the fun seasonal quiz prepared
and delivered by our own John Willson
We also visited the Christmas lights in
Kew gardens.

January meeting review
Our January meeting was on Zoom. One

of the benefits of having a meeting on
Zoom is that we can book speakers from
further afield as we don’t have to pay
travelling expenses, and certainly at the
moment it saves spreading the cold and flu
bugs which are currently circulating. Fiona
Inches from The Royal Botanic Gardens
in Edinburgh gave an informative and
interesting talk about the current palm
house restoration at the gardens.

Dates for your diary:
February meeting - Monday 17th
February 2025, 7.30pm - Lucie Ponsford
will present a talk on “The Mimosa Way”

March meeting - Monday, 17th March
2025, 7.30pm - Sandy Primrose will talk
about “The Tulip’s Story”

April meeting - Monday, 14th April
2025, 7.30pm - AGM followed by a talk
on “Growing and exhibiting hostas
including their propagation using
aeroponics” by Jonathan Hogarth

Trip to RHS Wisley - Sunday, 27th April

May meeting - Monday, 19th May 2025,
7.30pm - Geoff Hodges will talk about
“Bugs & Plagues”

If you would like to become a member
of the Gardening Society and join
our meetings please contact Alison on
downleygardeningsociety@gmail.com or
Julia on 01494 447323. Membership costs
Just £5 single and £8 family per year. Website

- www.downleygardeningsociety.com

Please keep safe, enjoy your gardens and
hope to see members and non-members,
who are always very welcome, at one of
our events.
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DOWNLEY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
How Downley had fun!

Before radio, cinema and television,
before smart phones and social media,
what did folks in Downley do for fun?

A search through the newspapers up to
1880 reveals a much more sociable life
than one might have imagined, and some
remarkable examples of continuity.

Most Downley men’s favourite pastime
was probably going to one of the

four pubs. Drinking kicked off the
Victorian ‘Downley Day’ equivalent,
which was held on Whit Monday (a
medieval holiday replaced by the current
Spring Bank holiday in the 1970s). It
was reported on first in 1857 but was
clearly long standing since it was ‘in the
usual customs of olden times’. The day
involved a heavy session of drinking,
singing and playing skittles in the old
Bricklayer’s Arms, which must therefore
have had a skittle alley, followed by
twelve bouts of bare-knuckle fighting on
the Common, and consequently ‘black
eyes and bloody noses’. Downley’s
Wesleyans, meanwhile, celebrated the
holiday by singing hymns and drinking
tea.

Cricket was the other local passion.

The Downley cricket team was first
mentioned in August 1846, playing a
game on the Common against a team
from West Wycombe. Unfortunately,
‘the Downley lads were beaten, very
much to their astonishment’. Four weeks
later, the return match was held on
Church Hill, ‘when the Downley lads,
much to the surprise of their opponents,

were the victors’. These matches seem to
have been a regular thing, and soon the
net of opponents spread more widely, to
include Amersham cricket team in 1857
(we won), Cholesbury in 1864 (we lost),
Peterley Manor in 1874 (we lost), and
Prestwood in 1876 (we won). By 1866,
there was also a junior cricket team, the
Downley Juniors: it lost to the Wycombe
Marsh Juniors that year; lost to Great
Missenden in 1876; and won against
West Wycombe in 1879. More unusually,
in 1874 a cricket team from Mr Collins’
Downley chair factory played against
eleven members of Messrs. Hutchinson
and Son’s chair factory, opening a
Musical Festival in the grounds of
Wycombe Abbey. In other words, there
was clearly more than one cricket team
up here — and no football.

Then there were church-related social
events. For example, Sunnybank
Methodists held an annual fund-
raising tea party — that of July 1860
was attended by 300 people and raised
£8. From the 1870s, the children of the
Anglican Sunday School had an annual
summer holiday treat: tea and games
with the vicar at West Wycombe. In
1874, this was reported in some detail.

“The Downley children met those of West
Wycombe at the school on the Church
Hill, and forming in procession, to the
number of 120, with their banners, and
headed by the West Wycombe brass band,
proceeded round the hill and through the
village to the vicarage grounds, where they
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soon dispersed: the boys to cricket, and

the girls to swinging, base ball, and other
amusements. At three o'clock they sat down
to tea, consisting of currant and seed cake,
bread and butter, &ec. Tea over they again
proceeded to amuse themselves. At four
oclock the mothers of the children and the
teachers partook of tea. During the evening
races were run by both boys and girls for
money prizes, the gift of Lady Dashwood,
also for toys, neck-ties, &c. Sweets were also
distributed amongst them and scrambled
for. The Vicar and Mr B. Young, with
Miss Young, of Mallard’s Court, and the
curate, the Rev. A. K. Noon, were most
indefatigable in their exertions to amuse

the children.’
In 1876, 190 children attended the

treat, and the reporter was a little

more detailed about the games they
enjoyed: cricket (of course), trap bat, flat
races, hurdle races, blind race, three-
legged race, spoon race, and a tug of
war. There was also a Christmas treat
for the children — though given the
weather, they stayed put in Downley.
In 1878, after an excellent tea provided
by the vicar, they were entertained by ‘a
splendid magic lantern’.

In 1877, the same very proactive vicar
set up the ‘Guild of St Lawrence’, an
Anglican association to which some 40
people in the parish belonged, which
ran Bible reading classes in Downley,
and tea parties. The other social item
run by St James Church was a choir,
which operated out of the tin church
on Narrow Lane, with 20 members in
1876 when it was set up, conducted by
Mr Dons of High Wycombe. For those
willing to walk to West Wycombe,

there was a brass band, and a parish
philharmonic orchestra was set up
in 1876, with practices on Monday
evenings in the church loft.

In January 1865, about forty Downley
men set up a Literary Institute —
intending to host lectures and loan out
books - which was funded by a monthly
subscription of 4d. The first lecture was
given the following month by the vicar
of West Wycombe on “The History of
England before the Conquest’. Actually,
that was the one and only lecture that
was ever reported on. However, there
was a subsequent development: in 1876,
a ‘night school ‘ was opened for ‘men and
lads’ for ‘their improvement’ in Downley,
running on Monday and Thursday
evenings at 7:30 in the Sunday school
room, under the auspices of the vicar
and curate. How many attended is not
reported.

The same school room was extended

to be a Reading Room ‘for the
accommodation of the young men of
Downley’. It was effectively a library,
suggesting reading as another pastime.
Of course, the Downley Reading Room
was probably yet another effort to keep
lads out of the pubs, as the press report
suggests: ‘The opening of the addition
made to the Church Sunday Schoolroom
at Downley’ in December 1877 ‘was
inaugurated by an entertainment,
consisting of readings and singing. ... It
is hoped that the efforts made to provide
for the moral and mental improvement
and comfort of the men of Downley will
be appreciated by them.

Two months later, in February 1878,
the vicar effectively declared war
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Canine Cutz
Bespoke Dog Groomers & Spa

Bespoke Styling & Grooming  Puppy College
Spa Treatments & Packages ¢ Nail Clipping
Teeth Cleaning ¢ Natural Products
Paw Naturel Stockists

Grooming by Appointment Only
01494 44 33 49

Www.canine-cutz.com

% Downley

Pharmacy

Service
How it

=
0=t
Order No waiting Day or night
You can order We'll notify Your prescriptions
your prescription you when your are available 24/7

- you can collect
whenit suits you.

prescriptionis
ready to collect.

in the usual way.

To sign-up visit
or phone 01494 513 060

Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 5UW
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on Downley’s pubs, by setting up

a Temperance Society. He tried to
persuade a packed hall to renounce
alcohol with all its evils — crime,
insanity, poverty, misery, neglect, and
so forth. It is difficult to say whether he
succeeded since no further meetings of
the Downley Temperance Society were
recorded, while the pubs stayed open.

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
Downley Local History Group

‘FURTHER TALES
OF OLD DOWNLEY"’
7:30 pm Saturday 26 April

Downley Memorial Hall

Tickets £5.00 (cash only) - payable on the door.
Refreshments included

Wycombe Homeless Connection

The particularly
cold start to the
year with snow on
the ground has been
a stark reminder of
how dangerous it is
for people who are
sleeping on

the street.

On 6 January,
Wycombe Homeless Connection’s 14th
winter night shelter opened its doors.
Hosted by seven churches for one night
each every week, it will be open for three
months over the bleakest months of the
year. On the first night one of our guests
came in exclaiming “I'm so hungry”. He
was delighted to be served a hot meal
shortly after arriving, and to find that
there was plenty to have seconds!

A team of 300 volunteers from across

our community have come together to
make it happen. Guests are greeted with
a warm welcome. A hot meal is served
and volunteers sit together with the guests
which creates a feeling of community.
Hot showers are available at some of the
venues and guests can have fresh warm

clothes. And, most
importantly, they
have a safe and
warm place to sleep.

All of this is
happening alongside
our Support Centre
and homelessness
prevention work to
end homelessness in

South Buckinghamshire.

If you would like support the night shelter
and all our work, please give to our winter
appeal. Gifts of money unlock life saving
and life-changing possibilities for our
clients.

Here’s what your gift towards our

winter appeal can do*:

£24.50 can go towards a welcome pack
for a guest in our winter shelter.
£49.00 can help keep our homelessness
helpline open for a day.

£232 can go towards a “move on and in”
package, helping someone move out of the
shelter and into a home.

*your gift will be used where the need is greatest
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Learning
Tuition Services

-

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
SIX GENERATIONS OF SERVICE

Currently offering private tuition
and home schooling for KS1 and
KS2 pupils of all abilities and
needs.

Head Office
Flackwell Heath
24 White Pit Lane
Tel: 01494 952288

High Wycombe
891 London Road
Tel: 01494 472572

Based in Downley, | am an
experienced: Head Teacher,
Deputy Head and SENCO.

Please contact me to discuss how
| can best support you in meeting
your child’s needs.

Phone: 07765248736

highwycombetutor@gmail.com ELEE 24 Hour Service
www.highwycombetutor.com I-|i| H:E www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Beaconsfield Marlow
32 Gregories Road 21-23 Little Marlow Road
Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01628 898866

Farnham Common
4 The Broadway
Tel: 01753 535556

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals
Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

Professional, reliable plumbing
& heating services

Kamco 90 Powerflush

Gas Work & Certification Vented
Unvented Specialist Servicing
Qualified & Insured

Boiler Installations
Full System Installs
Vaillant Specialist

info@poseidonheating.co.uk

MyBuilder... www.poseidonheating:co.uk

Checskatrade.com

Now offering finance
in partnership with

kandoo

40 Village News ® February 2025

Grow

Together

Grow Together was born out
of the offer of an overgrown
allotment in High Wycombe
five years ago. We took on
the challenge and thanks

to the commitment of

our band of volunteers,

it is now a thriving and
productive growing space. In }
addition to the community
allotment, we run classes in
local schools to give pupils experience of
growing vegetables; we also arrange and
manage volunteering days, for staff from
local businesses. These are at local venues
which require assistance.

Last year we ran monthly teaching
sessions for one of the classes at Chiltern
Wood School, Downley. To prepare the
garden area for the classes, we organised
two volunteering days at the school.
Assisted by staff from Bucks New Uni, we
cut back an over-grown hedge and created
two new growing spaces. These were

then used throughout the rest of the year,
with pupils growing a variety of plants
including runner beans, carrots, broccoli
and tomatoes. The children thoroughly
enjoyed these monthly sessions.

This year we are working at two other
local schools; one in Wycombe Marsh
and the other in Micklefield. both near
our community allotment. We run
sessions there through the growing season.
Community allotments are a great way

| to work alongside others
and experience the joy of
growing edible produce.
The volunteers share what
we harvest, with surplus
being donated to One Can
Trust. Once a month, our
regular volunteers enjoy

a communal meal at the

| allotment. We cook it on
site, endeavouring to use

If you are interested in a community
allotment, helping at a local school

or taking part in a volunteering day,
contact us for more information. We

are a Community Interest Company;
we are a not for profit organisation, our
main objective is to benefit our local
community.

Richard, Grow Together Bucks.
07741 495 140.
Or contact us through our website:
www.growtogetherbucks.co.uk, or email
us atinfo@growtogetherbucks.co.uk
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Homecare
Guru

becnuse we cane

Are you seeking reliable care
for your loved ones?

We're here to help!

At Homecare Gurus, we are a trusted business
based in High Wycombe providing:

o Assistance with everyday tasks

« Companionship and emotional support

« Meal preparation and light housekeeping

« Mobility and personal care support

Take the first step towards quality care today!
Contact Us:
Tel: 01494 211729
Mobile: 07503 575885

Visit: www.homecaregurus.co.uk #becausewecare

9 The Dairy, Downley Common, Downley,
High Wycombe, HP13 5YN

info@thedownleygarage.co.uk
A\ 01494 521924

AIR CONDITIONING =
CAMBELTS &
CLUTCHES

DIAGNOSTICS =l
EXHAUSTS ¢

MOT'S 4¢
SERVICING X
TYRES &

Collection and Delivery.
Courtesy cars available.
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uda:: High Wycombe & District u3a

We ended 2024 with a rousing
Christmas Coffee Morning with over
80 attendees at Naphill Village Hall in
December. There was entertainment
led by our new Handbell ringing
group, followed by our well-established
Ukulele players and lead singer Nadya.
Then there was the Shakespeare quiz,
and of course the unique and hilarious
pantomime. The traditional community
singing finale cheered us all on a cold
winter’s day.

Previously, members at the final Science
Group meeting of the year had been
left spellbound by an in-depth talk by
Simon, one of our members, on the art
of building telescopes. We were treated
to a demonstration of the skills involved
in building his own telescope. His Dad
had started him off with a drainpipe,
and members of his telescope-making
night school class gave him other parts.
However, we failed to lock onto Father
Christmas as Simon’s telescope was
unable to penetrate the cloud cover.

Not to be outdone, our Antiques and
Collectables Group enjoyed a fascinating
talk on Christmases Past in Wycombe
from Tony Mealing from the High
Wycombe Society. We were left with
images of retail shops and customs many
of us will have been pleased to forget.

Recent General Meetings have attracted
record audiences. No wonder, as our
expert in tax law gave her talk shortly
after the budget on how best to protect

our family’s nest egg including
advice on inheritance and lasting
powers of attorney.

This set us up well for the wide range
of talks and visits planned for 2025.
Coming up at our General Meetings
are: The Role of the High Wycombe
Mayor; Art, Science and the Unfeathered
Bird; Indian Culture — Arranged
Marriages. Come and join us at

Lacey Green Hall at 2pm on the last
Wednesday of the month if something
interests you. You will be very welcome.

With over 30 different groups it is
impossible to publish all our news
and events here. Our interest groups
have busy programmes for 2025. So
do visit our Website (highwycombe.
u3asite.uk) and Facebook page
(hwdu3a2022) or get in touch with me
for more information. Several of our
activities are geared towards involving
our community, by taking part in
events such as the Christmas Lights
celebrations in Wycombe.

New members are always welcome. If
you have an expertise or interest in a
particular subject you would like to
share with us, or would like more details
of our visits, monthly Guest Speakers
and monthly Groups, please email Paul

(gilliamph@aol.com).

Judith (Secretary), 01494 562236
Registered Charity 1065069
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Part-Time Cleaner Needed

The Downley Guide & Scout Centre
seeks areliable and detail-oriented cleaner

Position Details:

« Hours: Weekends only, 2.5 - 3 hours per session.
Flexibility needed. Notice will be provided in advance of any change.

« Pay to be negotiated with the successful candidate.
« Initial 3-month trial - Materials supplied.

Key Responsibilities
- Sweep and mop all floors.
« Wipe down surfaces and window surrounds.
« Clean kitchen areas thoroughly.
« Maintain clean and hygienic toilets and basins.
« Monthly: Wipe skirting boards in the main areas.

What We’re Looking For
« Dependable, flexible, trustworthy with strong references.
« Keen eye for detail and a proactive approach.

We'd love to hear from you if you're interested
Contact Mark Starkey - mark.starkey@blackrain.co.uk
Downley Guide & Scout Centre, Coates Lane

Property
D J COleS Services
Professional High Standard
Established in 1999

® Interior & Exterior Decorating

® Paper Hanging

® (oving

© (arpentry & Kitchen Installations
® | aminate Flooring

© Door Hanging

® General Property Maintenance
& Improvements

Free Estimates « Competitive Rates

M: 07747 783015
E: djcolespropmain@yahoo.com

SESSIONS INCLUDE...

- Posture & Breath Control

- Warming Up / Cooling Down

- Stretching & Strengthening Exercises
- Musical Theatre / Pop / Light Classical

“Whether you want to
rate on technique, add
to your repertoire, prepare for , ’
auditions, work towards vocal
exams or just gain some more

Emma is always cheerful

vocal confidence, I can provide and positive,
3 . encouraging me by
you ‘u’ftb ﬁm & rewa’r’wdmg e P
singing lessons. improvement, especially
when my voice is not
07779537755 behaving as it should!
info@thebarracademy.co.uk Patrick

www.thebarracademy.¢0.uk

VOCAL COACHING
WITH EMMA BARR

Professional WEST END performer with
extensive industry & teaching experience.

Home Studio in DOWNLEY & AVAILABLE ONLINE
£45.00 per hour / £23.00 per half hour

b

Emma’s teaching style is
confident, engaging and
openly honest, and has
enabled me to gain
renewed joy and
confidence in my singing.

Jill

5 af r 4
ey

44 Village News ® February 2025

News from Buckinghamshire Council

For more information and to keep up to date with the news from
Buckinghamshire Council please see https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/

news or, as always, contact me — see below. You can also view full Council, Cabinet
and committee meetings as a webcast either live, or watch the recording in full on

Buckinghamshire Council Website.

This will be the last column before the
local elections on 1st May, and hopefully
I will continue to write for you if I am
re-elected.

Thank you to all the many residents who
volunteers and everyone who contributes
in many ways to the life of the village,
giving up your own time for everything

that makes Downley
such a unique and
special place to live.

20 A

Paul Turner
Buckinghamshire
Councillor for Downley
paul.turner@
buckinghamshire.gov.uk 07825 842292

Downley Community Orchard

The New Year marks the start of our
annual maintenance programme for the
trees in the orchard, starting with pruning
the trees before they come into leaf to
help maintain their right shape and form.
We will also be mulching the trees to
encourage their health and fruitfulness —
we are ever hopeful for a larger harvest!

Our 2024 harvest has helped us

raise funds to support the ongoing
maintenance of the orchard. We juiced
most of the apples collected and had this
bottled and pasteurised. The resulting
nectar we labelled as ‘Downley Delight’
and sold this at the December Littleworth
Road Christmas Market, where it proved
very popular with the customers. We
wished we had had a bigger harvest
because we managed to sell out within
three hours of opening! Many thanks

to everyone who bought a bottle — your
contribution to our funds will be put to

good use. Thank you also to people who
expressed an interest at the Market in
volunteering at the orchard. We will be
adding your names to our WhatsApp
group to let you know about forthcoming
activities and work parties.

"._J\n.u. | _
Community = 4
AL

Our stall at Littleworth Road’s Christmas
Market

If you would like to learn about caring
for fruit trees whilst enjoying gentle
exercise outdoors with a friendly group,
do consider becoming an Orchard
volunteer. More details from Andrew

Flint on 07788 135351.
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Fault Finding & Repairs
Extra Lights & Sockets
Fuse Board Upgrades
EV Chargepoints
Landlord Inspections
Homebuyer Inspections
Outbuilding Supplies

[}
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CONTRACTOR

YOUR LOCAL

ELECTRICIAN

Call Tony on s
07944 163 958 PIUZS

Qualified Electrican
Fully Insured
Reliable Service
Tidy Work

Free Quotations
Woarranty Backed
Quick Response

M.D. Garden Services
—m» Gardener =-—

Pruning = Shrubs and Flower Borders
Fruit and Vegetable Pots - Hedges

Lawn Care © Indoor Plants

b A
'.\ e, (

Horticultural Engineer
SERVICE * REPAIR = SHARPENING

Lawn Mowers © Garden Tractors

Strimmers < Blowers = Shears = Chainsaws

s/ A 0y

NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

M. L. Dunn

Home: 01494 865834
Mobile: 07795 158292

Fraser White

Chartered Accountants

fraser@fraserwhite.co.uk
www.fraserwhite.co.uk
65 Garratts Way, High Wycombe HP13 5YT

01494 450 166 / 07770 896 548

A small, friendly firm
of chartered accountants,
based in High Wycombe, offering

professional services in the following areas
+ Accounting + Taxation
* PAYE and VAT

* Business Start-ups

* Business advice

and Company Formations

Please call Fraser
for a free initial consultation
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From Westminster
Emma Reynolds - MP for Wycombe

I would like to wish the readers of Downley
News a happy and healthy 2025. My team
and I have been busy helping Wycombe
constituents with many issues. I have had
the privilege of recently visiting many
different businesses, schools and charities.

I know many constituents continue to

be concerned about our town centre,
including the levels of crime, anti-social
behaviour and empty shops. I met with

a group of small businesses in High
Wycombe in December and answered their
questions on a range of topics, including
the Government’s plans to permanently
lower business rates for small shops and
pubs, paid for by asking online giants to
pay their fair share of tax. I recently met
with police Inspector Harry Gehnich
about the outcomes of the police’s recent
Town Centre operation which targeted
shoplifting, drug-related offences, and anti-
social behaviour.

There has been lots to celebrate across
Wycombe. It was great to meet with SV2G
(St Vincent 2nd Generation) and Hansford
Sensors who both recently received Kings’
awards. As a keen swimmer, I enjoyed
presenting trophies at the Wycombe
District Swimming Club’s annual awards
event at the Wycombe Swan. The club has
an impressive 700 swimmers and took part
in 36 competitions in 2024, coming top

in Berkshire and Buckinghamshire for the
11th year running,.

In December, pupils from the Downley
School Council had the opportunity to
grow their understanding of Parliament
during their visit to Westminster. They
learnt more about my role as their local

MP with some students highlighting their

i M

aspirations to
become elected
representatives in
the future.

I am honoured to be appointed by the
Prime Minister as Economic Secretary to
the Treasury. I look forward to working
with the Chancellor, Rachel Reeves, to
boost the critical role of financial services
in driving growth across the country and
delivering vital services to people.

Alongside my ministerial duties, I will
continue to work tirelessly on behalf of my
constituents. Since being elected last year,
I have been privileged to meet so many
local residents, businesses and community
groups, and look forward to continuing
that work.

. Do you enjoy singing? |

Why not try your local
Community Choir

No auditions necessary

St James’ Church
Thursday evenings 7.45

Contact Lyn on 07974 026 213 ;
. Weare Downley Descants rebrandedas &

Downley Voices
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Downley Diary | Round-up of Regular Activities

DOWNLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE - SPRING 2025
Hall Bookings: bookings@downleycommunitycentre.org.uk or call Cathy on 07580 953 181

GROUP

Active Adults

Al-Anon Polish Group
Art Group 2

Boxing

Bridge Club

Children’s Dance Group.
Chipmunks Woodcarving
Community Library

Craft Group
Crochet Group

Dance Classes (Ballroom & Latin)

Downley Parish Council

Downley Wives

Downley Wine & Beer Club
Kingdom Dynamics Chapel
Lace Making

Mindstreams Education
Mondays Minis Playgroup
MO0 Music

Natalie Jane Dance School

Painting for Pleasure
Pilates

Pregnancy Yoga
Simply Walk (free)

Scopum Tutoring
Taekwondo

Twins & Multiples Club
Ukulele

Wycombe Spiritual Centre
Zumba Gold

DAY

Friday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Thursday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Monday
Thursday
Saturday

1st Tuesday
Tuesday

Tuesday
Wednesday

2nd Tuesday

2nd Monday

2nd Wednesday
Sunday

Thursday

Thursday

Monday Term-time
Friday Term-time

Monday Term-time
Friday Term-time

Tuesday Term-time
Thursday Term-time
Monday

Monday
Thursday

Saturday

Monday
Thursday

Friday Term-time
4th Thursday

1st & 3rd Friday
Wednesday

TIME
13.00 - 14.00
19.00-20.30
10.00-12.00
17.00- 18.00
19.00 - 22.00
16.45-18.30
10.00 - 12.00

10.00-12.00
15.00-17.00
10.00-12.00

9.30-12.30
19.00 - 21.00

19.00-21.00
18.30-20.30

19.30

14.00 - 16.00
20.00 - 22.00
10.00 - 12.00
13.00-15.00
18.00-19.00
9.30-11.15
10.50 - 12.40

15.30-19.00
16.00- 19.00

10.00 - 12.00
18.30-19.30
19.45 -21.00

10.00 - 11.30 approx
11.00 - 12.00 approx

11.00-12.00

18.30-19.30
19.45-20.45

10.30-12.30

10.00 - 12.00
1830

10.30-11.15

(ONTACT
katie.youngman@aitc.org.uk

Maria 07749 068 420
alastair.pike@artsmartuk.com

Sam Azimi: 07594 305 407
syme.pat@gmail.com 01494 530 558
Zoe.k.thompson@hotmail.com
downleychipmunks@outlook.com
enquiries@downleylibrary.org

Helen 01494 564 414
woollywonkas@gmail.com 07833 910 238

karen@comedancingwithme.co.uk
07873 53 8709

clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494 257711

cathyprice18 @hotmail.co.uk
downleywinebeer@gmail.com

Sharon 07961822 347

Frances 01494 524 835
info@mindstreamseducation.co.uk
downleymondayminis@gmail.com 07724 385 895
elvan@moo-music.co.uk
natalie@njdance.co.uk

Sue 01494 443 393
Emma@asenseofbalance.co.uk
steph@nestandnurture.net

Starts from the Community Centre
simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

scopumtutoring.com 07376 974 416

mohzamtkd1@hotmail.com
Tel 07870219 746

wendy@questcost.co.uk
sylvia.chadwick@me.com
ashleydarkwood@gmail.com
jennifer.morais.zumba@outlook.com
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SUNNYBANK CHAPEL, MOOR LANE - SPRING 2025

Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com or call 01494 530 736

GROUP
Chiltern Hills Montessori

Bible Study

DAY
Weekdays

2nd & 4th Wednesdays

TIVE
08.00-18.00

10.00 - 12.00

NEW MEMBERS CONTACT

v
v

admin@chilternhillsmontessori,co.uk
01494 514 544

GUIDE AND SCOUT CENTRE - SPRING 2025

Rainbows

Brownies

Guides

Rangers

Brownies

Guides
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
Dog Training
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
Dog Training
Woodlands Preschool

Downley Evening WI

Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com

Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Dail

16.45 - 17.45
17.45-19.00
19.00-20.30
19.30-21.15
17.30-18.45
19.00-20.30
18.00-21.15
18.30-20.30
16.30-21.30
10.00 - 12.00
08.00-15.30

AN VA N) N N N N N N A N

downley2ndrainbows@outlook.com
downley3rdbrownies@outlook.com
downleygg@gmail.com

gill lawrence@btinternet.com
jansmith1611@gmail.com
margaretstagg75@gmail.com
gsl3rddownley@gmail.com
suzannebullworthy@hotmail.co.uk
gsl3rdDownley@gmail.com
lisa@shunty.co.uk
admin@thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH - SPRING 2025

Hall Bookings: hilmad1842@gmail.com or call 07973 770 180

2nd Tuesday

St James Church Coffee Morning  Thursday

Top Notes Choir

Monday

Chepping Wycombe Trefoil Guild - 2nd Thursday

Art Club

Coffee Stop

Downley Gardening Society
Downley Voices

Dr Sue’s Pilates

Karen Pilates

Natailie’s Meditation Class
Philatelic Club

19.45
10.30-12.30
19.45-21.45

19.45

v
v

ST JAMES HALL - SPRING 2025

Hall Bookings: hi

Thursday
Monday
3rd Monday
Thursday Term time
Monday
Wednesday

Wednesday
Wednesday

Alternate Thursday

Sing and Sign Baby and Toddlers  Tuesday

Sunaina Prolife Pilates
Tuneless Choir

Saturday
1stand 3rd Tuesday

10..30-12.30
19.30

20.00-21.30

18.00- 19.00

10.35
20.30-22.30
19.30
10.00-13.00
08.00-09.00
19.30-21.00

christinelstyles@hotmail.com

grannyandbobby@tiscali.co.uk

karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376
karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376

DOWNLEY WAR MEMORIAL HALL - SPRING 2025

Hall Bookin

s: dwmh.bookings@gmail.com

Chiltern Hills Montessori Weekdays 08.00 - 18.00 v/ admin@chilternhillsmontessori.co.uk
01494 531565
Pilates Monday 19.00 - 20.00 v/ karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376
Yoga with Jenny Tuesday 19.20 - 20.45 07904 438 411
Fencing 1to 1 Wednesday 17.30-19.30
Yoga with Jenny Thursday 19.15-20.45 07904 438 411
Yoga with Jenny Friday 10.20 - 11.50 07904 438 411
Fencing 1to 1 Friday 17.30-20.00
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Life threating or critical situations only

Telephone: 999

and ask for relevant service
AMBULANCE - FIRE « POLICE

HEALTH
NHS Direct m
Downley Pharmacy 01494 513 060

POLICE - NON EMERGENCY

COUNTY COUNCILLORS

(lIr. Paul Turner paul turner@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
ClIr. Maz Hussain maz.hussain@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
ClIr. Melanie Smith Melanie.R.Smith@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494 257711 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)

Further suggestions of what should be
listed here to the editor

Report 101 or www.thamesvalley.police.uk editor@downley.org
List Of Advertisers M.D. Garden Services 46
Altea Beauty and Holistic Treatments 30 Monday Minis 32
All Round Property Care Ltd 34 Moo Music 18
Applicant Mortgage Brokers 25 Muted Whispers 14
Arnold Funeral Directors 40 Natalie Jane Dance School 30
Biology Tutor 10 Nest and Nature 4
Canine Cutz Dog Grooming 38 Optionz Hair & Beauty 51
Care & Companions 34 Personalised Learning Tuition 40
Chilten Hills Montessori Nursery 25 P K Stroy, Builder 28
David Nicholas Estates 4 Plugs Electrical Services 46
DJ Coles Property Services 44 Poseidon Heating 40
Downley Bridge Club 20 Revive Car Bodywork 8
Downley Brownies & Guides 20 Simply Walk 2
Downley Guides and Scouts Cleaner Wanted 44 Singing Lessons with Emma Barr 44
Downley Community Library 34 Skyline Electrical Services 6
Downley Parish Council 5 Slimming World 32
Downley Pharmacy 38 Spirit Hair Co. 52
Downley Voices 47 StJames’ Church Hall Hire 6
Fraser White Chartered Accountants 46 St James Coffee Stop 11&20
GSL Property Maintenance 4 Suttons’ Property Maintenance 18
Hillclimb Garage 28 The Barr Academy of Performing Arts 12
Homecare Gurus 4 The Downley Garage 2
Hunts Decor 8 The Grange Restaurant & Gift Shop 14
Independent Mortgage Solutions 28 The Window Doctor 10
James Donald Estate Agent 52 The Wye Partnership 2
Jill Burrell Tutor 6 TLC4 You 30
Le De Spencers Arms 12 Tom Coles Pest Guard 10
Mark Evans Plumbing & Heating Engineers 20 Wycombe Concert Band 22
Mark Gonsalves Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist 14 Xtra Time Football & Futsal Coaching 25
Downley Village News

Editor: Anne at editor@downley.org

Advertising: Send advertising to adverts@downley.org
Distribution: Coordinated by Sarah Bass. Volunteers to
deliver locally are always needed. If interested contact Sarah

on: sarah.bass001@gmail.com or 01494 462873

Rates: Mono Half Page £40 | Quarter Page £30 | Eighth
Page £20, colour adverts are Half Page £75 | Quarter £50.

Deadlines: Published quarterly in Feb, May, Aug and Nov.
Deadline for the next issue is 27th April 2025.

Website: news@downley.org
Printed by: Turville Printing Services 01494 520322

Copy: Please send text in editable format and photographs
as separate files in high resolution. Copy should be sent to
editor@downley.org.

Any copy or photographs sent to this address may also be
used on the downley.org website and facebook page:
facebook.com/Downley. Community

Steering Committee: The Downley Communications
Forum set up as part of the Community Plan, provides
oversight to the Village News, the Village enews and the
downley.org website.

Chairman: Bill Thompson; Secretary: Peter Loadman
Treasurer: Bob Cook; Webmaster Mark Starkey

HAIR-BEAUTY LASHES-NAILS-LASER

/Hmu//

ENHANCE YOUR NATURAL

BOOK ONLINE
OPTIONZBEAUTYSALON.BOOKSY.COM

BEAUTY

e LADIES & GENTS HAIR
e BEAUTY TREATMENTS
e« MANICURE & PEDICURE
e | ASER HAIR REMOV AL
e BODY PIERCING

e TANNING

0798 364 585

3 Crosscourts, Plomer Green Ave, Downley
www.optionzhairbeautylaser.co.uk
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SPIRIT

Award Winning Salon

(# &

50% OF

COLOUR SERVICES

limited availability

Tues 1-5pm, Wed 9-5pm & Thurs 1-9pm
call 01494 440132 TO BOOK

Our half price hair colour offer is open to all clients - new and existing - who
book a colouring service with a full price cut and finish with Piper. Excludes
Colour Corrections, Balayage, Toners and Treatments. Full T&C’s available

in salon n.q .
www.spirithaircompany.com

ﬁﬁHouseShaw

SALES, LETTINGS & INVESTMENTS
www.houseshaw.co.uk

Work personally with James Donald
Partner & Area Specialist for HP13 5
07949 890190 - jamesdonald@houseshaw.co.uk




