AUTUMN

Village News
Issue 148!Augu:~:t 2026

s
':E

T,
_,, 16 2heCIsii=re -‘r
Elecc e HARMA T

“B
T Ve sﬂi-
\ " ]
(R 'k
£



The

(8 9

I’s our busmess so we care.

The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful
estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by
nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent
merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns!

ePartnership

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe
that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be confident
that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way.

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then
contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership.

wyeres.co.uk
Hazlemere Great Missenden Lettings High Wycombe
01494 711 284 01494 868 000 01494 358 358
hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk missenden@wyecountry.co.uk lettings@wyeres.co.uk
High Wycombe Naphill Lettings Great Missenden
01494 451 300 01494 565 555 01494 864 225
wycombe@wyeres.co.uk naphill@wyecountry.co.uk lettings@wyecountry.co.uk
Prestwood Stokenchurch Associated
01494 868 000 01494 509 377 Park Lane Office
prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk 0203 368 8472

From Town to Country
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Editorial

I am writing this on yet another beautiful summer’s day — although the grass is looking
dry and parched and now we have a hosepipe ban to contend with! I love a warm
summer (although the very high temperatures were too much even for me) but I don’t
find gardening straightforward at the best of times, and climate change is certainly
having a big impact on all of us for many reasons.

The Up! Downley festival was a huge success as usual, with the Art & Craft Show,
Comedy on the Common, Disco Bingo, Art Within Tent, the Downley History Walk,
the Downley 5K and several other events all well attended. Both Downley Day and
Concert on the Common took place in glorious weather and brought Downley people
together in large numbers. Thanks as always to those volunteers organising all the
events — they take a huge amount of organising beforehand, and clearing up afterwards.
If you can spare a few hours to help, do get in touch on the Downley Community or
Up! Downley Festival Facebook pages.

During the summer, we have had a couple of companies filming in Downley at different
times — all very hush, hush as to what they were filming for, but it just goes to show that
we who are lucky enough to live in Downley aren’t the only ones who appreciate it!

Our next edition will be the winter one, which will be out in mid-November. This

is the last issue before Christmas so don’t forget to include your Christmas events!

As usual, we will be delighted to hear from any organisation in Downley (or the
surrounding area) with news or information. You can submit articles via the email
address editor@downley.org. Copy deadline is midday on Sunday 25 October 2026 at
12.00 noon, but please get your copy in as early as possible as space is limited.

Anne, Editor * editor@downley.org
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Personalised

Learning
Tuition Services

Currently offering private tuition
and home schooling for KS1 and
KS2 pupils of all abilities and
needs.

Based in Downley, | am an
experienced: Head Teacher,
Deputy Head and SENCO.

Please contact me to discuss how
| can best support you in meeting
your child’s needs.

Phone: 07765248736
highwycombetutor@gmail.com
www.highwycombetutor.com

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
SIX GENERATIONS OF SERVICE

Head Office
Flackwell Heath
24 White Pit Lane
Tel: 01494 952288

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Gerrards Cross

High Wycombe
891 London Road
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21-23 Little Marlow Road
Tel: 01628 898866

Farnham Common

38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

4 The Broadway
Tel: 01753 535556

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals
Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

24 Hour Service

(=], % [=]
% www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Contact Matt Dean:

matte@MDLX.co.uk

07475 028291
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DOWNLEY

Downley Parish Council _panscom

At our July meeting several residents spoke
about anti-social behaviour in the parish
and surrounds, in particular concerns
regarding speeding vehicles using the village
as a “race track” during the night. It was
mentioned that people don’t always want

to report issues to the police feeling that

it can take too long to get through on the
phone. The easiest way to report incidents is
through the Thames Valley Police website,
here is a link to the reporting pages:
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/

It’s only where issues are reported that the
y P
police become aware of them.

Whilst the Parish Council understands the
concerns of residents regarding speeding
and anti-social behaviour on our roads, the
responsibility lies with the Police. However,
we are open to ideas and suggestions which
can be sent via the email address below.

Also, at the July meeting the Parish Council
agreed to use money received from the

Community Infrastructure Levy. This
is money received because of property
development in the Parish.

Following suggestions from the public, it
was agreed that funds would be used:

* To help the Downley Common
Preservation Society purchase new
mowing equipment for the Common

* As a donation to the Scouts to help with
their plans to build a new Scout hut

* To place “village gates” near boundaries to
reinforce the 30mph limit message.

* To put additional bollards at Jubilee Green
preventing vehicles from parking on the
grass next to the Littleworth Road shops

* To help install an electrical supply to the
Common to power events such as the
Downley Festival and to provide lights for
the Christmas tree at Jubilee Green.

Giles Tandy, Parish Clerk,
clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of the month
at Downley Community Centre, School Close 7.30pm
Up to 30 minutes are allowed for public questions

Downley Parish Council, Community Centre School Close, Downley, HP13 5TR
The Clerk can be contacted on 01494 25 77 11 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)
E: clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org « www.downleyparishcouncil.org

STREET LIGHTING

Please report all lighting repairs
to the Parish Clerk

01494 2577 11

email clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

Downley Parish Notice Boards
Notices for the Parish notice boards should be
left at the Community Centre. Notices must be
received one month in advance of the event.
Notice boards are updated on the first Thursday of
each month. Please post notices into the letterbox
at the Community Centre clearly marked for the
Clerks attention. Please notify the Clerk if you
have posted a notice at the centre by emailing to
clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org

All notices must be for local non profit organisations.
Please ensure that A5 size notices are supplied.
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Emma’s teaching style is
confident, engaging and
openly honest, and has
enabiled me 1o gain
renewed joy and
confidence in my singing.

Jilt

07779537755
info@thebarracade

www.thebarracadem

Property
@@ D J COleS Services
Professional High Standard
M nis Established in 1999

playgroup

Mond during term-ti 9.30-11.15 . . .
oreeys dng e o * Interior & Exterior Decorating

£2 per family (cash and card accepted)

® Paper Hanging
Downley Community Centre, .
School Close, Downley, HP13 5TR o COV|ng

« A chance for local parents and carers to meet and for [ ] carpentry & K|tchen |nSta”at|0nS

babies and toddlers to make new friends!
* S I d craff H H
" Resdngcamer o Laminate Flooring
» Hot and cold refreshments and snacks for everyone .
« Baby changing facilities ° DOOI’ Hang'ng
« Free car parking .
* Drop-ins welcome ® General Property Maintenance

Follow our page on Facebook — search for “Monday Minis” & Improvements

Or Instagram — search for “Downley Monday Minis”

Contact Sam: downleymondayminis@gmail.com

Free Estimates - Competitive Rates

M: 07747 783015
E: djcolespropmain@yahoo.com
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Up! Downley Festival 2026

Organising a festival is no small feat. It
takes months of planning, so I'd like to
start my DVN report by thanking my
committee, plus all the additional helpers,
who give their time voluntarily and all
contributed to making this year’s Festival
such an enjoyable success.

Prior to the start of this year’s Festival we
distributed packets of wildflowers to the
village schools, playgroups and nurseries,
as well as the Le De Spencers Arms, for
people to sow, grow and enjoy. We hope
there was an abundance of flowers around
the village.

The marquee arrived early on Thursday
18th June and we kicked off that evening
with Disco Bingo, sponsored again by

A & M Refurbishment. Following the
popularity of the previous two years, we
increased the number of tables to enable
us to sell 150 tickets, generating £300 for

this year’s charity, @N E CAN

One Can Trust. FOOD BANK - TRUST

‘Art Within Tent’, introduced by the
Art & Craft Show committee two years
ago, was again well attended by both
young and old, all looking to develop
their artistic skills, with demonstrations
including stained glass, pottery and
alcohol ink painting,.

The Comedy Night, sponsored once more
by ABK Ltd, was a raucous evening.

We fitted an additional 75 seats into the
marquee and the line-up of Ria Lina, Ian
Stone and Jeff Innocent, together with
MC Laura Lexx, was possibly the best

show ever.

The History Walk around Downley saw
.40 people enjoying an interesting and
informative evening, led by Hilary Brash

and finishing at the Le De Spencers Arms.
Donations of £55 were raised for the
Downley History Group.

Downley Voices presented ‘Page to Stage’
on Thursday 2nd July at St James” Church.
This was a very entertaining evening and

raised c£500 for Growing Hope.

The following evening, we introduced

a new event. The Harbour Buoys, a sea
shanty and folk band from Brixham in
Devon, entertained us at the Le De. This
was a huge success and very well attended.
Our thanks to Clive Knapman for
coordinating the event, along with Lucy
and Darren for hosting. We will look to
do something similar next year.

The Downley Art & Craft show ran
from Saturday 4th to Friday 10¢h July
in the Community Centre. New stands
were employed to display the art which
made the room seem brighter and more
welcoming. The quality of the art and
crafts on show was tremendous and

the many different genres was striking.
In total, 53 exhibitors submitted 143
pieces of work and 328 visitors, plus
schoolchildren, enjoyed viewing the show
during the week.

I would like to thank all those villagers
who came along and supported the
various events. The Festival is held each
year for your benefit and any profit
raised is available for any group, club or
society within the village who would find
a grant helpful in the running of their
organisation.

See you next year!
Fran Lazenby, Chairman
Up! Downley Festival Committee
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Support your local voluntary Library

(,oMMUN Iy, Thank you
p An enormous thank you to everyone who
% visited the Downley Community Library
" book stall on Downley Day. As well as
supporting the library, we hope you
Downley Communlty Centre | managed to bag a bargain!
School Close, Downley HP135TR | Not a member? You are welcome to pop

T:01494 528133 in for a browse. Application forms to join

E: johnmorisd@ntiworldcom | 2 o v ailable at the desk.
I follow us, link through ‘groups’

See what's new on our shelves

OPEN WHY NOT VISIT
Monday 10-12 noon OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Thursday 3 - 5pm o
Saturday 10 - 12 noon SEARCH Downley Community Library

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Led by WEST END Professional, Emma’B
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Downley Common News

Walkers on the Common around the
cricket pitch may have noticed that the
old log seat dedicated to John Brandon
has been replaced by a shiny new one.
The original was created from a fallen oak
tree on the Common in June 1997 and
the seat was carved by the DCPS with the
inscription “John Brandon — Woodsman”
by Norman Belson. His son Steven was
also commemorated by the addition of

a bronze plaque some years later. The
photo shows
the volunteers
who helped to
make the seat in
1997 showing
(from left)
Christine Moss,
John Willson,
Sam France,
Bill Thompson
and son James,
Stephen Brandon (sitting) Brian Knott,
Kristina Frydberg, Norman Belson (sitting),
unknown, Owen Rush, Don Murray
(kneeling) and Lynne Thompson. You can
just see the old David Brown tractor in
the background.

Sadly, the log seat has been slowly rotting

from the inside for a number of years
until it became unusable and finally fell

= apart. The

new log

%~ was found
= in the
Dells in
June this
: year and
dragged over the road, narrowly avoiding
the cricket pitch, to its new home where
the seat was carved into it and the bronze
plaque reaffixed. The remains of the old
log have gone to
an honourable
retirement deep in
the woods.

At the time

| of writing,

the weather
continues to be
hot and sunny
and particularly

¥ dry with no rain
for several weeks. Due to the risk of fire,
the DCPS would like to request that all
who visit the common should refrain
from starting any form of ignition, be it
barbecues, campfires or even carelessly
discarded cigarette ends. Any of these can
rapidly get out of control with potentially
disastrous consequences.

Bill Thompson.

Downley Common Preservation Society

CHAY

Our spring and early summer events
have gone well. Food events have been
particularly popular including a garden

BBQ and a Fish and Chip supper, both

at members’ homes. We also attended the

ELEON SINGLES GROUP

Hazlemere Quiz evening with our team
finishing in a respectable place. Once
again, we visited the Rebellion Brewery in
early July for a very enjoyable warm and
light summer’s evening.
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BOOK A NO-OBLIGATION CHAT, OR JUST POP IN

£n

The Dow

4

FRIDAY 6™ NOVEMBER 2026

TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE
TO PURCHASE FROM v+
_ SEPTEMBER 2026

!_ ht s/tdsf i_r_v;_a'w::r

Hughenden Art Group ‘N
Art
Exhibition | &
2026 | Ty

16th October - 18th October
Friday 7 - 9pm; Saturday 10am - 5pm;
Sunday 10am - 4pm

Hughenden Village Hall
Coombe Lane - HP14 4NX

Free admission and
refreshments

For more information
please email:
hughendenartgroup@outlook.com
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Our regular events continue including
Lunch Club on the second Friday of the
month, Pub Night on the last Monday
and a monthly Zoom social where you
can take part without even leaving
home. Weekday morning coffee meets
have proved popular and we are now
expanding these to include venues around
our area. All of these events are great
places to meet other members and offer
a warm welcome to those new to the
Chameleon group.

For summer, we are planning some
more trips out both in our local area and
further afield too. Chameleon is also
looking at doing some accessible walks
during the year. Aware that sometimes
the terrain can be a bit difficult, we will
be finding some routes that follow paved
pathways which are better for those who
are perhaps a little less mobile. Distances
for these walks will be kept short and at

the pace of the slowest walker.

Over the last few months Chameleon
members have enjoyed a number of social
events and we are always looking to
include a greater variety. Our events are as
broad as our members so why not join us
and bring your ideas?

If you are single, 40-60’s, looking for

new friends and a great social life why
not give Chameleon Singles Group a try?
There are no strangers at Chameleon,

just new friends to be made. The group
has several local people from Downley,
West Wycombe, Sands, Bledlow Ridge
and the surrounding areas and you
would be very welcome too. To find

out more call Terrie on 07720 383535,
Trevor on 07879 332975 or e-mail: info@
chameleonsingles.org.uk. Visit the group
on-line at www.chameleonsingles.org.uk or
search for us on Facebook and Nextdoor.

Downley Theatre Group

Everyone enjoyed our outing to see
Johannes Radebe in the role of Lola in
“Kinky Boots”; what a performance — who
knew he could sing brilliantly as well as
dance? Our third trip to “ABBA Voyage”
was also a great success, we chose a Sunday
matinee performance so no late-night travel
home. And our ninth jolly to The Palace
of Westminster took place on a gloriously
sunny, not too hot, blue skies day with
London looking at its best. A significant
day for politics with Andy Burnham
taking on the role of Prime Minster, the
free Democratic Access tours of the Houses
of Lords and Commons booked through
Emma Reynolds, our MP, were excellent,
then it was off to explore Battersea Power
Station. A grand day out!

There are another four trips sorted for
2026: “Paddington”; “The Phantom of the
Opera”; “Sinatra” and our ninth trip to
Cadogan Hall for the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra’s “Christmas Cracker” concert
which sold out in 52 hours!

With 231 members and outings selling out
so quickly, we made the difficult decision
to restrict new members just to those living
in Downley. Due to tight time scales, we
cannot advertise offerings in the Village
News; please get in touch to be added to
mailing list to be notified of future events
and any last-minute cancellations.

Alan & Claire Baker
Downley Theatre Group - Established 2001

downleytheatregroup @gmail.com
01494 437552
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Downley Community Orchard

We grow older, heritage varieties of apples
in the Community Orchard. They are
particularly susceptible to a conundrum - a
bountiful harvest one year is often followed
by a poorer harvest the following year.
This phenomenon is known as biennial
cropping and we have the perfect example
of this in the orchard this year. In contrast
to 2025, the fruit set has been poor this
year and, coupled with the extreme heat
and dry conditions, our apple trees have
really suffered. Under stress the tree’s
natural reaction is to drop its fruitlets so

it can focus on using resources for its own
survival which happened during the first
heatwave of this summer. The continuing
extreme weather also leads to trees
dropping their fruit prematurely before
they are properly ripe. All this is sad news
for the lovers of our delicious apple juice

Downley Pharmacy

PART OF

WELLBEING P

‘Downley Delight’. Supplies will be very
limited this year.

Our maintenance programme will soon be
under way to try and restore the vigour of
the trees. First job will be to conduct some
summer pruning which encourages the
trees to form fruiting spurs. In the autumn
we will be installing grease bands around
the tree trunks to prevent insect attacks. In
late autumn we will be mulching the trees
to help them better cope with dry spells.

If you are interested in the cultivation and
maintenance of fruit trees contact Andrew
Flint by email trhaeditor@gmail.com and
we can let you know when our friendly
bunch of volunteers is next meeting.

We'll also post a notice on the Downley
Residents Facebook about meeting times.
Do come and join us.

PRIVATE SERVICES

&

GLP-1 Weight Loss
Clinically supported weight-loss consultations and

preseribing, with engeing pharmacist suppert destinations -

Cross Court, Plomer Green Ave, Downley HP13 SUW

macy.com

Same-Week Appointments, No NHS Wait

Three private services now available at Downley Pharmacy

4 &

Travel Vaccinations

Expert travel health consultations for all major

no G-week NHS wait,

Ear Microsuction
Safe, fast wax removal using microsuction — no

water, ne syringing

Scan to book
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Downley Community Centre

Downley School children
attend Art Show

On Thursday 9th July the whole of Year
3 of the Downley Junior School visited
the Centre to see the annual Art Show
which was staged in the Oak room for
one week during the “Up! Downley
Festival”. Sixty children came to see
the fine display comprising the usual
wide variety of arts and crafts made by
local people of all ages, and their own
work created at school in the few weeks
before. In addition, in the adjoining
Beech Room our very own lacemaking
and woodcarving groups gave live
demonstrations of their work which also
attracted considerable interest.

Solar Panels
long may the sun shine!

Sunshine saves electricity costs
You may be getting tired of the sunny
weather we have been experiencing
lately, but the sunshine has certainly
benefitted the community centre solar
energy project. Even in the winter the
solar panels generate some power to
help cover demand, but since April we
have barely used any electricity at all
with our bills only really covering the
standing charge. After 6 months of
use (January to June) our projections
indicate that our annual electricity
bill will be only 20% of what we were
paying previously - a huge financial
gain for the centre as well as helping to
reduce our environmental impact.

N

Downley
Community Centre

Building

Improvements
As part of the
Centre’s ongoing
plan to improve
the fabric of the
building when
funds allow, we have
now installed new
blackout roller blinds
in the Oak Room.
We hope this will provide more privacy
for hirers and improve screen visibility
when projectors are used.

Grants
This quarter a further £500 has been
donated again to One Can Trust.

Downley Community Centre offers a
formal grant funding scheme to support
local community projects. Any Downley
area club or association may apply if they
are looking for financial support for a
local, non-profit activity or initiative that
directly benefits the local community.

In the first instance please email grants@
downleycommunitycentre.org.uk and a
link will be supplied detailing the grants
policy guidelines.

Hirers - the latest list of regular hirers
and their groups at Downley Community
Centre is printed in the round-up
schedule at the end of this magazine.

downleycommunitycentre.org.uk

Downley Old School Management
Association (DOSCA) committee.
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The Grange SAFE EAR WAX
e e e e oy (REMOVAL SERVICE

Microsuction and Irrigation methods used

LW i L ﬁ; UK Microsuction Ltd Certified

Booking Arrangements
are very flexible
made to fit your needs.

Based in the beautiful Chiltern Hills, The Grange
welcomes you for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea.

for
OPENING HOURS S M, FINDING THE GRANGE
Every day 09:00 - 16:00 & Hew Lafe, Saunderion: Safe and gomfortable
The Grange Princes Risborough ! consulting space.
SR L P Consultation Only Removal
Trhang™
= £20 £45 for two ears.

Raising Funds for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People & Hearing Link

Contact Sue by phone, text, Whatsapp or Email
T: 07585 800 980
E: sue.mutedwhispers@gmail.com

www.thegrangesaunderton.org.uk
K Muted Whispers Nextdoor App Susan Trevena

Registerad charity in England and Wales no. 203358 and Scotland no. SC040486

Mark Gonsalves
Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist

KBBI

Institute of Kitchen, Bedroom & Bath
Membership Number F1305-0016

Kitchen’s supplied at trade prices - Howdens, Magnets, Benchmarx.
Plumbing - taps, radiators, leaks, pumps etc.
Carpentry - doors, skirting boards, shelving, partition walls
Floor and wall tiling - ceramics, porcelain, natural stone, glass
Flooring - solid, engineered, laminate, ‘Amtico’ vinyl.

Free no obligation quotations and advise
Tel: 01494 474449 Mob: 07905 214823
Email: mgbuildingservices@yahoo.co.uk
Address: 61 Kingshill Crescent, High Wycombe, HP13 5NF

You can view pictures of my work and independent feedback from clients @
www.mybuilder.com/profile /view/mgbuildservices
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J. Heartycough’s Horticultural Hints
Autumn 2026 (—:’:c\ N
Wal, here’s a High Summer greeting to you orl, and wot a ' o

funny ole Summer it is and orlreddy has been eh! Wal up the
plot my veg doesn’t know quite wot to do with itself. Just to get
a bit of flavour about this rarther mixed up year so far I'll start
orf with the sorry story of sum of my spuds... You'll remember
that I decided to increase my spud production because of the
worlds situashun.

“He’s orlreddy orf agin, I just carnt stop him a’goin on and on
about it” ses Mrs H. Wal ses I, I gose and buys five diffrent sorts of spuds ‘Swift’ a very
early one, then good ole ‘Charlotte’, then ‘Maris Peer’, ‘Desiree’, and, wait for it ‘Picasso’,
wal, wot a name for a spud eh! Then me not being a risk taker when it comes to spuds I
planted em just arfter Good Friday, as in the olden days they ses plant yor spuds on Good
Friday, and this year it was on the third of April, so orl OK so far. Then up comes ‘Swift,
the early wuns, lookin good, just towards the end of April. But, guess wot, we has the
latest frorst of the year, actually the only frorst of the year, I think it was the fifth of May,
and that frorst really clobbered em. The other wuns coms up a bit later, but the ‘Swifts’
was pretty much finished. “I reckons they’ll be orlright” ses a plot mate, but they wasn’t.
But I thought I'd give em a chance and let em struggle on, but then we had the first heat
wave of the year, so thy got dried and roasted, then at the end of May we has a massive
thunderstorm with a deluge of rain, orlmost two inches, so wot wos left of them ‘Swifts’
was drowned. Wal, I dunno, wot is a‘goin on, even them weather forecasters seem to have
given up, and now as 'm a’typin this we’re into the second heatwave of the year.

Wal, how about the rest of the plot, and the gardin eh? “I thought he’d never get round to
it”. Ses you knows who. She duz like the gardin, espeshually roses, and this year has been
fabulus, they just keeps bloomin and bloomin. We've got three new wuns in pots at the
front of the house, ramblers, and they luvs it there, just covered in dozens of little flowers,
red and a yellowy white. I’ll have to do a bit of research on prunin ‘em, they ses it’s quite
different to prunin climbers wot we had before. And as they’re in big pots feedin em is

vital too. Then another new venture in the gardin is pots of nasturshalums, instead of
geraniums, and now a'writin this in the first week of July they looks wonderful, orl sorts,
dwarf and climbin wuns, great splashes of colour, but I just hopes the catterpillers and
black fly don’t get ‘em. If they duz then the catterpillers munch up the leaves and leaves
nuthin but the stalks, wal at least if the birds munch up the catterpillers its helpin nature
wun way or another. Then another first for me is sweet peas. “wot” ses Mrs H, “ I orlways
wunders why he never growed em before, they’er my favourite flower!”. Wal, this year I did,
and they’ve bin fabulous, a’climbin up my cane pyramid to seven feet high, luvly long stems
and a luvly mix of blues and pinks, and the scent on a warm evenin is just sublime. I thinks
Mrs H herself was quite pleased when I presents her with a bunch of ‘em, I even got a bit of
a smile.

But wot about the Autumn, wal I'll be 2’harvestin the spuds, pickin beans like ‘Scarlet
Emperer’ and ‘Carminet), luvly orlmost blackpods, cutting courgettes and pumbkins, and
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HUNTS DECOR

PAINTER & DECORATOR

FREE QUOTES

FRIENDLY SERVICE

Contact Mark
>< markdecor1966@gmail.com ) 07775 626 752
E\!Bll ﬂ'ﬁ ﬁl‘lBSt Of “‘.J Winner
o
m a Iim < « HEBC Franchi: upport

Revive! repairs those unpleasant bumper scuffs, eye-sore So call BWOI'I today free on:
damage 1o your wheels, and those small annoying
scratches on your vehicle. But with Revive! you get mt!:re 0800 31 6 6027
than a paint touch-up. You get a lifetime guarantee® on Mobile:
th k do, a lity professional service and a .
pr?sli‘:grloovlzig \?ahiclg,ua* pIOESSEn e 07779 325201
I or visit our website:
20029 F o ojemsmmmmco s www.revive-uk.com

Bumper sculfs Scraﬁhes Alloy wheels

srdds in mobile car cane

—0
IrEUIVEL
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turnin over my compost heaps, burnin orl
the stuff wot wont compost easily now we
can have bonnies up the plot, keepin the
pidgins and rabbits orf the brassicas. The
Purple sproutin plants looks good, so duz
the Cavalo Nero, black cabbage I thinks

that’s wot it means.

Then there’s my French cousin Jean
d’Artichoke, believe it or not he took sum
advice from me and bought a Loganberry

plant, he tells me its just brilliant, wal he ses
‘tres formidable’, or summat, he ses them
fruits just keeps @cummin. But he also has
a little go at moi, he ses his melons and
peaches is tres fabulous, he ses our melons
is orlways too hard, while his is warm and
juicy and sweet. Wot, melons up at the plot,
wal I suppose we can have dreams eh?

Cheerio for now, and a’bientot,

J. Heartycough. Sent from my iSpade.

Downley Day News

After another
successful Downley
Day, the committee AN
would like to thank rg !
all those who {
contributed to the
day, including raffle
donations and sponsors (Independent
Living, Cineworld, Omniplex, Playtrain,
Hillclimb Garage, Bricklayers Arms,
Already, Wycombe Wanderers). Thanks
also to the Downley 5K sponsors (The
Mortgage Store, Hillclimb, Paul Pidgeon
Fitness, APS Windows and Houseshaw)

The Annual
General Meeting
& will take place on
9th November
2026 at 8:00pm
at the Downley
Community
Centre. Grant requests should be
submitted to info@downley.org no later
than 8th November and the successful
recipients will be announced at the AGM.

Finally, the committee would like to
issue a plea for more people to help with
Downley Day and associated activities.

Also many thanks
to RH Amar for the =
loan of the truck

to Concert on the

Common and to
Dave Wallace for DJ-

The committee would like to offer grants
to local voluntary organisations within
the Downley area. Each grant will need
to support particular projects and not just
organisational running costs and should
demonstrably benefit Downley residents.
Grants are typically of the order of a few
hundred pounds each.

Such activities
could include
helping to run
the bar and
helping run the
raffle. We are

also considering
including a bouncy
castle next year but cannot consider

it unless there is an additional person
available to look after it. You don’t need
to be on the committee if that’s not your
thing, but being reliable and a self-starter
would really help.
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Clubs Societies Schools - Promote your event here for FREE!

Join us
Fb4 | every week
Smply Welk/ for walks in
your local
Downley countryside

A chance to meet new friends and feel good!

MONDAY 10am for a 1%2 hour walk

11am for either the 1 hour
THURSDAY |evel 2 walk or shorter level 1 walk

all walks meet and finish at the
Community Centre with tea/coffee after
ALL WALKS HAVE A TRAINED LEADER
AND BACK MARKER - Walk at your own pace

NEW WALKERS MUST COMPLETE
AN ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM
Contact Simply Walk on 07802 260812,

email simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
or visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk

Hall for Hire

in Downley

The Clare Hall
at St James Church, Plomer Hill HP13 5NB

For regular bookings or special occasions
« (atering Kitchen
+Modern building in a quiet, convenient
location behind St James Church.
«(an accommodate up to 80 persons
« Alarge on-site car park
« 3toilets, including one that is wheelchair
accessible
For more details please see the website at
www.stjamesdownley.org.uk
or contact us at
admin@stjamesdownley.org.uk

D

Girlguiding

Downley Brownies and Guides
would welcome new members

Downley Guide & Scout Centre, Coates Lane HP13 5UX
Tuesdays
5-10 years from 5.30pm until 6.45pm
Guide aged Girls from 10 years from 7pm until 8.30pm

Girls take what they do in guiding with them, as they grow up.
Everything from working in a team, to taking the lead, to
speaking out on issues they care about. It helps them develop
the skills and confidence to become the young women they
want to be, and to make a difference to the world around them.

For more information or to Register please visit
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child/
Or contact
Margaret Stagg / Janet Smith
jansmith1611@gmail.com - margaretstagg75@gmail.com

Wiy combe
Concert—~

-

Bando
&

Has vacancies 2~

P Lot

for all players of brass "}
and woodwind instrument.

Any standard welcome

Subscription £40 per term

Call/text Bill Thompson on
07989 748654

18
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Downley Voices Lyrics and Listening

Lyrics from Beauty and the Beast, one
of the songs from our sell out summer
concert “From Page to Stage”, sum up
what is going on at Downey Voices

“Just a little change,
small to say the least”

There is change - from MD, committee,
uniform and music, but we are also “ever
just the same, ever as before” in our
commitment to community, our aim for
the highest standards and our respect and
gratitude for what’s come before.

One of the biggest changes building on
the “before” is about listening. Most
people can hear but how many people

or choirs, actually listen? There is a big
difference, and that is one of our small but
encouraging areas of change. Listening to
yourself but also, vitally, being aware of
the people around you. Are you matching
tuning, volume, breath, intention behind
the words? The sum of the parts are
greater than the individual, and listening
is the act of being aware and reacting,
rather than just hearing and not!

An unusual but fun example of listening
I challenge myself with daily is filling

up my soda stream bottle to make fizzy
water! There is an optimal line on the
bottle and I always “listen” to the note/
pitch rising as the bottle fills. I try to hit
the correct visual line not by looking but
by the pitch, by listening, and I can do it
100% of the time which makes me laugh!
However, it is also a very good example

of decades of musical training, and
pinpoint accurate listening to enable me
to encourage and truly listen to our choir’s

blend and sound.

How often do we truly listen in our lives?
We hear “I'm doing ok” but don’t listen
to the inflection that tells us they’re not.
We hear “thank you for inviting me but
I’'m busy” but don’t listen to the regret
and desire to not be a burden. We hear
“I love you” but don’t listen to the desire
to connect behind it. All easy things to
miss if you are hearing and not listening.
Hearing involves no action, listening
involves understanding, empathy,
togetherness and activity, everything that
makes the best community choir. As we
listen and adjust to each other, not only
does our pitch become better, but our
community becomes stronger.

Being listened to is a form of love, and the
choir certainly felt that amongst ourselves,
and from all the lovely comments and
messages we got after our last concert. If
you would like to join us do please visit
our website downleyvoices.org, message
me the MD, or Craig our chairman, or
just turn up to St James” on a Thursday
evening 8pm from September 10th. We
can’t wait to speak to you and to listen to
your voice blend with ours.

Becky Holt,
Musical Director, Downley Voices

Village News ® Autumn 2026
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The Window Dcoctor

CARE & REPAIR FOR ALL YOUR

UPVC & ALUMINIUM WINDOW
& DOOR PROBLEMS

* Replacement of broken down sealed units
- misting up inside glass

» Adjust front & back doors that do not shut

* New handles, hinges and door locks

* Replacement of patio door wheels

* New security handles with keys

* New door panels and cat flaps c!

+ New Georgian style or leaded style sealed units

= All insurance work = Burglary damage = Servicing

PLUS INSTALLATIONS OF NEW UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS wee Prg

L
Call us for a FREE Survey and Quotation, gﬁ, 3
e No call out charge ach-

Friendly Family Established Business Tel: 01865 891776
Cowling & Co. Mob: 07860 435742

www.windowdoctor.co.uk
email: cowlingandcothewindowdoctor@gmail.com

o

u

9 The Dairy, Downley Common, Downley,
High Wycombe, HP13 5YN

LY info@thedownleygarage.co.uk
A\ 01494 521924

Honest, Competitive and Professional workmanship.

WWW.THEDOWNLEYGARAGE.CO.UK

AIR CONDITIONING =
CAMBELTS &
CLUTCHES

DIAGNOSTICS =
EXHAUSTS ¢

MOT'S 4¢
SERVICING X
TYRES &

Collection and Delivery.
Courtesy cars available.
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@ THE DOWNLEY SCHOOL i:“;

What a great end to another
academic year at The
Downley School — work

on the top field has finally

begun to remediate the land

and provide us with our own playlg ﬁeld and |

sports track!

The World Cup may have been hitting global
headlines but at TDS our very own world cup
has been keeping the community gripped! We
launched TDS World Cup on World Culture
Day when we all wore traditional clothes or
colours representative of our country flags. It
is always a lovely day and great to celebrate
the wide range of cultures that that are
represented in our TDS school community.

We feel that celebrating the World Cup in a
primary school can have a range of educational,
social, and wellbeing benefits. Done
thoughtfully, it links naturally to many aspects
of the curriculum and wider school values.
Spending some time focusing on the world cup
provides a valuable opportunity to promote
global understanding, celebrate cultures, foster
unity, and deliberately present the world in a
positive, inclusive, and age-appropriate way—
free from the complexities of adult political
discourse. Every child and staff member was
placed into mixed age teams, competing in

a TDS world cup tournament with matches
being played at play time throughout the last
half term. It was a great opportunity for all
older children to take the lead and for everyone
to work together in teams supporting each
other through winning and losing. Our TDS
final was between England and Paraguay with
England winning 6-3!

Our events this Summer
have been exceptionally well
attended. From sports days
and family picnics to school

| fairs and concerts. Every year

group also performs a showcase of learning to

celebrate the academic year, presenting this
to parents and the years below as part of the
transition process. It’s a lovely opportunity to
capture highlights and reminisce on the great
experiences shared in our school teams.

We were
fortunate to
remain open
during the
exceptional
hot weather
due to having
air-conditioned
classrooms.

So many of our children demonstrated

our school value of resilience by attending
school every day despite hot sleepless nights.
Measures included making use of our air-
conditioned spaces and also cooling down
with water play at lunchtime. Our Year

6 residential trip to Osmington Bay also
continued as planned despite the heat. They
were exceptionally well behaved and every
activity leader commented on how polite the
children were and how well they listened. We
were even told that activity staff requested

to have TDS due to the good reputation we
have begun to build! This reputation is not
only due to the children but also due to the
support and high levels of engagement from
the teaching team that give up their free time
to ensure that trips like these can go ahead.

Odur Year 6 finished the year with an
exceptional performance and recruited the new
Pupil Leadership Team, house captains and
prefects. We say a very fond farewell to them

- they may have finished their chapter with us
but they will forever be part of our story.
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CASELLA DEVELOPMENT
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

WWW.CASELLA.BIZ

e g s e
| | L /a2 Y554, ol

ELECTRICS
PLUMBING

Local carers
for your loved ones e Compunion

Personalised support to live well at home
with dignity, comfort and independence

Care and Companions are a Downley-based care
agency serving Wycombe and the surrounding area. o

Our handpicked team are fully-trained, insured
and DBS checked. They're ready to help with
everything from personal care and cooRing,
to companionship, trips out and live-in care.

For more information, visit
www.careandcompanions.co.uk
or callus on 01494 578127

for a friendly chat

. N
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Downley Evening W1

We recently enjoyed our annual garden
party hosted by Janet Durkin and it was
a very pleasant occasion, as always. Our
members love to come together for the
garden party, for a chat over a Pimms,
cup of tea, cake ... it’s a fundraising
opportunity for our chosen charities and
always well supported. Our meetings have
hosted a variety of speakers on diverse
topics, most recently the Saunderton
Bombs in 1913. I had not heard of this
event, so I learned a lot that evening.

It is believed the bombs were part of a
campaign waged by suffragettes. Our
next meeting, in August, is titled Tales
of an Accidental Actor, presented by
Michael Kerry White, to be followed in
September by Tales from the Auction
Room, by Evan Willison. Outside of

theWl

) INSPIRING WOMEN
our monthly meetings, we

often have other activities organised. We
have had an evening of pottery painting
and a garden visit in recent times. There

is a craft group, and we have a literary
coffee morning (nothing high flown or
highbrow!) and we’re open to suggestions
for other activities and groups. The
Women’s Institute is very much what you
make it! So, Ladies, come along and visit
us and sample the Women’s Institute for
yourselves. We're always happy to see new
faces and there’s cake at refreshment time!
We meet on the second Tuesday at 7.45pm
in St James’ Church, Plomer Hill. Check
out our website www.downleyeveningwi.
weebly.com or email dewipresident@gmail.
com. We hope to see you soon.

Angela Taplin

TheWoodland Preschool

The impact of Screen Time on Toddlers & Pre-schoolers

Most families these days have a variety
of screens in the house; T'Vs, tablets and
phones are no longer considered luxury
items. ‘Screen time’ particularly how
much is ‘too much’ is often a heated topic
of discussion between families (including
mine when my children were younger!).
If you are not a parent of a young child
you may not be aware of recent studies,
including one by The Early Years Screen
Time Advisory Group, on the effects of
all types of screen use in children under
5. Their research showed that screen time
in the first 2 years has a negative effect on
the development of movement, language,
social, emotional and thinking skills as
well as a negative impact on sleep. Screen
time also reduces the amount of play
with others and play outside resulting in
reduced physical and social development.

It showed the effects of screen use in
under 2’s can be long lasting and linked
to childhood obesity and developmental
delays in later childhood.

The Starmer Government used this
research as the basis of their new screen
time guidance for parents of under-5s,
advising parents to avoid screens for
under 2’s and to try to limit 2—5-year-
olds to 1 hour per day, unless it was part
of a shared activity. It also suggested
slow paced, age-appropriate content

was less harmful and to avoid screens at
mealtimes and the hour before bed. Some
people may wonder why the Government
thought the guidance was necessary but
with research by the 1001 Critical Days
Foundation finding that 85% of parents
receive no screen time guidance from
health professionals and 10% of babies
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now fall asleep with a screen, the guidance
seems beneficial for families.

If you do regularly spend time with

under 5’s, the Best Start in Life website

is a useful tool, for screen time guidance
as well as playtime activities, baby and
toddler teeth care advice and recipes

and meal ideas. The CBeebies Parenting
section on the BBC website is also great
for under 5s, you can click on the relevant
age category for fun activities to help your
child with their communication skills.
From September this year there will be
Screen Use Guidance for Early Years
settings too. A report by early years
charity Kindred Squared found that 28%
of UK children starting reception cannot
use a book properly, trying to “swipe”

or tap physical pages like a tablet. With
90% of children’s development happening
before the age of five, families and Early
Years Settings have a shared responsibility
to work together to help children learn the
social, emotional, physical and language
skills to give them the best start in life
before they start school.

The new guidance will be easy for us to
follow at The Woodland Preschool as

we do not have a vast number of digital
devices the children can access; we don’t
have gaming consoles, toys with screens,
computers or T'Vs and the children don’t
have unsupervised access to the iPads the
staff use. A few years ago, when we moved
from recording our observations on paper,
to using tablets and an online system, I
was worried we were “old fashioned” and
behind the times. These days I am very
happy to think of us as an “old school”
setting with a vast array of physical

books and a dedicated Language Shed

to encourage communication, toys and
resources to spark imaginative play, a large
outside area for children to explore and a
new Forrest School programme designed to
engage with nature and inspire curiosity.

If you are looking for a nurturing, term
time preschool then come and see us at
Woodlands. To find out more go to
https://www.thewoodlandpreschool.co.uk
Or contact us at admin@
thewoodlandpreschool.co.uk

Greetings from Sunnybank,

Thank you to those who have noticed
our “church open” board on occasional
Mondays, especially if you have popped in
to say hello. It will be lovely to welcome
you if you are passing and need a quiet
space for a moment. We are usually open
on Mondays between 10.00 and 12.00.
Less quiet are our two monthly free film
and tea afternoons and it’s lovely to have
a regular group of people joining us. We
try to select a variety of films to appeal to
everyone but do let us know if you have a
special request.

Thank you also to those who stopped

by to share a coffee under our gazebo in
May and helped us to raise money for

Christian Aid.

We all enjoyed sharing space with the
other village churches on Downley Day
and were very impressed by the expertise
of people trying our games. Well done if
you won a very melty chocolate!

Our Sunday services start at 10 o’clock
and we would be delighted to see you
there.

Our minister Rachael often fills the
church with wonderful music and creative
worship. When she can’t be with us, your
voices would be particularly welcome to
help us maintain our Methodist tradition
of worship in song.

There’s no need to book - just come!

24
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5 SPIRIT HAIR COMPANY

est 1990

« We are a fully employed team of highly
professional hairdressers that specialise
in colour and premium hairdressing

« Our pricing structure is gender neutral

« We are eco-friendly and partnered with
The Green Salon Collective to maintain
sustainability.

« There is free and easy parking and we are
open 2 late nights until 9pm and a training
morning on Wednesdays

« There is a wonderful ambience in the salon
that ensures comfort and relaxation to all

our clients |
01494 440132 0 Re
FI@® www.spirithaircompany.com \

DO YOU

NEEDHELP [ReSEIEE
ON YOUR
MORTGAGE? -

DOYOUNEED ~
INSURANCE?  Sssunier £5Q

CALLNOW 01844 391385
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Well, hello Top
Notes fans—and
our wonderful T
super fans! We're E{ 7 o
sure you've been
wondering what
we've been up
to...

It’s been a busy
and exciting
six months! We've challenged ourselves
with some wonderfully difficult songs,
culminating in an epic 11-minute Wicked
medley that pushed every single voice in
the choir to its limits. We even tackled
some dance routines—complete with

a double clap—which, let’s just say,
provided plenty of laughs along the way!

As always, every rehearsal has been filled
with fun, friendship and laughter, all
under the expert guidance of our fantastic
choir leader, who somehow keeps us
sounding (and occasionally looking!)
fabulous.

Our summer concert, held in aid of
Rosie’s Rainbow Fund—a charity
supporting sick and disabled children and
their families through music therapy and
other therapeutic services in hospitals,

“Release you

inhibitions ... ”

schools and the
community—
raised an
incredible

¥ £1,500. Thank
¥ you to everyone
who came
along, donated
and continues
to support us.
We truly couldn’t do it without you.

This year we've said a fond farewell to
some of our lovely choir members, who
we’ll miss enormously. But we're also
delighted to be welcoming seven new
voices when we return in September, and
we can’t wait to hear them join the Top
Notes family.

As for Christmas... we're still waiting to
discover what festive musical challenges
lie ahead! Whatever our repertoire turns
out to be, we’re sure it will be another
exciting adventure.

So, pop Monday, 7th December in
your diary and come and join us. We'll
be doing our very best to entertain

you with another evening of top-notch
performances—and we can’t wait to see
you there!

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE

at Downley War Memorial Hall

Sunday 8th November 2026
Service Starts at 3pm

A Collection will be taken during the service
All proceeds to The Royal British Legion
ALL WELCOME
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Hillclimb Garage News

Downley Day Report

and eVED Looming for Electric Vehicles 2,

Downley Day 2026 — It was ‘Nice to see
you, to see you, NICE..."

The sun shone, the residents of the village
turned up in brilliant numbers and
Downley Day was yet another fantastic day
of fun and wonderful community spirit!
The day started with the crowning of the
Downley King & Queen and it was an
honour to have them come and say hello at

As always, the Hillclimb Team were excited
to be at Downley Day and proud to, once
again, be headline sponsors for the event.
We had a few new vintage cars on show,
inclduing a gorgeous Triumph TRG6 and

a fabulous little Triumph Herald. The big
competition this year was to guess the
number of Ball Pit Balls crammed into

one of our lovely little courtesy cars. To
compliment the competition, we also had

Pq:‘_* M
some new fun and games,
including the crossbow challenge (with
sucker darts) and Play Your Cards Right.
Our very own managing director, Mark,
donned his Gold Lamé Jacket and got into
his Bruce Forsyth alter ego to host Play
Your Cards Right! We have never had so
much fun, with residents of all ages literally
queuing up to have a game with Brucie
and try and win our fabulous prizes! Good

Game, Good Game!

The day was topped off by two of our
team, Harrison and Adam, pairing up and
going one better than last year’s runners up
position and winning the Donkey Derby
race! Congratulations lads!

Congratulations also to Dianne from
Downley on winning our Ball Pit
challenge, guessing there were 3,573 balls
in the car. Amazingly, just 5 short of

the actual total! Dianne won a fabulous
Hillclimb and Hearing Dogs goodie bag,
together with a £100 Amazon gift voucher!
Our competitions and donations on the
day raised over £350 for Hearing Dogs for
Deaf People!

Thank you so much to the Downley Day
Committee for organising yet another
fantastic day and a special thank you to
everyone that visited the event and came
over to say hello to the Hillclimb Team and
joined in all our fun and games! We had a
truly brilliant day!

UK government announces terms for

new Electric Vehicle Excise Duty (€VED)
pay-per-mile scheme

From 1 April 2028 eVED, a new mileage-
based charge, will apply to Hybrid and
Electric cars. The rates of Tax will be: 3

Village News ® Autumn 2026
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UK Garage of the Year Winners - 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 & 2026

Your Award Winning — Friendly — Independent Garage in Downley

50% OFF YOUR MOT

When booked with any service

. . (Normal price £54.85)
Video Evidence of

All Work

Complimentary
Courtesy Cars

HILLCLIMB

All Vehicles Washed
& Sanitised

| LT3
SCAN ME

Collection &
Delivery Service

MOT | Service | Electric & Hybrid | Diagnostics | Repairs

HILLGL I
J et | 1] 17 Littleworth Road, Downley, HP13 5XF
) . 01494 444481

hillclimbgarage.co.uk
servicemanager@hillclimbgarage.co.uk

This is your voucher. Pleage bring with youtoclaim.

Home-baked Cakes AF S HA N 'S L
and Desserts - 5'[“ B l.HEs '

Made fresh to order.
Other baked goods
available.

P.K. STROY

QUALITY BUILDER

1:07876 254 131
E: peter.stroy@btinternet.com

g S 130

48 hour notice

www.peterstroy.co.uk
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pence per mile for BEVs and HFCEVs and
1.5 pence per mile for PHEVs. Motorists
will pay an upfront charge based on their
mileage estimate or spread their payment
across the year, with the year-end mileage
reading triggering a reconciliation.

The Governments policy is based upon
ALL vehicles contributing to congestion
and wear and tear on the roads, but drivers
of petrol and diesel vehicles pay fuel duty
at the pump to contribute their fair share.
However, drivers of electric vehicles do not
currently pay an equivalent.

As more people choose to switch to cleaner,
peop.
greener electric cars, the Office for Budget

Responsibility (OBR) has forecast fuel duty
receipts will decline. eVED is intended to
help replace lost fuel duty revenue from cars
over the long term so, like fuel duty, the
amount motorists pay will vary based on
the amount they drive.

It’s worth noting that eVED is in addition
to normal Vehicle Excise Duty ‘Road Tax’.
More to follow on this topic next time!

Source: GOV.UK/Parkers

Finally a BIG thank you to our lovely
customers for your continued support
and encouragement of Hillclimb Garage.
It really does mean the world to us all
and we remain ‘At your SERVICE’

'y

Cycling in South Buckinghamshire

Cycli ng U K Cycling UK has a number of local groups in South Buckinghamshire

Join your local Cycling UK groups
this summer
Cycling UK has a number of local groups
in South Buckinghamshire:

South Bucks Midweek group offers a
selection of rides every Wednesday from
easy paced, moderate to rides that are
faster and longer. Most rides meet at
09:30am from local start points including
Wendover, Great Kingshill, Cholesbury
and Beaconsfield. A stop is included for
elevenses at a local café or garden centre
followed by lunch before returning home.
There are also Coffee Pots on Friday
mornings and these include Princes
Risborough, Chiltern Velo Café, West
Wycombe and Bulbourne.

Chiltern Cycling offers led rides and
Coftee Pots on Sundays with the focus
on welcoming new members. Rides take
place on quiet routes and include a coffee
stop with most rides returning to the
start point. There is a Zoom social on
the Ist Thursday and Clubroom at Little

Kingshill on the 3rd Thursday 8pm to
10pm (No clubroom in August).

Thames Valley Cycling group offers led
rides in the southern tip of the county
and into Berkshire. There are led rides

on both Wednesday and Sunday from
local start points in Marlow, Bourne End,
Maidenhead and Holtspur.

There is something for everyone of all ages
and abilities with both pedal bikes and
e-bikers welcome. Occasionally there is
also a chance to do some off-road riding.
Hope you can join us; you would be very
welcome!
For more Information:
E-mail: publicity@southbuckscycling.org.uk

Web: www.southbucksmidweekcycling.org

(Midweek Group)

Web: www.southbuckscycling.org.uk
(Chiltern & Thames Valley Groups)

For general information about Cycling UK
visit: www.cyclinguk.org
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Jill - Tutor

11 + Tutoring and Mock Tests

Students learn topics and skills they will need whatever school they move on to following the
selection exam, and they maximise their academic potential both in exams and in school work.

Mock tests give students a chance to acclimatise to exam taking and to learn that exams are to be

enjoyed and not dreaded.

* Literacy and numeracy help for all ages.
* KS3/4 Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Maths.
* KS5 Biology.

Resident in Downley, I am a science graduate, a qualified
teacher and a mum.

To discuss your needs please text me;

Jill: 0773 860 99 44

M@@ M@@D@

X

"\

Bring your baby, teddler or pre-scheoler aleng to Moo Music.
Join Elvan (and Maggie Moo) for weekly multi-sensory musical
fun. We sing, we dance and we play using instruments, props,
puppets, ijg.H-s and everyone's favourite .. bubbles!

|'1+GL|' EJ\.’GH 07 Jf)r] _"”‘I‘DZF)LI
a CoO=Mus)

moo—Music.co ,u_k.f hwrnb

Fridays at Downley Community Centre germ time oniy)
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DOWNLEY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
How Downley Got Educated (Part 2)

Long before Downley
had a purpose-built
school, education for
most families was a
patchwork affair — dame
schools, Sunday classes
and evening lessons were
the only options for
anyone other than the
upper classes.

This part of the story
takes up the reins of Part
1 (see Downley Village
News Spring 2026

issue 146) and starts
probably in the 1830s when the Downley
philanthropist Miss Carder established

a school at her own expense “for the free
education of poor children”. It was most
likely housed at Sunnybank in Moor

Lane, the Methodist chapel built in 1824.

Samplers stitched by Downley pupils —
including one by nine-year-old Emma
Plumridge in 1847 — survive as charming
evidence of those early days.

By 1862 a Methodist committee had
taken charge of the Day School. A new
school house had been built adjacent to
the Sunnybank Chapel and together with
Miss Steel, a newly appointed trained
teacher, it opened its doors in this new
guise on 6th January, charging three
pence a week.

The Superintendent Minister of the High
Wycombe Circuit acted as chairman

and the secretary was Mr Henry Collins
who owned a Downley chair factory and
lived at The Elms (now 43 Plomer Green
Avenue). The Bible was the textbook

Sampler stitched by 9-year-old Emma Plumridge,
Downley School, 1847

to teach reading, and
writing was learned
through copying out
passages from the
scriptures. This was a
great step forward for

the children of Downley,
yet our community
probably reflected the
national picture that half
of England’s children did

not attend school at all.

Change was to come

via the 1861 Newcastle
Commission which
made it clear that systematic reform was
urgently needed nationally. It reported the
following:

¢ “The children do not in fact receive
the kind of education they require. We
have seen overwhelming evidence from
HMIs [school inspectors] to the effect
that not more that % of the children
receive a good education.” The majority
left without the power of reading and
writing.

The Downley School, together with its datestone of 1873
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Welcome to All are

> welcome
C=FFEE B

and OIld

@ - STO P for coffee,

tea, cake
Every Monday Morning PSSP iR

t Bank Holi
except Bank Holidays Several volunteers

10.30am - ]230pm have retired recently so
@ St James Church Hall, Downley VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Reliable, friendly help for your home:

Window cleaning
Gutter clearing
Gutter, soffit and fascia cleaning
Patio and driveway cleaning

Specialists in domestic plumbing & heating

Decorating Boiler Installations Gas Work Certification
Garden maintenance Full System Installs Vented/Unvented Specialist
General property maintenance Vaillant Specialist Servicing

Home moves
Man and van services
Waste, home and garden clearances
End of tenancy cleaning

Deep cleaning Email: iInfo@poseldonheating.co.uk

Kamco 90 Powerflush Qualified & Insured

Call us: Lawra - 07557802907 / Rob - 07534340244

Visit us at https://poseidonheating .co.uk

Baillant Ceckatrade

Quality local service at fair prices.

¢, 01494 355001
a4 info@ar-pc.co.uk
@ www.ar-pc.co.uk
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* Gitls fared worst of all: “Girls leaving
school can scarcely read or write and
certainly not spell, and only a few can
cast up a simple sum. They have no
knowledge of needlework and cannot
cut out or even mend.”

The answer came in 1870 with the

Forster Education Act, which laid the
groundwork for universal elementary
education requiring Elementary School
Boards to manage the establishment of
primary schools for 5-13yr olds delivering a
curriculum in the form of the classic 3 Rs.
For Downley it meant a proper school at
last. Plans were approved in October 1872
with a loan of £785 secured over fifty years.
Miss King was hired as the first teacher
and the building was designed for 204 of
the younger Downley children, with the
older ones expected to walk to a newly
erected school in West Wycombe.

So on Ist September 1873 Downley School
opened its doors (photo on previous page).
Within weeks 125 children had been
registered — a strong start. Henry Collins
served as chairman and was instrumental
in bringing the project to life.

School life was not without its struggles.
Attendance was a constant battle.
Children were regularly absent and
inspection reports revealed high failure
rates. Epidemics of measles, scarlet fever
and whooping cough forced closures,
and the building often bulged beyond its
capacity. Board meetings indicate that
teachers felt unsupported and regularly
resigned.

The curriculum was limited, with the
day starting with prayers and religious
instruction. Writing in the form of
dictation, oral reading of short passages
chanted out loud and simple arithmetic
using an abacus (providing skills needed
to work in a shop or bank) were the order

of the day. The development of a fine
hand in writing was also seen as a crucial
part of education.

But despite it all Downley school thrived
as evidenced in the inspection report of
January 1882 which cites:

“Another successful examination has
been passed, at the rate of 90%. The
order continues good, and there is a very
healthy tone about the school generally.
The answering in grammar was very fair;
that of the 2nd and third standards being
good. Sewing is thoroughly taught, but
the girls are not yet forward enough in
this subject to be presented in any stage
higher than the fourth. Under the 5th
rule of the third schedule the grant for
needlework cannot be recommended.”

At the start of the 19th century roughly
60% of women and 40% of men were
illiterate. By 1895 90% literacy had been
achieved. Downley’s school played its own
quiet part in that transformation, helping
to turn the residents of the village into a
more educated community whose school
building and legacy endure to this day.

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!

Downley Local History Group
proudly present

‘FURTHER TALES
OF OLD DOWNLEY’

Saturday 28 November 2026
7:30 pm
Downley Memorial Hall

Tickets £5.00 (cash only)
payable on the door.
Refreshments included.
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Fault Finding & Repairs
Extra Lights & Sockets
Fuse Board Upgrades
EV Chargepoints
Landlord Inspections
Homebuyer Inspections
Outbuilding Supplies

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

YOUR LOCAL

ELECTRICIAN

- Call Tony on
07944 162 958

Qualified Electrican
Fully Insured
Reliable Service
Tidy Work

Free Quotations
Warranty Backed
Quick Response

plugs

M.D. Garden Services
—» Gardener =—

Pruning © Shrubs and Flower Borders
Fruit and Vegetable Pots - Hedges

Lawn Care ° Indoor Plants

S

Horticultural Engineer
SERVICE * REPAIR » SHARPENING
Lawn Mowers © Garden Tractors

Strimmers < Blowers ° Shears = Chainsaws

s/ M= O

NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

M. L. Dunn

Home: 01494 865834
Mobile: 07795 158292

Fraser White

Chartered Accountants

fraser@fraserwhite.co.uk
www.fraserwhite.co.uk
65 Garratts Way, High Wycombe HP13 5YT

01494 450 166 / 07770 896 548

A small, friendly firm
of chartered accountants,
based in High Wycombe, offering professional

services in the following areas
* Accounting + Taxation
 PAYE and VAT

* Business Start-ups

* Business advice

and Company Formations

Please call Fraser
for a free initial consultation
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Downley Gardening Society

May Meeting Review

Dr Jill Eyers gave a fascinating insight
into the geology and archaeology of the
Chilterns AONB, an area of 833 square
kilometres covering 5 counties. She
explained that half a million years ago
there were no hills and valleys in the
Chilterns but rivers shaped the landscape
and today chalk streams are a globally
rare habitat with 9 major chalk streams
found here. If you missed this talk or
would like to know more, then Dr Eyers’
book “Chiltern Trails and Tales” would
be a good way to discover the rich history

of the Chilterns.
Trip to RHS Hyde Hall

On a sunny Sunday in June, a coach party
of 41 DGS members and friends made the
smooth 90 minute journey to RHS Hyde
Hall near Chelmsford for a wonderful day
enjoying the beautiful gardens. From its
earlier beginnings as a windswept, hilltop
Essex farm, Hyde Hall was transformed
from 1955 onwards into a celebrated
public garden by the Robinson family
who planted hundreds of trees (many
from a local market) and developed
herbaceous borders before donating

the gardens to the RHS in 1993. Since
then, Hyde Hall has evolved into a wide
ranging garden spanning approximately
350 acres of which approximately 85 acres
are devoted to grassland and 90 acres
leased to a local farmer. The remainder
features diverse styles such as the

Winter garden, Hilltop garden with its
magnificent roses and herbaceous borders,

a dry garden inspired by Beth Chatto

containing many drought resistant and
Mediterranean plants, the Australia and
New Zealand garden, the more recently
completed Global Growth vegetable
garden, 2 ponds (upper and lower), the
lake, woodland and much more!

Downley Day

A big thank you to everyone who donated
plants in the morning and those who
came along to say hello and buy a plant
or two from our stand in the afternoon!
It was a very busy and well supported
Downley Day.

Dates for your diary:
Autumn Show
Saturday, 5th September

November meeting
Monday, 16th November
Dr Sandy Primrose will talk about
Orchids and Ice Cream

Trip to RHS Wisley Glow
Wednesday, 25th November

All our meetings are held in St James’
Church Hall, Plomer Hill, Downley and
start at 7.30pm

If you would like to become a member

of the Gardening Society and join

our meetings please contact Alison on
downleygardeningsociety@gmail.com or
Julia on 01494 447323. Membership costs
just £5 single and £8 family per year.
Website - www.downleygardeningsociety.com
Please keep safe, enjoy your gardens and
hope to see members and non-members,

who are always very welcome, at one of
our events.
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L
natalic jancy

2 NATALIE JANE

ALTEA DANCE SCHOOL

BEAUTY ROOMS

For all beauty and holistic treatments in Welcoming children aged 2-18
a relaxing and friendly environment to a well established dance school.
Facials = Maggage . Reﬂexolog)/ CLASSES AVAILABLE IN DOWNLEY,
. . CHINNOR, LACEY GREEN AND
* Manicures * Pedicures MONKS RISBOROUGH

Gel nails * Waxing * Tinting
* Spray tans

www.njdance.co.uk 07855 296242

Spend £40 or over and get
£5 off with this advert.

Late evenings available

01494 528285

HIGH STREET * DOWNLEY
HIGH WYCOMBE « BUCKS HPI13 5X)
www.alteadownley.com * info@alteadownley.com

FOR YOUR ENTIRE DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS NEEDS,
FROM REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE TO COMPLETE INSTALLATION.

* Additional socket outlets

* Fuse board upgrades

* Full electrical installations & rewires

s Electrical installation condition reports (EICR)
formerly known as “periodic inspection report”

* Gas boilers, cookers & fires

* Plumbing & Heating installation & repairs

 Full Bathroom suites

¢ Kitchen installations

* Fully qualified & compliant to 18™ Edition IEE regs.

* Part P approved for domestic installation & repair work
ELECTRICAL, GAS &
PLUMBING SERVICES

Contact us on
01494 443445 INSTALLATION e« SERVICING » REPAIR
“We're a small company with a big heart” Visit our website www.tlcdyou.biz

44 The Pastures, Downley, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 5LY

= ]
e (W TRUST | mafie= =mm=
pomestic ° MARK APPROVED e
INSTALLER Government Endorsed Standards CONTRACTOR Gas Safe Registration No: 563265
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Downley Cricket Club

President’s Day on Sunday 30 August this year
is dedicated to Dave “Willa> Willans, a stalwart
footballer and one of Downley Cricket Club’s
most liked and popular cricketers over several
decades, who sadly passed away in April this
year. His passion for cricket took him to
Australia to watch The Ashes this winter, but
he fell ill and had to return to the UK.

Willa’s former team-mates, led by Kevin
Stratford and Willa’s brother Dan, will be
entering a team in his honour in the series

of 7-a-side cricket games on the Common
starting at 10:30am. Willa himself often
played for the President’s team, and he is
sorely missed by all of us. Other participants
include teams from Great Kingshill, High
Wycombe (in the last two years HWCC have
provided a Ladies’ team and a Coaches’ team),
Phoenix Rugby (last year providing the most
entertainment, with their outfits and sense

of fun), Le De Spenders (starring the Beavis
boys), President’s, and a few teams from
Downley, including Asian Rage!

There will be plentiful food (local restaurant
Mowchack supplied popular fare last year,
and will do so again this year, courtesy of
Imran Hossain) and a well-stocked bar, a
family atmosphere, fun and laughter as non-
regular cricketers have a go — with a lot of
swishing and missing - as well as some good
cricket to watch. Plenty of good-natured
‘encouragement’ is provided from the sidelines
from family and friends (and rival teams). It
all makes for a fast-moving day. Everyone is
invited to come along and enjoy the day.

This cricket season has seen a tough
introduction to Thames Valley League cricket
on the hard pitches this hot summer favouring
high scoring, against hard opposition, with
plenty of travelling to games but no more

so than in previous years whilst we were in
the Mid-Bucks League. But the higher level
of cricket on offer has attracted some fine
cricketers to Downley, mainly through the
efforts of new captain Rehaan Vats, who has

done a great job of organising
and running the team.
Meanwhile huge amounts

of work has been done on

the square and outfield by Den Cox, Club
Chairman Graeme ‘County’ Aitken, Fionn
Napier, and others. There would not be any
cricket at Downley without this extraordinary
dedication. Scorer Mandy Aitken makes sure
everything is perfectly recorded.

In June we had Uxbridge on the ropes, 7
wickets down, Downley having put in a
spirited bowling performance. Later against
Ickenham, Abhi Kurup, returning to Downley
having had to cut short his previous season,
scored a whirlwind 81 with 5 sixes. Graeme
‘County’ Aitken then ran through Ickenham’s
strong batting line-up with a destructive 5

for 35. Versatile cricketers like Anurag Tiwari
(currently averaging 40 this season), who has
opened the batting, can keep wicket, and
bowls his off-spin with a well-grooved action,
is complemented by surprise performances by
players like Usama Nawaz (a dedicated winter
net-practice attendee) who smote 3 sixes in a
30 ball 51 not out, Downley posting a very
creditable 256, narrowly losing. Reliable all-
rounders like Ali Qureishi also excel.

As T write, news is filtering through of a quite
remarkable and unprecedented chase-down
of a mammoth 331 score set by Ickenham,
with Muhammad Ali having captured 4 for
47, then opening the batting scoring 85, with
4 sixes, in the company of Ben ‘Medals’ Alsop
who scored a cultured 36 whilst bludgeoning
6 fours. Abhi Kurup then weighed in with 4
sixes in his 61. Meanwhile Graeme ‘County’
Aitken had been selected to play for Bucks
060s First Eleven against the touring Western
Australia side at High Wycombe CC, the
following Sunday.

All at Downley hope to see you at President’s
Day on Sunday 30 August, where you will be

warmly welcomed.
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. Do you enjoy singing? |

Why not try your local
Community Choir

No auditions necessary

St James’ Church
Thursday evenings 7.45

Contact Lyn on 07974 026 213

We are Downley Descants rebranded as

Downley Voices

SAILINE )

Electrical Services

Reliable, local electrician with
15 years experience.

All domestic / commercial
works undertaken.

Y Complete rewires

Y Consumer units / fuseboard upgrade
Y Small works / fault finding

} Outdoor lighting

Y New build 1°t & 2™ fix

Ryan Stockton
E: ryan@skylineelectrical.co.uk

Tel: 07805 926329 \

\ P =

Wall & Floor Tiling
Minor Roof Repairs
Blocked Drains

SUTTONS

Property Maintenance

All General Maintenance Works Carried Out

Painting & Decorating - internal & External

Patio Specialists including Porcelain Patios
Decking

Call Trevor today for a free estimate, no obligation
07754 948 743

suttonsproperty@aol.com « www.facebook.com/suttonsproperty

Plumbing
All Types of Fencing
Gutters Replaced/Cleared
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Art at the 2026 U p' Downley Festival

The 2026 Art Within Tent |7
and the Village Art Show :
(renamed as the Art and
Craft Show) again proved
to be events full of Downley
creativity and enjoyed by the &=
entrants and visitors, judging
by the increased numbers

for both events and the very
positive feedback!

This was the third year of Art in the Marquee -
a free community evening to encourage anyone
to have fun with different art materials and
subjects. Local artists and craftspeople led this
event, sharing ideas, activities, chat and skills.

Even more people came along this year, on a
lovely summer’s evening, with people of all

ages busy trying their hand at various things:
cartooning, landscape drawing , portraits

and a still life, plus demos of alcohol ink
painting, ceramics, stained glass making and
silversmithing . It was a busy evening of creative
activity and chat, ending dramatically with a
downpour of much needed rain!

The 14th show at the Community Centre was
again a colourful and expanding showcase of
Downley’s creative talent. There were paintings
in just about every medium and, given the aim

Individual and communal
- | work in the junior
entries included work by
Woodlands Pre-School
| and The Downley School.

Winners in the junior entries
were selected and, for both
adultand child participants,
there were certificates for
those with the highest numbers of votes in the
Visitors’ Favourite choices.

Well done everyone! Remember to keep
creating. .......always room for everyone’s work
next year!

Visitors commented positively on the new set
up at the show, with items displayed on table
stands, which enhanced the light and space in
the Oak Room. The art and craft show team
are grateful to the Festival Committee for their
generous support in funding the purchase of
the stands and the colourful feather publicity
banners. Thanks also to the Community Centre
for hosting the show — we are looking forward
to seeing even more entries and visitors at the
two events next year.

The volunteer team who organise the show
are already planning for 2027 and would love
to hear from you if you could spare just a few

of encouraging more
craft entries, this year

Juniors — judges’ Award

hours to support this
event (helping with

was a great suiccess — 1st  Kairav Joshi A B.»a'd Hair Day design/ admin work
with a record number | 2nd  Ada Kendall Daisies publicity, serting ’
of entries, showing a 3rd  EmmaThatcher  AHidden House up the entries or
wide range of creative Juniors — Visitors’ Favourite stewarding). If you
skills with pieces st Amelie Howitt ~ The Cat would like to be part
ranging from intricate |2nd  Kairav Joshi A Bad Hair Day of these successful
lace and embroidery to {3rd  Amelie Howitt  The Cat and Fish Bowl and friendly

ceramics, stained glass

and crochet — including | 15t Julie Cuthbert

a large dolls’ house nd  Tessa Taylor
(which took three years 3rd  Carol Lock
to make). 3rd  Helen Willson

Adults — Visitors’ Favourite
The Blue House

community events,
please contact Sue at

Buddies downleyartshow@
The Parrot outlook.com
The Wye at West Wycombe

Village News ® Autumn 2026 39



Downley P har macy Not Just Prescriptions, we offer so much more

NHS services

The Pharmacy First service is now embedded
in the NHS triage systems both via 111 (call
or online) and the GP systems. We currently
are able to give advice on self care, sell
remedies for symptom relief , advise when to
get further help and, where appropriate within
the service specification, treat with antibiotics
or other prescription medication. We often
receive referrals for cough for which we can
offer symptom relief and advise when further
checks are needed, but there is no scope for
treating chest infections with antibiotics.
Generally we try to work on a walk in basis
for patients seeking help , but a call to check
for suitable time if referral is made will avoid
a long wait if the private consultation area
and/or pharmacist are occupied.

Oral Contraception - new start, ongoing
repeat , and emergency/morning after
contraception can all be provided free of

charge via pharmacy. Again a quick call

to the pharmacy to check the pharmacist’s
availability is advised but we can often
provide the service on a walk in basis with
only a slight wait. Th GP contract now has
incentives to embrace working with pharmacy
to free up their time and this is a specific area
that is being targeted.

Autumn season means vaccinations! The

flu and Covid campaigns will commence on
Ist October as last year. Booking will be via
the National booking service (NBS) online
or by calling 119. This service will open

mid August and I am sure many of you will
receive notification of how to book from the
NHS. We will endeavour to provide as many
appointments as possible; if you find we are
not available on a given date choose a later
date. Keep in mind that the campaign runs
through October, November and beyond.
There simply isn’t capacity anywhere for all
to have vaccinations in the first week! For

GSL

PROPERTY SERVICES

Extensions Garage Conversions Loft Conversions
Renovations Bathrooms Kitchens
Tiling Carpentry Electrics
Plumbing Plastering Dry lining
Garden Rooms Patios Interior & Exterior Painting
Flooring Fencing

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET A QUOTE FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT!
E: gary@gslpropertyservices.co.uk « T: 07932473502
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Covid vaccinations the cohort being offered
is as last year -those over 75 and the immune-
suppressed. Criteria for NHS flu vaccines
remain the same as previous years - those
over 65 or medical need such as diabetes,
asthma and other conditions.

As always, we request that folk allow seven
days between requesting medication and
being able to collect. If, however, you have
run very short please contact us and we will
endeavour to expedite your supply.

Private services

We continue to offer micro suction for the
removal of ear wax.

Weight loss - we continue to offer the weight
loss injections Mounjaro and Wegovy and
can also offer the Wegovy tablet. The service
is fully supported with four weekly check-
ins to monitor progress and any problems

that might arise. It is extremely rewarding to
follow individuals’ journeys and success as
they progress. Please book appointments via
the link in our ad.

Travel clinic - this is newly launched and will
cover health advice and vaccinations for all
travel to those areas of the world where risk is
greater than we are used to in the UK. Please
call in to discuss, but booking must be made
via the link provided in our advert to ensure
we can prepare the specific advice needed for
your trip.

Other vaccinations - we are striving

to add to our availability and will also

be commencing a private service for
supplementary vaccinations such as shingles,
pneumonia, Covid, flu where individuals
would like the protection for themselves or
loved ones but are not in eligible cohorts for

the NHS.

Welcome to our u3a

Some news of our summer so far.

There was a great turnout for the annual
u3a picnic at High Wycombe Museum
on 15th July. Shade was still welcome on a
lovely sunny day with a gentle breeze and
without the fierce heat of previous weeks.
We were entertained by the Ukulele
Group who excelled themselves and
encouraged the audience to join in (when
they could remember the words!).

The Enjoying Shakespeare Group also
visited the Museum gardens in July

to watch the Unbound Shakespeare
Company’s production of The Tempest.
The cast did a great job with seven very
hot actors playing 12 parts, in basic
costumes of black trousers and cream
cotton smocks.

On our annual 5-day holiday to the Peak
District in June, 40 members enjoyed a
hotel stay in Sheflield. We had daily visits

to local places of interest in our luxury

udas:
live
coach. The highlight was the final day
when we visited The National Tramway
Museum at Crich for Past Times —
Homefront. From wartime displays and
historic vehicles to live
music, family activities
and immersive 1940s
experiences.

The Publicity Team
took the opportunity

to publicise the work of
our u3a at an event run by Hazlemere’s
Highfield Surgery Patient Participation
Group on 27th June at Hazlemere
Community Centre.

If this appeals to you, do take a look at
our website or Facebook page.
website https://highwycombe.u3asite.uk
For any information feel free to contact
Paul gilliamph@aol.com or Judith
hwu3asecretary@gmail.com
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MARK EVANS
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

Gas Safe registered no. 118353
Full Liability Insurance

30 year’s experience
Competitive rates

Complete bathroom installation
Boiler servicing and repairs
New boilers and unvented hot water systems
Central heating systems

Solar panels

* Small work also undertaken

* Local and reliable

* Free quotes/No call out charge

T.01494 718 661 M. 07779 013 565

o=

Comefo\m\ Join us
-For A ob\ovl- over A

“and s"i;}kefﬁlsouﬂ—s!

Every Thursday morning at
St James’ Church; Downley
From 10.30 to 12.00.

Feel free to bring a friend

Plomer Hill, Downley, High Wycombe, HP13 5NB
Tel: 01494 534 315 www.stjamesdownley.org.uk ST JAMES CHURCH
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News from St James’

Services: Sundays 11am / Thursdays
10am followed by community coffee

Contact: admin@stjamesdownley.org.uk
/ www.stjamesdownley.org.uk

Events coming up
Messy Church starts
again on Sunday 27
September at 4.00pm.
We have crafts, food
and 15 minutes of story,
song and prayer for families. Popular
crafts this past year have included making
sandals, mixing “cocktails” and anything
food-related! You can find out more
about Messy Church here: https://www.
messychurch.brf.org.uk/

There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under the heavens: a time
to be born and a time to die, a time to plant
and a time to uproot. *(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2)
I’'m writing this
during the third
heatwave of the year,
but now, as you're
reading, we are on
the verge of changing season once more,
and for some of us that will mean a new
academic year or a return to routine and
regular activities that may have stopped for

Church

a summer break. The

quotation (above) comes =
from Ecclesiastes, a part *T-2AMES CHURCH
of the Bible that contains wise sayings,

and is often used at funerals to remind us
that both routine and change, as well as
seasonal activity, are part of life’s variety.
Whether we prefer some structure or
like things a bit more relaxed, the Bible

recognises that life is AT

a complex mixture of

things and that people
react in many different 8
ways to that mixture.

At St James our vision is to live God’s

love in our community, our worship

and our prayer. What this means is that
we are here for you, whatever you're
experiencing. Please reach out to us for
coffee and a chat or you can post a request
for prayers on our website.

We too are in a time of change as we
advertise and interview for a new vicar to
lead us. And the eagle-eyed among you
will have spotted that my role has also
changed. On 4 July I was ordained at
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, and so
I’'m delighted to be able to sign off as

Revd Rowena Harrison, Assistant Curate,
on behalf of St James, Downley

Wycombe Homeless Connection’s Big Sleepout and Together Festival are on

Sign up to sleep outside for the night and raise money to
help bring homelessness to an end for people in south Buckinghamshire. All are
welcome to join the Together festival beforehand at The Walled Garden in West
Wycombe for a fun-filled community evening.
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WWW.DICKINSONTREECOMPANY.CO.UK

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS BASED IN DOWNLEY
e Tree Felling e Hedge Work e Formative Pruning e Stump Grinding
Public Liability Insurance up to £5MILLION
Written quote, T’s & C’s and Insurance confirmation with every quote
Fully Qualified team members for all aspects of the job

8 LITTLEWORTH ROAD, DOWNLEY, HP13 5LR TEL: 01494 702469

WE ARE AN ENVIRONMENTALLY
AWARE COMPANY

o Our staff are trained annually on
The Environmental Act 2021.
¥ « We carry out wildlife assessments prior
to starting work. Every Time.
o All waste is recycled for Bio-Mass.

Google

DICKINSON e

Come Dancing With Me

Ballroom and Latin Dance tuition
for adults, whether beginner

or experienced dancers

with IDTA gualified tutor

Ask about our Gift Vouchers
the perfect gift for birthdays,

ﬁ" anniversaries and Christmas e
' karen @cumedancmgwnt‘i‘nm _
; www.comedancingwithme.co. uk’

Fun, friendly, social evenings that get you moving, laughing and learning something new
inawelcoming group where no previous experience (or partner!}) is needed.
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WORKING FORA ————
@7 SAFER COMMUNITY —
hiared District hbourhood Watch Association

If you have been a victim of crime you can report it in
several ways.

Is it an emergency?

Does it feel like the situation could get heated or violent
very soon? Is someone inimmediate danger? Do you need
support right away? Is a crime still taking place? If so,
you need to call 999.

If you have a hearing or speech impairment, use the
textphone service 18000 or text the police on 999 if you've
pre-registered with the Emergency SMS Service.

Non-Emergency

By Phone: Ifit's not an emergency, do not call 999. This
doesn’t mean the crime is not important — it just helps the
police to make the best use of their resources. Call 101 for
non-emergency enquiries. If you have a hearing or speech
impairment, use the textphone service on 18001 101.

Online: Online reporting has been introduced to offer
another option to victims of crime when reporting a
crime or incident where an urgent police response is

not required. Examples of crimes and incidents that can
be reported online and also by phone include: criminal
damage and vandalism, thefts from a vehicle, shed,
garage, outbuilding and house burglaries when the
reporting is after the event.

You should try to include as much information as possible
about the crime.
Online reporting allows you the freedom to report non-
emergencies at a time that is convenient for you.
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/oct/af/
how-to-report-a-crime/

Reporting Anonymously
If you have information regarding a crime and don’t want
to talk to the police, contact the charity Crimestoppers
online or call 0800 555 111. You will remain 100%
anonymous. Always.

Following a crime

Support for yourself: if you have been affected by crime
and need confidential emotional support or advice on
what to do next, you can contact Victim Support on 08 08
1689 111.

Email: office@wdnhwatch.plus.com

Buckinghamshire Council Update

Hope you've had a great start to the
summer and had a chance to enjoy some
of the events that have been going on in
the village. I particularly loved the Art
and Craft Show at the community centre,
and appreciating the array of talent on
show, from not only our talented adults
but our budding child and teenage artists.
Keep up the fabulous work!

It’s been a busy time at Council leading
up to the holidays. The Bucks Local Plan
has gone out for consultation. Downley
has no land listed in it for housing
development, but I will be keeping a firm
eye on how other proposed developments
affect parking and spaces in town,

and there being enough places for our

children at secondary school.
With builds in Widmer End,
Gomm Valley, Princes Risborough and
Hazlemere — there’s going to be more
demand in all the places our children
heavily rely on for their education. We
need enough secondary school places to
keep Downley thriving as a great place
for families to live. There are also way
too few affordable homes planned for

in Bucks — we must make sure families
and key workers are able to afford to live
in our county as a whole, and the right
homes at the right prices
are built to attract them.
The consultation closes on
6th September and all the

documents are here:
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Biology Tutor

A level & GCSE
Experienced female tutor
PhD in Biology
13 years teaching experience

Excellent track record of
improving students grades

Contact

Organise a free, no obligation,
get to know you session

Nel Ridgway Tutoring

Nel.Ridgway1@gmail.com

COuUuLDYOU
HELP DELIVER
DOWNLEY VILLAGE NEWS?

We need additional volunteers
to help deliver Downley News
four times a year. We have
some regular rounds to cover
and also need some cover for
holidays etc. To find out more
please email
editor@downley.org
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My local councillor surgeries on the 3rd
Saturday of each month between 2-4pm
at the Community Centre are a great

way to have chats with residents and find
out about your concerns. From speeding,
to blocked paths, potholes and waste
services, to school submissions, education,
social care... Council covers a lot of areas

and I'm there to make sure your concerns
are represented and taken seriously.

Do continue to contact me directly where
you need or wish to:

Cllr Hazel Arthur-Hewitr
hazel.arthur-hewitt@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07985 468154

From Westminster

Emma Reynolds - MP for Wycombe

It was fantastic to visit The Downley
School and talk to pupils about how
Parliament works. Councillor Hazel
Arthur-Hewitt joined me to explain how
we work together to get things done for
local residents.

I was pleased that the Downley Theatre
Group enjoyed their visit to Parliament. If
your family or community group would
like a tour, please book through my
website: emmaforwycombe.org.uk.

As a mother of two young boys, keeping
children safe is hugely important to

me. Parents are increasingly concerned
about online harms, which is why the
Government is introducing a social media
ban for under-16s to help create a safer
digital environment for young people.
These reforms will help create a safer

and healthier online environment for
children, set a new standard for protecting
future generations and reinforce the
Government’s commitment to giving
every child the best possible start in life.

Children’s health is another important
priority. Action on Smoking and Health
reports that around one million 11 to
17-year-olds in Great Britain had tried
vaping by 2025. Colourful packaging,

prominent retail
displays and child-
appealing flavours
are among the
factors encouraging
young people to take up vaping. The
Government has announced plans to keep
vapes out of sight in shops and airports
and introduce plain packaging for all
tobacco products.

Keeping children safe also means ensuring
they can travel to and from school safely.
I recently visited the crossing on The
Pastures outside Disraeli School after
hearing concerns from parents and the
school’s lollipop lady about the dangers. I
am once again urging Buckinghamshire
Council to take action. With the
Government’s new Cycling and Walking
Investment Strategy and £9.1 million
awarded to Buckinghamshire Council
for active travel, we have an opportunity
to improve safety and better protect
vulnerable road users.

I was honoured to be appointed Chief
Secretary to the Treasury by Prime
Minister Andy Burnham, but I want to
reassure residents that Wycombe remains
my top priority.
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Downley Diary | Round-up of Regular Activities

GROUP
Active Adults
Al-Anon Polish Group

Artsmart School of Art
Chipmunks Woodcarving
Community Library

C'lor Surgery - Downley Ward

(raft Group
Crochet Group

Dance Classes (Ballroom & Latin)
Downley Parish Council

Downley Wives
Downley Wine & Beer Club

Indian Dance Classes for ladies
of all ages

Kingdom Dynamics Chapel
Lace Making

Mondays Minis Playgroup
MO0 Music

Natalie Jane Dance School

Painting for Pleasure

Pilates

Simply Walk (free)

Soft Mobility Fitness

Tai chi Shibashi

Twins & Multiples Club
Ukulele

Wycombe Spiritual Centre
ZKT Childrens Dance Academy
Zumba Gold

DAY
Friday
Wednesday

Monday
Wednesday

Monday
Thursday
Saturday

3rd Saturday

1st Tuesday

Monday
Tuesday

Tuesday
Wednesday

2nd Tuesday

2nd Monday
2nd Wednesday
Saturday

Sunday

Thursday

Monday Term-time
Friday Term-time

Monday Term-time
Friday Term-time

Tuesday Term-time

Monday
Monday
Thursday

Monday
Thursday

Tuesday

3rd Monday
Friday Term-time
4th Thursday

1st & 3rd Friday
Wednesday
Wednesday

TIME
13.00 - 14.00
19.00-20.30

10.00-12.00
10.00-12.00

10.00-12.00
15.00-17.00
10.00-12.00

14:00 - 16:00

9.30-12.30

19.00-21.00
19.00 - 21.00

19.00 - 21.00
18.30-20.30

19.30

14.00 - 16.00
20.00 - 22.00
09.30-10.30

10.00 - 12.00
13.00-15.00
9.30-11.15
10.50-12.40

15.00-19.00
16.00- 19.00

10.00-12.00

18:30-19:30
19.30-20.30
09:30-10.30

10.00 - 11.30 approx
11.00 - 12.00 approx

18:00 - 19:00
13.00 - 14.00
10.30-12.30
10.00 - 12.00
18.30
16.45-18.30
10.30-11.15

CONTACT
katie.youngman@aitc.org.uk

Agata 07935789 041
hwradosc@gmail.com

info@artsmartuk.com
downleychipmunks@outlook.com
enquiries@downleylibrary.org

hazel.arthur-hewitt@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07966 159 791

Helen 01494 564 414
woollywonkas@gmail.com 07833 910 238

karen@comedancingwithme.co.uk
07873 53 8709

clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494257711

cathyprice18 @hotmail.co.uk
downleywinebeer@gmail.com
Ananya 07840 288 292

Sharon 07961 822 347

Frances 01494 524 835
downleymondayminis@gmail.com 07724 385 895
elvan@moo-music.co.uk
natalie@njdance.co.uk

Sue 01494 443 393 Sue 01494 443 393
dianacrabbe@btinternet.com

Joseph 07983 159 678

Starts from the Community Centre
simplywalks@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Kseniia 07710 000 256

Sheila 07737 581664 44spag@gmail.com
wendy@questcost.co.uk
sylvia.chadwick@me.com
ashleydarkwood@gmail.com
zktdanceacademy@gmail.com
jennifer.morais.zumba@outlook.com
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SUNNYBANK CHAPEL, MOOR LANE - AUTUMN 2026

Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com or call 01494 530 736

GRoUP DAY TIvE NEW MEMBERS CONTACT
Chiltern Hills Montessori Weekdays 08.00-18.00 ¢ admin@chilternhillsmontessori,co.uk
01494 514 544

GUIDE AND SCOUT CENTRE - AUTUMN 2026

Hall Bookings: margaretstagg75@gmail.com

Rainbows Monday 16.45 - 17.45 v/ downley2ndrainbows@outlook.com
Brownies Monday 17.45-19.00 v/ downley3rdbrownies@outlook.com
Guides Monday 19.00-20.30 v/ downleygg@gmail.com

Rangers Monday 19.30-21.15 v/ gill.lawrence@btinternet.com
Rainbows Tuesday 17.30-18.45 v/ jansmith1611@gmail.com
Brownies Tuesday 17.30-18.45 v/ jansmith1611@gmail.com

Guides Tuesday 19.00-20.30 v/ margaretstagg75@gmail.com
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts Wednesday 18.00-21.15 v/ gsl3rddownley@gmail.com

Dog Training Thursday 18.30-20.30 v/ suzannebullworthy@hotmail.co.uk
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts Friday 16.30-21.30 v/ gsl3rdDownley@gmail.com

Dog Training Sunday 10.00- 12.00 v/ lisa@shunty.co.uk

Woodlands Preschool Daily 08.00-15.30 v/ admin@thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH - AUTUMN 2026

Hall Bookings: admin@stjamesdownley.org.uk

Downley Evening WI 2nd Tuesday 19.45 v
St James Church Coffee Morning  Thursday 10.30-12.30 v
Top Notes Choir Monday 19.45-21.45
Chepping Wycombe Trefoil Guild - 2nd Thursday 19.45

ST JAMES HALL - AUTUMN 2026

Hall Bookings: admin@stjamesdownley.org.uk

Art Club Thursday 09.30

Clinical Pllates - Prolife Saturday 8.00-9.00 ¢/ sunainamenra@gmail.com
Saturday 9.15-10.15 07809771542

Coffee Stop Monday 10.30-1230 ¢/ christinelstyles@hotmail.com

Downley Gardening Society 3rd Monday 19.30 v

Downley Voices Thursday Term time 20.00-21.30 v/ grannyandbobby@tiscali.co.uk

Dr Sue’s Pilates Monday 18.00-19.00

Karen Pilates Wednesday 09.30 v/ karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376
Wednesday 10.35 v/ karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376

Natailie's Meditation Class Wednesday 20.30-22.30

Philatelic Club Alternate Thursday 19.30

Sing and Sign Baby and Toddlers Tuesday 10.00-13.00

Tuneless Choir 1stand 3rd Tuesda 19.30-21.00

DOWNLEY WAR MEMORIAL HALL - AUTUMN 2026

Hall Bookings: dwmh.bookings@gmail.com

Chiltern Hills Montessori Weekdays 08.00 - 18.00 v/ admin@chilternhillsmontessori.co.uk
01494 531565

Pilates Monday 19.00 - 20.00 v/ karensynergypilates@gmail.com 07786 567 376

Yoga with Jenny Tuesday 18:15-19:20 07904 438 411

Yoga with Jenny Tuesday 19.30-20.40 07904 438 411

Fencing 1to 1 Wednesday 17.30-19.30

Yoga with Jenny Thursday 19.30- 20.40 07904 438 411

Yoga with Jenny Friday 10.20 -11.30 07904 438411

Fencing 1to 1 Friday 17.30-20.00
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Life threating or critical situations only

Telephone: 999

and ask for relevant service
AMBULANCE - FIRE « POLICE

HEALTH
NHS Direct m
Downley Pharmacy 01494 513 060

POLICE - NON EMERGENCY

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
ClIr. Hazel Arthur-Hewitt
Hazel. Arthur-Hewitt@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

DOWNLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk clerk@downleyparishcouncil.org
01494 257711 (office hrs 9am-1pm Monday — Friday)

Further suggestions of what should be
listed here to the editor

Report 101 or www.thamesvalley.police.uk editor@downley.org
List Of Advertisers M.D. Garden Services 34
Afshans Sweet Bakes 28 MDLX 4
Altea Beauty and Holistic Treatments 36 Monday Minis 6
All Round Property Care Ltd 32 Moo Music 30
Applicant Mortgage Brokers 52 Muted Whispers 14
Arnold Funeral Directors 4 Natalie Jane Dance School 36
Biology Tutor 46 Optionz Hair & Beauty 51
Canine Cutz Dog Grooming 46 Personalised Learning Tuition 4
Care & Companions 22 P K Stroy, Builder 28
Cassella Development & Home Improvements 22 Plugs Electrical Services 34
Come Dancing With Me 44 Poseidon Heating 32
Dickinson Tree Company 44 Revive Car Bodywork 16
DJ Coles Property Services 6 Simply Walk 18
Downley Brownies & Guides 18 Skyline Electrical Services 38
Downley Community Library 8 Spirit Hair Co. 25
Downley Parish Council 4 StJames’ Church Hall Hire 18
Downley Pharmacy 12 St James Coffee Stop 32842
Downley Voices 38 Suttons’ Property Maintenance 38
Downley Village News 46 The Barr Academy of Performing Arts 8
Fraser White Chartered Accountants 34 The Downley Garage 20
GSL Property Maintenance 40 The Downley School Firework Display 44
Hillclimb Garage 28 The Grange Restaurant & Gift Shop 14
Hunts Decor 16 The Window Doctor 20
HouseShaw Estate Agent 52 The Wye Partnership 2
Hughenden Art Group 10 TLC4 You 36
Independent Mortgage Solutions 10 TMS Princes - The Mortgage Store 25
Jill Burrell Tutor 30 Vocal Coaching with Emma Barr 6
Mark Evans Plumbing & Heating Engineers 4 Wycombe Concert Band 18
Mark Gonsalves Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist 14

Downley Village News

Editor: Anne at editor@downley.org

Adpvertising: Send advertising to adverts@downley.org
Distribution: Coordinated by Sarah Bass. Volunteers to
deliver locally are always needed. If interested contact Sarah
on: sarah.bass001@gmail.com

Rates: Mono Half Page £40 | Quarter Page £30 | Eighth
Page £20, colour adverts are Half Page £75 | Quarter £50.
Deadlines: Published quarterly in Feb, May, Aug and Nov.
Deadline for the next issue is 25th October 2026.
Website: news@downley.org

Printed by: Turville Printing Services 01494 520322

Copy: Please send text in editable format and photographs
as separate files in high resolution. Copy should be sent to
editor@downley.org.

Any copy or photographs sent to this address may also be
used on the downley.org website and facebook page:
facebook.com/Downley. Community

Steering Committee: The Downley Communications
Forum set up as part of the Community Plan, provides
oversight to the Village News, the Village enews and the
downley.org website.

Chairman: Bill Thompson; Secretary: Peter Loadman
Treasurer: Bob Cook; Webmaster Mark Starkey
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HAIR-BEAUTY LASHES-MNAILS-LASER /

ENHANCE YOUR NATURAL E}Ef\UTY

BOOK ONLINE
OPTIONZBEAUTYSALON.BOOKSY.COM

e | ADIES & GENTS HAIR
e BEAUTY TREATMENTS
e MANICURE & PEDICURE
e | ASER HAIR REMOVAL
e BODY PIERCING

e TANNING

I 0798 364 585

3 Crosscourts, Plomer Green Ave, Downley
www.optionzhairbeautylaser.co.uk
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